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Diversity and distribution characteristics of lactic acid
bacteria isolated from traditional milk curd and Urimo in
Inner Mongolia

YUAN Xiaoxia”, HAN Huiling®, LI Hua, ZHAO Jiaqi, BAO Zhenjiang, LI Qing,
SHI Qianhui, Wurihan, JI Zhaojun"

College of Life Sciences and Food Engineering, Inner Mongolia Minzu University, Tongliao 028000,
Inner Mongolia, China

Abstract: [Background] Traditional milk curd and sour cream butter (Urimo) are the most
popular food in Inner Mongolia, which contains abundant lactic acid bacteria resources to be
developed and utilized urgently. [Objective] The diversity and distribution characteristics of
lactic acid bacteria in traditional homemade milk curd and Urimo samples were analyzed to
provide resources and theoretical basis for breeding and utilization of superior strains. [Methods]
Lactic acid bacteria were isolated and purified by spread plate method. The phylogenetic
relationship, genetic differentiation and community structure of these strains were illustrated
based on the sequences of gene 16S rRNA and the species was identified. [Results] A total of
81 strains of lactic acid bacteria were isolated from the traditional homemade samples, mainly
belonging to 13 species such as Pediococcus acidilactici, Pediococcus pentosaceus, Lactobacillus
brevis, Lactobacillus helveticu, Lactobacillus paracasei, Lactobacillus diolivorans, Lactobacillus
otakiensis, Lactobacillus plantarum, Lactobacillus kefir, Lactococcus lactis, Enterococcus
faecalis, Enterococcus faecium and Enterococcus durans. Among them, Enterococcus faecium
and Lactococcus lactis were the dominant species of milk curd and Urimo, respectively. The
single microbial community structure, low nucleotide polymorphism (), long genetic distance
(Dxy), and low gene flow index (Nm) among these lactic acid bacteria were confirmed here.
[Conclusion] The biodiversity of lactic acid bacteria in milk curd and Urimo was high, and no
correlation was found between species and geographical distribution. There was a strong genetic
stability because of the low frequency of gene recombination and exchange in the evolutionary
history of lactic acid bacteria.
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Lactobacillus otakiensis (5 ¥k). Enterococcus
durans (5 ¥%). Lactobacillus plantarum (6 ££).
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Table 1 Identification of lactic acid bacteria species

No. Strains Species Sites City Longitude Latitude Samples

1 IMUNIJ 0003 L. paracasei Horqin Tongliao 122°1521" 43°37'21" Urimo

2 IMUNIJ 0016 L. brevis Alukeerqinhouqi Chifeng 120°6'50" 44°22'23" Urimo

3 IMUNJ 0017 E. faecalis Zhaluteqi Tongliao 120°19'11” 45°1'53" Urimo

4 IMUNJ 0018 L. plantarum Zhaluteqi Tongliao 120°19'34" 45°3'44" Milk curd

5 IMUNJ 0020 L. paracasei Horqin Tongliao 122°15'21" 43°3721" Urimo

6 IMUNIJ 0023 L. otakiensis Horqin Tongliao 122°1521" 43°37'21"  Urimo

7 IMUNIJ 0024 L. otakiensis Horqin Tongliao 122°1521" 43°37'21"  Urimo

8 IMUNJ 0039 E. faecalis Alukeerginhouqi Chifeng 120°6'50" 44°22'23" Urimo

9 IMUN]J 0044 Lac. lactis Alukeerqinhouqi Chifeng 119°48'4" 44°34'12" Urimo

10  IMUNIJ 0045 E. faecium Alukeerqinhouqi Chifeng 119°57'41" 44°28"26" Urimo

11 IMUNIJ 0052 Lac. lactis Zhaluteqi Tongliao 120°18'50" 45°1'55" Urimo

12 IMUNIJ 0058 L. otakiensis Horqin Tongliao 122°1521" 43°3721" Urimo

13 IMUNIJ 0062 L. brevis Zhaluteqi Tongliao 120°19'13" 45°3'19" Urimo

14 IMUNIJ 0088 L. plantarum Zhaluteqi Tongliao 120°19'34" 45°3'44" Urimo

15 IMUNJ 0092 Lac. lactis Alukeerqinhouqi Chifeng 119°48'4" 44°34'12"  Urimo

16  IMUNJ 0096 E. durans Alukeerqginhouqi Chifeng 120°6'50" 44°22'23"  Urimo

17 IMUNJ 0101 E. durans Alukeerqginhouqi Chifeng 120°6'50" 44°22'23"  Urimo

18 IMUNJ 0103 P. acidilactici Horgqin Tongliao 122°1521" 43°3721"  Milk curd

19 IMUNIJ 0105 L. brevis Alukeerqinhouqi Chifeng 119°43'12" 44°36'22"  Urimo

20 IMUNIJ 0107 L. brevis Alukeerqinhouqi Chifeng 119°57'41" 44°2826"  Urimo

21 IMUNJ 0109 E. durans Zhaluteqi Tongliao 120°19'11" 45°1'53" Urimo

22 IMUNJ 0111 L. brevis Alukeerqinhouqi Chifeng 119°48'4" 44°34'12" Urimo

23 IMUNJ 0114 L. paracasei Horqin Tongliao 122°1521" 43°37'21" Urimo

24  IMUNIJ 0115 P. acidilactici Alukeerqinhouqi Chifeng 120°6'50" 44°22'23" Urimo

25 IMUNJ 0116 E. faecium Alukeerqinhouqi Chifeng 119°57'41" 44°28"26" Urimo

26 IMUNJO0119 L. plantarum Zhaluteqi Tongliao 120°19'34" 45°3'44" Milk curd

27 IMUNIJ 0120 E. faecium Alukeerqinhouqi Chifeng 119°57'41" 44°28"26" Milk curd

28 IMUNIJ 0124 E. faecium Alukeerqinhouqi Chifeng 119°57'41" 44°28"26" Milk curd

29  IMUNIJ 0125 Lac. lactis Zhaluteqi Tongliao 120°19'34” 45°3'44" Urimo

30 IMUNJ 0126 E. faecium Alukeerqinhouqi Chifeng 119°57'41" 44°28'26"  Milk curd

31  IMUNIJ 0136 L. brevis Alukeerqinhouqi Chifeng 120°6'50" 44°22'23" Urimo

32 IMUNJ 0140 E. faecalis Horqin Tongliao 122°1521" 43°37'21"  Urimo

33 IMUNIJ 0141 E. durans Alukeerqinhouqi Chifeng 120°6'50" 44°22'23" Urimo

34  IMUNIJ 0143 L. plantarum Zhaluteqi Tongliao 120°19'34" 45°3'44" Milk curd

35 IMUNIJ 0145 Lac. lactis Zhaluteqi Tongliao 120°18'50" 45°1'55" Urimo

36 IMUNIJ 0147 E. durans Zhaluteqi Tongliao 120°19'11" 45°1'53" Urimo

37 IMUNIJ 0154 E. faecalis Zhaluteqi Tongliao 120°19'13" 45°3'19" Milk curd

38 IMUNIJ 0156 Lac. lactis Alukeerqinhouqi Chifeng 119°43'12" 44°36'22" Milk curd

39  IMUNIJ 0162 Lac. lactis Zhaluteqi Tongliao 120°19'13" 45°3'19" Milk curd

40 IMUNIJ 0163 L. otakiensis Horqin Tongliao 122°1521" 43°37'21" Urimo
(FF20)
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(B

No. Strains Species Sites City Longitude Latitude Samples
41 IMUNJ 0165 E. faecium Alukeerqinhouqi Chifeng 120°6'50" 44°22123" Milk curd
42 IMUNIJ 0167 L. otakiensis Horqin Tongliao 122°1521" 43°3721" Urimo

43 IMUNIJ 0174 Lac. lactis Alukeerqinhouqi Chifeng 119°57'41" 44°28"26" Milk curd
44  IMUNIJ 0177 Lac. lactis Alukeerqinhouqi Chifeng 119°43'12" 44°36'22" Urimo

45 IMUNJ 0178 Lac. lactis Zhaluteqi Tongliao 120°19'34" 45°3'44" Urimo

46  IMUNIJ 0190 L. plantarum Alukeerqinhouqi Chifeng 120°6'50" 44°22'23" Urimo

47 IMUNJ 0193 Lac. lactis Alukeerqginhouqi Chifeng 119°43'12" 44°36'22"  Urimo

48 IMUNJ 0199 L. plantarum Alukeerqginhouqi Chifeng 119°57'41" 44°2826"  Urimo

49  IMUNIJ 0203 L. paracasei Horgqin Tongliao 122°1521" 43°3721"  Milk curd
50 IMUNIJ 0206 L. paracasei Horqin Tongliao 122°1521" 43°37'21" Urimo

51 IMUNIJ 0212 P. pentosaceus Etuokeqianqi Ordos 107°28'48" 38°1048"  Milk curd
52 IMUNIJ 0213 E. faecium Etuokeqianqi Ordos 107°28'48" 38°1048"  Milk curd
53 IMUNJ 0214 P. pentosaceus Etuokeqianqi Ordos 107°28'48" 38°10'48"  Milk curd
54  IMUNIJ 0215 P. pentosaceus Etuokeqianqi Ordos 107°28'48" 38°10'48”  Milk curd
55 IMUNIJ 0216 E. faecium Etuokeqianqi Ordos 107°28'48" 38°10'48"  Milk curd
56  IMUNIJ 0217 L. paracasei Etuokeqianqi Ordos 107°28'48" 38°10'48"  Milk curd
57  IMUNIJ 0218 E. faecium Etuokeqianqi Ordos 107°28'48" 38°10'48”  Milk curd
58  IMUNJ 0219 L. diolivorans Etuokeqianqi Ordos 107°28'48" 38°10'48”  Milk curd
59  IMUNIJ 0220 L. paracasei Etuokeqianqi Ordos 107°28'48" 38°10'48"  Milk curd
60  IMUNIJ 0221 L. diolivorans Etuokeqianqi Ordos 107°28'48" 38°10'48"  Milk curd
61  IMUNIJ 0222 L. diolivorans Etuokeqianqi Ordos 107°28'48" 38°10'48"  Milk curd
62  IMUNIJ 0223 L. diolivorans Etuokeqianqi Ordos 107°28'48" 38°10'48"  Milk curd
63  IMUNIJ 0224 L. paracasei Etuokeqianqi Ordos 107°28'48" 38°10'48"  Milk curd
64  IMUNIJ 0226 E. faecium Yijinhuoluoqi Ordos 109°43'48" 39°34'12"  Urimo

65  IMUNIJ 0228 E. faecium Yijinhuoluoqi Ordos 109°43'48" 39°34'12" Urimo

66  IMUNIJ 0229 E. faecium Yijinhuoluoqi Ordos 109°43'48" 39°34'12" Urimo

67  IMUNIJ 0232 P. pentosaceus Yijinhuoluoqi Ordos 109°43'48" 39°34'12" Milk curd
68  IMUNIJ 0233 P. pentosaceus Yijinhuoluoqi Ordos 109°43'48" 39°34'12" Milk curd
69  IMUNIJ 0235 L. paracasei Yijinhuoluoqi Ordos 109°43'48" 39°34'12" Milk curd
70  IMUNIJ 0244 E. faecium Elunchunzizhiqi Hulunbuir 123°43'34" 50°35'52" Urimo

71  IMUNIJ 0246 L. brevis Uradhougqi Bayannur 107°5'06" 41°6'46" Milk curd
72 IMUNJ 0248 L. kefir Alashanyouqi Alxa 101°40'48" 39°12'00”  Urimo

73 IMUNJ 0249 L. kefir Alashanyouqi Alxa 101°40'48" 39°12'00”  Urimo

74  IMUNIJ 0250 L. kefir Alashanyouqi Alxa 101°40'48" 39°12'00”  Urimo

75  IMUNIJ 0251 L. kefir Alashanyouqi Alxa 101°40'48" 39°12'00”  Urimo

76  IMUNIJ 0253 L. kefir Alashanyouqi Alxa 101°40'48" 39°12'00”  Urimo

77  IMUNIJ 0256 L. kefir Alashanyouqi Alxa 101°40'48" 39°12'00" Urimo

78  IMUNIJ 0270 L. helveticus Xiwuzhumugqingi Xilinhaote 117°36'00" 44°34'48"  Milk curd
79  IMUNIJ 0271 L. helveticus Xiwuzhumugqingi Xilinhaote 117°36'00" 44°34'48"  Milk curd
80  IMUNIJ 0272 L. helveticus Xiwuzhumugqingi Xilinhaote 117°36'00" 44°34'48"  Milk curd
81  IMUNIJ 0273 L. helveticus Xiwuzhumugqingi Xilinhaote 117°36'00" 44°34'48"  Milk curd
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Pediococcus pentosaceus IMUN] 0214 (OP617223)
Pediococcus pentosaceus IMUNJ 0215 (OP617222)
100| * Pediococcus pentosaceus IMUNJ 0212 (OP617225)

Pediococcus pentosaceus IMUNIJ 0232 (OP617212)
Pediococcus pentosaceus DSM 20336" (NR_042058.1)
93 Pediococcus acidilactici IMUNI 0103 (OP617237)
Pediococcus acidilactici IMUNJ 0233 (OP617211)
u Pediococcus acidilactici DSM 202847 (NR_042057.1)
100 Lactobacillus brevis IMUNIJ 0246 (OP617209)
88 ' Lactobacillus brevis ATCC 14869" (NR_044704.2)

100 Lactobacillus plantarum IMUNJ 0018 (OP617238)
LI* Lactobacillus plantarum ATCC 14917T (KT025937.1)

100

Lactobacillus plantarum IMUNJ 0119 (OP617236)
Lactobacillus plantarum IMUNJ 0143 (OP617232)
Lactobacillus diolivorans IMUNIJ 0223 (OP617214)
Lactobacillus diolivorans JKD6" (NR_037004.1)
Lactobacillus diolivorans IMUNIJ 0222 (OP617215)
Lactobacillus diolivorans IMUNJ 0221 (OP617216)
Lactobacillus diolivorans IMUNJ 0219 (OP617218)
Lactobacillus paracasei ATCC 253027 (HQ423165.1)
1{)0[ Lactobacillus paracasei IMUNIJ 0203 (OP617226)
Lactobacillus paracasei IMUNI] 0217 (OP617220)
Lactobacillus paracasei IMUNI 0220 (OP617217)
Lactobacillus paracasei IMUNIJ 0224 (OP617213)
Lactobacillus paracasei IMUNI 0235 (OP617210)
Lactococcus lactis IMUNJ 0174 (OP617227)
Lactococcus lactis NBRC 1009337 (NR_113960.1)
Lactococcus lactis IMUNI 0162 (OP617229)
Lactococcus lactis IMUNI 0156 (OP617230)
100 100 Enterococcus faecalis IMUNI 0154 (OP617231)

79

100

100

100

' Enterococcus Jfaecalis ATCC 194337 (KB944588.1)
100 Enterococcus faecium IMUNIJ 0120 (OP617235)
Enterococcus faecium IMUNI 0124 (OP617234)
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Figure 1 Phylogenetic tree of lactic acid bacteria in milk curd based on the 16S rRNA gene sequence. The
GenBank accession number were shown in parentheses; The numbers at the branch points are indicated the

bootstrap values (greater than 70%); The type strains are shown a superscript (') after the strain numbers to
identify the species; The scale bar 0.01 represents 1% nucleotide substitutions.
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Figure 2 Phylogenetic tree of lactic acid bacteria in Urimo based on the 16S rRNA gene sequence. The
GenBank accession number were shown in parentheses; The numbers at the branch points are indicated the
bootstrap values (greater than 70%); The type strains are shown a superscript (') after the strain numbers to

identify the species; The scale bar 0.02 represents 2% nucleotide substitutions.
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& J& (Enterococcus) , PIFIFE i 3G 7 ST Fl
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5185 H AR T B SRR I0 AN SRR 2
FE VORI AY R #E IMUNJ 0120, IMUNJ 0124,
IMUNJ 0126, IMUNJ 0165, IMUNJ 0213,
IMUNTJ 0216, IMUNIJ 0218 J& T E. faecium,
RS S A — AR, WG R B
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—PLIAFIRE, 5 5 H SRR B B AR 19.14%,
4385 1A R WA T BT ARk K 0 T R 3 T L R i
) Bk IMUNT 0016, IMUNJ 0062, IMUNJ
0105, IMUNJ 0107, IMUNJ 0111, IMUNJ 0136
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WPAR DUR T SRR & HIGTHE . AR BT & LR b
T A B AR IMUNT 0226, IMUNIJ 0244, IMUN]J
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J&T E. faecium, 415 H L E A T 09 T bR
IMUNJ 0248, IMUNJ 0249 . IMUNJ 0250 .
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2.3 FRREMEFEH R LELEN
i3 STRUCTURE #1443 Bt LR TR Fi i 45
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5 1 SO i LR AR AL I s rh, AR
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PR R A T AL IV VARIVIR S Y
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Wi 7 5 7S HAIE, BT IR A %
2 A SCHRAZ BT 3. R P. acidilactici F Lac.
lactis W) Hd {EH5, 5 1.000, L. otakiensis .
L. paracasei # L. kefir () Hd {E &A%, b0, H
ARVERNY Hd {5534 7E 0.400-0.905 Z [i] , B Fh
P. acidilactici 1 Lac. lactis W) = {E 55, 53500
0.272 73, 0.186 77, L. otakiensis. L. paracasei .
L. kefir I L. diolivorans W) = {HfAK, M0, I
AR 7 (EFE 0.000 88-0.053 18 Z[A] . Hifh
P. acidilactici 5§ Lac. lactis Z.[8] . P. acidilactici
5 L. helveticu 2 [8] ) Dxy {5 5 , 53514 0.223 56
10214 56, WEF E. faecium 5 E. durans 2.
B8] . L. otakiensis 55 L. kefir Z [A]{Y Dxy (A,
194 0.002 96 F1 0.003 71, EF P. pentosaceus
5 P. acidilactici Z|8] L. plantarum 5 P. acidilactici
Z 1] (49 Nm {BLH5 %5 , 539324 4.680 00 F114.120 00,
HA TR 2 6] Nm {655 T84T T 0.
2.5 FBREMEERmIREEE

WS REAN G H BERE A R AFIRE E. faecium
Hl Lac. lactis 76 R BERG SR FE b pH ¥ B0 %
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Figure 3 Population structure of lactic acid bacteria in milk curd (A) and Urimo (B).
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Table 2 Nucleotide polymorphism of lactic acid bacteria

Species Length (bp) S Eta h Hd T S

L. otakiensis 539 0 0 1 0.000 0.000 00 0.000 00
L. brevis 539 1 1 2 0.476 0.000 88 0.000 88
E. faecalis 539 28 28 3 0.700 0.020 78 0.021 42
L. paracasei 539 1 0.000 0.000 00 0.000 00
L. kefir 539 1 0.000 0.000 00 0.000 00
E. durans 539 2 0.500 0.000 93 0.000 93
P. acidilactici 539 147 147 2 1.000 0.272 73 0.338 99
Lac. lactis 539 149 153 3 1.000 0.186 77 0.033 52
L. helveticu 539 3 0.833 0.002 16 0.002 17
L. diolivorans 539 1 0.000 0.000 00 0.000 00
E. faecium 539 3 0.615 0.002 14 0.002 15
P. pentosaceus 539 11 11 3 0.700 0.008 53 0.008 64
L. plantarum 539 62 62 5 0.905 0.053 18 0.057 26
Total 539 228 341 27 0.950 0.114 16 0.126 71

L. paracasei 53 3 W A — LA RRE,
Lac. lactis 7% H 5L 85 —AREHE, PL3AFh
E. faecium F Lac. lactis K™ IR A AT 7E—
JE 26 S ME L ARG R I AR TR ) R
5 H AR AL TR T2 i s br i e it 7 R
UFFLRR AT SRTTRTSE . HON X R 8 Sk v
P EBEN L. plantarum 1 P. pentosaceus“ﬁl , H
AR K W awa-bancha LR EE N L. pentosus Fl
L. plantarum™™, ¥ B /RT3 X AL G % @ 3L 5
hHBREAEY AR, FEHEBT
Lactobacillus . Lactococcus . Enterococcus .
Streptococcus . Pediococcus . Leuconostoc Fl
Weissella % 7A@, A WF5E & BLN S
X R S W AR ST HEN L. casei, TRFWSHLH
WHEN L. helveticus . Lac. lactis subsp. lactis Fll
L. casei™, ST A3 I EL 22 P R ML X & 1 AL
il d PR BN Lac. lactis subsp. lactis |

L. plantarum F Leuconosto mesenteroides™” , Taye
S TR 45 FE A L 0 PG G X A% 5 kT L
snH Lactobacillus . Lactococcus F Streptococcus

R sl PR B v EF X F SRR L

HERACHETIN Lac. lactis, & 55 EIRRAY 51.82%,
HIK MK L. helveticus Fl L. kefiranofaciens, # i
X RAR K Ll S P LA RE R E. faecium FI
E. durans™, EAERBIZE LI, E. faecium BN
TESEXT N FRIBER, DA S 2e o8 v s
il E. faecium FEW I8 F ik K B AR B
IR RGERBER N, HE TR —ENFLER
PR R HL AR B Y SR 2 Ok AR (KT 1T FIEL 2),
SRR FN L. helveticus 55 HAh Lactobacillus f£71E
BOLMRG KRR, AIReEM T L. helveticus fE
Aok A rp R AR 384T A R PR S i Dy
SO Y TR R 1) 22 R R AT
AN 438290 T A e LA v LR B
G B TR ol DR e S R A 19 L i it Ao S8 8 AN [] T A
TERR 2 5+

WE5E R LW S8 A5 H B R Z 8L IR TE
B Y BOR IR A TR B, B —AH Je kb ok
XA DB W 352 4% W) B R U8 T 22 A B RS
HAP TR FE WM N Lac. lactis T
P. acidilactici . & W FLER W 18t 1% 434k 5 5L X F 41
AR, MRS AT RE O B T A RS
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Figure 4 Fermentation characteristics of Enterococcus
faecium and Lactococcus lactis, the dominant
species in milk curd and Urimo.
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ol SR, T RCRT P9 52 3y A X
FL &L H o A5 2R L. plantarum ZFEER R,
KB AR IR A PR e AR B (AR B H 55
e s AR ) o S Tk, AT RE R R T A I L
R 2= R, M HR PRI S5 PR IR 2% 2L IR AT
SR AN 5- AL N
FLERE P P. acidilactici M1 Lac. lactis W Fh
P 7 (E(S3 512 0.272 73 Fi1 0.186 77) . ] Dxy
8(0.223 56) 5, R 2 PNREFPAAFETE
BRI AN L oA, BRIl A R B A
Bl E. faecium 5 E. durans Z [8]/ Dxy {HF1 Nm
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4 Zi

WS HLIX 30 3% 5 K e FL i it ) 5208
Ny H SRR 7 B 275 3] 81 ARFLBR A, 405
HJ&F P. acidilactici . P. pentosaceus . L. brevis .
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E. faecalis . E. faecium Fl E. durans 3P,
ARG R B AR IR AT, PIEE T
HHAF R E. faecium, 2% HIEPALFEFI AN Lac.
lactis, T7PRRETIHCHE o TRAFAS 1 70 A K BLIX 2
FLURE B AP BRI T 6 KA ed-vI), H R
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2 FIRE PRS2 O AT AN g, R IR i ) 382
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