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Advances in structure and function of peptidyl carrier protein
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Abstract: Peptidyl carrier protein (PCP) is a core module in non-ribosomal peptide synthetase (NRPS).
According to the assembly mechanism, each module of NRPS contains at least one PCP domain. PCP
plays a role in the delivery of amino acid residues and polypeptides in different catalytic domains, and it
serves as a platform to transfer amino acid residues and polypeptides to other internal modification
enzymes. This paper reviews the structure, function, interaction with other catalytic domains, and the
reduction of recombinant module activity of PCP, aiming to provide a theoretical basis for the

construction of recombinant NRPS modules.
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AE AW A K5 B% B (non-ribosomal peptide
synthetase, NRPS)J& 2 Y12k AR B4 i 4L
ZIRG M —KI R, 25 2R HA R R AV
P R AR AR B K £ K (non-ribosomal peptides,
NRPs) AP &Y, HHEIRIK NRPs ©AEAEY
= 24 G5 AS B T A, AndnE 2 W R A
R.BARTEER . LR YHERE R M
G T F R R A0 R PR A g B B
R g 4% 58 1 NRPS & A AR AR Z K .

NRPS &t 2 M HZH i KRB 2 D) R
H, AR FE R An B | SE {2t
IR, A [ AE H i) 44 Ak 45 1) Sel 7 e b LA 25
B EIR R Z 7 W i AR R R AR U
FK B AR 25 1 (peptidyl carrier protein, PCP)X
FRER A AL 4544 B (thiolation domain, T), /& NRPS
PIAZ D BE R IER,  17 T 78 25 e Ak 2540 S AN I 18 1
il Z A% 7y aliAk . NRPS RZERY KL
AAEEHLE () DT R B (1) TERR R R
(A-PCP i), PCP BRIz BESi sk £ Hie iy
HHF(PPT transferase, PPTase)iR |, MAEELIS
A apo 7% A E Y holo 2% (2) MR ALZEH

I (adenylation domain, A), i FtIEFE. BLIG
IR 8 S LR R 1 AL S N Zk3) holo-PCP |
(3) HEAREH(C-A-PCP BEHL) o) 45 4 45 #4355
(condensation domain, C), st LR ILAY
BRI R IEIR Z [ IREEIE B 5 (4) 44
K Z IR R 2RI, PCP T liFIY C 45t
Sl iE R A T T 45 1 1 (thioesterase, TE)HUIL,
W 2 INEE K BT sl B b . BRT, X A 451
B C S5 E %, {BxF PCP iz il PCP
P B A B SR A b . AR SCIE S X PCP
W45 D RE S 55 H At 25 44 35 ) AR AR 4k
1reiik, AH5E PCP 5 IR iffiEfb 45 # Bk ny
Fr iR 5] R 4] NRPS A5 i) #) g 412 {1t 2R
AR

1 PCP— MBI A KB AL

PCP J2& i 80-100 /™24 JE B2 5% HEAE) B 1 2844
1,29 10 kDa, 5 R4 Ff(polyketide synthase,
PKS)FIHg I R 5 B i (fatty acid synthase, FAS)

Module 1 Module 2 Module 3 Module 4

Bl 1 NRPS BURKGRENERULEN A JJRITEEHE; PCP: IREEEIRE N C: HE 45
E: RS2t 5 TE: BiBRMELSHE. PCP WY FARTE/R T UELS M. 75— 4 B NRPS v, ¥
RF I S (A-PCP), #E AR 2 DNEMBIEL(C-A-PCP), o 1 AT, LaitRE
1L (C-A-PCP-TE)

Figure 1 The assembly line-like modular structure of NRPS. A: Adenylation domain; PCP: Peptidyl carrier
protein; C: Condensation domain; E: Epimerisation domain; TE: Thioesterasedomain. The additional
subscript label in the PCP domains indicates the downstream domain. Domain architecture of a four module

NRPS containing an initiation module (A-PCP domain, blue), two elongation modules, one with an additional
epimerisation domain (C-A-PCP domain, yellow) and a termination module (C-A-PCP-TE domain, purple).
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R IR 2 /R 85 F (acyl carrier protein, ACP)
HA AR LE R get 0 AR 1A R R S
o, OSSR B R E CHEN,
Ui 235 1 Sl A 1 I ) 2 B PR T B i ik Bk iz f 4 T
Uit AL Sk A s O PCP g s
(&1 2)F0 = a5 #y (18 3) Lbefiay, i 4 A Jem)
AT o BRE S Z IR IXA R, P A T o 1R
JiE 1 Z BB 3R X Il PR AR X T PCP iR
B WA 4R PCP 45 By FR e M
A EE/ERY, PCP A 2 Fh2RAL, PR TIELH

e Ppant

)
1
]

o oy (= oy

VWAV
W
VWAV

(HH\H\

[
[

2 PCP Sl — REMB ZIERT
Figure 2 Linear representation of secondary structure
of PCP domain.

PDBid=2FQ1

B3 BT E R NRPS Rt PCP G435 A9 & i
¥y

Figure 3 Crystal structure of a PCP domain from
enterobactin NRPS system.

Hethy i K AVEE G U R A e 1 5 PCP
Gh, HATE R T ZMii e 18 PCP, 45
Blm [ "2 PILIVIHI ColAla™, 1 B! PCP 7
o $25E ALz B EA 2 DRI,
il 7 PCP IS4 5-6 NEIEMIRKE, Wik
PCP 7E o BRHE I 19 N Rum#lA /57 Y LGGXS
Iy, H Ser B45G WERRIZ I Hi A & e
(4'-phosphopantetheinyl, Ppant)i#f 1 #{§ PCP
IOP5:195°5 Sl

2 PCP MMy 8% It R LA

PCP 0 75 2 PPTase ¥ CoA f¥J Ppant
HIELGLER L (E 4), 885 5 PCP s FE IR T £
SRR I (1 P R4 % 3211, PPTase #%
WFE 4y 325, 17 PPTase (AcpS AY), I1#Y
PPTase (sfp B AN PPTase (&5 %), H fif
XFF 1117 PPTase HBF5E 80, i H LLAS Y 80E
A5 7E FAS 5 PKS WG ARG, A0 T 1
AR C a2 gk 1 R, AcpS BUAN sfp
R PPTase WP HIKEE . MR A5 . PRF 57 A
A K2 P R sfp Xk A 24
RGM PCP ) iz WRYEnlRe 1, ABTEHA
NRPS R4 FRIE PCP RIS, Frlife
NRPs A= )5 n i WH5E sfp 55 PCP YA ELAF:
FABY, FEM B ZEHLFT B sfp/PCP gk 'Asp
"Glu #1 'Glu 5 Mg* i iz, His 5 CoA 454,
i "Lys. "Glu F1 "Lys & i PCP 454 114517
FRIX 3] Beld %5:2%%%t sfp Al NRPS Hf PCP f %
JEAN T R sfp T T —AN/ NI K 28 1
2 1A o SRBEFNET— IR LLES 3 4> o BR3¢
MBS IR, PCP Y o BE T EAY *Leu
AT Met B MEE L A BEAE X A28 s 5 sfp &R
BKAHEAER, WESE sfp il PCP JE AH B4R
PR B KA B 1 B AR ST Y
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Figure 4 PPTase catalyzes the formation of holo-PCP from apo-PCP.

=1 AcpS E 5 sfp £ PPTase A X 5
Table 1

The difference between type AcpS and type sfp PPTase

Differences Type AcpS Type sfp References
Length of amino acid sequence 120 aa 240 aa [21]
Conserved motif P2 (GxD) P1 (PxxP) [19]

P3 [(F/W)(S/T/A)xKE(S/A)xxK] P2 (GxD)

P3 [(F/W)(S/T/A)xKE(S/A)xxK]

Mg*" binding site 1 2-3 [19,22]
Spatial structure A homo-trimeric structure with A pseudo-dimeric fold with one active site, [16,22]

active sites each monomer resembles AcpS
Substrate Apo-ACP in type Il PKS and Apo-PCP in NRPS [19-20,22]

type I FAS

Apo-ACP in type I PKS and type II FAS
Apo-ACP in type | PKS and type I FAS

PCP 7ER T 538 23 K ARG 8 1k
Koglin ZEPHF5E RS T TycC3-PCP &, A
PCP A ABHIE 1Y apo JE A (A F7Y)FN E Bl 0%
) holo JTE A (H 4 BY)5F 2 FhAs e T I ASER E
H e R B (A/H A5 A F AR PCP &b T
RIGHIM S, o B2HE 1 A ILERIFRPIRE, 37T
LRI T o e ILMIVZIE]; 24 Ppant %
ZEFEAE PCP 2P H AG TR, o IBUREITILE T,
FE o BHEIVE 1 FATHES, o B85E 1T 5151
DL 22 A BRIR A FF e AL, i Ppant RERESTE
PCP R KLE s, A, Tufar 2TE
1t sfp/PCP EHHAKE G HA A/H #RIFN H #)
AU PCP RERS 5 sfp KAEMEAEM, A ALK
PCP {LZ7R H BEAE 1 sfp BEFR LI,

3 PCP GBS MEHBNAHE
(3

7E NRPS ZR4GiH, NRPs [ & T 2
PCP M 24 SE R 5% L sl s S5 v [ ARTE | . Tl
Sitik =z Mfeis . G5 RV, PCP W sfp
15 )5, HS-Ppant 553 o ME I & EEARSTFHY
Ser FM%E [, {H Ppant 7 HH g -5 PCP Hy4Z%.(»
MEAEM, PCP M =gt R kA4 %%
fb, Tk PCP iz dhaAm ALY, H
Hi, f#RE PCP #izrh AR HLRI (& 5)i 5 %
BB, Ak PCP AU Y — b 2A ek
M-, 2 5 TR ke Ak ol R % 4% v B) 4 T A3 3o
DL s g P i T AR T I B 11 2% 2] holo-PCP 1Y)
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H
aa,  aa,
Saa”

B 5 PCP ZEMBHEZRERNG A ZULRPRRIRIT 2R A S5 BUEfL: 2 ATP BEHEA
BRI, 16 T A B A 1 A7 15 Ak 5 0y % 77 488 PCP (1) Ppant |5 B: C 255l fb 2 BRERGTE B, FF
HA 24 PCP &5 A iet, RIELRFIZARAI AL, 2 2 LGB [RE 19 PCP iy, C 454 308k e 0% i
162 MR Z B IR B 8 C: E S5 S fk PCP 455 Z2 K C Rumsk 5 b b, Al <R Y
C 25 R SR IRBE M AE K s D: TE 75t ZREERIRIL, K255 7% PCP Y Ppant | 1 22 JIKEE /K iR BRI
Figure 5 The mechanism of amino acid transfer of PCP domain. A: The adenylation of amino acid
monomers is catalyzed by the A domain: after ATP selection and adenylation, the activated monomers are
loaded onto the Ppant of PCP through a thiolation reaction; B: The C domain catalyzes the formation of
polypeptide bonds and has two PCP binding sites, donor and acceptor sites. When both sites are occupied by
homologous PCPs, the C domain can catalyze the formation of peptide bonds between the two substrates; C:
The E domain catalyzes the epimerisation of the C-terminal residue of the PCP-binding polypeptide. The
neighbouring C domain completes the subsequent extension of the peptide chain; D: TE domain is

responsible for the release of the polypeptide chain, and hydrolyzes the polypeptide chain of Ppant bound to
PCP to release it.

Tel: 010-64807511; E-mail: tongbao@im.ac.cn; http://journals.im.ac.cn/wswxtbcn



NSRS IRIE AR B (1 250 D BE OB Tet Jig

2783

HS-Ppant B |-, HS-Ppant {E M Z2ER, o] LUK
G54 MR RSS2 NRPS 2 40 N X A Ak 25
) 35 P 8 7 R 1O
3.1 PCP ##ig5 A &M EEER
NRPS ZGiH A Z5H 5 2 TR 1) 45
M : 29 400 DERAER) N R i 7 45 14 35
Acore FIZ 100 DRI C RV Z5H IR Ags »
2 LSRG — A BeRE AR I IR X, A
LERIAE Mg FAAERI 2RI, KA ATP fiEfL
JCW R, T8 S 1k i 2t -AMP Hh i) {4
(F 5A), HfkFERE S| PCP Fd g, &
7 Lk 175 v ] A 1) R T B R S M 1 4 1
B4, N A-PCP MUZERIIRAEZ A4 PA122187
M EntFCUSRZER Z I A-PCP B & E AW
— s AR (K 6), PCP 253 1 o B2UHE 11 LA
GiK R FAHEAER], i Ace FU5E 11 A
o gy PCP WIFRSF Ser Y Ppant )ik
B2 AL T PCP Z5H B o BR5E T A ol B
T Z [ IR DS Ay YA S B o A4) ARG Fi AH
PEHIP, Alfermann 55U FHOK FOBi e 26 28 4
- (Aneurinibacillus migulanus)) NRPS Fibt
GrsA 1 A-PCP XUESMIBEITHIOETRE, LA
(fluorescence resonance energy transfer, FRET)
AT A L5 AL 35 RN PCP A8 7 ) A= L) #5248
b, i@ RAE PCP 25 b BE AR T Y Ser 3R
% PCP (S573A), Native-PAGE /R FERIEIE
RESE 4 FIHREL apo-A-PCP (S573A)HY A ZEHhIH,
I, {H apo-A-PCP (S573A)5j#F4: % holo-A-PCP
i) FRET A7 8.3 2 5, RIRZE A gt
PCP (S573A)KRKEAMEANER . A, Alfermann
LU 1B 87 42 B holo-A-PCP H 45476 PCP
) HS-Ppant B9 A< it 57 5k 2 ik 1 A4 4 5t 27
AT, WSS S E R holo-A-PCP LAY
WEZESR, AME-AMP L A S5 5% 7% 2
PCP 53, X5 25 i 4 - — 3.

PDBid=4DG9

E6 PCP5 ALZHHMNESYRIRIALEH
Figure 6 Crystal structure of complex formed
between PCP and A domain.

I, ZAME-AMP i A 458 m PCP /Y% Fo 7 2
PCP HO34IE, sfp DA CoA MW i fit s 1k S
I F5 HS-Ppant 255 7E PCP ROLRSF Ser FMII%EE,
SR J5 B HS-Ppant 5 Z([%-AMP 455 58 U5 .
3.2 PCP W5 T ir&EMBEEIER
TE L5 R, C F TE g5 a3k DL K HiAh
&, a0 PR Ak 45 #4 48 (cyclization domain,
Cy). HREEF5 M (methyl-transferase, Mt), 544
Ak 25 K4 3 (epimerization domain, E)&, #PRES
PCP KEANTAE, H[HZ5 NRPs (45 Y,
3.2.1 PCP £#)ig 5 TE &M a9+EE/ER
TE 454 87E NRPS 489495 i 2 v
ATTHEIL S B REE A BT (] 5D), & NRPS
RGBT IR Z MERTE . TE 450
AT wiZe, 18 TE g5ty & 240k
B ) e X 23, 11/ TE 532 7 53R
IR INER A PCP AR EED ), TE 253
1) AR ZE R —A~ 7 6 B ISt 8 A o 1RiE4
i, o 2 A o SRER B A BB A R Y s
ZEM I RSFIT GxSxGY, TE Z5Hik 5
PCP 45 #4) 388 12 3 THT 3 /K AH LA FH 0 28 O TR 45 1)
W2 B A RGEE, PCP AT+ XI5 TE
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oD TE 2 s, 35 7 X 25 T PCP Al
TE Z5 3k 7 S (B 7)), Zhou %P
HRZHHERSRAG T EntF By PCP
AR ST 2 FEBR WF 58 PCP 55 TE 45 44 38, 22 ] (1) 4
HAEM, RIALT PCP i o BEHEILRY 2 1S5k
5 17Gly Fi ' OMet JE IR B TR TE 45 #4381 ¢
B[R F, PCP-TE WUisk 45 F4 Bl 2% 422 foh X 3 2> %
AR ISR, X R« XX PCP
PIPRSE Ser MU PI4Rr S U A B ZVE A .
3.2.2 PCP4#MIE5S CHE G#BMEEIER

C Z5MIEA—ME VvV FEEMNE, HIEL
O I (R R AR R, 43 SR N R i e R C R
Ui o PR AT AL O — A B P, m
KR o BUHE . AL A7 3P HHxxxDG i T
N R Ui e B4 6 AT o BT 4 Z R IR IX L,
X — ISP R EEAE R 2 IR A T G
(F 8); M HL{A F Az 44 1) S Mok L 25 5 B %k B o7
M, HHxxxDG 57358 T 21K PCP &
Mk SEAZ M, A2 R b (k58 19 Pk 5 27 1) o A%
s YAREERIE BB, b b A IS B B A7 1A
PCP (& 5B)!', E Z5#l 5 C 4544 3 ) R 1

“lid” region

@
/ ~ PCP

TE domain

Wiz

E7 PCP5 TE &HEESYHIRKEH
Figure 7 Crystal structure of complex formed
between PCP and TE domain.

PDBid=2VSQ

PDBid=2VSQ

8 PCP5 CHMEBESYHRKEN

Figure 8 Crystal structure of complex formed
between PCP and C domain.

RAK, (HU REGE®R, C S5k v 7RIt 4
(151 9), 15 PCP Z5#I A5 41 5 RIFEAL T 2 4
A4 B TR 22 (), 670 T % BRI 7 i A v
EIEIRTRILH L B SH4k 0 D B 5O)N 7,
Samel %R ST i 22 A U TycC i 5
f) PCP FIfidh 6 i C LML & ESEN
PCP-C Wy dh iR ZE M R B, LR FI3Z ik PCP 25
B A TS R L 15 A T4 7 0] oA i
b, FFHAEPCP-CHEGEHP LI T 241 E
AR b R S 56 R I B =2 1) & A T &R LA
Mo 5540 PCP (i fL 5% 3L Ser Al C 45 #4358
) **His Z [B]#H 25 4 47 A, u# HS-Ppant 2214
BT LAFEMMAYTE (2 20 A), X—%50 5 Lai
GO B FE R A A R B EntB 2K E A
FIBFIE 45—, PCP #BALT A/H Ity 4 ]
PA&E G IRSBE, {32 HS-Ppant %07 55 Ser [ff
SN IUE- 95 ST Oy (AR Wy Wiy ) XA I E B
e Lai FEPVpgmsee, &bt PCP LY
HS-Ppant 5 C Z5fs F 54 G MEHA X
SRR SRR AR L BE U 16 A, REWS
RAGKMHEAEN . XKW PCP iz
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PDBid=5ISX

B9 PCP5E4#HEEEMMRIKLEH
Figure 9 Crystal structure of complex formed
between PCP and E domain.

H1 C S5 M3 40 & i IR BE 5 22 PCP b F A/H 7Y
o H B 5 LI PCP Ml C 45 #4358, 2 8] i 4 5+
PR

Chen ZEP4ifL T HFFH K S A AU GrsA
A #hi et A-PCP-E i PCP-E 1, Hiv PCP
DL A/H WRIGE S B 25 E, T X
(®Ne-"*"Thr)ix A E 253k m A, tbah,
PCP #5411 Ppant B UA—&E MM E 453
2 AR IE PR A, B X 20 N4
FERR AR IL P SEIT PCP Z5H91Y 3 AL E 4%
P TE f# 2, Chen EPHANIXA BT PCP
N Sy A B e e PN S): E E P OE o3
WMEmA 2 NEF, 20ldm CArg *Asp
Y Arg/ ™ Glu LA, $RAL T AR B A R
PP XUENTE B 4508 b, X 5% EntBPY
i) PCP MW ZE R —E, PCP M) o B5iE 1T A
o BRHEIISE MR 240 E 250 H AR .
RE C I E S g /ARl #aT L PCP
BRR S, (R E S h 5 AE R
15 C GBUAIR, C 45 B2 i vl i 45 1y
WX 5 PCP KAAHEAEN], T E 45#45 5 PCP
) A AR FH B4 AR Jo 2 300 2ok 45 40 358 3% T 1) Eb A
HAFREES G

4 HARRE

PCP £ NRPS RGO A5, 7
ORI AN b (Rl Z i 2] HoA NRPS 25495,
FERE F Al NRPS BIHAE A 5 1 e % 5 2 A
o SRTA SO E NRPS A9 8 24 B R
S EEF IR B R ERTHES AT XN [ 2 A
AHERAM T . HHE NRPS B 4B 558
FEAEARZ a1, A [R] Y = 4 0 ) 5 2 40 A AN [
b IR (AR S R Y A T S AR
PG PR =2k, Owen 51N 2 VR
[l {5 % NRPS 24 HH 1 PCP Jhfr i 4, &
J& PCP HIEUfi B4l NRPS #EbiGdElesk .
Linne YL BE A E 25000 1542
|| PCP 1) HS-Ppant 45 G {37 55 B 30 14 L5755 7 11
R, Caleott Z W4 T PCP-C-A H Ak,
R I PCP X T4 bslA R SRR, A,
F TE Ml E 253 ¢ R PCP 7E B A it 5
TWEEAN C S5 R R A A BAE B PR
ik BAb, C Z5H AT 40 6 SN X 32 & PCP
R R LRI AR R B, BHAE A
TR R IE IR ok I 2 e 2 ke 11, Hmn
Ve [vi) 058 4 3 P 9 e 2 T e BRI T Y
IEBERE R TR B T, XS s = 1 1
S PR S S50 MR AR AT LUE 23 X PCP Y B2
JE AR S A e 04 Bt %5 CRISPR/Cas % [K 41 4
BEARLERL A . 2RITEFR I, RA
T PCP 5 L AhZ5 A4 380MH BAE FH AL, 12 4
B EE G MK DNA R BORIEE N H 4R
i F 41 NRPS [ @R Kigig s, FAA
T M) (DNA-templated NRPS, DT-NRPS)ZH
B F NRPS 3228 F 4R 4 AR A %8 = T NRPs
(A, Bl X e R &, R PCP %6
SR S A YO SO PR NRPs 421G
AL i AT R
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