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The paraffin wax overlay plate method for purple
nonsulfur bacteria
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Abstract: Purple nonsulfur bacteria are one branch of purple phototrophic bacteria, which are ecologi-
cally important and have valuable applications. In this study, we established paraffin wax overlay plate
method for the isolation and the enumeration of purple nonsulfur bacteria. Compared with several tra-
ditional methods, the new one was found to be more rapid and convenient. We applied this method to-
gether with molecular approaches to investigate purple nonsulfur bacteria in paddy soil, and found that
it can well reveal the diversity of purple nonsulfur bacteria at culturable level, when formate acts as
carbon source. We believe the new method would be of great help to the investigation of purple non-
sulfur bacteria in environment.
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A 4l E (Phototrophic bacteria) /& —JSHEME I I
JEREAE K AT, R HER AR B B AR S
AR R W EAZAEY) . 266G 4l (Purple phototro-
phic bacteria, PPB)& Y64 4 B Ff 85 52 i 28 s 43t
HOOCEME T AP, E O AR (Purple sulfur
bacteria) F1'5¢ {4 AE 47 41 4 (Purple nonsulfur bacteria) .

FOAETAE EE AL E M — N EE S
W, A TSR TR Alpha #1 Beta 4332 1P
EATHA R T W ARE, DGR . Jthe
H R AL AE S IR B A i AR SRRV A A
Iz TARIMAS R, 5. #a .
PERIR ISR I T T RN AESEE X, W
NI 7 TP ER 5 v ) SR i B A DE R L i
HEK RE OV [, A A 2R R
(07 FH A, G e i 55 5 2 Ak A o VR A= g o )

1 5 19 28 LA B 20 0 T 355 55 7 A WA A B
AR L B K ESR B0 (Most probable  number,
MPN)FIR AU 5 TR 45 . ik 265 IR AR AE Bk G, A
TR AR Ay 5 7 T 0 O AR e o B o AR, E0fof L Al e
A AU R T AR, R s AR
M4, MPN R, TAE=R, HAH
TR B alifl; DRAECRE RE 37 1250 i 45 1A [a] 1Y)
BORESE, AME TR SCR, [FIA R R A
T 2GR, AT EE T L BRI, A sl
7 [E A A 8 B2 S MR 7 R T BRI 43 5 5% €5 A i Al
W, HSEETEETIE, SEaFEwE, #
TN TR - S AR A m Y, DAy
fi | TEPLBE D RS RO 43 B 2 A AR B AT 7R

1 MBI

1.1 SEMINEAES

TR 3 21 1% 5. Jf1 i (Rhodopseudomonas  palustris,
R. palustris) A 7% 52 55 2 R 8

KA LR AILIE M TN EH, RIERAR
N AL, R BAE L pH 6.8, AL
it 18.4 g/kg, &% 1.46 g/kg, 4=#% 0.63 g/kg, 4
B 14.0 g/kg, HALHE 10.04x107% g/kg, M &AD
70.09x102 g/kg.

M T A B R VLR To 8 i, RISk
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RUH S REHE, R ARIALYER: pH 6.1, ALK
19.2 g/kg, & 4%& 1.3 g/kg, &® 0.5 g/kg, 44
14.2 glkg, EZWE 3.6x107° g/kg, LA 86.0x
1072 g/kg.
12 Hmx&E

JEHRBR 4498 78 B AE Y 20 cm-30 cm 4 0-5 cm
MIZRZ 18, BN 7.5 em 0 LAEFENLIR 5 4 5
IRA1, WRPR O MEETEEYR I 2 mm JEAY 145,
FESLT 4 °C {45 .
1.3 FERFIFNLEE

M DNA 807 &4 Bacterial DNA Kit
(Omega Bio-Tek, USA)., PCR S )i ¥ rTaq 54 il Fl
e RE T B pMD 18-T # A [ T TaKaRa 2 A,
HAEHEHEZWAT Sigma Ad], 51¥H BigA T A
Y TRARA RS, PCR {5 MyCycler™ PCR
(Bio-Rad, Hercules, Calif.); J:K 245X} Dcode il
FRZE R & 45 (Bio-Rad, Hercules, Calif.),
14 KEeIEmARERE

00 E R 40 T 55 95 3 (g/L): NH,CI 1.2, Na,HPO,
0.5, MgCl, 0.2, NaCl 2, 4R 2, AHLIR 2, ZEiEHk
12, KR pH A5 7.2, BRI LRG0 43 3 L
29 WHTR. LR . FLIR . NEIRR . SERM AT TR
R BRI, LA 0.7 g BYSFEIRIR . B FAIIR AN R 2
IR A W
1.5 EMRAEXEFHE. MPN ZFRIAARIER
=ik

200 A1 7 40 A I A 0 SUZ M A 50 miL
TCHKYIE 5 g 13, FELL 10 5 BRI BRI BT Ty
R . KA RS 1 R 100 b in A B KB 1Y
RiFE Mo, FHhnA 20 mL i ¥ 7E 40 °C—45 °C Y [
PR G FRHE CRBEE), 349 5) 48 5% 045 T R0 35 7 2k
FATIRA o SFEARE SR AREEE S, FAE LA
55 °C—60 °C MR LA Ry MR A I, S2108 A4 sl % 77
L, A 75 0 25 50 1 7 5 76 [ AR s 95 3k ) 1T, R
T B B R SR T St 1 AR A A R ]
Jei, PR RIS B, HCE ZESR B 2 400 lux Y R
ST T HRS, T30 °C+2 °C #5535 3 J&., 44 mIAEma
W REVE IR UG, K w2 ARG i 2, Pk
W VR T 2liAk
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MPN #5: R 10 HEREE 107 44
WHERAE 345, 3 E K,

WA A TR (L) RO A A R S R
BRI, FREL SR N (2) B R A T R g
FRIEEN, T AR A
1.6 4HE S DNA $2HL

P A 1A i A 5% % P Y 58 60 A 40 R T
T T AE SR B O s R 3 52 3 A G IUE B
2 mL, A& Bacterial DNA Kit #2407 &
DNA. HAREBRE S izl & i 1 F .

1.7 E@aXEHE pufM EE 18

IV e 1) e A RN A Y N S Y
FEH R B pufM B R R S PRSI 4 pufMB5TF
(5'-CGCACCTGGACTGGAC-3") 1 pufM750R (5'-C
CCATGGTCCAGCGCCAGAA-3")#4T pufM FE[H
#4081 PCR S )i FHiak %1 £ Premix Tag® Version 2.0 Kit
(TaKaRa), 50 pL i) PCR & & %3/l 50 ng ) DNA
Mt . PCR J )W 4542 94 °C 3 min; 94 °C 30 s, 56 °C
30s, 72 °C 30's, 30 ¥ ; 72 °C 10 min, PCR
PrHEFEILE 1.2% (W/V) Tris-acetate- EDTA (TAE)F
JIE W v LK B TIE
1.8 DGGE Hik&H#

SR AT pufM ZEH ) DGGE 4r#r. fifi
FH 8% R TN M e e BE I, FELUK 22 /A IXTAE, 2B M
BhBE 45%—75%; PCR 74 Ik 200 ng DNA; HL
J£ 80 V, 60 °C, Hivk 13 h; JH SYBR Green I (Invi-
trogen) (1:10 000, V/V)4: 4, 30 min, J5 1] Gel Doc™
EQ imager (Bio-Rad) 1% 41 /&1,

145 DGGE FHESHF R, AT H 40 pL K5
TFKE 1.5 mL E.OE T, BT 4 °C KT D
WA, PR T pufM LR 5 [ 95 A 74
1 PCR 4 ¥4 R R MR N SR 1 444 )5 1% PCR
FEYIEAT DGGE B E, AR 2 451 pufM 3 [K B () {37
B . WA, dhLeUiar . PRI IRE
1.9 el F AR EEFS bt

W IAEJE Y pufM JEP 934 7= 9% 82 ) pMD
18-T vector (TaKaRa), Jf %1k %] Escherichia coli
DH5a J&Z A0, 7% A X-gal. IPTG FIZA '~ &
BRM LB A Dk, PRGN E &

RhitEr A AT, R T #dAkE 51 M13 i
TTHI7% PCR, 7= #2: 1.2% (W/V)B5i g M e i i
VRSN 2 A5 Ry B SR o 4 28 L e 1 1 40 i
P RW A E¥E Invitrogen 2 E|EATINT . 00T
5 % i) I# %1 7£  National Center for Biotechnology
Information (NCBI)M3f = BLAST Fbxt, #E47[RE
PERTZ . AL RFIFHI 458 GenBank, %5k
54 AB607003 il AB607010,
110 BURSITHHR

iz 1] SPSS 13.0 #1474t it 434, Jf-fdiH] Duncan
o B 4T 22 8 145 (p<0.05)

2 HREWR

2.1 EARAYENEFEREEL

AR R AR AE Y A SR R E T
Btz —, ORI RO L s T 2
B AR EE Y, TR TE R SR o R A2 R
Y H R, REAACH, B R ORI A 5 T
R NOAEES G . B L, FRATTEE 2 dE o dn b
TE AR SE IR He v, P A A 5 7 S e S R 0 1 D)
B o S, ST AR A i R S A R T ORI a5
LOAEMANE . BAAESZFEaanE 1 s, b
T4 & XF V8 P 41 R P M9 15§ (Rhodopseudomonas  pal-
ustris, R. palustris)fJitE 8 fr, T2 R IR AE
an BTHEE B, Ao E S ER AN, A R
U A P 5 A A 0 R R S AL B, Al
WA R T AL ER . R/ANRE AR — S BT,
AR S TR B 2R LT . R/NFTE
AR R (K 1 /8) . S22 A0, TEARHE 55 B A
IS B2 R, HUE TCE R I (8 1 A7), Tkt
THERS, WEREMAEY REAERK ., AR
Y TR A B TAFTE SR T A OGS B2 HE R 1Y 5% S bk
0 CO1 DR el T PR K T C A R TR . R,
IREEAE SO B B A i TS AR B A T Y
AR HAT UL, [EARA 0 25 AT AR G b b 46 4
R v i v e [ e S S P S R 2
WL, B RO S R dE B, PRECR T, SO
PR 7K 8 T P 8 A Ay et L2 S il vk A s alidb, 1k
JERIRUUNTE SHE N
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Environmental sample  Rhodopseudomonas palustris

Overlay of paraffin wax

B 1 SAEMIEFSNERAEEERE R
Fig. 1 Pictures of paraffin wax overlay plates of Rhodop-
seudomonas palustris and environmental sample

Without paraffin wax

22 EMARENEFMAET MPN %, RIKA LS
BELIR

TR TR, RATTLL R, palustris,
TR R i R U 2 b e P = 3R S S BB, X A
AT RUZ AL . MPN i IR A A 05 7 55 E A T

Paraffin wax

Liquid wax (embeded)

Bo 2o 14 d MBEFR, TR S TCEAR 47 M fe
YR, R R IR A R, IR R
IRATERS TRk b, ERTC A T 200 1 52 (R AN 7
W% (B 2), XFRRE LR, BRIt ()t CAmi
HAWGAEY . 52 AR, TR A0 XUZSF-Hr i T AAR
Do b Xk 0 TR RO PR B8R T R A T 50 65 4 A P TR

TEE M AR Al B, AT e B A T
MPN 32 FIE (R A7 5 BUZF ik . MPN 352 H AT
FOROARBR AN A ol R vk . (R, & 3 KW
PR AT I L2 P Ak T B R TR X T 4l R L 2
IEEREKAE £, MPN & A7 0 002 Ak i
BERBRAREER, BEFEHLTRRHI
(Coefficient of variation)§ /N, FF J& W19 58315
Bro BEAR, R A 05002 AR 7 P R B 454
s S THREL. e gk, BT odEmam e 2
IRAEGAEY), 7653 A 5 b LUAE TS, i DL oy
PRI EE AR Al P A (] 3)

SEUN DR UL G B E S o G O o A
R I A A L) 1 W vk T 4l TR RN B B R
g8 R Al TR ) TR, W TR I AR
etk

Rhodopseudomonas palustris

Paddy soil

Liquid wax (spreaded)

B2 FHHESEHRE
Fig. 2 Pictures of different plate methods
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1 Rhodopseudomonas palustris (10° CFU)
=1 Paddy soil (10° CFU)

£ 60
2
2 A
=]
s 45 | 2
g a A
=}
£ 030 ¢ [ ]
E..
=
i="
< 15
o
2
s 0
MPN Paraffin wax overlay plate method

B 3 MPN EFERAENE FHRE TR
Fig. 3 The enumeration comparison of MPN and paraffin
wax overlay plate methods

23 ERAENEFREMKELERIERMAE
TRz

IKRE LB TN A ST L SRR ) Y i A 5
WEE, —HAZUEEMEN . KL &aEEN
AT, PREFHE T RDE AR i R 3R T, X
SER KA R T EEOLEME A, JEATFRA
WESEKAS B A R . SRR RS
A0, LRGSR AN £ Bk, FeA 1R
PRAT 5 XUZ P A i A 1T B 3R K E ARk ARS L5 6
RN

Bk U A TG R T I SRR B B 2 — o Xk
FATESE 6 MAPLIR(TRR . LR, FLFR . INARER |

28 r
[ Bulk soil

2 b L

24 r

Number of purple nonsulfur bacteria
(10° CFU/g DWS)

[ Rhizospheric soil

C
07 | CD
b
b D b b D o b
0.0 =

SERR . FPEEIR) M —FR A IR CE R R . BRIIR
FINBRRR), 73 5 HBOK R PR AEEAR B 1 25
EmignE, DA RS A KRS PSR R R A
[Eliblo 3l

B FAED AL, WK i KRS I8 BT A 28
P 5 22 AR B X ) AR B AR BRO 7 Rl
XoF AR B R AR B - 498 v S 60 | F A 40 TR Y TRl 2R 22
SRR, GE 4 iR X TARBS R, DI, SR
iR AR & R R R R BE S 5 IR I B 2 I R AR R 4n
W, $EE 1.6x10°-2.2x10° CFU (Colony-forming
unit)/(g:DWS) (Dry weight soil); Hk ¥R FIN
iR, $0ETE 0.4x10°-0.5%10° CFU/(g-DWS); Z &
MFLRRBORE 2, LTI A Rl 28 6 AR 40 78
XFT AR PR A58, 0 18 58 60 I 4 TR Y e P Ak R
WZHR . SRR FR A B2 AR A BE IE 5 AR 1 Ho v
M EAETAN P . AHE, LLH IR Ry i 1 4 35 S 4]
R AR PR A 3 WA 7R K= 1 58 A AR B 4 7
Bt R Z1E 1.16x10° CFU/(g-DWS),

HRBR 2 AE AR 22 5 IR W) 2 (AR AR
TE B R B 7 1) R AR R A K A T R
FBESE, S0 Y R /Ny 7 A PLR, B
DIARBR R85 A KA R . INEIRR . SRR A
BEHAMR A HLIR o X A MLIR 5% (o A B 4 P )
A, T G R A 2R A A A L 7 B i I Y

Formate Citrate

Lactate  Pyruvate

Acetate Malate The mixture

E 4 BEFERENRETRE 7 MEVBRMSREMIERRDIEDERIERARITE

Fig. 4 The enumeration of 7 different organic carbon sources for paraffin wax overlay of pour plate methods
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HUR . S22, AR 55 R, LRNE
PLRR O e S 3 A AR, i LAARAR PR 3o
1048 (0 AR R A0 TR O IR 7E A X SBRRR I B R 3 1 R
bpA e, ST R — BRIE (R . T EARR . SP R
iR FIVIR B e ) X AR s T AR B - 48 v 8 G R R 4
BB R R KR, LA . NI . SER
2 AT BE FA R A0 A S TR 43 B K R AR P £ 1 rpr 42
0 AR B 20 BT A £33 A U

R & RS R 45 R F A WL AR i
gEep A P KR - A W B 4 32
WP I A HLIR . ZIERR . W20 IR A )
F B L4 R e sh ™, e RE T, 4%
IR AN WEI ) T 5 R e = P A2 IR R ALk
Hi, Pk, KREE&EEFOHRM, §iRs 2
TR AR A 55 vl e PR A i B A 0 A O B DR, R )
PN A M, AT AR A K. Nk
DA B R A 0 0 %) T A 85 X2 P B i A AR A b i
FATF B0 2 B KRS P B0 R R AN
2.4 E%EHB pufM EE PCR-DGGE &% 4B
VRl

[ A 5 X2 S Al i 48 7R YR S 80ROk
i - R AR G AN B Y A E IR o A B U2 AR
bR R A R R A AR R AN T . FRATREALPR R

T AEAR PR FIAR PR A= 98 40 B F-Hr | 9 Fi1 19 ANTRVE, iF
FrH:TF pufM £ PCR-DGGE R RS L H 40 Hr -

pufM H:[H 1) DGGE [#l3% an &l 5 i, & MikiE
1 ANHEVE G pufM JE K DGGE 7 A A7 1 XUZ
ARk To e MR PRS2 JE AR b+ 8 b 35 1 52
mAMEFIIFAZ, LA 3 AN, iE 5 fr
7o B DGGE T Rl b 14 B 75 455 F I L BRIE
SRR R, FRAFH P S 7E GenBank H kA7 ] Y5
K2 (Kl 6), &I HRELN A TRV 1Y pufM JEK 751
5 R. palustris 1) pufM 3 [F 751 [ 0P fe s . BT
pufM LR B AR SRS, HISRIM RS K E 57
Prés ity 16S rRNA FERIZE AR — M, B LAITRAT
TA A LA HE R Ay il 05 1 T AR A i RS2~ A ik IAOK A
R B 3 332 & R, palustris, R. palustris & [ 9%
W R B R iz M —Fh R AR B A T, FEPEIR
A, FELOtRE)bEE R IR o JRA ST R KA
TR E AR A EF AL, A ARE, (LG
TR BAC o AR W R P R R, palustris
KA PR RO G AR . Fik, BRI
B MOKAE LA T —Fh s R AT, (HIRAT
AR DA HE R A B 1058 1) [T A o et A2 - Al 3k AT DA AR
I M AE W] 35 50K LXK RS b R e AR B AR A T
W5

Rhizospheric soil

Bulk soil

19 24 2 12 39 18 34 20 35 9 27 4

13%" .'_“.‘_- -.‘- & = o &

10 11 15 26 29 13 8 4 21 23 40 22 37 29 8§ 17

= ¥
a a .....‘-

5 MEFRLEFEEZE pufM £E DGGE Ei%
Fig. 5 PCR-DGGE fingerprinting profiles of pufM genes retrieved from colonies isolated from medium
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Rl )

_:Rhodospirillum centenum (CP000613)
Arctic spring bacterium (EU196298)

Thiocapsa imhoffii (EU910945)
51 Thiobaca sp. (FN257162)
72 Thiorhodococcus sp. (FN257138)
Marichromatium purpuratum (FJ376395)
Rhodopseudomonas sp. TUT3626 (AB498871)
68 Strain 21 (Bulk soil) (AB607004)
M Strain 4 (Bulk soil) (AB607003)
Strain 29 (Bulk soil) (AB607005)

d s palustris BisAS53 (CP000463)

—
0.05

L‘ Strain 26 (Rhizospheric soil) (AB607008)
98| 9glStrain 29 (Rhizospheric soil) (AB607009)
Rhodopseudomonas palustris strain 2.1.6 (AY177969)
g1|| Strain 37 (Bulk soil) (AB607006)
g0|| Strain 35 (Rhizospheric soil) (AB607010)
| 72f Strain 11 (Rhizospheric soil) (AB607007)
Rhodopseudomonas oryzae (AB241418)

Rhodobacter blasticus (D50649)

75 Rhodobacteraceae bacterium BS110 (EU009369)

Rhodovulum sulfidophilum (AB020784)
Roseivivax halodurans (DQ915718)
Rubritepida flocculans (AY064409)
83 Roseococcus thiosulfatophilus (AY064410)

Rubrivivax gelatinosus (AY234384)
99 Rubrivivax gelatinosus (AB034704)
Methylobacterium sp. (CP000943)

Chloroflexus aurantiacus (X07847)

6 EHRAENEFERLAEEN puIM ZERRFELER
Fig. 6 Phylogenetic tree analysis showing the relationships of bacterial pufM genes in DGGE fingerprints to the closest rela-
tives in the GenBank
VD AR B RBCEIER 1000 BUREIY & 43 Le, 55 TP ON TR GY GenBank B 5, LU AR 5% )51 2 5+
Note: The numbers at the nodes indicate the percentages of occurrence in 1 000 bootstraped trees. The GenBank accession number of each
strain is indicated in parentheses and the scale bar represents 5% sequences difference.
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