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Research progress in microbial gene editing based on retrons

LIU Tingting, LIU Jiaqi, LIU Yang, BIAN Xiaoying"

State Key Laboratory of Microbial Technology, Shandong University, Qingdao 266237, Shandong, China

Abstract: A retron, a bacterial genetic element mainly composed of a non-coding RNA and a
reverse transcriptase, is involved in the anti-phage defense system. Since retrons can produce
multi-copy single-stranded DNAs, combining retrons with proteins of homologous
recombination or CRISPR/Cas has achieved efficient and accurate gene editing in bacteria and
yeast, without relying on the direct introduction of exogenous DNAs. The optimized retron
system can be applied in multiple fields such as mutant library construction, molecular recorder,
and continuous evolution of proteins. This review introduces the structures and molecular
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mechanisms of retrons, summarizes the application of retron-based gene editing in bacteria and
fungi, and analyzes the advantages and limitations of this technology. Finally, the future
development of gene editing based on retrons is prospected.

Keywords: retron; retroelements; microbial gene editing; recombineering; CRISPR/Cas

SN B H R TE S T Re 58  AE B I .
PRIRIAYT S 7 T AT W RN 7 5. BE T[]
5 5 2H (homologous recombination, HR)J
G P RO GE i bR DNA P36 5 H AR DNA
A i %) () 9058 27 e A A8 48k T 20 58 LAY S ] 2l
w2 kR T KB # 1 (Escherichia coli) Rac
JEUWE TR R 1 3 FIX RecE/Rec TRV A W 1A Y
X Redo/RedBM HE NS = 550 b 4 S A4 Py S8
) 5 EE 4 A A A, 3 T D R 4 AR R A IR AR
5 Red/ET E 4 T.#(Red/ET recombineering)!,
Red/ET (LI FE T IHAEELR DNA (LR %
40-50 bp MY[EIEE gaE LB R JE A, (Hix
7 AR B A7 D B ORI Y 0], 5L T A% IR il
YIH] DNA M N g B AR IS N UIEGT  4F
8 BREF® (zinc finger nuclease, ZFN), Z8%5 5%
TS PR 15000 W) 2% BR il (transcription activator-like
effectors nucleases, TALEN)PVHIRE i 7% 1) 6]
b J 9] SCHR A2 7 8 /A 5 26 D [clustered  regularly

interspaced short palindromic repeats (CRISPR)/
CRISPR-associated protein (Cas)]$Z ARUY, 4]

RE B 47 S Pk o U 5 D)1 5 19 DNA P31, 7™
4 DNA BU5EWT 24 (double-strand break, DSB),

1652 DSB 115 23 i Ay = ] 5K i 32 422 5[] Y58
5 1914 & (homology-directed repair, HDR),

HDR "] LUfif Bl DNA 5k 52 3 /] 2 B ) 6 A
gl MHECF HAL 3 FPILFE g EIAR, A
RNA 5|5 0% R B 7 Fe 2 7 B U1 H] DNA 1Y
CRISPR/Cas ${ R AJ LATE PAM J7 1] i) FR 7 il
AT b B R ) H AR, R R T2
3k R g R 2 —U2, X Cas &R I RS

FIN T EGESE#E T 3T CRISPR 4l T H 1R
WK, HomB ARG R EZFL. SiESCE R
Fiew, WA T EmT 2z e e |
CRISPR/Cas £ ARTEJEA T HE PR A5 2 4 i) L7
FEAE AN AT ZAL0 R BRYE | Eban S5 DNA BiAR 1)
JiL PN 32 3 R AR T SE . [A]A IR A3 2% 5 =X
SEANARFZEVERY, BT LUEEHA DNA 78 48 it o (9 vk
JE 2 Bl E 0 M 14 AN B A bR AR, ORIk
() AR AR AR TG, 3 23 KRR o 7 2 7% J2 i
i 16 T 1 AR AN ST Bl U Ak, xR A
YRR & , K ANE DNA 33 3% A M P 7778 PR B%;
ZUGHREINE DNA 23X 4 A 7= e AN Al i 5 i
h . METIRIb B RAAR X, RN H#EE
77 DNA R RE S5 7 (i AL A5 A TR 14 [m] 1) 42
AR AR

J52 e 5 ¥~ (vetron) M by — Tl IR 40 i 5 5 5
T, RERETE 20 L N 7 A BB DNA G BE T retron
RG] g retron T LAVE A [R] 5 2 2 2 4
H DNA RS I, I i 7e i N 7 827 A=
P DA DNA, seliRF8 5241 i Xt 4 DNA
AL ROCRIRIMERT . Retron REH N T HEE
2H 1 R KR RedB MHZS &, $2FF T RIGHFF
PR R G %, eSS IR Sk AL AN 2400
MR, LA, retron R4E5 CRISPR 45 & HLhE
% 7 T RN A 4 v 5 R v 0O A 1 35 1K)
o ASCUA retron LS HFN S HLHI R Heml, A
T HET retron BYHE P SR B ARTE K HT 1
PR RESE AR P A N T XHZ R BRI R
il R R A7 84, feJ5 WXL F retron & B8
R R R S B R 1) Rk S a3l AT T e
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1 Retron @R

Retron /& —BtdE4ii% RNA (non-coding
RNA, ncRNA)FIl—/~¥i 5% 5 fiff(reverse transcriptase,
RT)Fr 2 iyt tZ oot , il LA™ A4k RNA/DNA
¥, Bl multicopy single-stranded DNA (msDNA),
FrpEgE RNA (msh)FIELEE DNA (msd)id i #%
R —FR AL i 3718 1984 AR SE N B IR
1E ¥ {0, 25 BR 1 (Myxococcus xanthus) H & 31k &
msDNA"2%, 1989 £EHF5¥ A D3 7E 2 €46 BR 1 Al
K W #F B (Escherichia coli)t & L T RT H
msDNA JEMS RT A2 i TAE
msDNA & RS REAER T —Fhiife seontiy
JRIRIE R, I X R R G A 444 retron 2
1.1 Retron HYZ5#4

Retron i Zmfis—Bt ncRNA Fll—/~ RT, K
N =32 —CAWE R retron AL 5 —
b6 e FF R e S HE , FLgm i i R 1 PR RN, o
— S Ry R R S A B T SR 10,
RT A LU ncRNA 14" 4 msDNA.
ncRNA 79 A FEAR A 28 A R, (H 9046
P BEARARL o HEXAS g5 M msr XL
1-3 MRUE R K IeEEM , AR IAIFEL) 7-10 1
IR FE(bp) K ZEFNZ) 3-10 MR (nt) A,
msd X35 H A & — 25K 2 10-50 bp 14 Je 45
¥, msr (1 SRS msd (1 355294 8-30 bp
HEAMECRT X, 25l 240 al B a2 B,
RT 7& msd e 4R 100 5% 5%, 24 11T msr XA
72 ARG ) msDNA 43F; msDNA AR i) FL
DNA (single-stranded DNA, ssDNA)5 #4# RNA
(single-stranded RNA, ssRNA)E T msd 555
TR FL A 5 msr PR5F ) AGC P4 W 519 547
B 2'-5" TR RS AE I P08 (& 1) o AE i i i
Fe, RNase H1 MM ARIARAY RNA #84>,

B F 5 DNAPY, 5 R W] 3 3 st i 4 0 L2
i RNase H1 FFFERIHR RNA 4 S0,
1.2 Retron HJIf&E

R retron MY ZE A TE 2411 & 415 20
ALy RE— B RBEHIE . Pilousova SFCORF5Y 3
WY A m B i kB R VT IR
(Salmonella typhimurium)/E& 4 /N BB, AHE T8¢
A R TR PR R ) /N B, S 3 2 /) B B e
[BINFETS, FB retron A]RE-S 40 B BOW A
Elfenbein 45 P& Bl 6 = fy 300 5% 55 W 7~ 26 1Y
msDNA (1) BRA5FEVD 1] IR B 28 A8 44 3 B 1 18 2
B RE , Tk = 30 7 ik e R A T s B T
LN B i T 2 B R PR R TR R, i 0 3o e S
fiti £ msDNA g8 oL 415 8 1 F e
TE R 5 A ) T B R R I

VLAESR Z W 5E 2 B retron HA $T W R A
IhEE!N732-331 ) Millman 2817V B retron P pE {4
ML B 46 2 8 2 W RecBCD & &9 194EIE
WG 3N RecBCD £ 142 4 T PN 51 [m] 5 i 21
4. RecA HARGHHUERD, E—TH
RecB . RecC Fl RecD 41 (14 & {AP*  RecBCD
BEYHA LRI BGETE T, P s 5 A e 1
dsDNAPY, 75 DNA 852 R0 1 1A 7 ke
B AERBS R T B IRk MW 1A DNA 8%
5 £ RecBCD F#fif, Wk IR ARG & gmSht
RecBCD % (WM A A-vir £ Gam) 5
RecBCD 454 I M il HoiG M5 Retron iR 3
RecBCD SEREPERLMEIN, B2 ha shin ey
e Ea AR R st T, BRIk AN, B
) Z g8 ] USG5 B0 3 40 B % Ho A rp
OB, AR I B AR U G HE IR
retron J2 [ FAJE PR 7Vl 5 6 o X AL AR SR 240 i
R R R, H B R Z B R
PEUE .
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Retron
msr msd RT
ncRNA

) l
, a2 msd
% T, — )
al

Desired sequence

L

Upstream sequence (US)

Lagging strand 3 5!

1 Retron £54F1 msDNA ;REE  Retron T EALFH W SREFRT)FIAES 5 RNA (ncRNA) P>
(ncRNA Hf msr F1 msd #45%), RT. msr. msd i [f]—F 8 F I sh 5% 5%, retron & % st ll— > B2
ZERALR) —REERE , RT IR 57 4 msDNA. 5% 54 05T msd T, 2L T msr IXE(HT. ssDNA
TESBER JCE RO T LR 40 N R TR B A i O] G

Figure 1 Schematic diagram of the retron structure and msDNA. Retron mainly consists of reverse
transcriptase (RT) and non-coding RNA (ncRNA) (ncRNA is composed of msr and msd). RT, msr and msd
are initiated by the same promoter to transcribe and form a highly structured secondary structure at first, and
RT initiates reverse transcription to produce msDNA. Reverse transcription begins downstream of msd and

ends in front of msr region. ssDNA performs precise gene editing inside the cell with the assistance of the
single strand annealing protein (SSAP).
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2 X T Retron WEFERFERSR

WFE 2 W RT M msr 200K J5 F [l — 4~
retron A RETEIARN KIS, EXT msd (1% [F] P67k 2
SKIEAE, msd HHER 3 AT DA 4 A A
5, PR Ld st %8 retron H %) msd ¥
HNTEAR N FREE 7 A AR 2R ) ssDNAP
X R W5 IS N G R 2R L T Ak A
AV 1o AR, B retron HEA THRREN
o, CRISPR/Cas i FHIK (& 2), MHfE K
FF DA FR B v S 1 v R0 i L] 041
2.1 Retron 5EHTIERGHKANEREHIE
R4

gk R K FE [ (single-strand annealing
protein, SSAP)TE—SLfi AWy rh B sk ny S 4

Gene editing system combined  Redp
with retronand recombineering

Donor

1
1
! RT
1

I

I

I

1 3!

1 ‘ .
L s
. . 3’
Prime editing 5

nCas9

sgRNA

RT
Gene editing system combined

. Cas9
with retron and CRISPR/Cas

Cas9 cleavage

ssDNA

fiE 11 .SSAP P L) 55 ssDNA 5 dsDNA JE¥I 45 4,
I 38 Ao ) % B b B DX IR KR AR i [R] DA
DNA J751 Z [a] iy 4% 3 461401, BT retron W] LAZE
RINFREL ™ A AR D F IR0 ssDNA BYRE AL,
4 SSAP 5 retron FH45 5 AT LA E AL AR
2.1.1 Retron 5 Redp BEAINE R RBEHA
RedpB K& B KGR A WEF A Red #2901,
i1 bet 4ifi% . Redp & ssDNA B KE, GEE S
HIRSMIINE Redo J7 42 1Y ssDNA 4558 li—1>
ssDNA-RedB & A4, FRI1 552 HK 1) ssDNA 7
ZH5E DNA BRRE BT, IF B T LMEIL A
G5 413 KB i dsDNA, 5S¢ a4 ™), 1 2
i) Redp o WM REAS (2 i AR Y ssDNA #17
AR A, G Redp 45 retron 2E5R5K,
FAUBCREE AN AE FH retron I 2 TH04,

—_—

3 5
5 3
RT
30
3 5 5 3
S g 5
nCas9
HA1 HA2
ssDNA
L |

2 ET Retron WERARBRGERER P90 retron SEA TRIEEHMERGEHARSE, T

B4 M retron 5 CRISPR/Cas BRI N e R 5

Figure 2 Schematic of retron-based gene editing system. The upper part of the diagram is a gene editing
system that combines retron with recombineering, and the lower part is a gene editing system that combines

retron with CRISPR/Cas.
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2014 4, Farzadfard 2549 FH R FF R BL21
KUY retron B T — AR G- 5 % msd
RSN 74 bp BYERAR S, Horpfg
i H AR08 L (B A3 22 i 2¢ 1E 350 ) i B e )7
G LA K L b i [R)IE 80 A0 Ui R 5 o A
TE[R]l— Bk A retron (fh lac J3 sl T4 #1 bet
(FH tet J& sl ) 7E KT v 240 B Ho [R) isp 3R
T G retron % 5 JE MU neRNA Hi RT J5 8i0i 5%
SR, TEAH M A 7 AR AR R AR Y ssDNA ; Redp
HH 5 ssDNA 455, FHfedt b il [ F 511
iRk, fif ssDNA #8525 HH Hinfr i b 7E
KIGFFE AL rh,  [RIahs in S oh a4k ZL b
T (lac J7 7 Y-S50 MK U IR R (tet J5 3)
FHIESHNDIES retron Fl RedB Fih W) gn L
RTINS S H R diBacE s 10° 45,
b Hi% R retron M4RARRCE R 10° A5 5 Fix
—ZE R i T# T SCRIBE(kanR)ON £, 7E
FEE 3 F B (BLAnE) 5 S T, retron J7 4k
ssDNA FFE 2l BB A HARDL A, 81 X
KM AT TR A 7 35 DR A 1 s A o A2 2 R 5
FHOMKBI0C, X2 retron 785 H 4
AR RO Lim U R AT EcHB3 Hf
H retron RGEREFERAL F—AFE A Y HR A L
KA, 25 /R TE RedB AAFE R IE O T AR
FEAAE FH retron A5 &, W] T Redp A
F|FHE 5 retron AU FECR .

% 5 F 3C % FE 41 T2 (retron  library
recombineering, RLR)M**3 2 —FpELTF retron A
ZAL BN i R G, 5 ECR SR 1) DNA B
#5 3| retron AL retron JFURLZE I T H A,
Wi S 77 A () DNA 7E SSAP F 5 B R4 511 5%
Rl b, HAeERARKEME RN LYY
CRISPR RZAHWESE . RLR A LA [R] A 76 2 R 41
FalIAZARA, HP retron | HY T8 ] DIAE
RFIE AT E, Lt RN P B AR A B

HEAT e 30 W PR SRAEIX 65848 5 RLR SE8L T
PUAE R 2 2L ol i e, SR Eca A
B[R] sy A AT By T A B4 2k I Y L
WL A % A=A 15 5 5 CRISPR At
PAM J741J#E [a] H ARz 4k DSB #8515 =X
FHEE RLR #2517 51 5 5 AR i 14 e i =,
ARy a7 B 52 355 1) ik D] 2 G e T LR R 3 R 7
I EA) R e PR

2.1.2 Retron 5 CspRecT BX IR FE &I A

1999 4= Muyrers %54 % B Lambda I B 1A 1Y
Red #I\ T4t 0 4L Reda/Redp BEWETEIR
P =Ty i/ A N S 3 N B/
Redo/Redp #7 M RIVRE L R4 Red RGEAT LA
15 R 18 2R 2% 0% R A /Y T bk b kA 7
L, HRTE— 2 5 R 18 2K 5 K 2 B0E 1Y
b — O RE R B YR, Rt T AT A
TEHAh Lambda Red F 24 ZGEA e TAER K H
SEPUIE N G, I ARSRVE Z PSSO T sk A
WA AR RedP [H) 54, 2020 4, Wannier 25!
PR T —Fh % 22 & 4 1 m &80 4 5 1 (serial
enrichment for efficient recombineering, SEER),
b AT BT ek EE H SSAP 56 A KA T B i 4%
H, ZJE R P AR R O R X RE A A T i
M) SSAP T Z R EE, RJaEd RENY
X e ) SSAP #EAT 3, lfiTAIA SEER
i 16 H 2R [ AT AT i (Collinsella. stercoris) i
AR CspRecT, HAE KRG A EHRCR B
#| 7 Redp A 2 5.

Schubert SFITESCEG p & A 4 28728 X i
AR AR SR R A, T A 5 % 72 ok 4 i
Az BT 5 T 1Y) 9 728 i S B v S8 R P e A B
WRER|, O T HRE—FhBEAS AR  BE D g SR
) SSAP, fbifiT¥E# T CspRecT 7&K AT H
PEAT SRS, RIEH CspRecT AU Redp 5
retron EFRIKFE 2 DTN I RABRCR A
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WY B8 v ) s S 3 3R D o o3k A% 1R A1 D) Tl
AL sbeB. recd FIGSHECAE & 85 M 9 b 5 A
mutS (45144 F, CspRecT 5 retron ikt
BUH L RedB 5 retron FL3 7K B & 1) AR Ak R 1)
ZA~ msd A FES S retron 5 CspRecT
WA AT DL SE 3R W FF e A ek 5 A4
ST () B A A g e DL S AR LR 3 A6 Y
W, VBT retron 18I K 448 v N
e,
2.2 Retron 5 CRISPR/Cas £ %t 8x A HIE[H
WERG

CRISPR/Cas ZGi: Ay fa] HAT R4 ] 25 A2 5k
DR 44 T H., A R M AE Bl 1 A 5 45 358 Ay i it 0
I ARSE, & R A= PR 1) i R [ B [
TRIT N B TSR . AR, K retron
s # MK S CRISPR/Cas BAH, dE—#52
IR EEJOIA oAE 168 174)  DR] A g i (] 2)U1 24450
2.2.1 Retron 5 CRISPR/Cas Bt R EE 4iE
ES N

¥ retron 5 CRISPR/Cas B4 W i T AL R 4H
G, ANLRERLE B sgRNA K Cas9 [ 245
E B HE VA s e AT DI, b vl LRI retron
RGAEARNFFE 7 LK DNA 45, B &
A& 4 UL SR IR AW L 25, SR RI0CR
o pE =z 3G

2018 4, Sharon 2% T—FhEET retron
1 CRISPR/Cas9 ) =ittt 5E DX 2H 4 5 75 123 cas9

retron preclSe parallel editing via homology
(CRISPEY), FfbEERKTR(Sreptococcus pyogenes)

Cas9 (SpCas9)Fll Ec86 i¥i%% i (Ec86-RT)H& A&
FFEH 4 H, retron-Ecol(Ec86)msr-msd it 3'K
ui 5 gRNA A%, DMIEHE DL ok iy B 23Rk,

rsd H ] ] S 4 7S 0 R S 1 3 A 2 50 bp
[F) D5 4 H AR P 41 5 A AT] S A TR G 1 B
(Saccharomyces cerevisiae) ' 3 % 15 sgRNA-

retron-ncRNA | retron-Ecol(Ec86)-RT 1 Cas9,
i sgRNA 5|5 Cas9 TESEAR s AT V)], retron
Wik SRIE N ssDNA T8 H AR T = 240 [l 5 2
;48 h G AERCRIRE] T 100% HAMK) 95 4
HyrRE AR BARRAS, 4 A 765 bp M
DNA J7 41| (RCR IR F] 87% %,

2020 4, Lim ¥ e K a1 EcHB3 [#47i7
it TTRNA B4 TTRNAP)FI Cas9 15k |
B3 retron KA TR —DoEE, DMEE 3L
WA galK gahd)H i) —ANTJo L oeAs, 4l
15 RFBEAE RS S4B R IB B T 5.7%; i Dot
XERGHTZ I EMA, Lt SCRUE B N A
95 bp (%) ssDNA . 5 Redp T4 Mgt 335 U K fiff
FARAIAEBCAR) sgRNA FIDEAL LA v] LAAT R 4R
e IO T X E LR CRISPR/retron
FRYE ) FH B L A BT 9848 Tk, @R
PG AR AR ] KA R LR 2 iy 3 222 N0
DR (A PR R — 1> sgRNA)YH 5| AL | 351 T
SEP LR AR, TSR R 2 R K A AR
KRB, RAEER 125K
FFRAE K LA ygbT,

H #1 retron 5 CRISPR Bk HFE R g4 AR
B T N FHAE R A RE LIS, ZEMFLsh
N2 Pt SEBL T i s SR R 0440 R
K3 131 %F retron 5 CRISPR/Cas B¢l 2 S8 474
b, W AR R G R TR AT R A R S 1]
222 %S4wiE

HiAR CRISPR Ak [H g B H AR 1Y ) i 1 A 22

I B A5 S A A7 A S e PR e o 1 ) e
Iz B ARBY ) {H CRISPR %l R G MR Z %)
Z AR Z R, QOB W7 2 A I DU 1 4
PR ), DA R AN a0 B A A ) 5 AR 3 % 4% o

WEFE N DL 0 5 s g 5 B B BE U) BT MY
Cas9 VI (cas9 nickases, nCas9s)fili 5 & H
Se S48 (prime editing, PE), 7] DAZEAS ;=4 X5k
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DT A 1 0TS A T 200 PN PR e s DR i 223

ST R TS RNA (prime
editing guide RNA, pegRNA)FIE T g 45 & R
FIPER /20, pegRNA fl4F (75 RNA 48,
6 & BR[| b 41 5 B s DNA B AN
SIEs G AL s SRS . S g Rl
i1 Cas9 2875 {K nCas9 Fl T R 54 sk il fir2h i B4
TEARREN, e dmii IS pegRNA 454, 78
pegRNA f[E]f& #4185~ , 5 HAr DNA it
X IEUIEI ) — 2% DNA HERiL—1 3' DNA K
iy, WL SRS S MR S WA G I A Bh
pegRNA H1 i fh SRR (1)1 5% 5k, e ZOf A%
AR SR A A

PE AJ LUK Hf 52 B Z RS B S B, A5
12 RS HY B BRI i . 22 BB R 4 R/ B
PR3 A BN 55 o 36 2 2 58 G T G i A SO0 B T
At pegRNA Fith i PE AR IASE Ty 2, S T 4w
HARG I — 250k, fEBARIRIT . B R
HYZHREVEGIE . PRid NIEEER . 73 FidskE2
J5 R AR,
2.3 Retron fRERG AL

Retron 1f AL 2 7E ML N B 4% 4= ssDNA
HEATE A g, B retron TEAR N Y ssDNA 7
i NN ssDNA TE 15 3 4 i o i e e PR X2 5
retron i R AR ARHE B . LA AL retron 4
WA I RBUF HAERY, 43503 m
MLy ssDNA 7= 5 Flk /b ssDNA - [ figk B
ssDNA BEMSFREAFAE o
231 BEEENKK

I FEHEMN retron AUV FIFLIE ™ 25 B9 ssDNA
55 5 i AL i I 4 BCRT S AE R R IR Y 51 0R
K, BAFHAHBEE DNA H1, ffiF DNA 1)
T4 AR AR R i . TR
HEM RS BCA ) S AL B A A% TR A1 DI P R ]
RGBS R S5 R e B T MU ssDNA RYERE

FEAEFEIE IR Y retron-DNA BECE, #Eme e
HH BRI 2018 4 Simon 2PN} retron #
AR T AR AT U0 A AT B2 5 T dm K
R, HRUE SO T7 B PR T
lac A 37, K B RCEH (2.6X1074)£(2.7x107)
PEE E(8.5x10)x(5.3x107); IeAh, it ok
FRA% IR AT BERL N exoX FIEETC 6 53 15 P S fidh ik
mutS, FaiERCE A HIHE R ] 0.004 6+(5.3%107)
F10.018+0.001 6, [A]Hf SR exoX F1 MutS Zw*E AL
AR H 0.066+0.011, 2B A=K 78 1%,
FE T RRAGE R BFFE T, MAT4E 31 bp 1Y
DNA i HHSEL T 13 AN g0, 2021 4F
Schubert B HEAIFE R IAFT B 22 retron
PEAT T A G, EURS I 3 1 4 RIOR AU B
0.1%, ik mutSJs, XF3EK4H | gyrA Fil rpoB
(2 B RCR A AR T T 150 f5 40 2 7%, R
B 2 BRI SE Y recd FI sbeB i, T4 AL
FRAYHERE T 131 450 201 %, Liu 559
1E R I e H N A lac i 8 3K 3l 39 retron AR K
N EINS R TN VAN OTE L A = B B i 8 )
AR 3 FZ IR /U 3L R xseA recd il xonA,
AR T 4R 1 g As 3 ) mutS # T — 2471
RASTEAME, g4 R I MR xseA B mutS
Jo iR RCRTC I AR, T A RIS recd M
XonA 5 4B AR BENN, [FIEER recd F
XONA J&5 BRI T IR RGEAE R 130 1. XSRS
GPRRW], TEARFSEEFAMT, 6 ERTh e
M retron ZARCRAHZARAME, kXt
AR AT R T 27, ik 7%
B — 2 K R AN B
2.3.2 Retron AR

X} retron (K R PEATAAL, WERAE al/a2 H AR
BEA BT LA 55 ssDNA 75 P8 X585 5% neRNA
PEAFEMI1E3)H) multitrons 2K 7E 655 5% 5 W]
DLSE B BRAN G SEA R ) 7= A 2 AR [R) 2248 DL At
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A ssDNA, 5 B4R K 13 CRISPR BRI AT 43
S D5 A A4 L R A A L S22 67 i G
2022 4 Lopez PS8 T 3 AN A8 K 4y Sl K
55 msd 25K | msd ZE T PR A9 4 B2 T al/a2
HAME AKX ssDNA P2 I, 523645 51
M msd 1R HEZE KN 12-30 bp, msd Tk IR
R E D F 14 bp, &4 4EK al/a2 H AR
BERY K A B THE A0 ssDNA [P i o 2 F x4
R, MATTE KA BL21 R At B
retron RGN rpoB H Y — N Z AT R T R
RPN PN 7= AR T 8 £ 1Y) ssDNA I HL 4 5 500%
PN B EETE, AATTHED = 77 Y ssDNA A%
TN DNA SUITE ™ A= 0 52 i {15 4 48 0
FATRNPE R BRI ANEEEEE N FH L LAk R
Gt SCIL T KGR IR e, X — SRR A R
BT ssDNA B0 2 51 20 A B i 81 38 2 — P8
HoAth LI g h R TR al/a2 B AMER B
) 7 R B v g A R P00 RN al/a2
B AR B R A I P IR B ssDNA AR
B ARG N, (BN R EELME retron R4
TE N2 B b g i 4 T R B . 7RI IS g
W BT — T DU AN R A L
BN retron FEH T S HES 72, B ncRNA
BCE T mRNA MY 5% A1 RT R IR S 12
6], AT LAREAIR al/a2 4544 B0t RT %% i
AT

2024 4£ Gonzalez-Delgado %5 & I 7E B4k 1B
K HH CspRecT BT, 7E retron i) msd H
W 2 AT I R A, TSR A R
o rpoB I gyr A PN s AR B g 44T, X
A DA[] s 33 2 sy 7 FE AN AR 1A DNA 815 24
LIS AT IR retron Z5 M AT 44 "~ multitrons;
AN multitrons 2244 7 2SS TE A msd
W BRI Z A 70 bp ft1A DNA #7510, HpoA
() A4 X 10 A7 et ) 4 4B 503 5 IR TE msd HR Y

A7 B AG 2 , BRI A multitrons 4544 AT LLSE
WAL R I B B ARIE 5, 23H
Tor P A AT DL - a k. S s IR0 B
AN Xof 5 PR 2 22 i S 4 RO S ), At AT DA T 32
I 7 24> mer-msd HREXAY retron [41), Hrh&A
msd A% B 1] AN [R5 A5 0 A4 3 H A Ak {4
5 RT Jashfi SRR AE R, ABALS ) multitrons
IR RCR 5 A retron iBAICRAY . Hid K
FEREE msr-msd X JTORE A9 A 2 2H 28 DL R AE R N
B FEIRERIE N T PR . DRl TR e 3 A
PAL I BT T 55 = Fh multitrons 544, fif msr
VE R — A B B 3 s AR 3R R, K i A (]
HEARAY msd FREX, 15 5K P 40803 74 A5
o X mese AT LU ERER 91 H 94T 5 msd AH
HAER, AU T AR 057 B A5 T R ER G
JER R, HgmiReR A TR 49X 5 M
HEAT [ Bof o e B, AL RN P Ak
5%—25%, UFEPH multitrons 24722 5 5L K 2H 4
wmema ) THRHM ) TR msr 1
msd-multitrons % & =\ retron F# #5370 Ik
TR BABRSCRAT (a8, SR msd HE{A
PRE ) [ — 7 55, BRI A0S IO A s kR
KRR LT X multitrons 22407 5w BE 1KY
PEAR , A 7# F multitrons %4158 041 % S
WAEFHY 5 A A RBS X1 780 DAk AS:
PR MR R, RAAH T M
dxs 1 idi 9 RBS AR S-Sk, b B3R ihi£L
EIEEIRE T 400%Lh B BR T multitrons
5 CspRecT 456 76 542 40 i b 52 B0 240 5
B, I8 F multitrons 5 CRISPR AH%E & M A
FIEZAM T, B AES] msd-gRNA
multitrons 5 JEUAZ AN AZEAL, msr 10 B
5 A RN, GRS HEIAR ) msd 5 AH N 1Y gRNA
G, B AN[E LS ) msd-gRNA HREE, 7ER%
BRI ARSI T 2, 3 F 5 ASAHHARAL Y

Tel: 010-64807511; E-mail: tongbao@im.ac.cn; http://journals.im.ac.cn/wswxtbcn



X|EE F | BT RERTFOMEVERRERAARAR 4863

[ B 4 5, 76 NN 41 e HEK293T HRsZ 8l 1
3 A ASFHAIAE £ 174 [7] B G A 2 A 1441

3 AT Retron WAFEHEIT A
N
M FEFE W EA RS, retron fix KAIHE
f?#tﬁi DNA ZTEMHN ™R, TLHINES:
REfZ 0 DNA S ARCRAGH kg, H
HUE‘E?IHEI\ A EL S N ) . BR

SR FLELAA RGP EL 1 3 A0 A 1 A
AR SO G AT I & L0 T AR
FIRE I8 R, R DG SR A 5 R T
retron R GEHF & HUBT A R 4 TR HOR
retron i F T~ 5B 2 8 (& 3).

W, — T A R A e LA Bk
R G4 R I KT retron HEATLAL, FEE T —Fb
AR L Z DN RE Y retron A Y DX 4 g A R

4 (retron-mediated genome editing system,

REGES)P™, b5 M A = T 3 (i o A
KLIRIE) | retron RGELIHLALCE R T B3l T.

BEZ A, retron 45 5122 | A AR E A0 7
EIRFIZALAL . CERMAYE EN 525Kk

msd5

msr

Cas9 msd4
gRNA msd gRNA msd3
msr msr msd2
msdl

I

rgRNA R &
i x— *
as Replication fork e msd msr
N —h— TP
- Arrayed Msd multitrons £/ ’ RT
P
Lagging strand —

CRISPR/retron system Nested THlEirens

——
* \ Replication fork
a- —h— gt o
* _*-.__ Sl . Lagging strand
£

CRISPEY

RT r::-:.: =i} — e e
e O
@ * -.- '
Retro-Cascorder Pool of retron cassettes Retron library
cas2 recombineering (RLR)
casl {}
s L = Ny J ......
s NNNNNNNNNNN - - .
RT —

3 ET Retron FAHMERMBETIERNA  Retron 55 CRISPR 454147 H Y CRISPY ,CRISPR/retron
2%, BEHIA retron REMIRE retron REE, W T4 FIC LU retro-Cascorder ., Z8748 PR #4 L
N i i R G

Figure 3  Application diagram of gene editing based on retron. CRISPY constructed by retron and CRISPR,

CRISPR/retron system, array retron system and nested retron system, retro-Cascorder for molecular recorder,
construction of mutation library and recombination screening system.
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RBS. Hb4)F ik 5 QRE . B0 didE
RN 3 AN R R REGES 4 50R 1
%, #I AL IS B REGES 2248523 T %) 140 bp
DNA J Byl AT, RERE LL(27+5)% 5K
BR300 bp 9 F B, PLR LIARAR A R0R 52
BT X 5 000 bp KR BB AT £
TN gm0, REGES [RINt 4w 2. 3 F
4 LIRS IR RN T 85% . 69%F1 25%7,
i1k REGES & 37 41 A 2 RBS SCEAL
Bri it N B I DR A AZ B 1A 45 A8 55 (ribosome
binding site, RBS), LAFRIGA [F]F kK1Y
PR, AT R T SR R R A AR Y R R A
Pk [AE REGES il ] 2 4% RNA 45
(PmCDA1-epT7RNAP)UK &) retron £k, 7EF;
SRR GIABENLR A, ERN AR
DNA AR SCE, DT SR N 2 1 i % 2k i
b TR S AT 2 d A R ) gl A A
HIEMAE T —NEH 5 DS RN
FAMLLR A WK, K REGES 2k 40
JL T B R A S LA R A AR 2 R ) R AT
IE[W]O

Btz 41, Farzadfard 2810356 2014 4R T &
i) SCRIBE(kanR)ON & , il 1o #1l1 il 42 FR 4 b DI g
SRR LI S SR S T — B =2 DNA
5 £ 4 HiSCRIBE (High-efficiency SCRIBE)*!!,
LGB R AR S 5 i R TRk
H Lambda MK SSAP, K eRits T
60%. 2022 4F Bhattarai-Kline P48 T —1
FEF retron/CRISPR (5 FiC kAL R G, 5 Hidw
4N retro-cascorder, 4 H bR R g RS, H
XN A retron 14377 A — N IR R A 2%
JERS ) DNA %1, Casl 1 Cas2 & Hili Kz
534 HAG A F] CRISPR [441rh, R BE A ] it
DRI 19 516 5 8 P T 1. CRISPR X hf i 45 TE 1
Bom s, SN BUK AR RPN (& 1),

4 K2

TR 5 W TR AR TE R W R R R i 2
KPR BT A XS LM R 1%, 4 CRISPR/Cas R 4E
1 Red/ET B 1.7, HETC) 2 H THRHE A
Y o (HAKHS T AMR DNA A AR 40 A A s
B ) S5 A R T AR 22 BE K i T BT, BR
T RWRALRE L — 2 RPN DNA #E ASEHR
YA, SN DNA %Rt 23 [l 5 A% AT e 40 i
N TR RS, DRI SR R AR A B IS T H A
R FEALRICR I R . 40 4ERT & BLIY retron )&
— PP R R R S8, H BB WS AE L PN A 1 R
eI A msDNA AR 36 8 g AL, JEZ5iAK
50 DNA S AU Ak 4 retron 5 Red/ET
YL TR CRISPR/Cas R 4Gkt — 440 R
T BE DR G R R R P, JC R M DL B
5] A4MJE DNA 45 £

XA FE M retron AR R BB, A
DNA 7 Jif P 4 75 5075 51 5 28 45 v 3k 1 {2 it =
I KM BT, retron EARE S0 EE T 7EAN A |
T b F ARG b A R, HEw e
CRISPR/Cas R%ink Red/ET H 21 T A2 FH
BRI ROk T B 5N T AR AL retron
DS BAE A% 20 v B 5 1 %A% i i o Ah
ZAWE5EF W, retron 78 FH B R 240 i 442 9 %
iR Sh Ul AN IO A8 2 2R A5 I RaR 10419333 i
25 LD G R T —E PYMERE ,  [R]HS e R X 4
B PN Il =iy B S e B S NS 87 O K = - P
BB AR, K2R N .

i 5 X6) FEE DR G i K AN BT 157 , 55T retron
1) 55 D] g B e R o B 22 R T AL A o Retro-
Cascorder ., REGES 25 L [H g 45 5 28 retron [
MRNESHAL . ISy . miEE T EE
70 S i B PR 9 718 E AR 1 25 2247 T Retron 7
RN RREE = A DNA R 3 B A B+

Tel: 010-64807511; E-mail: tongbao@im.ac.cn; http://journals.im.ac.cn/wswxtbcn



XEie F | BT RERFHBEVERRERAARTER 4865
&1 ET Retron NERBRETIREHFRSNH

Table 1 Features and application of gene editing tool based on retron

Gene editing tool Composition and feature Type of editing cell Application Reference
Cas9 retron preclSe Coupling retron with CRISPR/Cas9 Prokaryotic cells Efficient [41,45]

parallel editing via
homologY (CRISPEY)
CRISPR/Retron system

Retron library
recombineering (RLR)

Multitrons

Retron-mediated
genome editing system
(REGES)

Synthetic cellular
recorders integrating
biological events
(SCRIBE)
High-efficiency
SCRIBE (HiSCRIBE)

Retro-Cascorder

sgRNA guided+Cas9 cleavage+Retron reverse

transcription

Producing pooled and barcoded variant libraries
addressable by targeted deep sequencing;

(Escherichia coli)
Eukaryotic cells
(Saccharomyces
cerevisiae, mammalian
cells, human cells)
Prokaryotic cells

(E. coli)

Pooled experiments presents avenues for exploring

variation across the genome

Producing multiple donor-encoding DNAs from a

single transcript;

Modifying multiple sites precisely on a single

genome simultaneously using retron arrays;

Prokaryotic cells
(E. coli)
Eukaryotic cells
(S cerevisiae)

Nested multitron achieves large fragment deletion

Optimizing Retron in a modular and systematic

manner;

A mutant library was constructed to fine-tune the
expression level of intracellular genes;

Prokaryotic cells
(E. cali)

Continuous in vivo protein evolution applications

Producing single-stranded DNA (ssDNA) inside of Prokaryotic cells

living cells in response to a range of regulatory

signals

(E. coli)

Optimizing SCRIBE to improve editing efficiency; Prokaryotic cells

Recording transient spatial information into

genomic DNA;

(E. coli)

Continuous optimization of a trait of interest under

the selection pressure

Reverse transcribing engineered RNA barcodes into Prokaryotic cells

DNA and integrating DNA into the genome using

the CRISPR/Cas system

(E. coli)

genome editing

Screening tools [42-43]
of genome
editing

Multi-site [44]
editing and long
fragment

deletion

Multiple [57]
genome editing
and continuous

evolution tools

Molecular [40]
recorder

DNA writing [61]
system

Molecular [59]
recording
system

HAETE D 21 2 55 |
S SR

B Ay~ S A SR U e A
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