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Discovery and biosynthesis of bacterial pyrrolizidine alkaloids
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Abstract: Pyrrolizidine alkaloids (PAs) are widely distributed among higher plants, with over 650 PAs
produced by more than 6 000 plants. Only a limited number of PAs of bacterial origins are discovered. For
example, clazamycin A and B, reported by Umezawa in 1979 were among the firstly discovered bacterial
PAs. In recent years, driven by microbial genomics and synthetic biology, the discovery and study of
bacterial PAs and their biosynthetic mechanisms have made impressive progresses. To date, 12 types of
PAs (~60) derived from bacteria have been identified, including bohemamines, azetidomonamides, and
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brabantamides, as well as polyene macrolactam ciromicins and heronamides containing PA structural units.
The biosynthetic study of several PAs results in the identification of a unique pair of non-ribosomal
peptide synthetase/Bayer-Villiger monooxygenase responsible for the formation of the pyrrolizidine
skeleton. In contrast, the formation of the pyrrolizidine unit in B-amino acids polyene macrolactams might
involve a highly diastereoselective electrocyclization process. Further, microbial genome mining reveals a
lot of silent PAs biosynthetic gene clusters in bacteria, indicating that PAs play an important role in
bacterial evolution and adaptation of their environment/hosts.

Keywords: pyrrolizidine alkaloids, non-ribosomal peptide synthetase, Bayer-Villiger monooxgenase,
genome mining
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Figure 2 Biosynthesis of representative pyrrolidizine alkaloids in plants and bacteria
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HF Ciromicin A (60)/)%5 4 5 R IE 1) £
M KPR N BE % Vicenistatin & B AH L, T H A&
Nocardiopsis FU40 #1465 —1~5 Vicenistatin =4
AR T B4 BGC, Derewacz 54
60 M4 R E S Vicenistatin ARBIET*, fk
G 60 MR FITIE A 2R R TR 1Y 3-2(
JE-2-FILNER, @il NRPS HLHlS L-IN&RYE
43 SR J5 7E Ciromicin % i & M (Polyketide
Synthase, PKS)MEfL T, Zoid— RIS
JE, ATLAERH 3-25k-2- LN R R R 1Y 22 T
M Zdma 28 TEMOKMRE CirX2 /v 51y 3-2
F-2-H BL TR BR (R P SE K R AL, IETESR
1Ll CirO1 AL A4 LA B BEIE RS Tl CirG2
AP TT R ZIE L 60, 1LAH 61 nREZ:
JEFER . BEAEX WO E Y 120 FHR NI
AR,
2.2.2 Heronamides

T BRI 2 K IR N EE (B-Amino Acid
Polyene Macrolactams, B-PMs)J& iz 4F 3 & Bt —
KHA ZREYIE TR R, 2010 4R,
Raju 25 WA JE T Heron 5 ¥R IEETTRR Y R 43

~ 1O HerS
0 §
HerAl -
HerA2 N NH
Propionyl-CoA - .
MMCoA HerC /
Herl
Herl V4 4
4

Heronamide A (62): R=Pr
Heronamide D (65): R=Me¢

12 Heronamides £ 414 MigE
Figure 12 The biosynthetic pathway of heronamides

BRI CMB-M0406, JFMH AR LB T
B-PMs 2 KAk =4 Heronamides A—C (62-64) (&
12), T HAEW— = BRI 6n+6n [ 4nt+6m 1)
SRR I 43 B 64 45 T 62631, 2014 4F,

Sugiyama ZETERL R R AL T 62, FFE B
SET 62 M RLEIA . 2014 4, Zhang 4 IR
FEFSTH SCSIO 03032 H AP T Heronamides D—F
(65-67)1), L& 65-67 5 62-64 X BIEILAR
MO A B B A AR AL AN RN S, Yu S
FEZ BB T 62 MG, AR 62 AY)
B RAFAE— A [6+411 PR R 0. Komaki 23—
X7 64 HYEEEE A TP-A0871 HHAT 14K 4H
¥, R ARRE A A R RN Zhu %
KRB T Heronamides 7E4£ % & SCSIO 03032 1
BGC, #& 7 HAWE Mk i% I RAE T 7 5
Heronamides C-8 234k A4 iU 4 2 P450 HAJN4R
i Hero (1 12)1*81, 2016 4F, Kanoh %4771
62-64 ()4 H ., [FEFIAIER T M 64 7] 62-63 119
EEAL RARRHRECTE A, [F4E, Booth ZFtifih
64 1] 62—63 HIEEAL i 2 4> B R EAR 2.

20204, Zhang S5 FH%% 12 pRTTA T Heronamides

Heronamide C (64): R=Pr
Heronamide F (67): R=Me

Expoxidation }

H'g

Heronamide B (63): R=Pr
Heronamide E (66): R=Me¢
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RS R, TN RTESAHFUKAHIS A F)F[6+4]  Azetidomonamide B (t1Fx Azabicyclene, 69)II| HA

FEM T Y % 2 Ak W T 5 L S A
MR A MRS, A, BT A2 A R b &
Y1 64 WEEEEAMOA — e MRAER, /N
¢ £ (Minimum  Inhibitory Concentration, MIC)
3 0.27 mmol/LE#S52

3 A R A R e 2R AR RS AV B R
b &
3.1 Azetidomonamide/Azabicyclene

2018 4FJiK, Hong “54RiE T M Sk AR Bp i 1
PAOL i % 1 i 52 4 A 2 M I bk P. aeruginosa
AB16.2, KB —N1E T I3 10 A 2 {1 B vy 3 TR
AR EAE HLE BT A NRPS SRR FE, i [H#%
fU5 T 10 NEER PA3326-PA3335; Hong %55 1 52
Aot it PCR SEB RN, % FE AR AZ AR S M TR
s T {55 (Pseudomonas Quinolone Signal) {4
IR ; W% AzeB NRPS (PA3327) 3L A i
BRItk AB16.2D27 FllthA itk AB16.2 ™)
B3, & BL T 45 4 58 B0 A2 B BR A 1 o

AL IR T B I ik ig Bk (Azetidopyrroline) B 22 .
Azetidomonamides 4 )4 5 HUL&E?K@IEE#*H
Legonmycins 264, @il AzeB/AzeC iX —Xf
NRPS/BVMO A%l 71 ¢ HAZ O 25 F 1 e HL P e 1
ZRIIE BRI /R -E R A B AL EHRTTE (8 13).
Patteson 557 2019 4 FTHEA VA5 5701t
HE 22 R N TR TS A ak R PR LT PAOL (P
aeruginosa PAOL)MY5EA % PA3326-PA3335, Jf-ift
— X azeB R FRR S P. aeruginosa PAO1
RS, Wk TIHEY 69 (Widrsah
Azabicyclene); 14}, Patteson 48381 MultiGeneBlast
THEBAESA 2 500 e A 7 5 R 4 45040
4P 1 600 A Z I R D 1 BE DR 2H 34 A
[HIf% PA3326-PA3335, TMI{XA 12 AN HAE AT
AR, X5 Hong Z09WF9—30, Uil
W% PRI T X 0 o A2 P L T 1) 80 1k o 4
o 19 4N iZ B DR T RE i O i AR A A PR N B
AB16.2D27 %} 1 Galleria mellonella fi)JEgett: Al

Azetidomonamides™, Azetidomonamide A (68)H  BOLVEMIE(L, T0k# PA3326-PA3335 fEMLr{E
A B B [5.2.0] XU FR 4% JE T WA WS 45 g, T HOMERE R R e — e
OH O
\ 0]
=4 0]
AV A N Nkf\
Crotonyl-CoA H H
AzeB
L-sc+rinc Nf{eps v 0 A"':C 7
+
L-AZC or L-proline OH NAD(P)H NAD(P)
- n s
- )K/\ \/
O A/,eudomonamlde B
’ 72 Azabicyclene
Ring (69)

modifications

u Ao

4
m J’I\/\ Azetidomonamide A

13 Azabicyclene £#1& Rig{E
Figure 13 The biosynthetic pathway of azabicyclene

(68)
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Hong 55X} aze J Al 7% i 1) SRR BRE R 3R 498 it Bk pof
KIL Aazed AWM A TG 71, HIFEKHE
Aze) J&T SAM BRI, 17 T RIR 2 LR A o
T he-2-#2 1% (Azetidine 2-Carboxylic Acid, AZC)
ITERL; 1F azed iBR)G . AzeB FiY AZC i)
A ZERSTECA AZC SRS T, drlFI AT L-
222 AzeBIAzeC fEALAYILIE B PURE R AEY)
G Hong SFik—3RikIFalifh 1 4H A TRIR 2
AzeB, & INILAEAME AL R HonT DLy A g BL PG g
w70 A 720%,

3.2 Salinazinones

Kim 55 DA I BT 5 1) — A~ K PH BB R 5 40 25 1
HERE A KMF-004, JFRILT 24~ 1,3-0%-6-Hifk &
¥ Salinazinones A (73) . Salinazinones B (74)F1 BHM
D (22) (& 14); fb&4 22 ATRES2 404 0k 73 il 74
(R CEREETAA , LRI b %) S8 A 2 A% a5 gk ek
MEIA RS, 7E C—C HEWTZLSTE B 1 % W
i, EAUETER 73; LAY 73 ML RE
T 74 WY, Salinazinones FF I ME R T B AT
REALHE T ME/C-C BRI R, HAWA B 2
A FpifE— 5T
3.3 SB-253514

2000 4F, SmithKline Beecham il 24 /A 5] 1K
M AR H I E DSM 11579 (P. fluorescens DSM
11579)h 73 #5453 7 & A 5,5- I KL H IR 44

0 OH OH

. 8§ 05110

W 52— (R 950
NH =~ H "_/fw

}’7" BHM D = ll

(22)

0 O 0]
Ojj\ O 0] Ojj\ O Oﬁ OH
Igp g aniese

Salinazinone B OH Salinazinone A
(74) (73)

14 Salinazinones £ #1& K i&E
Figure 14 The biosynthetic pathway of salinazinones

FoF R4 OB OB 1T fb & ¥ SB-253514
(Brabantamine A, 75) (& 15)%, 2012 4%, %4k
AP ISR SR R R o s, TR E L
AHEE P, 2014 4, Schmidt 2 M 77
Thanamycin AR PR EAAEL S SH-C52 T ARk & B
72 K H:. [Al & ¥ Brabantamide B (76) £l
Brabantamide C (77), [AHJ¥E P. fluorescens DSM
11579 w43 51wt K 2w 65 NRPS 1 BVMO £ IpiB #il
IpiCJ5, ZRAF RSP 5= 4 Brabantamines ix 21k,
4 W ; Schmidt 4 3@ o ) A [\ & 5 iR A
[y-'804]-ATP 7£ BraB () LpiB) A—T W% #4 4af fi Ak,
THEGRN, K L-ZARELEY; t—%
M EAR PR RS B SH-C52 g BC ARICHY
LR R . L-22 2 R AEE R LR, AP L-f R
B 7577 MEMA R, )5, Schmidt 4
NN T5-T7 (A& an &l 15 iR, {u$s BraB
HEAL Y 3-OH- R S IR . M 0 N 2R (Fh 22 2 IR
KA ) I 2 BR 1 46 5 I R Ak, JF7EEL TE
SERYIRAEAL R A R 5,6- XA ] {A ; BraC BVMO
AR 12 R 18] A 2 A TR JR - 26 R A% B HE L B 34 AT
PLA: B SB-315021 (78) XU NS, 7E iR 3t 31k
JaretE T 5,5- I RRER Pk, i —
HEJG r= 4= 75,

4 G R U L R A T 3 e

T i By W ek HEL 9 W 288 A ) e U
HhRE 1 AL Y R, R RS P e
BEPEFIAL 2 S A 7 T o X BB BIE ST A B A i L 7Y
WE 2 A Wy AR B AT A R B, (HHAE IR N TR
P <A e e f ne 2L 3 B A AR R ) B0 R
FIEEPE o Gt DR S b e FEL G 0 28 A ) 87 8
I 5, R A e A R 1 4 80 (4]
16), I 1E OB A AL TR Az A bk g v ] 4
hnel g2 2. XLEATEEMLAY o SR T
Rilg W BRER F AR R A AN Al i A U
L SZ I, 3 B M RE R U P R e
I 2 g4 10,
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A 0 ¥ N SB-253517
NJ< R= O ORh Cels Brabantamide B
<\ Lo a (76) OH
OH
) R C.H,  SB-253518 o
0] Brabantamide C S .
N—R (0] ORha (77) Rha=""* OH
H OH
B BraB
Lol LAl T cl LAN(TI[TE] [zel
é E‘ (@) é N 0]
0 o=/ — — &
N\ 7 NP 7
IN o HN/D < N o
0
HN
HOR (0] “OR,
1
10 “OR, 10
10
0 0 Ac
' 0 OR, H
/ HJ&/\@* BraA Vg,
0 b N :
N~( Ve
SB-253514 0 -
Brabantamide A SB-315021  Ri=RhaorH
(75) (78) R,=3R-OH-myristic acid

15 Brabantamide Z5#J(A)#1 Brabantamide A (B)£#1& Bi& %
Figure 15 The structures of brabantamides (A) and the biosynthetic pathway of brabantamides A (B)

00X

-X0-

X0 OX X0 .
Oxidati ==

79 80

16 A% EFIERE RN SBHS T

X0
Cytotoxicity

Liver toxicity

—_—

16):4

N =

Nephrotoxicity

Teralogenicity

Figure 16 The toxic effects of pyrrolizidine alkaloids due to metabolisms

2 PR Y L 1 L VY BE SIS AR W EL AT 2 R AR T
PE, BT IS RSO IR A0 R (R 1), B
KVG R ) B A, U Bohemamine A (18)%)
JHHER 24 L HepG2 11 1 L 4t L HL60 1% 1Cso 34 A 2]
30 pmol/L, i NP25302 (19)% [ IfiLJp5 41 s HL60 Fi
ICso WA 24 pmol/L; {HJZHK PG i — R ik

n 26 1 27 X AE/N AR AS49 HAT UL R4
Hf#EME, H1Cso 4331124 0.140 pmol/L F10.145 pmol/L ;

fbEY 26 XA/ A0 M kE HCCL171 1)
ICso K 1.2 pmol/L. XUt B K PE W g i) — SR AL T
AR B T HO6 g 2R i 87k . Clazamycin A
(33)F1 B (34)XJ 5 B0 B A AHAT Y MICs J3 51k
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6.5 pg/mL 1 12.5 pg/mL, X P B IC A
FEFFR B MIC $5°4 12.5 pg/mL. 16497 Jenamidine
Ad/A; (39/40)%F N 18 PERE I M IS 20 AL K-562 1
Glso & 1.9 pg/mL. Salinazinone B (74)%} /)N F/IMEE
AR BV-2 119 1Cs A7 17.7 umol/L,

1k4&4) Ciromicin A (60)F1 B (61)%F A\ B&tEHA%
S L 1 000905 4 L MIV-=4-11 (%) 1Cs0 4331124 8.1 pmol/L
#19.3 umol/L. k&%) Brabantamide A-C (75-77)
Xof A 975 4 v €0, 2 K TR T TN 1 22 R 00 T 1 4000 TR
T E—ME, H MIC ¥E 6.5-25.0 pg/mL 22 [8] .

F1 WEEAEEEYEEMS
Table 1 The biological activity of pyrrolidine alkaloids

5 S A I MLk M BEL VG e 8 A A R oy B R 4L 4
W, M 4% (Genome Neighborhood Network
Analysis, GNN)4r#r

R B4 240 TR 15 I P L G I I A e ) A
AT — X HA XU ) NRPS Fil BVMO i,
% NRPS "I LUMEILS & L-22 %R /L-J5 %R LA K
L 2R - A RIS AN, IR A S 1 A G /K fie
T AR IR T T J0ms Wk B P g )40 BVMO
ity T DA — 2k iz b A A B R R - E R A% i 4

Compounds I1Cso

MIC

BHM A (18)%024 HepG: 29.7 pmol/L
HL60: 27.0 pmol/L

NP25302 (19)1%
Dibohemamine B (26)%?%
Dibohemamine C (27)%%

Clazamycin A (33)2
Clazamycin B (34)%*!

Jenamidine Ay/A; (39/40)5
Pyreudione A (41)"%

Pyreudione B (42)*!

Pyreudione C (43)"°%

Pyreudione D (44)"

Ciromicin A (60)5!
Ciromicin B (61)2
Heronamide B (63)""!
Heronamide C (64)""!
Salinazinone B (74)®
Brabantamide A (75)"

Brabantamide B (76)"%

Brabantamide C (77)"

HL60: 24.0 mol/L
NSCLC A549: 0.140 mol/L

NSCLC A549: 0.145 mol/L
HCC1171: 1.2 mol/L

K-562 Gls=1.9 pg/mL
D. discoideum AX2: 4 pg/mL

D. discoideum AX2: 1 pg/mL

D. discoideum AX2: 1 pg/mL

D. discoideum AX2: 5 pg/mL

MV-4-11: 8.1 pmol/L
MV-4-11: 9.3 pmol/L

BV-2: 17.7 umol/L

Bacillus anthracis: 6.5 pg/mL;

Shigella flexneri 4b JS11811: 12.5 pg/mL
Bacillus anthracis: 12.5 pg/mL;
Salmonella typhi T-63: 12.5 pg/mL

M. vaccae 10670 M4: 25 pg/mL;

M. aurum SB66: 50 pg/mL

M. vaccae 10670 M4: 3.12 pg/mL;

S. aureus MRSA 134/94 R9: 25 pg/mL;
M. aurum SB66: 6.25 pg/mL

M. vaccae 10670 M4: 1.56 pg/mL;

S. aureus MRSA 134/94 R9: 50 pg/mL;
M. aurum SB66: 3.12 pg/mL

M. vaccae 10670 M4: 0.78 pg/mL;

S. aureus MRSA 134/94 R9: 12.5 pg/mL;
M. aurum SB66: 3.12 pg/mL

Fission yeast MIC=50 pumol/L
Fission yeast MIC=0.27 umol/L

Bacillus: 12.5 pg/mL;
Staphylococcus aureus SG511: 25 pg/mL;

A. crystallopoietes DSM 20117: 12.5 pg/mL

M. luteus: 12.5 pg/mL;
B. megaterium: 12.5 pg/mL
M. luteus: 6.25 pg/mL;
B. subtilis 168: 6.25 pg/mL

e = B HATE B ARA SCHIRE H 1Cs 2} MIC
Note: —: No literature report on its 1Cso or MIC so far
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TV B8 g XU 2R sl LAt 7 M b R A el 2
Pl AE MR, AR P450, LRI SF1E
T, LB B RAR =) . b2 ey i
P H AR B e W A o 0 R R, A S
PRI 21 H 285 AR MLk gt B VG W 21 A e B L2 B 1
BB RN . Fik, ®ATRIAXT GenBank
WS AT AT RE AR WA R e B P I 2 AR g A
NRPS/BVMO i 17 1 3 [H 21 4P 45 % 2% (Genome
Neighborhood Network Analysis, GNN) 43 #7 (¥
17). VAR WHEEE R H ) Bhmd NRPS H#E
B, THvE S Bhmd SR TSI KT 55%I0AH R 1)
EIFH, —IRBT 49 Z(#ULF] 2020 4 11 /]
5 H); #E—%Hx 49 4~ NRPS FFERAE )4 ik

A
Steptomyces sp. CB02009 g0 - -
Steptomyces sp. WM6873 —- - B -

Pseudomonas fluorescens —i

Xenorhabdus stockiae =

Pseudomonas aeruginosa

Pseudomonas fluorscens DSM 11579 —1
B Bayer-Villiger
MoNooXygenase

Non-ribosomal
peptide ;,ynthetase

@ @
ID@ e
® SOQ
ve o,

Dienelactone hydrolase

Methyltransferase family protein

so'

[ SV 4

Acyl-CoA dehydrogenase

<> Bohemamines
D Pyrrolizixenamide

O Legonmycins
(O Azabicyclenes

NRPS

SDR family
oxidoreductase protease proteolytic subunit

KA T F3504r, ki 15 4~ BGC [mlHaL 5
BVMO F; Ffij5#]FH BLAST 2.9.0+XfiX 15 4~
BGCs A}z Hifth 3 4~ PAs (Azetidomonamides/
Azabicyclene .Pyreudiones F1 Pyrrolizixenamides) 1
BGCs YEfTH2, F7E Cytoscape 3.7.2 Hutf7al#i
b, FHTORE 2 LR 7 5 AH T 1 2R R R O .
ME 17 ATLUE G, AV BOERFE O EE ) 6 25
1t-& % (Bohemamines . Legonmycins. Pyreudiones .
Pyrrolizixenamides ., Azetidomonamide/Azabicyclene Fi
Brabantamines/SB-253514) 1) NRPS 1 BVMO %
FAE—ig; HAth 9 ML BGCs A M ) NRPSs
Al BVMOs 5 EVAIE NRPS #1 BVMO 2, X
SO PRIFAE AT 7 A N B PG BE A MR v 1

BVMO
Y — Bohemamines

Legonmycins

- Pyreudinoes

B — Pyrrolizixenzmide
Azabicyclenes
Brabantamines

nIFdepeianCip Cytochrome P450

= &

» @ * ’
J @

Rv1355¢ family protein

Transporter
ATP-binding protein

N/ Pyreudinoes O Others

A Brabantamines

B 17 KRB IRA M B P 0E 284 405 09 B F 75 (A) FRZH &R At i BB 7 0E 28 4 4908 B L (1 4B SR8 N 4% 43 471 (B)
Figure 17 Selected BGCs of pyrrolizidine alkaloids (A) and GNN analysis of BGCs of bacterial pyrrolizidine alkaloids (B)

Tel: 010-64807511; E-mail: tongbao@im.ac.cn; http://journals.im.ac.cn/wswxtbcn



ASFER A A T YR S BV eSS A W A o B R A A R 9 0 2451

6 #AE5RE

MEHA, AMICSEHE T 112560 R MET
20 AT 17 M HEL DG I 2 A W 5 4326 W BT R
AR A s, A — 2 AP I
(% 1), T 55- " HEILFEME Brabantamiden A
(SB-253514) (2%, -t A A 25 11 AH G i i
fig M (Lipoprotein-Associated Phospholipase A2,
A2Lp-PLA2) (il 51 FH F AR S R BT R 251 I & .
FE D208 2 BT 85 22 10 BR A Ak s R e 2R A )
il BGCs (&1 17), X ULPHANEA Y& BOx L)
BRI KW 1. EIRRENARHR, KR A
(X — 5 eI B 2RI B ek W N 4
A BAEYFHEARNERE, RITMEHEAEZS
A G VRN S . G5 R 22 B R s BT I S A e
LI

Xof 8 H g EEL PG W 2 A W %) A ) LA 5
R T ZF A R AL 0 R Y G i . 1 7Y
NRPSs Al 1l %] NRPSs, | % NRPSs B[l B2t
NRPSs, &S5 2 KA b 2 FE R 17 5
B, LEMGE A, J R e BRI R A R i Iy
ks 1 1% NRPSs K2 ke i H 25 A Rk
Zhikgi. 1 B! NRPSs (fu4% AzeB. BhmJ #il PxaB)
K 11 % NRPSs (LgnA. LgnB #il LgnD)#] LIfitAkIE
BCPS kB PG IE ), —28MURE Y BVMO il (40
LgnC. AzeC FI BhmJ)nJ LA Ak ns] e B g v a] 4
Tia] ML UG R Ak o X — 33 DL I i Al A 4
& T — B Y IR K 148 RS RN, FFHL
T (AT Lk P R ART AR AS I B 208 . 2 FplE ok
2ABETR, FEAIN T Fi-2- R IR N(2S,58)-5- 1 K-
2Rt 5T Azetidomonamide/Azabicyclene &,
WKV ) A= 0 6 Bl 3K 3 R I A
BUTIFN A=) & LB AT PT e R & A B2 ko v
(T Z T

e, 2 AUk 8 i AR R B g
Rz LT Azetidomonamide/Azabicyclene, Jf:
B LK PA3326-PA3335 7 L Fit il 4 Al o
T B L PRI 2 (1 600 ) g AE7ER S I e i

AB16.2D2 % E 11 Galleria mellonella Fitj B S2 56 4
BT, 2R A ] o Al P M T 0T i = ) ] A e g
oA —E MR XL BIPERIE ST AR R A B Dt
e B PG GE SIS A 0 Ak A A A B A S
B BT HR R A T & Tt A A ZH S A
PIRIT IO, Sz AP AR . XX
— ] A IR T DR ST 1) s R A 1 R 45 AT Zh R Y
ST, HOREXT T ACTRAS . A T 1% il o Al P AT A S
YA R A EEE X,
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