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Contributions of HSP100/CIpL to the stress tolerance and
pathogenicity of Streptococcus suis type 2

ZHU Haodan, WANG Rui, ZHOU Junming, WANG Dandan, HU Yiyi, NI Yanxiu, LI Bin"

Institute of Veterinary Medicine, Jiangsu Academy of Agricultural Sciences, Nanjing 210014, Jiangsu, China

Abstract: [Background] Caseinolytic protease L (ClpL), a member of the heat shock protein
(HSP) 100 family, is involved in various cellular processes, such as the stress tolerance
response, long-term survival, virulence, and antibiotic resistance, playing important roles in the
infection of pathogenic bacteria. [Objective] The present study aimed to elucidate the
contributions of HSP100/CIpL to the stress tolerance and virulence of Streptococcus suis type 2.
[Methods] We used the thermo-sensitive suicide vector pSET4s and the Escherichia
coli-Streptococcus suis shuttle vector pSET?2 to construct an isogenic clpL mutant strain (AclpL)
and a complemented strain (CAclpL), respectively. We then compared the growth characteristics
of the wild-type strain SS2-1, AclpL, and CAclpL under various stress conditions (including
high temperature, acidic environment, and oxidative stress) in vitro and in pig whole blood.
Furthermore, we employed a mouse model of infection and challenged mice with SS2-1+AclpL
or SS2-1+CAclpL to compare the virulence of SS2-1, AclpL, and CAclpL. [Results] The mutant
strain AclpL showed reduced survival rates under stress conditions and in pig whole blood. In
addition, it showed attenuated virulence in BalB/C mice. Furthermore, AclpL had significantly
lower colonization ability than SS2-1 in mice. [Conclusion] The data indicate that the SsClpL is
involved in the stress response and pathogenicity of SS2.

Keywords: Streptococcus suis type 2; heat shock protein 100 family member ClpL; stress
tolerance; pathogenicity

FE 55 BR T (Streptococeus suis, SS)ET | %
FEER ORI B2 R, R —FhE ) S
SRR . FERERR I MG RIARZ , IRYE IR A
PURPEZE S, 43R 29 MM E R (1-27
29 F1 1/2)MFT 27 AR R I L (NCL1-26
Al Chz)>31) o DL 3 2 78 (Streptococcus suis
type 2, SS2)41 B Hix i . BURTER IR . fEFE R
PR R RE BRI AN T | R A R B S L i
fE . KRR MR L AEIET; WAl AL
M58 . R REIR LR A AR BT R EEBK A
N 2 & i | Rl A N TS 7 6 IR R
NI T AR FIE e Ay R M EE

XEUREIN S, EOM—EgA N REE
M8 7 -0 1% 8K 11K A 2R 11 (caseinolytic
protease, Clp)f&—&) VZAF-1E T IR A Y HAZ%
AW R B 2R T e A R E—AAA+ER
B, O 22 S R AR 1 A b — IR AR S
(Ser-His-Asp) i ClpP Z& (i Al HSP100 (heat
shock proteins, HSP100)/Clp ATP fif#4;F 1A%
R D1 (40 ClpA . ClpB. ClpC. CIpE. ClpL #I
ClpX Z)H R, ClpP 5 Clp ATP Ffgh 5L
HAEAMKMBEIERN Clp R &K cn
CIpAP . CIpCP. CIpEP F1 ClpXP)XJ Ji& ¥ i#E47 4+
S b TR R R AR O, T A 4 R R R A R
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AT SR BT, 4ERF AN B9 E H A S B A
A, DA Tl i A B s S Clp
MR SRR R e — S fE SR 1 I 1
FeoE v, HE I Rl 45 T WA DG RE I B R
ik, TEFESE . BPR LR R A 2 2 900 An T
AR, DT 4 i 4 T 78 R 5E v B AR AE e ) I
XoF i 32 850 1108,

TE 5% BR 1 J@ 10 A8 57 4 K 78 (Streptococcus
mutans) . ili 4% EK I (Streptococcus pneumoniae) |
IR FhU4% BR 1 (Streptococcus thermophilus) F1 JGFL
HEBR I (Streptococcus agal actiae) 5 il Py 14 & B
A Clp EAMRS, S 5HAEMENAELRK.
WL VBT A7 . AR R Ay D AR
BRTAAY clpP P k2 S 3502 T 78/ BRUA 9 TGk
FEFEI WMOAE G L AR S 1 A A
LR IR B TR ClpC 2 Ml R A% R 8 Bl
FIRZE LytA MR Ply AT EN, MLkl
PR i 2 2R I L AT AR R R T Y
ClpP I ClpX S A . A IRIER
R ARG, AT 5 2 W B BR O o R
Pk SS2-1 K [F 4 (GenBank CP018908.1)H
T 44 Clp ATP Rl SsClpL (BVD85-01820,

AVW21342.1) SsCIpE  (BVD&85-02290,
AVW21431.1) SsClpX  (BVD85-03910,
AVW21723.1) #1  SsCIlpC  (BVD85-09325,

AVW22740.1), L& 1 4~ ClpP fikf§§ SsClpP
(BVD85-07310, AVW22357.1)1'%, Roy 5%
FEH ClpX F1 ClpP 7£ SS2 #: B kK ZY05719 %L
Wi B R R E AR o AR ST AN R B Bk A
SRFERE SS2-1 H Ay SsClpL By 4wf KL clpL ik
Frmlr, HhHR clpL SRR TS 40 0 1Y A= K A
HRRTEAS | R IEREE A P AR RE S . B
WO YE AR N e FE R T, LABTE B SsClpL
Xof A ik R AT 1) I AT 52 0B T 5

1 #HRE5r=E

1.1 &

FEBEERTA 2 BUGR FERR SS2-1 F 1998 4E 405
H YT R s 1A, JFORL pSET4s. pSET2 Fll SS2
FHAESE I, AL = RIS, A B 5K BT H
Balb/C /INE(4-5 JEliS, BEVE)IE A 40 A 50 5
Yl SIS (B AE /D BRI AR A
fit FREATJ8 ML) 48 35 VT 9548 A b B2 B 52 55 501 4
T R 2 HAL(SYXK 75 2015-0019).,
1.2 EHRE

Todd-Hewitt broth (THB)}5## 3L Al THY 1535
JL(THB B 5Erhashin 2% B B U 5 %
SCHER[19]ECH] ; LB K557 H(g/L): H Mk 10.0,
P BB 5.0, NaCl 10.0,
1.3 FERFIFNEE

Bl PE P I Sph1, Sal 1, Pst1, BamH I,
EcoR I, UL & B4 B PrimeSTAR DNA B4 iz,
F& . T4 DNA JEFERE . e [l & Fn Bk
PP &, FAEY TRORE) A RA R ; 415
DNA $BUX €, Omega 23w 5 [R5 85 2H 1% 4
B, FERLHEMEREAEYRIE AR A AER
(chloramphenicol, Cm)FIH: W% 2 (spectinomycin,
Spe), At ZEERHEARRAE . PCR YL
GBI E YL EAE T, Eppendorf 24 F] 5
B UG 250, il REAdaRk2a A BR A A
B Re, BB (PE)ARAF; MP
FastPrep-24 HZBEEL, MP A rl, AWF5EHT
F 51035 e o B AR R A BRA A K
(& Do
1.4 SsClpL EFEFRERFIE 4MRRIIEE

%% Ju FPBER DT, AN DNA #2

B ) G S B TR Bk SS2-1 AU JE [ 2H DNA gt
#e, FIF] PrimeSTAR DNA A TGRXF & 5]
Yy L1/L2. RI/R2 5353474 clpL JE[A F . il
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x1 AKARFASY

Table 1 Primers used in this study

Primer Primer sequence (5'—3") Function

L1 ACCCAAGCTTTGCTAAGGAAAACCAAGAGG Amplification of the upstream
L2 ACGCGTCGACTACCTAGCCTCCTCCGTA border of clpL

R1 GCGCGGATCCAAGATGAATAAGGTTGGGG Amplification of the

R2 ACCGGAATTCCACCCAGGAAACTTACTCG downstream border of clpL
catl ACGCGTCGACCACCGAACTAGAGCTTGATG Amplification of cat® gene
cat2 GCGCGGATCCTAATTCGATGGGTTCCGAGG cassette

inl TTTAACAATATGGACGACA An internal fragment of clpL
in2 CCCACGGGATAAAGCTGGTT

outl CAAAGGTCTGGACGCCAG Outside homologues region of
out2 ATCGGGACTATTGACCGCT clpL

Cl1 gttgtaaaacgacggccagtgaattc AGGACTTGCAGGACACTT Amplification of SsClpL ORF
(o¥) attacgccaagcttgcatgectgcagCTGCCAGTAGGTTTGCTT and its promoter fragment
spcl GTTTGGATCAGGAGTTGAGAG Identification of spectinomycin
spe2 CCAAGATAACTACGAACTGCTA gene

AT T S 2 4 B DAy IR 1 D 67 A

Underlined nucleotides denote enzyme restriction sites.

[ LN RS up FI dn; DL IR BGR 7 &
PEICA pR326 A RSk, M PrimeSTAR
DNA R A& HHAF S M 519 catl/cat2 P18 & 5
RPUERREE cat JEAI(ER 1) PCR KA R
(50 pL): 2xPrimeSTAR Premix 25 pL, F. T
5191(10 pmol/L)4% 2 uL , 447 2 ul,ddH>0 19 pL.
PCR S 451F: 98 °C 3 min; 98 °C 15s, 55°C
15s, 72°C 30s, 30 ME#F; 72 °C 5 min, %
GRS A2tk up. dn 1 cat X 3 NFEK A BEY
PCR /™74, ¥ 44k i DNA FBer %I Sph I/Sal 1,
Sal I/BamH 1 11 BamH I/EcoR 1 3] 5 i85 &
[, LA T4 DNA &40 16 °Cil %% 4% 3 1> DNA
FBERIE R PCR 8, LA L1/R2 5|4
P14 up-cat-dn E:[H B [RIAE 50 pL B PCR
PIRR, VSRR AR, B 98 °C
3min; 98°C 155, 55°C 155, 72°C90s, 304>
FEFR; 72 °C 10 min; AR RSG5 4tk R
5 24 L H] Bt up-cat-dn; DA Sph I/EcoR 143
FXEEY] up-cat-dn FIIRAUTR, pSET4s, 4lifk
J& A FH T4 DNA S $2:0 16 °Cad % i H2E H F By

up-cat-dn FI 5k pSET4s, &4 Wik K
FF# DHSo JERSZASHML, A TS AW ER
(100 pg/mL)FI4 7 % (8 ng/mL)AWHiPER LB *F
M 37 °CREFRIA, PRELTORE, PCR A FH 5 %
RV E R R IR . P fIA TG IR
S ¥ E 20 ok pSET4sAclpL HLFE 4L T SS2-1 &z
AU, 7FESHEME R (100 pg/mL) AR R
(4 pg/mL)XETIER) THY #5535 28 °C 180 r/min
BigR, A KRG 37 °CH5 3% 4-6 h,
WA AR R (4 pg/mL)Fi R THY S, ¥ H 3k
IR 7% T THB MRk 5% 8 h, F4N A DNA 2
B G 3 45 R B SE [ 4] DNA, H inl/in2
il catl/cat2 51 TR LS, RAFEEEELLR
e A catl/out2 Fl outl/cat2 #EFTAE Y
PCR it — B BGUFBE B HE , d5c 20 kA5 3k R i
Jbk AclpL. FH TR PCR KWK FR (20 pL):

2xPrimeSTAR Premix 10 pL, b . Fi#Egl¥
(10 pmol/L)#% 1 uL, #&AR 1 uL, ddH,O 7 pL.

PCR [ W £51F: 98 °C 3 min; 98 °C 155, 55 °C
155,72 °C 30 s 8% 60 s, 30 MG ; 72 °C 5 min.,
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DL SS2-1 N4 DNA MR , ] Primer
STAR DNA RE&HAM &ML Cl/C2 73
SsClpL %ifih X &% H: i 3+ 741, PCR ¥4
1K 2 % A4 ] up-cat-dn 25K - BE i 18  alifl
f) PCR #5545 EcoR 1/Pst T XX JHH] [H1 iz i) Jokc
br pSET2 1| F [R] 5 8 21 AR e b A Tid 2, #
FLF IR FORL pSET2-CAclpL, i 4k 2 3k
DRIk M AclpL ()82 25 41 i, 37 °C . 180 t/min
PGS 2 h 5 THUE R (100 pg/mL)FitE
THY “FHrad i, PRECREESR, 40l F 519
inl/in2 1 spcl/spe2 #£17T PCR %, 4% T4
BE CACIpLP?, PCR 2 W44 28 I 5% 5 3 PR e 2k
PR 1) 55 58 AH TR
1.5 E£KEHESH

Ay MPREE A R SS2-1 . Bt #k AclpL FIH.
Mk CAclpL I H R 7%, #6513 5 mL THB W14
Rrgeserp, 37°C., 180 r/min $5 5533 7%, & Hi
PRI 5 WA e B )R £ 31 ODgoo 4 1.0 J&7 , BX 1 mL
AR 2 100 mL THB AR 323, 37 °C,
180 r/min }i5%. DAIRIEFNAHTE N THB AR5
FRAEAXTE, WAL mL MK, R
1 h 40 EE T R SR W4 600 nm K
f) OD H, LM 10 h, 24K LRy,

P X 1 5 B (ODgoo 47 0.6-0.8) 4% SS2
FRT 4 °C. 5000 r/min &5.0> 10 min J5 WAL H
&, PBS Y% 2 ¥k, B S5 L B T3 A b [
SE SR AT 2 e, B N RN B IR A
1.6 A =i

SRR PRI SS2 SEAKK SS2-1.
Jekk AclpL FIH AME CAclpL BRI T 4 °C.
5 000 r/min £5.0> 10 min 5, o 1xPBS
WELTE I ODooo [N 0.2, &% Li FHW ik
W AEAE SGHAT AR LT 527 g . ARV B
100 pL A& 900 uL PBS A9 1.5 mL & .0
G, Bt 42 cCRBE AN 1 hy Hfb

NP 100 pL BN A 2R E N 30 mmol/L
H,0: /Y 900 pL PBS F 1.5 mL B.L:% 1, 37°C
YEA 30 min, MIA AL A (5 mg/mL)Z 1k %
Ni; BRI 100 pL WA EA 900 pL FRTE
PBS (pH 5.5)# 1.5 mL #0488 ,37 °CYER] 1 h;
DAARAEATAnT 4b R A 40 BR A % BRZH , 37 °CA3 1) 3%
7% 1 h 8% 30 min; £ SS2 HWK 10 1543 L #i B
JEWRAT T THY “FARTHEL, FABN BT E 45 SS2
PR AT 56

1.7 {FEEIEERRE

%:7% Bonifait P EBEE S, 4 °C.
5000 r/min 50> 10 min WCAEREUE KK SS2-1 .,
AclpL HI CAclpL, PBS ¥k Jm 5 & & 14 I
R TH W E 2 1x107 CFU/mL. ¥ 100 pL fY
SS2 B AN 100 pL SS2 BHERE ML 35 I A 2% A
800 pL FrésthiEsE M+, BRI 37 O E
2 h, HEIZ R 1E RS . THY AR
B0 h A1 2 h (Y4 SS2 WK, HTRAAE R,
1.8 /MRERMIXIE

PRHL SS2 I HLF T THB #5357 Krh
37 °C. 180 r/min ¥5 3R XI5 4% 1% 4 Fh i e 4
F iR THB 1, FpA K 244 5 B3 (ODsoo
4 0.6-0.8)}, 4 °C. 5 000 r/min &.0> 10 min
W E TR, PBS PEV& 2 X, THB J84& SS2 M
#] 4.0x10’ CFU/mL.. ¥ 30 2 BALB/c /MBS
hp 34, MRS 1L.0mL W SE 10 H/NE
VESU X BRA , M T AR [R50 &) THB K5 5%
B WE/NERI R AT B, AR 2 1K,
HER#G 7d, idR/NRIETHE .

2% Tang 5PN 7k, ¥ 12 2 BALB/c
/NERBEMLAY K 2 41, Mg 101 SRR AW
SS2-1:AclpL B SS2-1:CAclpL H#k, W&
h 2x10" CFU/IMNR(& H 412 1.0x107 CFU),
FHC 3 FRUNRAE AT RE AL, R s T S A R AR
B THB 35355, 3% 20 h ot IR Bk R 1 7
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AARBUEEM, A0/ NS B kA, PRE
JE A 1 mL BYJCH PBS, MP FastPrep-24 ZH 2t
VEASCHAE I 8 . o T A AF P VRORD IR At 5 10 %
fE AR RS TR T THY ~FAREAEN THY Bt A,
37 °CHiFR 24 h G AT TR eI R AL
(competition index, CI)=[m1 1k 2] i) il 2 ¥k CFU B
HHAMAR CFU/RDCE] SR ARE CFUPY,

2 EXRE54M

2.1 SsCIpL SRk AclpL #1E Mk
CAclpL B9t LR

M A%k k. pSET4sAclpL Hi % gk TH #k
SS2-1 JAZ M) , 28 °CT AU THB 14
BrgeHdh 180 r/min ¥R HEFR, JTURLTE B bR
SS2-1 HEHH IR, A 37 CCEURMUTR £k,
FEAR R DU TR LGS 8] SsClpL JE A ik
Ptk AclpL. H5EFI A clpL M54 inl/in2 il
catl/cat2 #1700k, M54 clpL I FiF[H
VR 5 B9 AN T 1 33514 outl/out2, 4K 1A
7~ , LA outl/cat2 F1 out2/catl 2054738 . PCR
Y [FTREA)S, HAYIEE cpl Brgibirk LR
cat FTHU, BRHRY HAE] 642 bp B H B
clpL, {HEEY 1GH 1 056 bp FHIMEILA cat; 2%
PCR Bl R HRAF g 531551 2 205 bp F12 428 bp
P H P s W 1B iR, R AR
WM THY Pl BAEKBBRE CAclpL H5 14
in1/in2 il spcl/spe2 A 4351147 14 i 642 bp F1 597 bp
M E MR B, UL EAMER LT (B 1B).
2.2 SsClpL XT4HE % K X ASHI 20

FEAARIRE SR A0E T, LARG SR 0] R B AR bt
ODgoo MY\ AT, 221l 145 31| SS2 4% B ik i A K iy
RN 2A Fiw, BRACHE AclpL B30 A K
Fii M8 TR APk SS2-1, (HIC 3% 225 . ¥ 4
K IR SS2 & AR T 22 e e,y
LRI 5 EA KR $S2-1 FIH KMk CAclpL A I,

sk Rtk AclpL 5y B K 4% (& 2B).
2.3 SsCIlpL &5 SS2 WUR i =2
SS2 eIk Y iof A S 2 fih 3] 45 Pl N B IH 2R
WIEERAR . WEFS . pH 2k, BEET
1 5ok BB AN N ) AR R ) A
FEHRPEAN T clpl JE P2k X SS2 78 45 Ff i 4 4
B AEE R, 25 R R AR AclpL 765
(42 °C). H,0, (30 mmol/L)FIFREF M (pH 5.5)
H PTG BE I E AR BR SS2-1 BEFRAL, X145
Tl BRI 17 5 R39St B in s BRI CAclpL
(1715 B8 A BT A (B 3) o o kit 37 X 6 45 2R
FHH SsCIpL WY A7 7 AT 1G5 SS2 76 1 3 8 5% Hh 1)
fE15 BB
2.4 SsClpL £5 SS2 T MR HI7F5E
YL FE RSS2 HE A ML TR A7 4 A
gl & e i f P R RUFRAEN T
SsCIpL 2K 1ij Ji 40 T8 7648 42 I i) 7716 fig
PUE R (0 h)IR A9 Y SS2 HECH 100%, 15 &
2 h BT RS Z M, 25 R RS EARR
SS2-1 (fF 1 2K 52.4%) M Lb, BlIHE AclpL (f£1G
R 19.8%)TEA M IAFATE R 25 TR, B AME
CAclpL (f£15 3% 34.0%)A iF [n T+ 4).
2.5 SsClpL £5 SS2 /R B EH
K BALB/c /MU s TR pEA, SS2 45
FRRRECETE, kR SS2-1 B4 /NRAE SS2 1t
B/ S BTI RRE AR, Qg€ . BRE . BY
TTFIREHESSE, 55— RAIFET- 4 HU/NR, 3d NFET:
/R 8 HFET=F N 80%); AclpL JEUAH A b i
INRA IR RRER, REHUVMNRIERESE,
WEHANSET 30%; 1Mii CAclpL 41/NREE A B |
TE, BET=RN 60%; X IRLH/INRASRAETE(E SA).
/N B TN 5 A B 0 2R B AclpL/SS2-1
SR TR R PR AcipL UIERY CLAE R 0.113 . A%
14150 0.068, MK 0.102; 1 CAclpL/SS2-1
JEYL 2 B Mg CAclpL B iR 44 CI {4y
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A
OrfC Spc*
\ up cat dn /

R inl” in2
Sph 1 EcoR 1
L 4.1 kb ]
out]l —» —> «— <“— out2 AcipL
Sph 1 catl cat2 EcoR 1
L 31kb
B inl/in2 catl/cat2 spcl/spc2 catl/out2 outl/cat2

bp MI 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 M2 10 11 12 13 14 15 M3 bp

1 clpL EEREKEEMEE  A: clpL BEFEHEEMEREZR . B: 414 PCR & clpL £ K 6t
Jetk AclpL 5 H #M& CAclpL. M1, M2: DL2000 DNA Marker; 1, 4. 7. 10, 13: SS2-1; 2. 5. 8,
11, 14: AclpL; 3. 6. 9. 12, 15: CAclpL; M3: DL5000 DNA Marker.

Figure 1 Construction and confirmation of clpL knockout mutant strain. A: Strategy for deletion
mutagenesis of the clpL mutant in Streptococcus suis virulent strain SS2-1. B: Multiplex PCR analysis of the
mutant strain AclpL and the complemented strain CAclpL. M1, M2: DL2000 DNA Marker; 1, 4, 7, 10, 13:
SS2-1; 2, 5, 8, 11, 14: AclpL; 3, 6, 9, 12, 15: CAclpL; M3: DL5000 DNA Marker.

A4 0.460., 0.362 1 0.397 (& 5B); Ui AclpL  HI &5 | 3 s 2 25 U O SR 2L,
TEVRN B EFERE /T AR T SS2-1, 1 CAclpL AR XYL B KM EIRNIREE, MEE g
B EFEBE 1B a4, $2R SsClpL Al 38 SS2 b 2R S0 F 25, HhaiEBEN

X 7N BRI B0 BE 7T o ARG E HEMERR, S HBEAXT A
ﬂ' 4} T RO AF I U HE D IO BE A7 E o F BT
3 Wy ClpL J& HSP100/Clp ATP il 5% W 26 171 i b2 12,

PR AR R, AR A AR e B R Ry eSOk, PR BIYE T P A B Tl 130 b

Tel: 010-64807511; E-mail: tongbao@im.ac.cn; http://journals.im.ac.cn/wswxtbcn



BRFT 5 | BARTCEE 100 KKk ClpL X 4% HEER i 2 B W ORS00 1 10 5 675

A B
200 o5 g82-1
= AclpL
1.5 =
S 10

0.5

0.0 = & | 1 | 1 1 1 1 I §S52-1
01 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 910
Time (h)
[l 2 SsClpL X $S2 £ K R FEASRIE T

B SS2 K HMAIER

1000%  Aélpk 1 000x CAcipL 1:000%

A: SS2-1. AclpL #1 CAclpL 4K ihdk, B #i>=ys

Figure 2 The effects of SsClpL deficiencies on the growth and morphology of SS2. A: Growth curves of
SS2-1, AclpL and CAclpL. B: Light microscope morphology of SS2 strains using Gram staining.

%0 - . 8821
* &8 AclpL
60k i = CAcipL
X $kk
< *
S40t
5
Y20+ % T
0 o
42 °C H,0, pHS5.5

Stress conditions

3 SsClpL Xf SS2 i& F7 & fh BB 5 A §2 1
Figure 3 Contribution of SsClpL to the adaption of SS2
to various stress conditions. *: P<0.05; ***: P<0.001.

80
ES

I T
S
S 40}
>
£ HE
3
)

20+ T

gupeed
0 1 .} 1
SS2-1 AcilpL CAclpL

4 SsCIpL X} SS2 73 % M h 7#7E B §2 1
Figure 4 Contribution of SsClpL to survival of
SS2 in pig whole blood. *: P<0.05.
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Figure 5 Contribution of SsClpL to the virulence
of SS2 in BALB/c mice infection model. A:
Survival curves for BALB/c mice in SS2 challenge

assays. B: Competitive infection assay to evaluate
the colonization of clpL of BALB/¢c mice in vivo.
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