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Structure and catalytic mechanism of glutamate decarboxylase:
a review
SUN Lei WANG Yuan BAIYing-Guo LUO Hui-Ying YAO Bin TU Tao

Key Laboratory for Feed Biotechnology of the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs; Feed Research Institute,
Chinese Academy of Agricultural Sciences, Beijing 100081, China

Abstract: Glutamate decarboxylase, a widely distributed in plants, animals and microorganisms in nature,
is a pyridoxal-5'-phosphate-dependent enzyme. It undergoes structural changes in an acidic environment
and can irreversibly catalyze the a-decarboxylation of L-glutamic acid or glutamate to produce
v-aminobutyric acid. y-aminobutyric acid, as an inhibitory neurotransmitter in human body, has important
physiological functions and can be widely used in the food and pharmaceutical industries. In this paper, the
research progress of the structure and catalytic mechanism of glutamate decarboxylase was summarized.
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A, BES AW rh 296 096 BUETE 15 M N
pH MFA, [RIESB IR AR A7 SR A i 508 3 T
AN RTINS 0 , JFTEHRT B AN A 22
B AR N A 250 Ak, FES AN
GABA [AIME R4EE EEMERIR, FERHN
K () MESLRGETED; Q) ik KME
st ) sueees @ RIFRETS 6) 1
JrEEnE: (6) HARIAE: BR LIRTIRESS, GABA
W B Foph Z R AR BT AL, A CE LA ) B B AR
W WG S IKEEA . Bl R R R AL TR
FELRE 400 S 9 A e K AN i b 2R i AT R e
GABA 1£ [ 259U A5 2 BOR Z )T . GABA ik
DIES . AR ER, ST LIRS
— T B DAL S 0 ) b T 7 Il

Hur Tkl 4 GABA ffEfb2AA ALYk
MR RO, A AR A LA 2 & ik
BA B R R AR AR OL Y, ek
WA AZ O R R AR ORI . 2 =R R
fiff(glutamate decarboxylase, GAD)&—Fh i T
BRI PE % (pyridoxal-5'-phosphate, PLP)[#) 11 2824 Jit
FRIAR N, AL L-A 2 R sl 4y 2 IR R R A6 1
GABA, JFRE COJ GAD J 253 F Mo
20 0 2 3 0 L B ) ) 5 R A IS A b L
ARSI AR B AR R Ay
Wk, N AR Y Y SRR AR W b
GAD HWAb A" GABA AZ YRR . IRBIfIZS
] 4 R R, B B s U ER
KUEM GAD FEZSHFIRE L HA —EmMES,
PRI A 2 1 BT TR . A0S B S ROR 1Y 3
TEBAT GAD L5 SER b4 T ) 0o 35 3K
1SHRIER GAD, X325l 1 GAD A A
Al Z2AEIVER

EER TR RERRNEMN . 5 FAEY ¥
FHOERE |, BG TE ARSI dh Rt
SEAILA B T4 22 27 B e T e Sk 118 7 4 bt 5 40
B, HNEFEAWAE: (1) RIETEESREA

A RE AR T AN A RIS E B (2) BiE
HEHE AL AL, 2SR 45 0 5 A P D e Z 18] (4 5%
Fo TEMIEALZ b, SEEU NS LR P ) T 25
s A S5 A A I D RERY H bR, it & iR
A FEE YN RERY BT PSR BN, Tu SEAEXS
HEE TR T A AT B R SR b, AN R
I 8 T P, A A 5 ) O A R o R ) A
R tEUTL O R FR R GAD 451 22 545
K, HEM5IREZ LR RIER D . N
I, ASSCFEAE A A AR PR AT 2 R i R 1 1)
SERIHEATERA NG ALY 1

1 BERBIREGHI R

GAD | " ZfAE e miEyh &k 1), A
GAD TEZW X il 2 R 48 A1 — BRI 1Y
Pt ARFEAIER) GAD FEREAE R _E AR E ]
HA—E25, MHELMZ WA —EER,
W H AR IRE GAD 7ERRYEVE BB N EAT v,
4 pH i PERT RS T S s HiR & [ pH {E7E
3.8-5.0 Z[a], FELEFTEpH 4.0-5.0, FYIRIEN
GAD fiifi pH Rssiatt, FEAEFTE pH 5.5-6.0,
SRR R GAD fidi pH Mk, fEpH 7.0 44 .

#1 AEXRIEH GAD
Table 1 Different source of GAD

b/ 37 IRIEIE Bl pH 25 3CHK
Source Optimum Optimum References
temperature pH
()
4% Microorganism
Escherichia coli K12 37 3.8-4.6 [19]
Lactobacillus brevis Lb85 50 4.0-5.0 [20]
Lactobacillus sakei A156 55 5.0 [21]
Bacillus megaterium 50 5.5 [22]
CICC10055
1% Plant
K& Soy 40 5.9 [23]
FE KR Corngerm 40 5.7 [24]
JKAR Riceembryo 40 5.5-5.8 [25]
3h¥ Animal
A Human 37 6.8 [26]
¥ Pig 37 7.0-7.5 [27]
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ARl GAD HodE e W iR EE2Z Ak, SHARK  W4EH; £ L-Glu ¥EA GAD WJEYZEE D

RV RAERRR, AR RS Bl & A
Yy, HEYI) GAD Hifgod e iR WA R,
BETE 30-50 °C 2],

2 AEBRBUREE R LHLEE

GAD J&—#f PLP {{K#fifis, PLP AJ LIS
BEfk . . B . THBR . SORRM A FE R
N, H PLP AT R Z N SE M Schiff fik )ik |
PR T, K hoE R R o R Y A T
AR T PLP MR BB R ok, 3K
B B 5 v (B A RO S v AR AR L, 1% b [l i4
F Schiff Bl Atk e TR AR R Y,

PLP fi{k GAD B2 GABA A HL A fb ik
TEUNE 1 fis. 156, PLP ETCIEY I [l B 13

%{%
i, 47 PLP 5 L-Glu /EE AR i, 4k
1M GAD fEALIIRIE B —Fh S5 A ER A 12
HalA; AL BV LS PLP 256 1
LR, [T Y) GABA, PLP 5 GAD #E
T4 TR KA AN URAR SR,
3 BEBRBREE S AFHE
Bl A 45 A 0 2E 1 & SR AT GAD BT IR
A, BEEENCAME Tk A KR, EIL
FRIR . AR AN L 7 A~ GAD 1 dhiRZE#y
(# 2).
3.1 MEMKIENA SRS
HAiEIRZ a0 . BEYh &3 T GAD,
HAXTRIBITFE GAD 3R HREA, JFE3 T

PR e-NH, DL Schiff figh 6, TEMNFRIIEE  E. coli GAD HSh AL
o o n 0 0
NH )
L-Glu ’ N\ Lys
%L_YSN —  OH t %_NH
N \ OH :
HO 0=—P—0 =
O—\P—O = ot / R ‘
_/ ’ HO N CH,
OH \N _ PLP-Glu external aldimine
PLP-GAD
0 0 o
o} OMOH OM
N N\’
OH
HO T OH \ <: \
OH
\ OH 0=—=P—0 Z
GABA NH, o Z / |
0=—P—O0 S
/ ‘ HO N CH,
2
HO N CH, Quinonod

Bl 1 GAD BT
Figure 1 Catalytic process of GAD
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#*2 BIREH GAD &ty

Table 2 The crystal structure of reported GAD
g Protein Data Bank S 3k
Source (PDB) ID References
Lactobacillus brevis 5GP4 [29]

Homo sapiens 20KJ [30]

Homo sapiens 20KK [30]

Homo sapiens 3VP6 [30]
Escherichia coli (strain K12)  1PMM [31]
Escherichia coli (strain K12)  1PMO [31]
Arabidopsis thaliana 3HBX [32]

E. coli GAD f£1E GadA F1 GadB Wifili &1,
Yerik ) gadd T gadB WEELIENGwAS, ©115
2adC %ifi% (1) Glu/GABA J2 #%i2 fA——GadC J[FZH
K AFF BT R R 50, E. coli GAD &1 61
FHIF L B 7S SRAR, 7S SRR 4y U )2
BEH 3 NEELIRE, PIZ IS F XK
AL N3 . C 351 PLP 2548 X =340 4, 45
A~ PLP 55 XA —4rF PLP Mty
GAD HIME MRG0, GAD 4N AT LRI
I3 R HR(58-346) . /IN34T-466) P NEEFIE, LR
WS A A0, B PLP S5F3, DI
300-313 FRILTE Bl B-KICLEH . IZLEMISH 7 4%
IR B4 I 8 1 a-MEEAH Al . /N2 RE 0] Py
—NUESCEAT B-HraE i il 3 4% -SRI A

2 GAD "B REBIKMLEN

Figure 2 The hexamer structure of GAD and its monomer

E. coli GAD 7N FAKTERRYE pH B HATEM:,
HEARLERY S P pH ISR —3, FRAME R AT
NS, C 3L, 300-313 FRALH B-& Jegitgtl, N
Uity 3—15 BRILAE Pt pH B AS S BUTARIE 20 — R4
¥, HAE 6 NI ZSHERAHEIF, IR
— ANy, AT E] S — 295 5 — A
i, XN EA EEERE 2); 75,
FERRTE pH I 3—15 FRILAE AT WAL R AR ST T B
FARRMFH1 o-12erg 51,

e PE pH R, H15S 300-313 [ & L mask Sk
B B-RIEEH 5 RAR R 1) 53 A — AT C g
1) 463-466 NiFRFAHTAE], SUE T RS RO
M ARG, HK T IR S 4S5 G (2 [ 2 BH.
UL B C AR b A A 2 ik T4 HL, H465 &5
K276-PLP 4558 BifSE 24, T466 SiEYEN
A, IR TIRY SIE OGS Mgs &, i fE
T PR (P 3)0Y
3.2 HEYIRIBR A BRI RS

SHAMORIEN GAD M, Hi¥H1) GAD HAT
FRoRBEBRIRE, H C RSAEESTRE RS X
(CaM-binding domains, CaMBD), A] LU Ca®"
55, BEE GAD iy H g,

y
/
N
Y C terminal
\ ‘
> -
\ &
LY
5 ‘)‘ ‘ \§ ‘
e \ o) 4 1 o
] ‘;' i ML N\ o] ’. <
\ Jt < y 9 '§ )
S5 oy . h
" 9 777 N terminal
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B3 % pH T GadB FHEd ORI EHER

Figure 3 The active center conformation of the GadB at neutral pH condition

T A WP pH IS, 303-313 SRILMY - T G5 (R 2) AN C A bt (% (0 ) 2B B ik 1 48 L FR IR 45 A 107 15 s B: C AR Nihisk 3% 463466

JFe Lys276 5 PLP Z [a] (A1 AR

Note: A: The 303—313 residues in the B-hairpin structure (purple) and C-terminal (green) extend to the catalytic pocket to occupy the
substrate binding site at neutral pH condition; B: The interactions between the residues 463—466 at C-terminal, Lys276 and the

PLP-cofactor.

L ¥4 I (Arabidopsis thaliana) 4% % & It ¥R Tt
(AtGad1) 5 4iTH GadB Z5HARMLL, HA 39%1)751
[ —, 33 Rl LA A [R] A9 47 28 RIE 6 45 &
AP AtGadl FERPIA NS 5 K B MR R
e, TEAEFE pH 45F T (pH 7.0-8.0) F % LI~
RIEIEAEAE, MR (pH 6.0-7.0)0F —2%
BRS-GBS TR, MMiiE#H AtGadl i
AR TR T s AtGadl NRERMAEANTWIE N i
BRIE 1-57), QSR 25 A 00 5 I K 25 A0 e (5%
FE 58-347) . /NEERIR(FRIE 348—448)F1 AT E5
% [ (calmodulin, CaM)Z54 [X.(CaMBD)¥) C S
B, AtGadl il GadB fix FE2EFAE C ¥,
GadB i#1d C ¥y 14 N ERFAR 1T HARAIEPEXT pH
FIHSME, T AtGadl C AK¥i#) 20 PNERILE RN
CaMBD i AR T CaM T EE >,

£ Gadl 1, JEMEALSAHE B 745 G4
ARG HPSF%. PLP dlid Schiff fiFtS Lys277
et s, MIERIEAE GInl63 Fl Ala246 2Z[8], i
Asp244 SIERREIE AR ; Gadl X T GadB
o Thre2 A7 BB 22 R, HT DL i 4
AT AL AR (K 4).

Gadl il GadB Y N i ¢ S T REA B A (D 35 22
5, FE Gadl v, FRIE 1-15 FERIFH, Wk

H276

El 4 PLP REFEREEMMARZE
Figure 4 The interactions of PLP with residues surrounding
the active sites

pH B}, GadB H AW I 3-15 FEILIE K —1 o-
WERE , Il A B X 4 M S A0 AR R Y — e
i, GadB ¥ N I — 385 d AT 3R pH AR )
TG R, XMCE T E AR A AL, 3
e TR SRR, X PRI REERAAEAE
THYIEF Gadl o AN Gadl 1Y N bkl
REFE X FER TR, A Gadl A9 N s -k
AP, Gadl loop KA & 16-20 5%, HMSA
FIT 1Y) 5 Serl6 1 Argd27 44, ENfd Serl6
TELEM FRRSER, A7 Argd27 (I0LE FCE
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— A7 E (7 B R (Glu42.3) 1 28 78 AT LIS 11 1 Ak 438
HEEE NS Gadl 254679,
33 HYIRIBERI S RERRIRES

¥ GAD FEShWIARNAE S —Fibf et i, 17
1E GAD65 Fl GAD67 il AY , ‘EATT# LA — R IATE
KAATE, HEARFRMLEHEE, GAD TEsh¥ik
PIVE AL — B AT 3RS

GADG67 BifA C 3. PLP Z5&38 1) K N i =
AU, N U FE AT o-180E; PLP 454
BALHE 9 1 a-IBERI SR — A IURIEA T B-HT R
Fs C Imas IR & 3 A oMU — 4~ DU A S ~F
11 B-Hr& b s GADG6T BTG PR S F R4k
PLP 45 G 3mre, fEBik A v, SO E S
B GABA 21, GABA WJRIEES Arg567 I
BERAT, 5 GIn190 JE B A s TEFR B (1996 P
L, WEF GABA WGP 454, PLP Al
GABA Z A% 22 F % B/~ T PLP-GABA

B
K434
R5677_‘2 , LIJHQ%

Q196. : X%A;.k b2373
£ cass Ixtsy
S-192L ‘@&

N402
H404

5 GAD67 By&EHy
Figure 5 The structure of GAD67

A B ERO (8 5),

AR IS, FAIEPEO S A T #8E
— AR IE AR SR Loop FR(FRIE 432-442, FR
AR T R . AL LR AR AL Tyrd34 dE
RIS HERN His291 F1 GABA (I 6); TEFA A
FI G AL S, Tyrd34 B0 4E F2 3k 5 H 3k 3 FR
His291 ) Ne2 JE S ; 7E54R B MG,
Tyrd34 PEHE R —Fie %, Hh Ry S
A5 Tyr291 B9 R (K 5). 7ERT—HI% (8 5A)
W, Tyrd34 (7R FEIE 2 PLP-GABA #4019 5 T4k
LA (Ca)y 2.8A, FETEPEAL & AT WL %% 21 i 25
GABAPY, [Ftt, ATAN Tyrd34 HEERTFT Ca
B 71k, Tyrd34 5 His291 2 [a] i & A F) T 1%
TR A VEPE LG Tyrd34 1) pKa, 7EEAK B (3%
PN, Tyrd34 FEESEANBESE PLP-GABA #4311
Cao JFiF1b, WREE Ca WiEE AT 6 APY, X
5 PLP-GABA H AR IfETESR—E1Y, Tyrd34 1

' ﬁmm

C
GABA_¢ [Fi2o1
Y 3

S192* - IN\253

404

H: A: GAD67 BRI BRZEH; B. C: GAD67 B. A Wik PLP K i M sk L.

Note: A: The dimer structure of GAD67 and its monomer; The interactions between the PLP and active site residues in monomer A (C)

and B (B) of GADG67.
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El 6 GAD67 Bk A BYMELIR
Figure 6 The catalytic loop of GAD67 in monomer A

G A A B F IR 4 DTG PR A7 5 1E AR F= 3 o
zr Rk, XUEgE ) GAD67 47" GABA 24
AR
TESYIAN GAD67 Fl GAD65 #Bfi itk
GABA, 1Ml GAD67 IHZAbTFiH MR R ARSI
W L-Glw/GABA WIIEH U ; GADG65S il LUBi i
i T XA e rh, AUENLIAIB DI 2 GABA
B A BATEERS ) GAD65 Fl GAD67 R FHIAH[H
T B M R4 G 75, PLP £ GAD6S (M4~
AN 5 e M B 3 5 Lys396 PV AT LA
MELRN KM TFE GAD67 HEF] GABA MBS HL
TPt %, A% AT MEL 3|4 PLP-GABA

RSS® H282

B 7 GAD65 EMEHFLHHR

Figure 7 The active center conformation of GAD65

ERBFEEE 7). HAFEEMZ, 5 GAD67 tH
b, GADG65 Hh SEALIRXT I Ay X W2 TP Y, 16
PR 58 2 2 (B 7)o

HEALER BT AL 3K C AR X I sh S 4
J& GADG65 JRIE )5, C RumasHAEMAL IR
etk E BRI, X GAD67 kid, TEPEN:
&b Tyrd34 BRREAAAE A R T e A s ny i+
L FT GABA (AN [B] KT 774 o

4 BY

BE % Xt A TR K J8 GAD By B e Ho = g
GABA TEMHA R G A s B AVE &5 T i
fiif3 GABA 7EB= 24 S A5G 2 MOkt 2 1 56 5 i
H, GABA W/biEshht . fEdkA A A4 A AT
DAAE Sy — el R GRDRE E in 00 02 B ol B,
U, AR R L 2N GAD Y
ERCH TR B s . SR B HTHGE B Y
GAD & A X AL, T LR 2088 AT W e AN
GARE, BN, KIGFFRTER B BRE S 4N
BER, HUILFHRIEE R LR L 2T GABA 4
AR AT 5 AN 5% 7

PAER, a0 THEYE. BEads. &
Y B S A A J , mT UK I R 4 e B
oA 1) A3 Oy T A TR A AR R 4 A

TE: A: GADGS [TEPENLAS ; B: GADG6S HMEALIR S AHISRER I 11 1.
Note: A: The active sites of GADG65; B: The interactions between the catalytic loop and adjacent residues for GADG65.
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14, A ST 56 28 %o 2 SR~ LR 9 Il A1 o 2 MR S A
M4 T 8 s b i ek R 1 RE R S M
FAEFTEE S AR BB R T
X FITR AN JETT Y , o2 HIR A 2 S AL
My E B SR H AT GAD 45
Bb, XA T AL, LA A
il LA T R ek AR A s R AL AR Y GAD HAT —
SE R JRBRYE NI, 2R15 B 2 A FRIRE GAD &5
Ky, oAt E AR AT SR IR MR s 5 05 5, X
SIAHL T % GAD IREALALE] . R R LR BA
HEMR R, X WRIANIFE S 1051
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