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Rapid identification of Legionella isolates using PCR com-
bined with restriction endonuclease digestion technology

ZHAO Li-Wei HU Chao-Hui CHEN Wen-Cong GU Quan ZHU Qing-Yi

(Guangzhou Kingmed Center for Clinical Laboratory, Guangzhou, Guangdong 510330, China)

Abstract: [Objective] To develop a new method based on PCR amplification and restriction
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endonuclease digestion of a 557 bp fragment of the 16S rRNA gene for identification of Le-
gionella isolates. [Methods] The primers were designed according to sequences of 16S rRNA
gene of Legionella. Pure culture microbial strains were used as templates. The reaction condi-
tions were optimized and the specificity were verified by 16 L. pneumophila strains, 22 non-L.
pneumophila strains and 12 other bacteria strains. One hundred sixty-nine isolates were identi-
fied by PCR-enzymatic digestion, and 16S rDNA and mip gene sequencing analysis. [Results]
The results showed that 16 L. preumophila strains, 22 non-L. pneumophila strains and 12 other
bacteria strains could be correctly identified and differentiated by this scheme. 169 isolates
examined by the scheme, 79 L. pneumophila strains and 81 non-L. pneumophila strains were
identified by PCR-enzymatic digestion, and the results were consistent with 16S rDNA and
mip gene sequencing analysis among them. [Conclusion] PCR combined with restriction en-

donuclease digestion technology is a simple and specific method for rapid identification and

1515

differentiation of L. pneumophila and non-L. pneumophila isolates.

Keywords: Legionella, PCR, Restriction endonuclease

TV B S — PP IPE N A AR T, 25 R4
BRI SR R R, HATE A ZERIEA 57 4
Flt, 70 ZA- MM 3G B, {H W il 42 14 7 (Legionella
pneumophila) 5 NFE B & R i A% Y], ik
B, PR 124 90% i 4 AT iR 2 H v A 42 14T R
SR, PRI, AL P A R PO S AL
B,

UTAEg, ARSI 2 MR KAEAS FlG PRAR A
o B B TR AT BEAE A, R m IR,
i X AT BEAE AT T AR IE T 2 o ARG A AT TR A
IS4 FERER AL . IO IR
534307 . 2 PCR A6l . RT-PCR Nz LRI
S, (HARSEER RS TR R R Y 7 S A BB
i ERREE 2D, T A A s By, B
SESIN R, R R A TR EE 2, HL5 %
P AR AR 28 PCR AN 44
#5251, RT-PCR A K FE K 157 43744 B8 REVAEf 1)
UTE W, XA EORE, HAEMHS
AU H, G AR HK

AV TR 149 77 12 %8 R 8 i 2 DA T R A i 4 AT o
SEARADLER . AWTFERETIATH KB — g
AT ZE AT R S B VIO 1, S —FhJCTE DNA il
PEIAIER H % PCR-BEVITOAR, wl LU A faj . |t
SR M I i 2 AT TR A T R 4 E

1 RS

1.1 ¥

1.1.1 iR E: RIEZEHWTE BCYE ‘il B4
£, MR EAER AR, T 2008 4 11
H=20124F7 A, WM . B3, #lE .
TK T T BR VA5 M 22 7K R R I R b A 43 5 45 2]
AR SR RE AT 169 Bk, HiP 160 #RZ: 16S
rDNA 386 bp PCR ™ VR A= AL i 52 A 42
HITE, Hax 9 MM AEZER .

1.1.2  FRAERERR: AU 16 BRIV II4 AR
(B335 15 AR B IALTE 7) L 22 AR g il 4 141 B %
12 PRAEZEA A 30 [ 55 A G TR DR o0,
W& 1.
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F1 AR FTAREREK
Table 1 Reference strains used in this study

AR AL . MRISER g ’ il
Species and AT 3o o Er}zymatic Species and ATECE s | st Er}zymatic
Serogroup ATCC No. result digestion Serogroup ATCC No. PCRresult  digestion
result (bp) | result (bp)
L. pneumophila 1 33152 + 400, 157 .L feeleii 2 35849 + 557
L. pneumophila 1 33153 + 400, 157 .L gormanii 33342 + 557
L. pneumophila 2 33154 + 400, 157 L. hackeliae 35250 + 557
L. pneumophila 3 33155 + 400, 157 EL. londiniensis 49505 + 257, 150
L. pneumophila 4 33156 + 400, 157 EL. longbeachae 33462 + 557
L. pneumophila 5 33216 + 400,157 L. oakridgensis 33761 + 557
L. pneumophila 6 33215 + 400, 157 L parisiensis 35299 + 557
L. pneumophila 7 33823 + 400, 157 .L quinlivanii 43830 + 557
L. pneumophila 8 35096 + 400, 157 ! L. rubrilucens 35304 + 557
L. pneumophila 9 35289 + 400, 157 EL. sainthelensi 35248 + 557
L. pneumophila 10 43283 + 400, 157 EL. shakespearei 49655 + 557
L. pneumophila 11 43130 + 400, 157 L spiritensis 35249 + 557
L. pneumophila 12 43290 + 400, 157 L. wadsworthii 33877 + 557
L. pneumophila 13 43736 + 400, 157 iEnterobacter cloacae 13047 NT
L. pneumophila 14 43703 + 400, 157 iEnterococcus faecalis 29212 - NT
L. pneumophila 15 35251 + 400, 157 ! Escherichia coli 25922 - NT
L. adelaidensis 49625 + 257, 150 iHaemophilus influenzae 10211 - NT
L. anisa 35292 + 557 Klebsiella pneumoniae 35657 - NT
L. bozemanii 33217 + 557 ! Neisseria meningitides 13090 - NT
L. busanensis BAA-518 + 257, 150 iProteus mirabilis 35659 - NT
L. cherrii 35252 + 557 fl) jj;‘do’"””“s aerugi- 27853 - NT
L. cincinnatiensis 43753 + 557 i Salmonella typhi 14028 - NT
L. dumoffii 33279 + 557 Staphyloccocus aureus 25923 - NT
L. erythra 35303 T 557 ZZ’ZZ %‘;m"”"s 51331 - NT
L. feeleii 1 35072 + 557 + Yersinia enterocolitica 33559 - NT

e+ BAME; = B NT: SRAime0) 555

Note: +: Positive; —: Negtive; NT: Not done.

1.1.3  EEXFIF{LES: 2xPCR MasterMix , DNA
Marker Il H TIANGEN; FastDigest Hinf 1 Fils) H
Fermentas (&3)I); PCR 1%l § MJ Research; HLJK
10, BER R I Bio-Rad; 51#)H Invitrogen
AN TVE

1.2 PCR ¥

1.2.1 PCRAEMAGHIE: FHK R S BREU > Eps

http://journals.im.ac.cn/wswxtbcn

TE BRI S P BE ZE A TR (Y AR AR T 20 pl 1Y
Tz, ), VB PCR OB IR A H -
1.2.2 5I¥gTt: T IRATH & A EEDI7 51,
Bt—xHEEF 518 Leg 557F (IEAIG M Leg
557R (KI5 1), Wik 2.

1.2.3 PCR ##: PCR KA ZR: PCR Master
Mix 12.5 uL, 314 Leg 557F #l Leg 557R
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Table 2 Sequence and position of primers

Bk 7B Elk7)2]l oL PR
Primer Sequence (5'—3") Position Amplicon length (bp)

Leg 557F CTGACACTGAGGCACGAA 750-768 .

Leg 557R CGGACTACGACCGACTTT 1307-1 289

(10 pmol/L) 4% 1 uL, dd H,O 5.5 pL, 4z 5 pL,
SRZR 25 WL PCR KW 4514 94 °C 10 min; 94 °C
30's, 57 °C 30 s, 72 °C 30 s, 3£ 35 MEH; 72 °C
5 min, HUS5 pL PCR ¥ 347 M) 2 B A e A FL UK,
MELIL SRS R o
1.3 EgUInHh

B 3R PCR 7## 10 uL T PCR 4, A
10xBuffer 2 uL, FastDigest Hinf I [iff 1 pL, FIAL
ZRIKAMEZ 30 uL, 37 °C /K3 5 min Ji5, B8 pL
PR T B BRI HL UK 73T o
1.4 $FRMEIFG

AMFSE H 02 B — P PRE A O 4 14T T
Kot — 0 X A3 W I ZE A 4 73, T PCR J7i—
HEAR &SR, HI, Z0rk RS
AECONEE, ASCHESN 16 PRIEMZERR . 22
PRAEFE M 42141 B S 12 BRILABA TR Y ATCC #ifE
BT PCR-BVIH AT, Xz 5 kit 75
WEEAL
1.5 ERNFLEE

Wt ZE A mip FEPPIH 16S tDNA 386 bp
FERMFEL XL 169 Bk AT BEZE P R B AR 1Y
Pl 1% 8 G5 AT IO UE o TIN5 A B ZE A
TAE4 (http://www.ewgli.org/) mip FeREHE 22 Al
GenBank M 750 B rhilb AT LUXS, RAS45 TR
MR ELE T

2 ZR50H

2.1 ZEHAH 16S rRNA EEFE59
T o X M A A TR L R i 4 A R R 7 A

WY 16S rRNA BEHFFNIEAT 34T, & INAEE N
ZE B 16S TRNA P P50 A A — e R 1
YIS “GANTC” (1 147-1 151 bp), TidErEMiZE
AR AR B EAFELEIZAL S, WL 1 HEe IR AT
B — X ZE A B R 5 5 | R 3G 5 i S i
1557 bp Fr B, Jfadi% PCR KW i % 0 41 16 5
AEZEFH; FRlIT Hinf 1 X PCR P=YfEY], 1g
i 2 A1 B 1T 85 1 A6k 400 bp F11157 bp A B, ik
WS At A AT 7 v R BT ST AE AT R (L. adlelaidensis) |
2l ZE W R (L. busanensis) Fl A& 20 4 A T/
(L. londiniensis) Al §IH AL %9 257 bp F1 150 bp F
B, HAbAEmg G2 A R B AL, 152 557 bp,
8 AT X3 i 222 A D Rl g i 2 AT TR (L3R 1)
2.2 PCRHEEZHESH

BEALPRLE 11 BREGPHLATR R PCR Hifl,
JE PCR J W 45 25 R s LALIRA B A R A AR,
i 1.2.3 () PCR J i &1A 5 P s RCR,
=2y 557 bp, HIGW BA519 — R R%EE
FEPEY 5 .
23 FHEFMEITRE

Xt 16 FREERTZATE . 22 ARG M4 IAT B K
12 ¥RAEZ AR AT PCR-BEVIAHTAGIN, B63Ei%
TR EErE . 45 ILEE 1, 7% PCR Rl gy 2%t
W EA RS R (B 2), BRI ITA &L
PR KT I it 2 1T TRT A 7 25 (1] 3)
2.4 PCR-EEYIS

2008 4F 11 201247 A, 4218 169 tk
Al BEZER T, 4 16S tDNA 557 bp PCR §7 1),
i I TR I HL KOS A 160 B 0 /R 4241 B FH
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Fig. 1 Bioinformatic analysis of 16S rRNA genes from genus Legionella

TE: LP: REMIZE[ATf#; NLP: AR wg i 4= A iR
Note: LP: L. pneumophila; NLP: Non-L. pneumophila.

bp C ad bu Ipl Ip2 1Ip3 fe go oa M  bp

557 - e ey e e 600

400
200

E 2 ZHE 16S rDNA 557 bp £ E K &89 PCR ¥ 18
#R

Fig. 2 PCR amplification for the 557-bp fragments of
16S rDNA genes from Legionella species

7F: M: DNA marker; C: FAPEXTIE; ad: Bl E R 5 bu:
Z\NZERTE; 1pl, 1p2, 1p3: 2 BIRERE Il 2 A B 1L 3 1-3 #Y;
fe: FERZEHEE; go: XICAERH; oa: BRIIEZEHA.

Note: M: DNA marker; C: Negative control; ad: L. adelaiden-
sis; bu: L. busanensis; Ip1, 1p2, and 1p3 indicate L. pneumophila
serogroups 1, 2, and 3, respectively; fe: L. feeleii; go: L. gor-
manii; oa: L. oakridgensis.

e, BEDIT AR oR: 79 BRUIZY 400 bp Al
157 bp 2 217, HAy 81 BRAI5R 557 bp 2%y . i
SrESI 160 BRI A 79 BROVE It 4R o

HE— A5 R DRI 5 5 B8 160 AR ZE AT I v o g il
TR 79 ¥k, FERZERE (L. feeleii) 36 ¥k; XK
ZE A T (L. gormanii) 27 PR AZ 08 ZE A B (L.
oakridgensis) 13 Pk; KMEZRITH (L. longbeachae)
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bp ad bu Ipl Ip2 1p3 fe go oa M bp

557 600
400 400
257 200

157

E 3 ZHFH 16S rDNA 557 bp EE K ARG 4 R
Fig. 3 Hinf I restriction endonuclease digestion results
of the 557-bp fragments from Legionella species

1: M: DNA marker; ad: FESEMZRHIE; bu: 52107 RIH;
Ip1, 1p2, Ip3: 43RG 22 AT B8 13 1-3 BY; fe: ERAEHA]
1#; go: KICAHITA; oa: HRMIEZE AR

Note: M: DNA marker; ad: L. adelaidensis; bu: L. busanensis;
Ip1, 1p2, and 1p3 indicate L. pneumophila serogroups 1, 2, and
3, respectively; fe: L. feeleii; go: L. gormanii; oa: L. oakrid-
gensis.

2 1K MR INER (L. sainthelensi) 1 ¥k; BEfi4E
KA (L. moravica) 1 ¥k, MAN, IBAFTE 1 BEA
RERE M IYAERB I AT o 1] PCR-BE VIR
— T AT A AR ZE A T S W It 2 A T 2 T 1 o

3ot
WE N AT )2 o A A E AR A Rl RIS
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S R A R e SRR . E RTERR
5 R IR E A A B IR A THOE, R
MR WA E NSRS, kRS
M) IZ i, AR B T T AR R R T R
H 25300 o 43 B RE 3% 07— B ZE P AR I (1) 4
e, TEit BT, RO S#y T84
PR ZE TR Ay B 35, AR AR M 42 45 b
SrESE] 700 ZREATEEAAIR , P 1% E R
IKEEAE G AEAGIRES | 220 . BEWGR A4
I3HT . 28 PCR Kl  RT-PCR K JE R 745, {0
DL DT B4 ORI o PR, DR 50 2
FE T, XA R 1) 3B R B Ay B
(059"

ZEPTE 16S rRNA FEH 7 BefE 42 i/ g vh B
A B ARSI, FRATTARYE A= 015 B2 b ik
5, KRITEREI AR 16S rRNA K T3 Hh7E
TE— A RIS “GANTC”, R E S T —
B 4 1) PCR-J 4 A e S5 7 g i 2 141 7 A
WG B, 107 R e PCR ¥ A 4T 16S
tDNA 1557 bp Y5 7 Bk % 2 T M AESE
TR o FRATTE IS 169 A% AT %€ 75 AT R R Ak . 38 A
PTRBRHETR R AN 12 R AR ZE P i bR i i ik g
UEIZ PCR S RS, & BRIZ 0 1k T LAERf )
X AR RN ZE A R T 400, % PCR J5 i
RO ZE P B B A ARG R et o I TR T
FE i 7= A1 16S tDNA 557 bp H: A F B it 4 =
Iz R, FRATT3E A —A PR (1) U] s A m
IR i 4 A B 11 1kl 400 bp #1157 bp A B, FAIH
B 5 PG L AR T X I i ZE P R A T 2 o X
95 BRIE A A B (145 79 HRATEFEA 16 BRbrifE
PR 103 PRIEFEITAZAT (81 PRoTEIHRAN 22
PR U TR ) 1) T 10 468 e 5 SR U BH DT 43 A e —
PR, A5 0 8 il ZE P B A I 7% o

Zhan %58 HE 2 ARG TN AN, 5HA
bb, AWFZE 7L HAT UK S R 2 sk . T

il RSCAS SEIEC B . B[R] SR A AR, AR [
FERIRII7 ¥, BRI AR U 5 ZOR T 2R,
HA& PCR i R RIL R, HIBAREE . Ttk
H, Jo/ DNA HlHR A X SRR Rl RAE
rh o B B ] BE A T A T A 4 e, HOATR
e S, R ZE A T I A = 9 A A PR PR
LW EAEERE X,

AR, FEXTAE 1448 TR IR
TR AT AT, I3 B ISR 4 A R 3R 2R
Bk PR EEAFAEVE I A AT | AR AT TR |
R . RIRERE . KR el
TG . FRERER R (L. dumoffii) . 14252 41 H
(L. bozemanae) . KM FHI (L. worsleiensis) .
FERLAER AR S, MRS AT @ ) 77T L
HERR B0 18 B N 3 B I ZE TR AT S E o b,
TEABIFTE P 160 PRAZATTE IS FFAAE 1 BRASBERIE
HAKF, 2 PCR-FDIH AR Y E Jy AR il 4 141 1A
1M 16S rDNA E: K Hl mip FEFI 7 %58 751408
NP, B RARRMIY R — BT

2 % X M
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