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Production of fatty alcohol in Komagataella pastoris by
heterologous expression of fatty acyl-CoA reductase
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Abstract: [Objective] We selected Simmondsia chinensis (Jojoba) fatty acyl-CoA reductase Jojoba
FAR for heterologous expression in Komagataella pastoris strain GS115 to produce fatty alcohol by
fermentation. [Methods] Gene encoding this fatty acyl-CoA reductase was amplified from plasmid
pRL105 and cloned into the plasmid pGAPZaA; the recombinant expression plasmid was transformed
into K. pastoris GS115 by electrotransformation. We detected fatty alcohol from positive transformant
by GC-MS. [Results] We constructed a recombinant K. pastoris GS115 strain pGAPZ-far-GS115 that
produced fatty alcohols in flask fermentation. Afterwards, a fed-batch fermentation was used for further
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verification. And the engineered strain produced 134.74 mg/L fatty alcohols with a productivity of
1.22 mg/(L-h). [Conclusion] Our findings prove the possibility to produce fatty alcohol in K. pastoris
GS115, provide the potential for industrial production of fatty alcohol by K. pastoris.
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FEA RGN . VRS 3985 A gk
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BHE T 750 H TR DB Tl A e S AR R
{73 B AR R IE M S Y I BE 254k & Je
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Jr A EAF AR BER = i A2 B ERE . A . AR
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TR W0 A )6 U 077 Tt e — o AU 4 £ B
AR50, BABORRIEEE . S TR
PR IE Y DA A E AR AT 3 400G
I B s A2 (1A, DLRIBAF R R : LI
:-ACP NG AR TS, Liu 5578 RKAHT E N %
IR YR T 41 K 3B BRE (Synechococcus  elongates) [
aar FEIN, NEIEEE=RGAE] 0.75 /L LA tigTE
R AR A IR W B, Cao 45 R FH R IR T /K 6
(Oryza sativa)¥) DOX & a7 Bk BE AR T I , Ho™
o 1.95 g/ LUK LAEEE-CoA MY g
i, Liu 28 F| FHSRIET Marinobacter aquaeolei VT8
(1) Maqu-2220 AR, =k 1.725 gL', H
A6 BRI B 2 DA R T v AR R P )k T
FERbR, TERBFF RN R =ik 1.95 gL, 1
PRI R s 2 T 10 /LM (AR A B
TR ARG YA RIS A AR HIxETF
KIGHFF BB R, LAER SRR S e = EA
FEROOLSIE: (1) HARBESFEAR S 15085 (2) AN
RITETE EARN LI A S IE AR, stfetae vk
ws (3) BEFRAME, WIRAEYER; @) BAR
S 1 T R P (pH 3.0-7.0), 38 A Tl KM 4 22 %
f14-15]

BEIRIE BHAR B IR IR LL Cl6, C18 HEK
NE, HEZELIENBE-CoA B R AE w1,

2000 4F, Metz Ziifk 1R T8 % C[Simmondsia
chinensis (Jojoba)] [ Iig 17 I -CoA ik I /i Jojoba
FAR, & Pi% 85 3 B0 i 4 K i i s ™ Bt
Tan S W5 AN 7 UEZRIK T Jojoba FAR MR IE T
BL. U IT S5 M0 B I BE-CoA iR R, &Pk
Jojoba FAR fef& MUENIEE, JFHEZLL Cl6 I
C18 BER BRIy =1 AR SO A B AR R
HMEFEIE Jojoba FAR, FAJEEY TRE AR LT & B LA
CI8 #E N T MIARIAEE, R T A& L — M4k
KN iR AL T Brs 12 (& 1B),

1 M5

1.1 #F#

1.1.1 BEHKFARRL: Escherichia coli XLl1-blue .
Komagataella pastoris GS115 B AR KA 5256 R
AR pGAPZoA 4 H £ Invitrogen 23 Fl o

1.1.2 ERASHEXIIWER: W5 i
Jojoba FAR X R 5t & Wi BHE A FRA WG AR,
Jioam s fF B kR T N C B
(http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/). & [H ¥ 51 i B8 P B
o S S 7/ N A 7/ A = St 5 e 1| WS A
ATGGAAGAAATGGGTTCAATCTTGGAATTTTT
GGATAATAAGGCTATCTTGGTTACCGGTGCCAC
TGGTTCCTTGGCTAAGATTTTTGTTGAAAAGGT
ATTGAGAAGTCAACCTAACGTTAAAAAGTTGT
ATTTGTTGTTGAGAGCTACAGATGACGAAACC
GCTGCATTGAGATTGCAAAACGAAGTTTTCGG
TAAAGAATTGTTTAAAGTATTGAAGCAAAATTT
GGGTGCAAACTTTTACTCTTTCGTCTCAGAAA
AGGTTACAGTTGTTCCAGGTGACATTACCGGT
GAAGACTTGTGTTTGAAGGATGTTAATTTGAA
GGAAGAAATGTGGAGAGAAATAGATGTCGTTG
TAAACTTAGCCGCTACAATTAATTTCATCGAAA
GATACGACGTCTCATTGTTGATTAACACCTACG
GTGCTAAGTACGTTTTGGATTTCGCTAAGAAAT

GCAATAAGTTGAAGATATTTGTACATGTCTCTA
CTGCTTACGTTTCAGGTGAAAAGAATGGTTTG
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Figure 1 The biosynthesis pathways of fatty alcohol

H: A RIGATH; B: SRBEEE ACC: ZBEHITE A RILME; FAS: el &; TE

LI ST

. BlGAE; FadD: JRBEHIAE A 500 ; AD:

Note: A: E. coli; B: K. pastoris. ACC: Acetyl-CoA carboxylase; FAS: Fatty acid synthase; TE: Thioesterase; FadD: Fatty acyl-CoA

synthetase; AD: Alcohol dehydrogenase.

ATCTTAGAAAAGCCTTATTACATGGGTGAATCT
TTGAACGGTAGATTGGGTTTGGATATAAACGTA
GAAAAGAAATTGGTTGAAGCAAAGATTAATGA
ATTGCAAGCAGCCGGTGCCACTGAAAAATCCA
TTAAGAGTACAATGAAGGATATGGGTATAGAA
AGAGCTAGACACTGGGGTTGGCCAAACGTTTA
CGTTTTTACTAAGGCATTGGGTGAAATGTTGTT
GATGCAATACAAGGGTGACATTCCTTTGACTAT
AATCAGACCAACAATCATAACTTCCACATTCA

AAGAACCATTTCCTGGTTGGGTCGAAGGTGTT
AGAACAATTGATAACGTCCCTGTTTATTACGGT
AAAGGTAGATTGAGATGTATGTTATGCGGTCCT
TCTACCATAATCGACTTAATCCCAGCTGATATG
GTCGTTAACGCTACTATTGTAGCAATGGTCGCA
CATGCCAATCAAAGATATGTTGAACCAGTAAC
CTACCACGTTGGTTCTTCAGCTGCAAATCCTAT
GAAATTATCTGCATTGCCAGAAATGGCCCATAG
ATACTTCACAAAGAATCCATGGATAAACCCTGA
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TAGAAATCCAGTACATGTCGGTAGAGCCATGG
TATTTTCCAGTTTCTCAACCTTCCACTTGTATTT
GACTTTGAACTTTTTATTGCCATTGAAGGTTTT
GGAAATCGCAAACACTATTTTCTGTCAATGGTT
CAAGGGTAAATACATGGACTTGAAGAGAAAG
ACAAGATTGTTGTTGAGATTGGTTGATATCTAT
AAACCTTACTTATTTTTCCAAGGTATCTTCGAT
GACATGAACACAGAAAAGTTGAGAATAGCCG
CTAAGGAATCTATCGTTGAAGCCGACATGTTTT
ATTTCGATCCAAGAGCTATTAATTGGGAAGACT
ACTTTTTGAAGACTCATTTTCCTGGTGTCGTTG
AACATGTATTGAACTAA ., & WMk Jojoba FAR

i3 BamH 171 Xho 1 FFUI 46 A ENE /K pYES2
b, BEIERL pRLI0SPY, Segb il FH 51 #35 h
Primer 5 3K{Fi1t, MR & E R A FRA
CilEgi'a

1.1.3  EFZELFIF{YES: Phusion DNA polymerase
H1 DNA FR$IPEANUIEE, 2¢[E New England Biolabs
755 PCR Paifbafi & . i Moy atifkiatnl
AR N ERRBUAR &, 32 Axygen Scientific
/)3 T4 DNA ligase, 7.F4%E Fermentas A ) ; Tag
DNA polymerase, H 4 TaKaRa 2\ ) ; Pr4E &K Zeocin,
% Life Technologies A+l ; AgWiEEtndh, 3EHE
Sigma-aldrich 23 F) FAR Ay 2 ()Tl & e A
R @i gA LR, K Thermo Fisher
Scientific A F]; HAAtraifb a0, E2AER L
R BR A ]

S ARG - T35 F{Y (Thermo  Scientific TSQ
Quantum XLS Triple Quadrupole GC-MS/MS)Fl{%,
T TR-WaxMS (30 mx0.25 mmx0.25 pm)I4J I [ 3
Thermo Fisher Scientific 2\ 7] ; KRH-BIO300 £ &
P R Gt , VLo RHEA M) TR A PR A ]
1.1.4 $EFE: (1) LB H3RE(gL): BREAK 10,
T REER I 5, NaCl 55 [EAREFR I Bl ks 15,
LB 35 T EA KT R 3555, (2) YEPD #5
FiHe(g/L): BERHEEW 10, BREAN 20, H%bE
20, YEPD 53Rl TREARIEREIEE SR, (3) BSA
SRl B R B (/L) . H Il 40.00, K,SO, 18.20,
MgS047H,0 14.90, KOH 4.13, CaSO42H,0 0.93,

YRR 0.87, AR 2.00, [A I HiPO4 (85%)
26.70 mL/L, fihi®W 4.35 mL/L, FHE/KIHT
pH % 5.0; Hp i &8 A (/L) 7 : FeS0, 7H0
65.00, ZnSO,7H,0 42.19, CuSO45H,O 6.00,
MnSO,-H,0 3.00, CoCl,-6H,0 0.50, Na,MoO42H,0
0.20, KI0.08, H3;BO;0.02,

1.2 KWHZE

121 FJEFIEHKME: RAEIEUHE-CoA iF
J g 3 PP S ikt B WS . FAR-F .
5"-CGATTCGAAATGGAAGAAATGGGTTCAATC
TTG-3' (FRIZN Sfu 1 BEYIis8); FAR-R:
5"-GCAGAATTCTTAGTTCAATACATGTTCAACG
ACACC-3' (FXIZ N EcoR T FEVINiE). LUK
pRL105 Nk, PCR ¥"1 Jojoba FAR #:[H, PCR
VAR Z (20 L) : 5xHF buffer 4.0 uL, 5|4
(10 pmol/L)4% 1.0 pL, #AR(# 10 mg/L) 1.0 pL,
dNTPs (10 mmol/L) 0.4 pL , Phusion DNA
polymerase 0.2 pL, XWZK7/KA 12.4 uL, PCR [k
4. 98°C30s; 98°C 155, 55°C30s, 72 °C
60 s, 30 MEH; 72 °C 8 min, HEREHLIKARIAD 1
=YlE, H Axygen 23 FE] ) PCR P=¥4lifbid 7 &4k
16 PCR ¥y, Fifife 2 BRAE N VIR Sfu 1 F EcoR 1
WYY, JEemksife, iRk pGAPZaA 7
H—BMAMrnES, AT Sfu 1H1 EcoR 1 B
I, PR ECR ] Sfie TN EcoR 1 XU,
DIMBR AR A A3 55 I mhjoraif
HIKRBL, Jojoba FAR JEN 53844k A BEAE 16 °C
BN 3 h, BEESY B E R XL -blue B2
YL, 7F 30 °C BEFRAATT R E R I8 1-2 h, HIRkEFR
YIgAi T 25 mg/L Zeocin FitEF . BRBUEALT
PRIEFE, WEGE 2 mL FEWRELEUTOR, EERS UK
K FEVISOAE o PhHEGUI 50 UE 1A 0 Bokn, iE—2i%
DR @V S00E, SRASIE A0 B Rk Ak i 4
A pGAP-far,

122 EEFERME: BiIA pGAP-far ZWRHITEN
VIl Avr WREY)J , I APEIGR) DNA B B2 5 ng,
T 10 pL 4glizk, #2288 Invitrogen 23 &) 56 R RS
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BRAETF & S e AR BRI S A . SRJ5HF 10 L
RAEARIR RN A &l i IBRSZ S A, vk i
H 10 min 5, 1500V, 5ms Hifi—W%, A 1 mL
TR 1 mol/L INALEEAS I . 30 °C ¥l & ks
1-2h 5, WA T4 120 mg/L Zeocin Hi4:H) YPD
AR, 30 °C K53 3-6 do Hfb T4 PCR BRIIE, 1E
BB R AT % pGAPZ-far-GS115. [RIRPRE2S
Ak pGAPZaA LMEALIG HIF: (L EE /I B GS115,
FA X B 4 I vk pGAPZ-GS115,

123 B ABIIW: 200 P 0CE 41 6 b
pPGAPZ-far-GS115F1%t I #kpGAPZ-GS 1151 Fi 5T
FERERD TS mL YPDHY, 30 °C. 220 r/min5 it 7%
SRJE LA %R M 3532 2100 mL YPDE; 3L,
30 °C. 220 r/min/& B 3532 hig WEE R 5540 .

1.2.4 BERAESROIREN R AR : HUS mLA R R,
0.2 gB3ER, [RIB A C1SHR BRI i VN
AR, BIZLRTENR S min ARG RREE REA0MD , BEJS N
A15 mLZFRZBE, RIZIWRS15 min, #E5)2)5E
WL JE AR /NS Reirh, TR T,

A

JE#F500 uL HPLCZAYIE C b o M (A3 i
B (GC-MSYK:IN & B2 =4 .k T #ik B bR =4
HAARBEK, FHIECBE/E AT RIBCHI20 mg/LEIC12 .,
Cl4. Cl15, C16, C18, C20RY EBENEHIEEIR R, [H)
FEGC-MSHI . A% AT : 50 °CIRFF2 min/5,
PA10 °C/minit B _FF+ %240 °C, {3710 min,

125 A BEFEH: PICEAREK
pGAPZ-far-GS115, #1755 mLIEIAYPDE;FR 5L
30 °C. 220 r/mindfFRid . SRIE LI %IWiER %
$23)200 mLAYYPDEFFEFEHI30 °C, 220 r/mink53:
16-24 h, ODgoofEIAFN150F, K200 mLFh 7355 W
TR A2 L BSAIEREESFRHEMT LA BERE
Wl AN aUK B B R 1 i pHIE M 5.0, Ffl
T S TR L (200—1 000 r/min) , AR
>20%. YR BEEN HIMIEFESR IS, ¥4 i 3 I Tt
mF, FEAMEHE FEEE100 mL, AMEHE SRR -
Hi500.0 g/L, ¥ E2.4 mg/L, WMERBER
12.0 mL/LP2, R 97 14 hm e ] J5 IBURE . B
1 mL& PR B 2 A 18 580 5 ODggo, B mLA&

kb 32 1 M bp

i

2 000
1500

1 000

1.5

500

2 pGAP-far EEHJI0E K E (A) R EHE# PCR KiE Bk E(B)
Figure 2 Agarose gel electrophoresis of digesting recombinant vector with restriction enzyme (A) and verification of
recombinant strain by PCR (B)
7E: M: 1 kb DNA marker; A: 1: BRI VIAE Sfic T F EcoR 1%} pGAP-far FEVISRUE R B, far 3 1.5kb; B: 1: pGAPZ-far-GS115
B PCR ¥ 3 Bt; 2: pGAPZ-GS115 [ PCR § ¥ (BAPEXT); 3: GS115 A9 PCR ¥ 34 7=y (B 1% ).
Note: M: 1 kb DNA marker; A: 1: Sfu I and EcoR 1 digested products of pGAP-far (gene far: 1.5 kb); B: 1: PCR products of
pPGAPZ-far-GS115; 2: PCR products of pPGAPZ-GS115 (negative control); 3: PCR products of GS115 (negative control).
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Figure 3 GC-MS analysis of the fermentation production
TR AE %3 14 000 t/min 2514 T 250 10 min J5 72 50 -
W, IFHCRKERB R A . BT R R A
FiiE, B 5 mL KRB 5 o3 B B e 1 3 45 |
2 BREHH g
s, S — -g 40;
2.1 FTEHARFNEAFRIEE E
DL pRL105 Mki#, PCR ¥ 144545 Jojoba FAR z
. . _ 5F
KN, BV BUR, ERRIE pGAPZaA, FiZhT a
NN T Poap™ s kI pGAP-far 1Y
R . o 0
g V) g0 uE 25 SR E 24 Fron o B 5 R 5 ALk CHO CHO C,HO

pGAP-far VEALIE b B AR mERE GS115 H. H
5% FAR-F 1 FAR-R PCR KiE#4 b1, 1EANEH
HE AT N pGAPZ-far-GS115.,
2.2 AEEFY) P ASERES RO

T & % bk pGAPZ-far-GS115 K %t MR T tk
pGAPZ-GS115 #EfK: 57 32 h, KEEF=¥) GC-MS
W25 RN E 3 fos o it Fbxt C12.C14.C15.Cl16.,
C18 . C20 MYy 1L %% B 07 B bm &b, X5 BT B
PGAPZ-GS115 A b AN 2 B iy w7 A, B
H MK pGAPZ-far-GS115 #£4f ] LI E] C16
C18 Fll C20 #EKRRITELA ™ (K 3), TR AR
BRI 5 48.9 mg/L, H C18 [SHIEE S
T IR B B 94.7% (K 4). 145 5 %M Jojoba

16734 187738 207742

4 FRAREZLAS AT

Figure 4 Analysis for the composition of fatty alcohol

FAR 1] LIRS AR RE AL & R i, ELL
C18 #EK 1 EAE ARk =24
2.3 EHEK pGAP-far-GS115 X FE S A RS A S
B9 7

B Je %o B 2H Ak pGAPZ-far-GS1153Ef THE [ %
BEORAIE, A B RS, IR 2 5k
AR I B B IE ARG . FERBESCR T, e
P ik $134.74 mg/L, 2% M1.22 mg/(L-h), B
Pk pGAPZ-far-GS115EW)& BRI EELL C18/Y
ELEERG Tl R ), FERR s B i = 7 i
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Figure 5 Results of fermentation of pGAPZ-far-GS115

#1 AREEERERESES=ESN

Table 1 Fatty alcohol composition analysis at different time points

) PRI 7
AR ] Fatty alcohol (mg/L)
Time (h)

C16-OH C18-OH C20-OH 7t Total
14 0.43+0.37 5.93+0.35 - 6.36+0.61
20 1.89+1.31 9.99+2.30 = 11.88+3.35
26 1.64+0.27 17.31+3.93 1.23+0.53 19.97+4.06
32 3.50+2.46 38.15+£23.47 2.17+£1.05 43.61+27.10
38 3.47+1.83 50.66+26.36 2.76+1.32 56.60+29.82
44 3.62+0.66 69.14+22.16 3.47+£2.16 75.97£25.15
50 3.68+1.90 73.50+£13.44 2.13+1.85 78.93+15.11
56 4.16£1.09 93.90+10.13 3.11+2.74 100.57+11.16
62 3.75+1.06 83.38+16.87 2.60+2.24 89.30+18.91
68 4.79+1.14 94.03+12.27 3.12+2.80 101.42+10.41
74 3.53+0.82 114.56+30.83 4.1543.60 121.58+33.93
80 4.89+2.53 105.3749.02 3.49+3.03 113.04+9.68
86 4.92+1.97 113.72429.98 3.554+3.27 121.67+32.88
92 4.44+0.64 110.10+4.19 3.49+3.13 117.50+3.87
98 19.63+2.55 110.46+9.42 5.74+1.14 134.61£27.10
104 6.82+2.39 118.39+17.77 1.75+0.30 126.96+16.21
110 5.84+0.62 124.43+4.65 5.39+0.61 134.74+4.89
116 5.37+1.04 118.94+16.44 5.54+1.03 129.16+17.24
122 4.34+1.13 102.55+12.88 2.89+£2.57 109.30+14.73
128 4.07+0.41 91.29£19.12 3.83+0.68 106.04+21.98

TE: —: GC-MS RAI 3R 4.
Note: —: GC-MS did not detect the corresponding producsts.
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BF, C18 JRMEE N 1Y 92.35%, [FIEiAA D
Cl6 F1 C20 WINRWIREAE (R 1)o KBS, BRI
iy 3R 2 e e (B R ARG R, X T BE2 T
A R T e R RE R DB UL B (FAOD) | i
TS A S (FA LG H) 53 48 AL B P R i 35>

3 ZR5iie

TAETE U R IR TR A BRI E-CoA i
R R Jojoba FAR A R EEAREERE GS115 YLk
., SREAE pGAPZ-far-GS115, FEMEFRER
% B AR PT LA G BRI o A TR e i e
WEZS R R, BRIl ] A% 134.74 mg/L. 5
IREIMTEELL C18 M LA TN E27 1), 29,505
T EEF= W) 92.35%

T, EA Y pGAPZ-far-GS115 BRI
7= i 5 H A R e RE P A B I e ) o v
EAH AR ZERE . 7€ 2015 4F, Feng LM
BEE it Rk ok B T Barn owl (Tyto alba)i gl
k-CoA IS JEE, 215 45 mg/L MURITEE =&, 25
AL AR S R R 5 30 T 330 mg/L HIBR
=, — R R A3 T 1.1 g/L AR
Fea s BE bR B R P S REAN R T
Yy 345, S EHBIEEREA - B B e = 7 i, BFY
TESE AR TR 3K T Jojoba FAR KEIH, $E3 K %Al
PLIK% 48.9 mg/L WIRRINIEE™ &, SERREER:
HRIE AR i i S5 il 1) 7= Ak T [F]—7KF-, - i — 2
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