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Abstract: Chinese herbal medicines may be contaminated with microorganisms (pathogenic bacteria
and mycotoxigenic fungi) during cultivation, harvesting, processing, and storage, which causes spoilage
and consequently affects the safety of herbal medicines. This study summarized the microbial
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contamination of common herbal medicines in recent years, and compared the limits of microbial and
mycotoxin in pharmacopeias of different countries. Moreover, we reviewed the detection and

identification methods of microorganisms in herbal medicines to provide a reference for similar

research.

Keywords: Chinese herbal medicine; harmful microorganisms; contamination; identification of

microorganism

2 RO 45 24 b e A R T T L
AT L T A R i R s ) 590 A 7 O 7
HEZFEARAEY . sy st mzy
YR & T 25kt , SiHAERRIN SRR i 2h , S
WSy EFeab e, HARR AR, Hir, #&
X rp R 247 b BEEE R, R 2RO A D P 2™
W HEE B — 35, B E O SEE RO R
R AR AR , (EURE F 25 KOR AR s e 2
e B, ) e D R S HAT R U B A7
TE B HSE M Y W B AR 2 M4

AR S 3 o 28 TR B A T g 4 i
FE, RIEAFE Y QR 454 AR E
G2 ML R 2 R B0 B A ) 0 T 7 R BR
WURE ST, R 53 AR R T Rl AR ) 2 1Y
PR S S AN L, U O B2 i g vh 2
YRR T AR W s 36 o K T TR v 24 o 2 4
FEPE LA

1 R AR AT

FEFRE, TGO FoRER, AL A
Fifd . 2516, B . NS HF . K
BRI T R 2R R Z U s Y (R i 98 4138 )2
HARGT, 2015 4, Ju—REPWE BTy
LI 10 B 94 SR 251K R EA TR s G 4
S5 R KOR T AR B ECN 10'-10° CFU/g,
T ERE S80h 10'-107 CFU/g, it B R A6
HRFEIE 76.6%, Ho—HtR i KImRAE R,
2020 4F, JE—REYGI T 100 #PZ5K A,

HF A BB 10°-10° CFU/g, %5 B MEEE i
$h 10'-10* CFU/g, T #AEA IO R R 61.0%
Xof T 4 B8 SR 1T 16S rRNA L [H] 7 41 38 58 15 Sy il
T MUAT R . PN PR S E R T H N 3 R
2P EEEE L R AR AR 90 HEWR R
Wris Y, RIEEMMAY R BOK s, A
2 HEH B A K B P T TR o Chen 0 4% |
W LR 13 PR Wit R B,
83.3% M2y Z BN LT 4y, S E R R
WEE R T REMARRAN . Ak
ETXT H 25 AR Wi G B R A i 5E 42, Katerere
USRI AE T A B 16 25k kAT 4T,
A 15 MHEAZBINE . HE. BIIEANE
ERE Y, IR H 13 MREAK IR D EE.
Abou™FER YT BT 303 fyRES:, Horb 11 Fhnt
Kkt 6 MURISZIRE . 3 IR, P e
a2 B RS Y, LI . ST EE R
RHTE

SHT AR GEARGE , N A 2R 4
REHEAT HED), W 0 I B0 18 K R A
WL VTR M- B W B A A, AR
] 24 i WA 11 n RO R 24 R R W A A R
I, O R RN A A 7 i T
JERALST, KR A A AR R B E T
AT AR BL A PTEe , AB R R] S AR R
TR R A S0 A S0 T B LI 1 TR RS
IR, XX IR a7k fa R &
Ji& S NATT 2 22 4 i BB
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2 FHRANFEEERERFR

bR T Ay gk A, A A ) B
B RS Y 2R R AN TS Y i 5 — 28 )
R, BT BE RO R E B AR 1 B R I
A=Y, P RIS . B e
HAERE AR ED . BAETHEME 2000 42 LOK
E NIRRT E M ETEER B, (aflatoxin
By, AFB)Kill y BHPEE EHRIC S, R hey
15 Y d RO I LA BE R 2 AFBy, (T E
R ETIX 3 AR R A R B bR R
B, K HIE K 5.01-1 268.60 pg/kg. Waskiewicz
SRR ik 79 HEREW 25 kbl A7 2L
PR EE R U A, 45 R WoR it % 5 R A (ochratoxin
A, OTA)WIK H K F K 49%, MAREEZEIA
34 LN E PR 7 HIRE OTA, KHifEH A
2.9-36.7 ng/kg, I H AT E B —tk - B &0 A
8. Chen 0%t 48 7 P24 ik4T 6 Fl EL IR 85 %
fi#r AP, AFB,. OTA ik 8 & (citrinin,
CIT) K 23518 70.8% . 29.2%F11 8.3%, 4t
S MBI 5 OTA F CIT; BAME 5y B3
8 MR RERER, /e 3 MG E R L 1 BRI A
% . 1 ¥ Penicillium sacculum . 1 ¥RHGIEE . 1 kR
WHECHIAE A 1 MRS A . Han 5T R,
35 ik 50%LL B RORE SRS IR TR R
(fumonisin, FB), 75 44/K-F-24 0.58-88.95 ng/kg,
HopFp P20 BRE( . BT FB
BREA R . Yue ZEUFE 2 My RSB 1 RN
JURS MKk 1 2, SRR AR S T e T T 0 e
(deoxynivalenol, DON), FRF1ALAE S H AL EF K
3, HEEUEARAR, Bk 5
Xt 9 BhvEy FAR Y T 25 (BEEAR . AT L Bk R ARt
SBUAME KM HAEN . HATM . AT
B 2R L R TS PG, FIATREA
5% B oK IR 25 045 i (zearalenone, ZEN), i {H

7 0.76-4.99 pg/kgo HSCAE SO 4w H B
50 (R AT W SR i & A, ZEN
H1 DON A H 235351 Ky 34.0%7F1 33.0%.

ANEEPER IR R RS2 | AR AR =2
XA H TR R AT AR A v (R 1), e
ih A B 3 J2 2 el o AR A A B S E AR
177 ¥ B B A A7 B R B Y L 2830 °C, fefE:
pH {E A 3.4-5.51"%; 7= OTA [ EFERH WL 1%
M. wBEMEIN, mWE®E . Penicillium
glycyrrhizacola . P> H "G H B BPIRE
A4 OTA, OTA Z—Fsafit . B EmMEY,
5 il B 8 3 (R I A7 78 T 3 R 5 AR
s SRJITEIENIA] = Z R = 0 FB. T-2 #
R IR R R ZEN. MNEEHEKA
T 5 A S RGN 7 B ELTA OAFAE , — 5 T AT 3R
R Z B 5 205 Y KU AT RBIS Y 8
By IS Ry N T =11 e D = N DO K
M5, IS4 & R -4

3 HARHRAMAENKEGEFF
IR E LT

Fai, (i E 2588 ) 2020 4R f7(ChP2020)")
(FEEZ) 43 BR(USP43)PY . CRRIH 25t )
10.0 B(EP10.0)" . ( HAZGHL) 17 fiR(IP17)*
TR T 25RO (B 2R 25K ) I BUE D
Ky ik SRR AR e, 45 E 25 309 Kb 25K
AR 53 PR EE AR 1E W3R 2., USP43420237H Xt
HRZG I ST FE BSR4y, A TR
JERHESY) . BT RS T AN, a2k
TR, X ]/ 7 e A A PR K A
s ek, R ERE AL TR S PEAL R R i P
ANAHEZ AP S . EP10.045.1.87 4 24
AR 32 KRR (A) . BT AR
FIEEAR(B), 2 T LA B G ANREIAE B BOR (AL
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[6,10,12-18]

Table 1 Contamination of common mycotoxins in Chinese herbal medicine

FLUH B R FHOR R T YRR i

Mycotoxin Mycotoxigenic fungal species Types of contaminated Chinese herbal medicines

WEER T W55 Aspergillus flavus KE, WE®E., M, #EF, B, BRE, %

Aflatoxin % W% Aspergillus parasiticus i I A
Jujubae fructus, Myristicae semen, Platycladi semen,
Nelumbinis plumula, Coicis semen, Ziziphi spinosae
semen, Arecae semen, Corni fructus
Wik, EWR. AP, T
Polygalae radix, Corydalis rhizoma, Imperatae
rhizoma, Glycyrrhizae radix et rhizoma

HEH R i W1 55 Aspergillus ochraceus W55 Myristicae semen

Ochratoxin BN EE Aspergillus carbonarius HE, B, %3

YT B Penicillium verrucosum Glycyrrhizae radix et rhizoma, Scutellariae radix,

Codonopsis radix

hoEE W =8k T B Fusarium verticillioides M. B . =il SR

Fumonisin )2k JI T Fusarium proliferatum Persicae semen, Ziziphi spinosae semen, Viticis fructus,

Armeniacae semen amarum

T-2 # 2 T-2 toxin WA R JT B Fusarium sporotrichioides #1954~ Coicis semen

iR SR Rl RO IIE Fusarium graminearum FH I~ Coicis semen
Deoxynivalenol ORI Fusarium culmorum

K I 5 A KRR TI W Fusarium graminearum B Coicis semen
Zearalenone 1A Paeoniae radix alba

x2 HBEAAHRAHEMRIRE

Table 2 Limits of microorganisms in Chinese herbal medicine among pharmacopeia

2y K A YRR
Pharmacopeia Classification Limits of microorganisms
TAMC TYMC MRAE £ 2 FCBATE R RipRAE WITIRE
Total aerobic  Total yeast Bile salts tolerance of Escherichia  Salmonella
microbial and mold  Gram-negative bacteria  coli
count” count”
USP43 JEL T /R 1310 110 RAERLE REME  RIEME
Processed/Fried products Not provided Not provided Not provided
EP10.0 A 1x10’ 1x10° RAEHLE 110 AAGHG H ©
Not provided Not detected
B 1x10* 1x10? 1x10? AT Y AR ©
Not detected Not detected
C 1x10° 1x10°* 1x10°* AR AR
Not detected Not detected
P17 I 1x10° 1x10* 1x10°* AT Y AR ©
Not detected Not detected
1 1x10’ 1x10° ARAEHLE 1x10* ATREEH ©
Not provided Not detected
ChP2020 HED R 1x10° 1x10° 1x10°* AR AR

Oral products

Not detected

Not detected

Note: *: CFU/g or CFU/mL; ®: 1 g or 1 mL; ®: 25 g or 25 mL.
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i (C)o P17 43R WIS . il K A BR A4 i (1)
IO P BT 2 B A AR S (D). ChP2020
N 1107 AFESKE WA TR R OR o < B O ik
2 RN BB PRI T A i, 5 R
BN A B RRER T DI A B e, IE SRR IR T
CREZE IR R A I RR B, (R BA < B R
SRR W A P B B SR, i aE ) 1108
“HZIR A YRR A A T

A [F] 1 2 24 Mk LR 3 I PR (R 3) Wi
F 25, USP43 Il EP10.0 X AFB, YRR & & /™
¥, 4 2.0 pg/kg, ChP2020 38 | pUB 2351 ELEE

BERMDE RN 7 BB R W EJE, R
JKH AFB,. AFB,. AFG, fil AFG, X 4 fh# &
HOME] T MAER AFB,. AFB,. AFG;. AFG,.
OTA. DON. ZEN. JE# % % (patulin, PAT).
FB,. FB, }¢ T-2 #: & 11 g & , F1xfrp
R B i a R M R EOR WY R T IR
WL, 19 Fhrh 2y mE] T 24 B, B H
Jn ZEN FBR 5K

AR ChP2020 T8 H 25 01 R A= ksl
Tk BREEFRUME . HEFERWE E, [HREX
P HA 3 FR2y s A RpiE— e, RIS R

®3 HHENEESEHEMRE
Table 3 Limits of mycotoxins in Chinese herbal medicine among pharmacopeia
SR HIERE R RE IOE
Pharmacopeia Mycotoxin Limits (ug/kg)  Target
USP43 AFB, 2.0 B IR I
AFs¢ 4.0 Dietary supplements
EP10.0 AFB, 2.0 izk7ES]
AFs? 4.0 Herbal drugs
OTA 20.0 H ¥ Glycyrrhizae radix et rhizoma
JP17 AFs* 10.0 H: 24 Natural medicines
ChP2020 AFB, 5.0 AiE MR OBEAR. R B B MR KR, R RO
AFs* 10.0 BT T BRB . EGE . RO, AT R2F . AT mE
EEHROTH) ., Py, U, DT RER
Scorpio, Scolopendra, Arecae semen, Ziziphi spinosae semen, Coicis semen,
Persicae semen, Bombyx batryticatus, Hirudo, Pheretima, Jujubae fructus,
Cassiae semen, Nelumbinis plumula, Citri reticulatae pericarpium,
Mpyristicae semen, Sterculiae lychnophorae semen, Platycladi semen, Hordei
fructus germinatus, Quisqualis fructus, Polygalae radix, Corydalis rhizoma,
Propolis, Aspongopus, Strychni semen, Eupolyphaga steleophaga
ZEN 500.0 B
Coicis semen
ChP2015™!  AFB, 5.0 S I VAN % NS I K I IO 5N ST 9/ N SN
AFs? 10.0 R ET L BRE . RESRE. JHEREE . T, . R T &

Scorpio, Scolopendra, Arecae semen, Ziziphi spinosae semen, Coicis semen,
Persicae semen, Bombyx batryticatus, Hirudo, Pheretima, Jujubae fructus,
Cassiae semen, Nelumbinis plumula, Citri reticulatae pericarpium,
Mpyristicae semen, Sterculiae lychnophorae semen, Platycladi semen, Hordei

fructus germinatus, Quisqualis fructus, Polygalae radix

Note: % Total of AFB,, AFB,, AFG, and AFG,.
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SFEREE I BT RS BRI, 328 A Xk KUBS: 8 # v
R BTN ZG AL, [R5 PR Y BR
JERRUE, AR RS ROR R 4
4 PEMERTA

Fe [ H 25 P Tl A Rl = 2 A 5 75 AU AT
S, R R RE TR, TR PR S TR
R 2 R R . KR AW A ] R St
6 NIH, oAb i — R A £,
EIERUR AR ETT i 5 O T R A RCR , R
T B T R R AR FE TR, WESE
E R NN R R Y Al NN TINGY O S I fE LS T
B2 7 i WS B9 AR 4 s T A5 R 0 IR T
SRS BRI R Ak, BT = W2 (adenosine
triphosphoric acid, ATP)& 64 H T /K BT FA
PR IRSEE A P ARG A ] R 4 45
Y BERE TR 53 B B ARAE & 5 M3 o I i v A 42
FARAEHT, Al A S 40 Rl R U
PCR il 2 9 A R SR ME . H ARG B G2
Frolbp e, LR B EUR R RIE . 238, 5
FEDIIN7E

IR HEOR AT R YR S, BRI AR
A A T S A TS e R R S ol A
KR, EARERmERA FRUEY L4
DB o R T S R B R R A e ek
. ARSI DL ARG, NI LR 75 L
PEATRR . RS E R BRI L. H AT A6k
AW T LA 3 T
41 ETRFEREFGZE

RRTTIEIE FRTE ah 25 ah A B HILAY B [ K
DA AR i W TR F B E AN T, B
LG WRERTE 25 4 R AE R A 74 2 b S 0T,
O 255 M 5 R Bl 1 P9 S ) SR 28
GARUER T L AT L A, e B SR A A
&, RIEEAEE R MR R SRR G2

OWARRIE) 5 53 260 R AR MEATRT LU ARTFEE R . A=
F AR A S 4 it TR A 0 G2 %o % e B T )
AR T B AR =, AT S HE b i o
FAR) API. VITEK 2 Compact %5 2527 ] FiF
1T AN RE T Y72 o Biolog AR M % e R4 2 %
FHT e NP FRERE TR AL, 38 ] 2551 700 ZFhe2
RELH . X LLUETE R GUARRTE A PA B3R
RN e ey iR C VA T RN A S
SR TERE PR, R R I A P i A AL
SRR R, R al 15 2 e 4551

1R G R AV Y e 7 1l AR R, 3 TS
0 28 AR Af e B 5 P A 1) £ 2 R S AR K
15 QL A A W R 26 (A T 5 T BT B ) R AR 7S
W OLGUE A R AR, B AT LA 2 A A
(1) HiEG WAl S Yy, 0 T8 R K
BURRIR S IR AR WD JE I FERT 5 (2) X525 A B
SRR, FRRIE B IR A S E T D
SR T E HA R KT E 5 (3) M
RAZACARAE A S AL, [7) Ja 54> 1) ol A A S 1oy A
T, 2 U DR E B E R A s (4) k%
Sl R 9 A B A0 T A T o
42 ETYBEUFRE

B B 1Y 28 o B A2 SO R R, TE
1991 4F, Naumann Z£>g 45 H {d B0 A5 421 41
1% (Fourier transform infrared spectroscopy,
FT-IR)E AR AT TR 5 . 2R s E
LA S W 1Y) 2 T A Pl A S0 1 A 2 B 1
s, REHHBD ROtEEREL, 4
TEFEA TR . EAT . BoKAE Y BIR ag,
R EAT T S T I A O . R OA
FH FT-IR FARKG M 13 e WA 2 I SO 1
FFEE ST AR Y FT-IR i/ H0E B 12 SR
IER ot RN B N R RS T FT-IR 78
TLA= 1) 4 5 oI ) 1 ]

AT A S5 DO A W H A T I ) o
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1% 7 (matrix-assisted laser desorption/ionization
time of flight mass spectrometry, MALDI-TOF
MS)Je i AR T AE PRl B E BOR , %
R A R N RER E B, 2R RAL
PRAG B 2 45 S0 T I 5 b B R R AT
XF, AEILIr b Z N SE AR Al JE K F B 4
o HEABE . HEW . mEEAR S, &
FITFA0TR b 40 A0 EL G s e B2, Fae
REJHTHE R 2 000 FhiyH WA . 2017 4F
4 J1, & RS2 % AR AL Pp 23 (Clinical and
Laboratory Standards Institute, CLSI)A 7 T %%
— i fifi FH MALDI-TOF MS ¥ % % /Wiy
16577 81 CLSIMSS, bpii & Bl R T
Wy B & B AT B R, IR E
E FTPRMECRYIE RS . BR TTEIGIK . &k, L
A AE BN )z, WA E ¥ MALDI-TOF
MS 0 T 25O AR P TS G pE o o Tk
45 il MALDI-TOF MS ¥ % 5 7E # 16 %5
7 ASELAP 40 HEAESL T RIRY 23 BRANR, 5000
e T 2E MM R . BRI E . 2820
8 A AT R . AR 2R ik 5
2P HEEY, BARAIFA MALDI-TOF MS
R A BT EORE A, (RIS T2 . AL B
BB, HFE bR 2145, HSEE R W ACR 1
AAEPY S 2 B AR DR X 266 BRI RAR AR
IR P T A B SR R R I T, IR S
Kt @A B s 2, IR 485 T MALDI-TOF
MS VL 55) F TR AIRE J) o NI, MALDI-TOF MS
PR TR 5 O R BT R A A 22 R LR SRR
STEATHIR BAT R BRI, — I i n] B B SR AL
3 V25 A S e e O e Fol A 00 45 ) A R O AR
RO 3 53— 5 THI 3 3 SO B B v 4 R O
43 ETHTENFERE

PCR I ARAYPGE R AR Y A 2R 4
4> PCR BARTEGAE Wy i 1y & IR 14 5 PEAS:

I A Jee B BAE 1 2 5t 438, B DL A A PCR
£ PCR, SLATHIEE R PCRPT LR AL 4L
T PCRPYEE, A tharF Rl ik, Wnkkihig
HEIE HLIK (pulsed field gel electrophoresis, PFGE) .,
MR o B 2 47 45 81 4 B (multilocus
sequence typing, MLST)ZP% ) % FA% 45 ik 6 104
ik, BB E A REA R | R R
Do, HASZ AR KBS 57 L5 B YT 1 i 5 )
M35t % 1A FR R T T G0 4 o R 1 43 28 Ok
F, WHHAEH .

SRR O T RER Y
Y558, BN 16S rRNA BE[H | ITS X, 26S rRNA
SR DU/D2 KB AN R Al i . 2 1 R e Bk E AL
B3 FAR R, X Se B LR 34T PCR 973 | HL
KAy, W RS L AR EE T
XF, GG RGELRB TR RIRAE ARG R
SR, BB DR () 7 91) 3 B 7 S Ja AN ()
ANE G R TR . RS R A5 A A
1) v 20 v 28 R 8 2 A iR (Burkholderia
cepacia complex, BCO)ZFHA- Y AGE 1A
BR, R ISCfel 221 B0 e R 3 2 4 R R 2 )
ook B i S R MER R . R E O T femd
15 16S rRNA J [H] i) Ef e 21 5 v 4 1) T 18 Fif
A ERE ; 1 EED IR T 81 AMUPT T IR E B
B, AT AN R o/ ol 3 A/ L7 B 1] BT A A
M5 Su SR FAZ AR A K I 3 (ribosomal large
subunit, LSU). %t RNA RAEHEE 11 55—
WHE(RPB2) . ¥ K HF 1o (TEF1a) 5N 7
Y Z IR Torulaceae B9 FE Y, 61, 1 ITS
X . B-TEE A F N (Bend) . 55035 8 (2 A
(CaM) .RPB2 J¥ A\ BG4 BT WIHE 22K LR B %5
2 8 A KO S R AR

Bt 5 I P B R H B A FEAIR, =
S0 A R B FH T 24 RO T P TR A
5%, FET 16S rRNA JEPH/ITS 473 I 5 Al 4
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FIAEMZFErE . W FEMER . MEYS
A2 KRS, 2HEPIRA 16S rRNA
FERYHEFHOR XS . B WAL BRR
WL RERE . 8 AT 60 FHE R 25 R UEA T
AEVIRBESHT, AT 6 A1 27 DNE A
B, KR B AT EC T A SR A PR S
B RO, BN 2R R TS YA B
A —E W EOR KK . 2R SR ITS § 17
FARMN 7 AW ARE] 3 17 18 49 40 H
82 Bl 120 J& 3t 191 FIILH, #AWFLICHL B T
e A 3R TH A PR 7 2H L SRR X = FE IS L o
FER Y 0P R R e, Gd sy bs
IO R R G, AR PRI ST B A BE R T
RS PEAT I 5 W0 R i O 2R W 15 8 R i AT &E
WAL, A SR i M ] 25 3 BOT A A ) R
117 7 388 St 00 3 R N S DNA 6470
J¥ 38T, SRR — 7 Yk A BT AR R TR s e X
Bl RS A —E s, S FR 545k 5%
DAL A, Rl AR K TR A P S bR
T, 38 AT ARAT 52 5% 1 B Rl R U

5 %iE

FEPHRAMREZ | Rz, A
WA BUZEYY, N T R AR BN 25 By i U R
WEIE . BoRE A, BRMRE, SEY
i) P i R 2568 4 o IR PR 2551 R AR
Yris g R A, SR A S P2y b SR
FROERE) . AN Rl MBI IR L I A R B RO Bk
HPECE . PRI AR, A BT ER E
YR A PIBR BRIl s EFRATE | SCHE R BOR R
SR A VHE 568 78 TP B HG I T 3o A ) A 3 A
HEY, NTPEAG O XUBS: | 36 35 75 ek IO e i
R R A s M ARACREROR G B A
AWrfd e TR HlAR R, REEOT 24, R
Franit, Mmifedt 2yl ae . Ay AR,
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