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Research progress and application of cis-AT and trans-AT
polyketide synthase

NAN Chunli XUE Yongchang
School of Biological Engineering, Dalian Polytechnic University, Dalian, Liaoning 116034, China

Abstract: Type I polyketide synthases (PKS) play an important role in catalyzing the biosynthesis of
polyketides, which is widely used in medicine and other fields. According to different acyltransferase (AT)
domains, type I PKS can be divided into cis-Acyltransferase (cis-AT) PKS and trans-Acyltransferase
(trans-AT) PKS, the former has been studied more thoroughly at present, and the related research of the
latter has become a hot spot. In this paper, the connections and differences between cis-AT PKS and
trans-AT PKS, as well as engineering progresses, related applications and currently existing problems are
reviewed, to provide a reference for understanding the role of cis-AT PKS and trans-AT PKS in the
biosynthesis of polyketides.
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FE, BUS5F3 a1 SR D R AE SR 5 il (Polyketide
Synthase, PKS)ifk T2t I BERRITER R A hiidk
AR, ZadEAl . BT LS A RER AR
YA st PKS AREE5HA K M T 4358 1 8 PKS
(LR 11 7Y PKS (UFRIEAIR)FITTTRL PKS (X
PR JREAD) = K&, R R B 2 A Tt
FLEERL B (Acyltransferase, AT)f) I % PKS A1 1T %Y
PKS, Hrh LA 1% PKS B B, 26k
PRNTEEHTA: Z 4 1 B PKS A, annudE .
TR R . AR ESE, 18 PKS #—4 AL
53 RIE-AT (cis-Acyltransferase, cis-AT)%Y PKS F1)%
3 -AT (trans-Acyltransferase , trans-AT) %l PKS

trans-AT % PKS WHFR1E AT-Less % PKS®!, cis-AT
A PKS HFEARXT LRGEY), XIT trans-AT % PKS
WL, AR 2 AAAETANRERE Y PKS 2y
40%ITJ&E T trans-AT % PKS, HERHE- Pk 7 35

R KR o
1 T# PKS BEERKM

1.1 cis-AT E!F0 trans-AT B! PKS

I % PKS J&—Fh KRB Z 450 2 A4, B4
BT F T — 0 Bl S A S R Hh A 9 = 2
T, BERBESIERAT th—4cA 2k, TRl iy
fleith o 76 1Y PKS i, JREALA W06 UEEAE fif
()-SR JEL IO I 1) A A A A 45 ] PR i 4%
MBS AL B (AT) T A5 TR0 2542 1 T e 2%
REE 1 (Acyl Carrier Protein, ACP), LI TR
A5 TS Tl (K etoacylsynthase, KS)P!, 7EBE %
SEMR 2 )5, AT LI i i 38 )5 (K etoreductase,
KR! /KW (Dehydratase, DH)FIS L 5 il
(Enoylreductase, ER)FFZ5 4T A 1] 7= Py kA 7%
fi. WMATTLARR A EWE RN PKS B
A ——XF R (E] 1), SXFp L B n] A5 Bk A

DEBSI DEBS2 . DEBS3 A
I D[ D
Load Module 1 Module 2 Module 3 Module 4 Module 5 Module 6 End
AT KR AT KR AT AT DHER wp AT KR AT KR qp
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% ! f :
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HO  NMe,

0. Post-PKS enzymes

OH

Erythromycin A

1 AFHE A EYERER
Figure 1 Biosynthesis pathway of erythromycin A

6-Deoxyerythronolide B
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P4 o FL s H A U 12, cis-AT B PKS 435
Herh ERAETE— S8 0y AT 5, H7E 15 PKS ik
KiB4r; SR trans-AT 9 PKS J& 1 & PKS f)—F
GERAS, HAIHUELZ AT 25058, e/ — e
BRI AT iEME R — AL R R
M 25 A 3 DR A P 3 B A g A i 1
trans-AT £ PKS 18 % 00 & ALy FUHT 0 Bk,
X B a2 PRI s, L PR 7 14 A 4 ]
B2 trans-AT %1 PKS ZRE:49 5 1 #
PKS K 40%! 7, AR T —A B EKHE AR
M2, SR &k VI
1.2 cis-AT BYF0 trans-AT £ PKS BY[X 31|

cis-AT B PKS F trans-AT %I PKS Zif 11 A6
IS TS o cis-AT Y PKS HAE & i Al 2
FeALTE S o E LML, trans-AT %Y PKS 405
] KF 3 R RS 5 | S R KE BRI EAE ™

R4 cis-AT % PKS F trans-AT & PKS kL
ARV, AR EATTHB R AR TR 4 A 40 ) 4 S PR 2
SR, B A B R K X T
cis-AT HUEEE Y, T trans-AT BUZEEUAT 5 AR,
EFX KS B 5, cis-AT 4 PKS B KS ARG AT

# 1 IR-AT B PKS F1R F-AT B! PKS AI[X 3l

Table 1 The differences between cis-AT PKS and trans-AT PKS

SR ENT AR EAELYE, 1 rans-AT #Y
PKS HAEY S, Wk B Psymberin Al
Bacillaene 312 H 6 )™ trans-AT % PKS 9 KS A9
R R PsyA-KS1 KRRV 2 L TEHL4E
o H N 2- %4 3 £ Wk 5 4 ) i 4, Bael-KS2 Al
BaeL-KS5 #Bi [ T & A i K ekt iyt
ERMGRGS RS 2 F PKS fA7E—28 M F A
i, 40 -7 X ZAEAET trans-AT %I PKS g1z,
BAELET cis-AT % PKS FR42120, F LI A 1 v
il cis-AT %4 PKS 7] LA B 428 L AT 38, 1711 trans-AT
T PKS NI %5 S-RAT AR A B ™ (& 1) .
2 cis-AT I PKS Fil trans-AT 3 PKS i) T2
ALHE R

AR RS W AEIRIT N A &
FaTVER, (R AR SR ERZE 25 ) A BN 2 7
A s BRE H AT, Xt PKS gEAT TR
M H R T o458 . A e aY . 4k
AL A YIRS S S T i TE BT R, X
Fh T AR R AR 20 A D) 8 S 0 ek A% SR R 25 1L &
g — R ARAT RS0 2,

Differences cis-AT PKS

trans-AT PKS

Rerferences

FH 5k AT K HUEIE A AN S e B 28 E

Methyl group AT adds methyl groups to the carbon

i L5 8 Jif (Methyltransferase, MT) S-IRH H AR  [8]
(SAM)AITAE I I L A 7S I 21 kB 28

framework MT adds S-adenosylmethionine (SAM)-derived methyl
groups to the carbon framework

LHALEEZ Hi DH Z5 a3 IE i P IR A B (Pyran synthase, PS)fiEfLIE AL [17]

Pyran ring Catalysed by DH Catalysed by PS

AT PKS R —AR > P — B> 7 DR 2 B T B Y AT [18]
A part of the PKS A discrete AT encoded by one or two independent genes

KS BATR R AR B BA Rk [19]
Have high similarity Have specificity for their substrates

KSo B L [19]
Rare common

B-branch I A [20]
Rare common

ACP —A> cis-AT RYEFF—14~ ACP —A> trans-AT fEHIF £~ ACP [21]

A cis-AT acts on one ACP

A trans-AT acts on multiple ACPs
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WA BSER R AT PKS T RHE(ES:
%, 240k, 18] PKS BEHAE SR 2 /], H
25K K KS+AT (+DH+ER+KR)+ACP(+TE), i1t Hf
FEPEAEEFE L OCRER M E R | P R
ECO-02301 FIBrPULF25 2 1Y PKS Bk, &3 KS 1
AT RSN TR T WA E e, Tt
WHE B E X PKS KLl AT+DH+ER+KR)+
ACP+KSY([E 2), RAFIZBRIGTE S PKS Bk
HACYFERAEE R, (o2 iR, &
IR REHCE R TR, E9E B E itk
B [ REE T T trans-AT % PRS2

BEE ST BN TRRAISE, PKS TRES T
AENE R, ARiE ) s 5848 PIKATS Fl PIKAT6 (2
OB R AT S 1 IR 2 AR RIRAE K 5] 5
JEA R A K B P i A8 XM SR A
KirCIl (—F trans-AT)FHJ D3 RN B RE 15 |
AIEB BRI IR 5 A P2 R R
RAARZE G, SEBRER LR 2Rk s A
Wr PKS Hi%l Z4: LipPKSI-TE (J§% % PKS 1
55 1 MRS K [ DEBS Y TE)H I8 B0 57
Ak Az B A a2 6P - Borrelidin
DH2 & T & 2 PKS 424k Ay DH 5, 52
MO @y, BENZIFEIEREE S PKS TR

A Traditional modules

Module 2

a o R
ACP .‘
]

B Redefined modules

Module 1 Module 3

.?0

Module 1 Module 2

v a0
ACP KS . "‘
1 1

B2 1ZREEMERREXHIEIE
Figure 2 The revision of type I PKS module definition

Module 3

el

S SEIAL A b O BB A A A AR B

PKS TAEWFFE A T —25 g &3, 1.
(1) trans-AT {38 T cis-AT [7 Y EA B9
2 IR o/B K RBHR EUAE 83T S, JF HAELE
2 MR G R eoE R, Brllig
23 cis-AT B4 T EHAE T trans-ATR),
(2) Y cis-AT AJF], 7E trans-AT 7 PKS R&GH,
trans-AT VEFI T 24~ ACP, (N5 ZPIFRMER
PR X AR AR LA P AT LA AT
FIFERFIIC, I, it rrans-AT 5K ¥R ]
WA A 2R AERERI RIS A AR
KAEGEST . (3) B-93 HE trans-AT REZSALE ¥
WAFAE  AHAE cis-AT TR B RAL AP0 h 5 8 )
Tl Y — IS R BH , 78 CRIEAE B-20 S RS
A WBICE B AR, ACP HhA —AMESEFE51 ]
F B IR R, oA T EREEE N 1TSS
BB B-or3, S B2y SR RUHICHT ACP
FHEMEIHGERL PKS AR UMb sk Hifl
HCS &(5 B-43 I WUk e (1) — 4L g I F ) 5 5 51
SRR, A, —dAR A5 KS-B-ACP
NP — N AEEEeh T DA ST R, R
KS-B-ACP &R Hily= i h 5| ABA -4 S v BEHLff
FHCS &3 HI 577,

Module 4 Release
Module5
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Module 4
Module 5
|

(BRI
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XA & BRI TR R, PR R
cis-AT/trans-AT #4 PKS F19E 2 0 & K & A% i
(Nonribosomal Peptide Synthetase, NRPS)f#ZHi4E2H
HAHEY, IR T aT LAY e 3BT
CRAAHCSCIR I, ME BN, Bl EN T £
PRI Y, C 4 MELRNLE S trans-AT £ PKS
I NRPS fYZ45c 4%, il Spliceostatin”, 14k,
WEILT cis-AT/trans-AT £ PKS 58721, R4
cis-AT % PKS il trans-AT % PKS [E {2 A,
BB AR SR AR [v] 1) A= 490 ) 26 Dt 38 ok 2 2 3R i
o B, FER—REGHE cis-AT 1 trans-AT
FIE AR S A7 O W) B R A . deiln, X R 2RSS
cis-AT/trans-AT %1 PKS B £ #f & 8 , W
Kirromycin®“F1 Enacyloxin"** PRI t #1060, & g i
cis-AT FUF trans-AT I PKS #EEe (1 FF i e 12HE
I, trans-AT %Y PKS FRGuiE it H K T AT LK
cis-AT B PKS JTRZ5 Gl RAE AR S b AL [FFET
3 cis-AT X PKS f trans-AT £ PKS W)

cis-AT %1 PKS ZEHeLk H AT C 28 &
1, HARH MR AL EE R A U, T trans-AT

A Gladiolin

3 EEHEFE(A)FA Etnangien (B)Z5#IA0 ELAR

Bl PKS BN 44 BB . Ak, A58
cis-AT/trans-AT B PKS B 2485 LI, 1ESZFRN
MR
3.1 trans-AT £! PKS B

J EE T (Gladiolin) & — R T B R R N TR 2K B
HEZ (R 3), ATRIG] RNA BATHRNA AT
SR OIBOTR A BC TRE SOTE VR XS5 A% R
W Ha Ry BAA 50T P TE e, 1 B 2L sh 4 4
Ja AR Etnangien S — s B A RAE FOdLE
3, HIuRYJo SR ER o> b A 065 T A A AN
Pk Ak A ), R T LA R e LR N Y
C-21 MEE(E A R4 AL T Etnangien, KILE
Je—FiE L e 2

JEENH R SRS 6 MMt trans-AT #Y
PKS M3EH , il gbn D1-D6, HLHMIEGmAs R
PN TR FIAEOCEE iy 22 B gbnB
gbnN F gbnP ZitSIE i, 3 #f trans-AT [, GbnN Al
GbnP XI7N "Wt A A%, 5 GbnB XS
BB A HA RSN B ES R A
B T GbnB AL BEHATE S IR TR AA T A 6715

HO

34 36 38
AN

Figure 3 Comparison of the structure of gladiolin (A) and etnangien (B)
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F| KS 25 R38R AT — ACP ghA3al, Bl o K38
Pk BRI S ) 5 A5 1) KS TG PEAL S Cys |, 7235
PRk 4 PR T 2 5 9 R ) BT I I R S
BT Z I, N Y EE R BT GbnN MZ R KS
GER T W) —4 ACP 55 E™ gk,
gbnG . gbnF . gbnH F gbnl-J/gbnR-S 415 H 3
IR T A A B BB 1 AL 6 B
A B-H A P EEEH A AR R Hg
20 > KS Zhkaseg, (B2 NIRRT A Eis 5o
16 /NN AT A S SO 2 e R Bl T 2
17 ANBEGEAR S0 R, Herp 3 4> KS 25 Hdans
FEY AT IIIRE, R EEE— ACP R 5 5
—A~ ACP, TEHAM trans-AT % PKS i@, Xfh
FERSE SN H B KSo 453, KSo 4tk
/> HGTGT ¥ A =5k, 1M HGTGT )7 &
AL BEAE T T 1,
3.2 Z&& cis-AT/trans-AT PKS B B3

MR H 1% ¥ (Enacyloxin) & — Ml R ) 22 72 5k

ZIEREEPUER , BWIN C-AEIEFF I8 Frateuria sp.

W-315 o g 45 2 10 L ol 4o T A R R i
EF-Tu-GDP AR A 15 1, XS GTRN G
TR B BRI TR TS P, R E FR AA RES T
P, (E LG 2 i e

Enacyloxin F& K 5% gt —> cis-AT/trans-AT i
PKS, 455 21 A FEHY HAIE R ena5920-ena5925
il PKS, 446 1 SNt fi 9 ~5 i fif
Wit (1% 4), £ Enacyloxin I 4E¥)& Bagkisr, n
B EZE N-C B A IS5 TS (GNAT)fiEfk
N LA A P2, 72 GNAT HI<RH) ACP 45
Pl b A R IR BTN G A BEAE R Y
AT S AUFAE TR 1 Fl 6 b, fERL 25 1 7-10
e, [ A BE DR A A ARG AT, [,
TEREHL 1 6 B AT 3R] RESR SORE N —ISEATE A 4E
K HICH R3] ACP 453 |
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RZAN, YD HE4 BT Enacyloxin & RAYZE A

WL SR, — 5 7E Enacyloxin iS4 N &
ik PRI, Enacyloxin FYA= 914 AT BE LA 221K
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CUBEFR IR (AP DHCCA) C-3 FI3E456 , i1 2R i
ik B T B0 AN S AL TR B RT AR IR A 3% o

DHCCA HZFERRA I, FFHIRE I R IR E
Yy W e 2, AL ena5916 . ena5914

ena5912 Ml ena5918 b plEA . FIHARE %
38 3k pa A Y R T N B A R 25 R R AR
Enacyloxin IVa F15% %% H )& N 4% Enacyloxin
IVa; #RJ5, ZHBEASE Enacyloxin 1Va 48 ena5930
i i 1) 28, P T 5 B ik i 1k A2 L Enacyloxin IVaj

Enacyloxin IVa il &I % & Mg 0 i 1k #% 16

Enacyloxin 11aP%,

4 HUFEMNESRE

AR BT 18 PKS & HFAYRE Tl A
AT, (RARIHAATE—SEXE LA i TRl R (1)
VFZ KS AT A8 IR e, et Sl
ez sz PKS i IiEp ety ACP 5 HARE R KS
SR Z ET AR WIS RE R RCR R A MU, T3
R A PIA A 2 B RCR IR (2) KR
SEFIAE A N PKS 2SR Ay STk 717, R
1M, %2 H ATAAE AT R R G Pk B T SC ST {4
fb22A5 0 KR 25 38iacHe, R BRI 200
i A JEL A R 7 AR R (R A, T 2E7E PKS R4
Z A A M e A T AU 7 57 1) KR 4514
B (3) XF PKS B Ak RS R R 1 R -
SR EAE B IE AR ETR A, FET 1 PKS 4
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Figure 4 Biosynthesis pathway of enacyloxin II
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