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What is capsid of influenza virus?
MIAO Zhu-Lei WANG Yi" ZHENG Yue-Juan JIANG Xin

(Department of Immunology and Pathogen Biology, Shanghai University of Traditional Chinese Medicine,
Shanghai 201203, China)

Abstract The existing textbooks, with the contradiction between the expression on the formulation

of influenza virus capsid and the general definition of virus capsid, has made both teachers and
students confusing. Therefore, this article explores this issue, with a view to arousing the concern of
textbook writers and users, and thus contributes to establish a relatively accurate concept and give a
reasonable description.
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Figure 1 Structure of the influenza virion
(From http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Influenza)
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