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B E: [#%] KA %KAEHF (Colletotrichum graminicola) #12 # = k89 22 mBRH XL —, HHFER
PEENZFRK, AERMBEHRRZ4. Velvet EORAHHAH —FRFHRIRES, CNE
PIEAAARBL G IRPLELTENR. [BH] ARSEERA T LE Velvet & & CgrVosA, FF
oA AMFAHe. [Fx] AR R ELLEF EMERSFIAHE CorvosA iR R T Akfe ZANA K,
BIEMELERAER, AR Trag. pAFT S AHAL. HatFmLhae. [4%R]1CorvosA
G — NS 425 NRILBR ARG, A —ANEA W Velvet Z A LMK, 5HAR AR, HBRR
Tk ACgrvosA A K ik & 1%, FFExt NaCl A= H,0, #&%; ACgrvosA 97 [l 4 A 56-F ¢ /= Efa i &
RREFEK, FABESHEXRTHARNGH®K. [£45] RERMEHF Velvet & CgrVosA £ 5845 H
MERAK. 3 H S B H R IR 5 AT T 6 T A Fe R R F A,

FHIR: RASKRMEH; Velvet &8, AMWF A

Biological function of a Velvet protein CgrVosA in
Colletotrichum graminicola
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Abstract: [Background] Colletotrichum graminicola, one of the main pathogens infecting
maize, causes serious economic losses and directly threatens the global food security every year.
Velvet proteins are fungal unique proteins with conserved functions, playing a role in regulating
the growth and development of fungi. [Objective] To study the biological functions of a Velvet
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protein CgrVosA identified from C. graminicola. [Methods] The CgrvosA-knockout mutant and
complementary strain were constructed by homologous recombination. The vegetative growth,
stress response, conidial yield, germination, and pathogenicity of the strains were determined
and compared to reveal the functions of CgrVosA. [Results] CgrvosA encoded a 425-residue
protein with a typical Velvet protein domain. Compared with the wild type, ACgrvosA exhibited
slow growth, high sensitivity to NaCl and H,O,, enlarged oval conidia, and reduced yield and
germination rate of oval conidia. [Conclusion] The Velvet protein CgrVosA is involved in the
regulation of vegetative growth, response to hyperosmotic and oxidative stress, and oval

conidial production and germination of C. graminicola.
Keywords: Colletotrichum graminicola; Velvet protein; biological functions
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WRER YN | mRETF 2 RARMEYY, R
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ZEA BRI R R E R X T i I R
H 4N, 2908 VosA (viability of spores
A).VelB (Velvet like B) .\ VeA (Velvet A)Fl VelC
(Velvet like )1, Velvet 25 1 75 ¥ HH# 4
KAET . L™, A PEA 5 M B0w 55 o 72
ok A HELE

A% 2 B A4 B i 55 (Aspergillus nidulans)
H, VosA T BIE ] 2 5 45 H 7 246 1B e
B IS S ROk A A e O fE
R JiE 469 T (Cochliobolus sativus) ', vosA 2848
PR AR v TP A BT bR, SR
R PR B A T A R R AR Y A S A T

(Cochliobolus heterostrophus)H"'*"*1, vosA %75

Mo Al P B 2, (B0 A A7 AR FRAD
AN B AE R PR . AR ) B % W (Penicillium
chrysogenum) k74 [ 18 /% (Beauveria bassiana)
Hr, vosA SRR AE K HMUE AR, H AR
O A 0 7 i B S AIK  AE R EE RROT AE
175 A F1 T4 (Arthrobotrys oligospora) 1, R4
VOSA I B 2R FE AN i - i, HEH AR A
Tl R E R

VosA TEAR Z FL A #3157 R NIRAR
WHoE, BIERS AR /0 WA . A58
IbHEEE CorvosA IR B R A R G R O E A T
RO AT, WIs A Y7 oee, ik — PR
=YL AL ] 35 BEAil

1 MR

1.1 #&

AR RIEH (C. graminicola) M1.001 iy H#f
AR AR (WT) | BORL A pUCTS R K b
MoEE 335, BRAFTASLE S .

1.2 EHRE

T 4% 5 28] 75 W% BB (potato  dextrose agar,
PDA)K; 5% 2 . PDB . #E 3% % 3% 5L (oat meal
medium, OMA) ., 5% 415 # 5k (complete medium,
CM) , At 1% #7 5L (minimal medium, MM)FI% &
R LB 485372 B L 5 2 BEOSCHR 19100 i
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1.3 FERFIAMNEE

Jokr F BRI e B3R &, Vazyme 24 A
PR &1 N T, Y TRORE)A R A B
AR T AR 58 AM, JE st R — A Rk A
RT3 PCRAX, EATEAT .
1.4 CgrvosA EFREMERES

M NCBI B PEARAARAT SR ER(C. graminicola)
9 CgrvosA &K F41) . F Primer 5 1151497,
514 CgrVosAF/CgrVosAR 435Il )\ ¢cDNA H
P18 CgrvosA 1 JF 7l B 132 #E (open reading
frame, ORF) (% 1), /] SMART (http://smart.
embl-heidelberg.de/)7ELE T Hit 17 CgrVosA #H
45 0 35y o B, il AT fE 2k 10 B MEME
(https://meme-suite.org/meme/doc/meme.html) &
MEGA . GeneDoc #4-#E47 2 Fh B IH 7 VosA &
2 750 HEXT .
1.5 CgrvosA EERI% S B4

I [R) 5 2 20 1Y 5t B A i ACGrvosA 5E 1%
PR(E 1), 3t CTAB 142 BUEF A= B Tk 1) A
21, LI DNA SHEHR, FI 5[4 CerVosAUF/
CgrVosAUR #I CgrVosADF/CgrVosADR i 17

*1 SHBREFT

PCR 41 . PCR [ {4 & (20 pL): 2xPremix Taq
10 uL, 2 & 7K 7 uL, IE R[5 97(10 pmol/L)
% 1 uL, DNA #i#z 1 uL. PCR 2w 5442 95 °C
5 min; 95 °C 30 s, iR ‘K (CgrVosAUF/CgrVosAUR:
57 °C, CgrVosADF/CgrVosADR: 56 °C) 1 min,
72 °C 90 s, 30 ME¥F; 72 °C 10 min. 435115
#] CgrvosA 19 i H B e B B, i I
N A BEIE 4 WA BamH I+Xba I F1 Kpn I+
BamH I ATV, %43 &4 W %5 R kR 7%
Ml B (HPT)RY pUCIS, il #%1k E. coli DH5a
Ja 152 E 34 pUCI8-CgrvosA, £l JtiR
G, BRI R B AT ISR AR A . K15
AT 4T =48 PCR Wik,

AN AR AR L s LB A AU TR R Y TR
DNA M5t , {514 CgrVosAhbF/CgrVosAhbR
P E AN B, JFERERIT A BHE R 2R (G418)
1) pUCI8 AR I, il i B e kA5 5% 1k
¥, Jfiid PCR Bk, SR ZRIE b, Fv & fF
HiR K (CgrVosAF/CgrVosAR: 56 °C, CgrVosAUU/PI:
57 °C, PI1/CgrVosADD: 57 °C) 1 min, JL4x[F
FL FTHSITERER 1.

Table 1 Primer name and sequence

Primer name Sequence (5'—3")

CgrVosAF CCCATTGTCAGGCTCATTGTTG

CgrVosAR TTGGGGTGAACCATATCAGG

CgrVosAUF CGGGATCCCGGACAAGAGCCAGCCCAGTGA
CgrVosAUR GCTCTAGAGAAAGATGTGCCGAGAAGCG
CgrVosADF GGGGTACCGCGGCATTCGCCTGAGTGTA
CgrVosADR CGGGATCCCGCCCTTCCTGGTTTGATGTTG
CgrVosAUU CTCGAAGCATCGAGTTCGCGTCCAT

PI GTCCTCGTTCCTGTCTGCTAATAAG

PIl GGCACCCCAGGCTTTACACTTTATG
CgrVosADD AGACCCGAGAGCCTTCCTAGATGAC
CgrVosAhbF GCTCTAGACGACTCTCTGCTTTACTCCG
CgrVosAhbR GCGTCGACATACCTGGACAAGAGCACCC
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A CgrvosAup CgrvosA CgrvosAdown
WT
F R
BamH 1 Xba 1 Kpn'1 BamH 1
CgrvosAup I pUCI8 | CgrvosAdown l
BamH 1 Xbal Kpn1 BamH 1
| CgrvosAup HPT CgrvosAdown I
ACgrvosA
uu PI PI 1 DD
B Xbal . Sal 1
Cgrvosdup 8084 Capyoyadown
+ Sal 1
Xbal —> | pUC18-G418-Carvosd
pUC18-G418
G418
ACgrvosA = =
CgrvosA
CgrvosAup CgrvosAdown
ACgrvosA/vosA

E 1 CgrvosA EERRA)RE#B)REE
Figure 1

1.6 FHEAEHK, REKMNEAEKRNE
FEKEE

W A TR R . AR PR B BRI B R 43 i)
Fh%] PDA. OMA. CM F1 MM iX 4 FhAS[E] 1) &
FEREFRIE |, 28 °CHi 3R 5 d IR ST TS AR K EAR.
1.7 BrEREFERM

W& TR AP B 5 0.8 mol/L NaCl,
1.0 mol/L NaCl #1 5 mmol/L H,0, i) CM }5 57 3E
b, [RIBT AR E] CM 3535 X R, 28 °CH
% 5d, GITHE BRG],

] 28 (Yo )y=(hT HE 4 TR V% ELAR—Ab PR 1A 7%

The gene deletion (A) and complementation (B) diagram of CgrvosA gene.

AR/ B TR 75 H AR X100,
1.8 HERFEE. ESKREL

W& BRI AN T PDB FIl CM 8537 3k h
28 °C 150 r/min }53% 37 d Jo & W 2 IEAG 1L €,
BrLTR 22, WORIRIRDE 43 AR 0 Ak, JE i
Rt Bt gt it 17 &, FERE 20 pL SREDE
O3 R M (5% 10° AS/mL)iE T B3 89 - rh
H, 28 °C fRIEE;FE 6 h, WELHIRE 411
(R A L o

PR HRREEFITE OMA B35 3L |, 28 °CHH
WAEK 14 d, 10 mL CHE Kbk, it
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B VEA SRS 1S B SR TR MR, A i
BRIT B GE T =i B 20 L R VI B AT
BIR(5>10° A /mL)i I 7E K E 348, 28 °C
RiBHEFE 12 h, WEER B AL i A5 .

£59¢ 96 (calcofluor white, CEW)4 {4, F
SYRTRRAR LT R4 A1 o W A0 B in 2 B 3
I F, F& 1 g/L CFW #1 1 mol/L NaOH (£
FUEE R 1:1)f) CFW YLt JARE 25 T 45 5 min
J5 . POLRME TS, R EE 3 K.
1.9 MEHRMES S

TEIOHT & 1) £ oK R, 4 TG TR K 4K
30K, ARG K AL S AE TR R b s
M, FRER BB 20 uL 71 A T2
(5x10° A/mL)Z AHEFRE F KM F (5 1Ak,
28 °C {45 5% 3 d e MEL T KM i A tE L
1.10 HIFESHH

il #+f GraphPad Prism8 . IBM SPSS Statistics
20 AT HATR T A

2 HZRE5OM

2.1 CgrVosA £MEEZ N
RASIRIEL TR CorvosAZifis— 1~ 425 1~
PRI (CgrVosA), FA— U Velvet &
FIE5HIR(E] 2A) BB Z PS5 /R CarVosA
X LB AR S, 5B % % JH I (Colletotrichum
samense) . 4 7R JH 1# (Colletotrichum fructicola)
Ik 55t 25 (A, nidulans) H [a] 58 10 R AL
IR 50% . 45.54%7F1 44.97% (& 2B).
2.2 CgrvosA fExPRE#k & B 4MNE PR R A 32
JE AR R S AL R 15 B Ak 7, 4 BIER BT
JFEF 2] DNA H- 647 3 & PCR Bk, 25 B/s:
US| CarVosAF/CgrVosAR ¥ 14, #4k
23. 24, 25 SARREY R HWAH (B 3A), 4
RIPERE AT LA 48 1 1000 bp A9 H A F B, FIAS]
¥y CgrVosAUU/PI Fil PI1/CgrVosADD " Haf}, ¥

fbF 23, 24, 25 SHTLIYHEH BT, miky
A IR AN BEY 1S 1 H B R Be, #I2BIA X
3 AL T RBR AL RR(E 3B, 3C), hhlhn
A ACgrvosA-23 . ACgrvosA-24 F1 ACgrvosA-25.
R R R R R D R AR A B R BR R AR
PRE B A B iR, Bhit ik 71T PCR BhiEfS
B, R 50U IE A 1 T AR A0 1 2 R BRD R
ACgrvosA/VosA ([ 3A).
23 CgrVosA MARBIREEERE KM

£ PDA, OMA. CM #1 MM kit |, %
AR B SR T AR R A R, HA B
72 5+(Kl 4). 7E PDA $i3edbrp, RBP4 BRI PRAY
W8 HAS T 64 mm, 1R AR F VR B AL 14
HA 58 mm, H ACgrvosA 25k & TE A
[ TP A BB bR, IR R, TAMR PR
AR SEARTCH B 225, W el DIEN,
CgrVosA Z SRR RAAE I E AR
24 CgrVosA MARARERESSHEL
o0 @=L

H & 5 AJ %1, NaCl %2848 Pk ACgrvosA i)
AKA R AMEER, CHZLE 1.0 mol/L
NaCl 555 5L F oG A, B A U TR PR A K il
R 1%, AR AR ZIET] 89%, W
FHAEDEEES . H0, X R85k ACgrvosA 1
AR BB A IVE T, 5 mmol/L HyO, X 874
TUBRRASID R A S1%, T X ZEARBR A4 il 2657
¥k 73%., HAMFRR ACgrvosAivosA fERS 15 LU
RIS 25 FEE IR CerVosA ZH5ER
NP N T =R f AR GO A
2.5 CgrVosA XOREF 7% T RIFASHA
F=ERF2 0

7E PDB il CM IR IG SRSk, 45 45 TR bk
HRRE A IR B A, [HGSASRRIT ™ Ak Y 5P [5]
TE 43 A A7 () PSR Y 8 O T A R R T D TR PR
(F 6A).,
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A
] ]
L | 1 | |
0 100 200 300 400
B
* 20 * 40 * 60 * 80
C.gr: —-—-———-MSYEH-NHLGGSVPlHORFPTSHSGIS—————- IEEPRNED : 65
C.si : -MSSQFYDYS NKNNWD : 79
C.fir - ~MSSQFYDYS il NKNNWD : 79
C. sp: MSLGLOYHLPYEAEMAMNSFVPEPQOPRESGGRIS —————- MYVTDERNED : 74
C. ae: -MSSQFYDYS MSOPTMGHNGSAPKPNLWL i CENKNNWD : 79
Aoni: ——————m SDDFEM--—-————————~ REEGTY : 60
Afl + ——————-MIVWliF|EDASLTSDPHSSDFEM -~~~ ————————~ REDGTY : 60
A fit s ——==—=—=——————————MLSN-ISSDFEM--—-—-—-————— REEGSY : 49
P t 6 qu A4VAqGK K KP6DPPPGV 6 v Vilverdoimatn
* * 120 160
C. gr: RSEYGNPDN ODSKQD--PEVTKKEN : 143
C.si : WSRYGNPEA SKDSE 159
C.fr : WGRYGNPEA SKD 159
C.sp: RSLYGREPDA LA 154
C. ae: WSRYGNEEA 3 1159
A.ni : LAQH===-- YDAQ---E{EAPASIPP : 132
A fl 1 LAQH----- FDPS---DEVEVEVPP : 132
A. fu : LAQH-=-==~ JFGDLSVKIES i 121
s AL G VSSLH4 Kd d 5F65GILS6K 2G 5 L
Velvet domain
* 180 * 200 * 240 * 260
C.gr: & S 'E : 220
C.si: E RTAA-—DTAiﬁﬁAVT RR : 237
C.fr: E RTAA--DTA AVTORRR : 237
C.sp: L HNRK--RHIDLALDSDERRS : 231
C. ae: E RTAA--DTA AVTORRR : 237
A ni: E IKRTAPRPE AAIPESP: 211
A1 - BTH D TKRSVPRPE PIPBESP: 211
A. fu : [THERUR - KDVVTYLKSILED SLKRPPRPE YOPLBESP : 200

F LoEG Velvet domain

S F V p435PG6a2ST

134

DOG 46R6RK

q

2 CgrVosA BNEMEERFEDH  A:. CgrVosA & FREEAIE T, Pfam £/R 8 B G5 E

¥y T HER RS AR E X 3. B:CerVosA H H 2 /¥ 51 L

Figure 2 Bioinformatics analyses of CgrVosA. A: Protein domain analysis of CgrVosA; The pink boxes
indicate the low-complexity regions. B: Multiple sequence alignment of CgrVosA. C. gr: Colletotrichum
graminicola; C. si: Colletotrichum siamense; C. fr: Colletotrichum fructicola; C. sp: Colletotrichum
spinosum; C. ae: Colletotrichum aenigma. A. ni: Aspergillus nidulans; A. fl: Aspergillus flavus; A. fu:
Aspergillus fumigatus.
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B

bp M 1 2 3 4

3 CgrvosA EFERMRREAEKAIIUE A: 5|9 CgrVosAF/CgrVosAR P45, B: 519
CgrVosAUU/PL " 445 5, C. 5|#) PI1/CgrVosADD 4" #4455 M. DL2000 DNA Marker; 1: ¥fE R
¥k;2: ACQrvosA-23; 3. ACgrvosA-24; 4. ACgrvosA-25; 5: ACgrvosA/vosA

Figure 3 Validation of CgrvosA knockout and complementary strains. A: Amplification results of the
primers CgrVosAF/CgrVosAR; B: Amplification results of the primers CgrVosAUU/PI; C: Amplification

results of the primers PI1/CgrVosADD. M: DL2000 DNA Marker; 1: Wild type; 2: ACgrvosA-23; 3:
ACgrvosA-24; 4: ACgrvosA-25; 5: ACgrvosA/VosA.

WT ACgrvosA-23 ACgrvosA-24 ACgrvosA-25 ACgrvosAlvosA B
,_,.-7- = — ~ P

I WT =2 ACgrvosA-23 ACgrvosA-24
= ACgrvosA-25 wm ACgrvosA/vosA

OMA

80—
g 60 "***i* L*:t*
B - "_t_*t g 2 ki‘,
5 .sé ' g ."“é : 3?
o |ERERIER E
g2 . g §2 g ?
- L
“ 0 4 i -‘4 : ‘ - é

MM
~
o
>
=)
<
>
a
=
£
<

B4 FEREK, REKMEAEROEREK A WL PDA. OMA, CM Fl MM Big# 2k 11
ARG B: HIEEBEMSGTTH(:: P<0.05; **: P<0.01)

Figure 4 Vegetative growth of the wild type, mutants and the complementary strain. A: Vegetative growth
of the strains on PDA, OMA, CM and MM media. B: Statistics of colony diameters (*: P<0.05; **: P<0.01).

AN, 47E PDB Fil CM B35 5L s 550t RN 9.7x10° A~ /mL, RBP4 U ARAY 54%;
ZA5tR ACgrvosA [BREIE /i Efil - BEIR 78 CM Whiigs 5 d, BARIERAE 7 &l
TEAERIEMR(E 6B, 6C): 7 PDB Hi3% 5d, 1.1x10"4/mL, M2 HRF44H 5.6x10°4~/mL,
HP A R B AR AL TP B 1.8x107 Ay /mL, 2848 AP RIBRARIY 51%. XULH] CorvosA kiR
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COWT =3 ACgrvosA-23 =21 ACgrvosA-24

A

100

80 ——pt

60

40

Inhibition rate (%)

20

0.8 mol/L NaCl

5 NaCl (A)F1 H,0, (B)XI & B #k4E KK 22

1.0 mol/L NaCl

ez ACgrvosA-25  mmm ACgrvosAlvosA

B 80 — 3k

B

Inhibition rate (%)
B
=
T

5 mmol/L H,0,

Figure 5 Effects of NaCl (A) and H,O; (B) on the growth of strains. *: P<0.05; **: P<0.01.

A WT ACgrvosA-23 ACgrvos4-24
PDB |
CM
COWT =3ACgrvos4-23 == ACgrvosA-24
B a5 C 12
2 E
S 20+ S
d g’
5 15F ';:
g ¢
= 10~ =
Z 3
S 5L 5
=) —
G 2
=0 )

Time (d)

ACgrvosAivosA

ACgrvosA4-25

\J

w1 ACgrvosA-25 wmm ACgrvosA/vosA

3 5 7
Time (d)

Ele6 SREMSERFHSA)RIE PDBIEFEMB)M CM BEREQO)FH~E  FiLFRBERE AT
Figure 6 The morphology of oval conidial (A) and their yield in PDB medium (B) and CM medium (C).

The arrows indicate the abnormal conidia. **: P<0.01.
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T N B e e e O DR SO . L 0 1
FMRAR LG, RASMRER T) R+ R A 0 5 G
BEER,
2.6 CgrVosA STOREF 94 fAFHE & RIS

W25 TR AE PDB IR A 85 % 3L vh 43 51l 15 37
3.5 K1 7 d, WHEAS RIS SR ) A O RDE 432
B, TEPERS I A E T e
SERLR P BEFERE SRR ARSI, ACgrvosA 2875
PRI OR B 43 A i R R S BB pal e 3, it
SEREFRRI 7 K, RAEKR ACgrvosA HIfL T &
RAA 52%, MEFA TR 95%, HAMAERERE
Y52 38 AR BRI K F-(8] 7A) 84T ACgrvosA
e JIIE A 1 B e 281 R 32 B 5

it — 2 X 45 AR R RDE 7 AE 8 74T CFW
et e B, AT B AR BB bR, 2848k ACgrvosA
ORI o A=Al LT oA A5 (B 7B). JLT
J 2 BT A0 M RE Y A RNy 2 —, LT R
oA AR B A REAE— B FE I R T 28 A8 R
F IR
2.7 CgrVosA X RE % HE BUH M RS20

HE 8 ATLLE H, AR PHERAS 4R

A B WT

CaOWT ACgrvosA-23 ACgrvosA-24
ACgrvosA-25 mm ACgrvosA/vosA
3d
gloor L, _ %
w L
2 g0t A
=} * %
3 *o
£ 60f by ****** 5d
E
<
il) 40
o
=
g 20
Q
= 7d
o 0
3 5 7
Time (d)

7 BREAFESERTFIALZEA)K CFW £ (B)

RUAL R, B A B TR AR . 2875 Pk ACgrvosA
FE AN AR AR BB TE FOK M I8 B B L s 3
KT B EMZES . LA UL CgrVosA A2 5l
PE AR HAH W B PE
3 itk

Velvet & FIVE N B AR A 15, &
WA GG b A, PGSR A 7% 2 0
22k, R e 44 e Velvet”, G346 VosA |
VelB, VeA Fl VelC 4 RUGY, EATIET T 1 5
MENAERK AT . Jot A A T o R
A 1) BT B A5 A 3 e vp R 4
I FHROS AR AT R BIH R CgrVosA
B A S ReHEAT T OESY, R BRI T RE
HA — MR

CgrVosA Z 5 ¥R A BAHE M E 774
Ko B IRIH W, 2278k ACsvosA 7t PDA |
CM Il MM 353736 b e A K AR i (R Ty
ARIBEARRY FEP B E R, VosA MR AR
PRI E TR A KB EN Y, FERkA B R,
VOSA ZRAFFRTE B Q1% 57 Bk (Sabouraud  dextrose

ACgrvosA-23 ACgrvosA-24 ACgrvosA-25 ACgrvosA/vosA

LLAFER R ILT UM A BT +*: P<0.01
Figure 7 Oval conidial germination rates (A) and CFW dyeing (B). Red arrows indicate the conidia with
uneven chitin distribution. **: P<(.01.
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Figure 8 Pathogenicity analysis of the wild type, mutants and the complementary strain. A: Mycelial plug
inoculation. B: Falcate conidial suspension inoculation. C: Statistical analyses of lesion diameters.
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