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Comparison of RT-qPCR approaches for quantification of
cyanobacteria in Lake Taihu
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Abstract: In the study, four methods used for quantification of cyanobacteria and Microcystis by SYBR
Green I real-time quantitative PCR (RT-qPCR) were established based on the target genes, including the
16S rRNA gene of cyanobacteria, the phycocyanin and the 16S rRNA gene of Microcystis. Then the
cultured M. aeruginosa and the environmental samples of Lake Taihu were evaluated by the established
methods. Comparison between the new approaches and microscope counting indicated that RT-qPCR
analysis could meet the requirement of algae bloom quantification and it was convenient, rapid and

specific.
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WHRIRAKES RGP WES, 8 ER
PR K I T 5 T B SR e, U R 7E B R
B, BHRBRERZH, SKIREE G 4 1 ™
fEE o X A SR AK R i 9 0 AR AR I AT DR A sk
BRI, AR T K e g R b T R s, B
T EL A AR AE A #E

Xof 2 1 B A B 1 O vk B WA T
Bok . Wk L BEREETECE L 41408
B WELAERSTESE a. BIERS)MA
F— S8 3Tl A 60 R IR % 5 (PAM) LA K T3 22 3%
AU BT AR AR W, HFERT 2R T, &L
RELT, TS RZ 8K A SRR Kb
BRI R DL BB B NS, T
T 535 AR Rk T, L K 2 S £ 0 19 9 Ak
AR T S I BR, ERABRE T
(10 VT ORI R A A X 3 2 5 15 1Y
g A RKIE R, Heoh, o B A R X sy ik
Xof 2R 1 sE VERR L AN T, AR X e S i A7 i —
B4y

SR BN fE PCREG AR SR AR oK & R A i) —
i mioAR, RAREE S, fertm . HE
PEAF . EEHER SR, OO R I Y T
H, B HZ B AR T B8 b i 28 A I LA — 28 A
KB . Foulds S5 #5377 7 it PCR 73k, X & il
W R DR mey A WP TR SIMAEEEAT T
K1 Kurmayer #1 Kutzenberger iz F TagMan 15
Bk DA T AR BN 3 R RN B O 7 R S L
W mey B AENWFFEHHMIEEF, X8 E K
Wannsee 8] F 4 T 20 988 DL K2 7 B Tl 20 v 1) 5 ot
(R A3 Wk 2 ¢ 3 210 € § ¥s8 iN(-K:a
1%—38%I1) 35 Fl 2 [A] 17 Rinta-Kanto Fj & ft PCR
J5 %, LA 16S rRNA Sy HAYHEH, X 3E[E Erie #1745
T 17 A RAR ASK AR 0 T (%) ol e e AR A 7 1 G
HBCRTE 2x10°-4x108 /L Z )7, 55505 A
b, 2t PCR BAR B2, IFEmT 5,
Tos B Mg, kS i nT A S A, R
VRS, R sh Ty B A T A

TR R TR o R IR A B o P IR K,

DA i K A e oA DL, DR I o A 9 S R 1 o
7 AT RO 5E HL A AR R A X . SR
SYBR Green [ {E ~2¢ Y9 B 1 2 & PCR, i 4T,
B AR BEAIG, 38 Ao 475 ik il 2 53 A 1T AFE R 7= 0 Y
W SRR, RBIY G [ Rk, X RS
PEY 3G o ARSI DU B 1 L A EE 16S rRNA
UAEREE 16S tRNA LRI H LA, #r T
SYBR Green I ¢ 65 7 PCR Kl ik, X562 4l
55 37 04 fole 20 3 0 T B IR B R b A T TR

1 M5
1.1 ##

111 EREFEMSEFFE: 3 RS0
(M. aeruginosa PCC 7806, M. aeruginosa FACHB-469 .
1 M. aeruginosa FACHB-905)I4 H HRF5e /KA A= 4
WETERT SR, TEOLIESRA T BG11 Higrdk T
25 °C #1717

112 IRERER: 430 T 20094 5 3.8 11 .
2010 4F 1 H = KHIRAE N1 (31°18°5.80"N 119°58”
3.40"E) . N2 (31°16°30.20"N 120°3°59.90"E) . N4
(31°27°59.52"N 120°10°43.96"E) . S2 (30°58°14.37"N
120°8°16.40"E) 4 i 3R JZKHE o KRR IS S RV
[] S 5 28 A L

1.2 A&

121 REENMNEMEFERLE DNA BIRE: R/
8RB TR0 X8 4l K 77 1Y) 0 S RN PR B R P Y
WS, S 20 mL ZER5 IR 200 mL
IEERE AT 0.22 pm JEAEHEAT U8, WO SR T
DNA BRI M 525555 . DNA $2HU7 2 IRk
(8147

122 #WMAZE. BRYEEMSI4Y: RAERHH
FEPH 5 € BEARE S IR IBUN AN E], SR 4 FPO5 (LT
NV MO G; rIDOR R T E: 37 k¢ alll B il )i D)
H A HE D S T W) A S 06 328 WU 488 e e P 98
H F#9\ T2 F (Phycocyanin operon, PC)., i 7 #E
R PE 16S rRNA LD LA W5 3R 5 M 16S rRNA K
RIAE Ay e s Aar il 1 H AR B B X254 B I R R T
BTG 1.
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Fz1 WNAZE. BREERSY
Table 1 Method, target gene and primers
Ik T Y i H 5L Gk 73 B B Z%
Method Standard Target gene Primer Sequence (5'—3") Length (bp) Reference
g 125F GGAGTACCAGGAGCTTCCGT
I Plasmid DNA Ay LT 110 This paper
Qperon 234R ATTAAAGCACTGCAATCGCC
I M. acruginosa PCC Phycocyanin 125F  GGAGTACCAGGAGCTTCCGT o This paper
7806 genomic DNA operon 234R ATTAAAGCACTGCAATCGCC
M. aeruginosa PCC Microcystis Micr 184F  GCCGCRAGGTGAAAMCTAA
I L ONA 250 [10]
7806 genomic DN 16S rRNA Micr431R  AATCCAAARACCTTCCTCCC
v M. aeruginosa PCC Cyanobacteria Cyan 108F  ACGGGTGAGTAACRCGTRA 230 [7]
7806 genomic DNA 16S rRNA Cyan377R  CCATGGCGGAAAATTCCCC

TE @37 8 ] SYBR Green | /B N2 & )5 &
A Ta]BE, 1 X f % 98 16S rRNA JE A ] TagMan £
EREUNE 5 RAEAT T X HLIOE (%] Micr 228F: FAM-
AAGAGCTTGCGTCTGATTAGCTAGT-BHQ-1).,

EEE AR UE A O N R A RN R SR
B o i 5 7 v 708 1): 2 JIOHR) 2 Tl 4 5
(M. aeruginosa PCC 7806) DNA, H] PC-IGS 5|#¥)(iE
[ 5'-GGCTGCTTGTTTACGCGACA-3', JZI] 5'-CC
AGTACCACCAGCAACTAA-3") H 1 A B itk 47
PP, Z ¥ PCRF=WHEAT TA 7ikE, 2RAFKE KR
Ja kT W e AL 7 TSR EUTORE, P BR il P YD Ssp T
B BoR vk, i S AN OO EERI E DNA ¥
JE, AR A i 20 B Y 43 R I A SR Dy 5 DL R
P33 58 AR UE A

PIEEH 4 DNA R AfRifEs (0 Tk 1L 100,
IV): BUSZ 5 = 2l 55 35 4 & 0o % 35 (M. aeruginosa
PCC 7806)#: 20 mL, #2HL DNA, P44 10 {56
EATHG RE AR AR S o RIS 55 B 1 mL 2
TGS R 4.90x107 4~ /mL).
1.2.3 Real-Time PCR #2il| & 44 : Real-Time PCR 2
MAKRZ TN 20 uL: SYBR® Premix Ex Tag™ (2x)
10.0 uL, PCR 1E[ 514 0.4 uL (10 pmol/L), PCR %
514 0.4 uL (10 pmol/L), DNA #i4% 2.0 pL, K#
WFEIK 7.2 uLs

PCR [ 45 ol e o S Mk e i A B A
P8 S AR (O ¥ 1546 1)1 95 °C 10 min; 95 °C 5 s,
60 °C 10's, 72 °C 12 s, 45 MG, PEILE 5 7B
AT A 2o M, I fi 2R RR Pl 72 °C 90 s,

http://journals.im.ac.cn/wswxtbcn

ZJEM 72 °C ZE AL FHRE] 95 °C, B FtmE 1 °C 4iF
TRIE 5 s, RS TE 16S rRNA Fl W i 4 5 M
16S rRNA M9 34 &4 (7 ik 1L, J5ik IV)R: 95 °C
10 min; 95 °C 5's, 55 °C 10 s, 72 °C 15 s, 45 MEHR,;
ot e R [A] b oA A 3448 3 AT,
YRS 56 7] ) 38 8 JE A AR PR . B o il 2 0 22
LRGN 25 S B 8 Rotor-Gene 6000 Series

Software Version 1.7 5% o

2 5R509W

21 YRR SEEREREZ DR

EFxt 3 FhAEIN H L, L M. aeruginosa PCC
7806 JL[H 41 DNA HHEHGHEATY 1, Fifd PCR =4
28 3% BENRWEEERS Uk, 19 B HLIK & TS T, T
Fetlr, SIS R 3, USRS s .

JH SYBR Green I 1E 3R} E £ PCR BY%¢ G HL
BE, W 0B SR L A AR, P DA A
I AT I i i Bk i e S A AR R R Y R
GIPTEEIRIRWT 4 Py 138 Ak s o ot G A 3 A 0 fe
Mg s —, = e Sy, ol 1T &,
AR G 7 W R B (T (ED) IR 2,

S Q1R TR AR T S e AR A U
B oN(1x107-1x10%) copies/uL (6 NHERRE, F4
FREFBE 1045, AT LD, JEH 4] DNA FRIE S W)
U A5 e B o R 1% M (4.9%10°—4.9%10°) cells/pL
(6 ANMRIERSEE, FF s I, ik 1V, J5ik I kE
b BEEE K (4.9%10°-4.9x10") cells/pL, 153 #4RiHE
HHZR A N AR, R AE 0.99 L) |
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BRI 1M AR B0 A PR AT B L R, 5 R 2% AR, AL
PCR §H, INSENUR RO FRIES ORI, I Bk
FICES BT RCACPE A AR 26X i Sk PO 2.3 Stg it g

S IR P8 DL B XM Y B BB AL CfED. 4 WL U s 25 IR 1Y 3 PRGBS EA TR . 1., 2,
Fift % Hit T A5 AR E I R S B0 % 2 iR . 3 SHRES W M. aeruginosa PCC 7806 . M.
2.2 {KZEASFEMHEIE aeruginosa FACHB-469 . M. aeruginosa FACHB-905,

RZ W EEMERIEM A ISR CoE . bR IR BRI, B3 -PATREETT DNA 2
A S RBOLFR 3. 4 FOOTEFT WA MRRE R I, SPRILEER 4,

R2 AMAEMREREZSH

Table 2 Standard curve parameters of the methods

WIRES PIRR R Y AR e R R 7 WA i AL E
Method Coefficiency Slope Y-Intercept R? Tm (°C)
I 1.07 -3.166 33.570 0.997 84.8
I 1.05 —3.206 34.863 0.990 85.0
111 0.90 —3.574 28.683 0.997 89.0
v 0.96 —3.428 29.697 0.999 88.0

R3 AMAE CEMNERRAURITERE

Table 3 Coefficient of variation and standard deviation of C; in the methods

R SRR T4 (4 A%/ mL)
Ik Microscopic counting (cell number/mL)
Method Z % 5 7 3
1.11x10 1.11x10 1.11x10 1.11x10 1.11x10
CHIH 18.14 21.87 24.51 27.60 28.60
Mean
I Cobas i 22 022 0.24 0.39 0.42 0.11
S
Vainy
ESRARHCV 1.21 1.10 1.59 1.52 0.38
S ¢
CHIH 19.53 23.15 25.56 27.42 28.65
Mean
1 Cobas i 22 0.06 0.19 0.31 0.47 0.12
S
il =%
ZSEHCY 0.31 0.82 1.21 1.71 0.42
S
CH9fE 11.7 15.34 19.06 22.02 25.02
Mean
111 Cobm i 22 0.07 0.18 0.22 0.34 0.44
S
ERABCY 0.60 1.17 1.15 1.54 1.76
S /()
CHIH 13.76 16.97 20.69 23.93 26.40
Mean
v Cobmifi i 22 0.02 0.11 0.31 0.29 0.32
S
ERABCY 0.14 0.65 1.50 1.21 1.22
(%)

© PEMFRMEDHRAATIRSHBET http://journals. im. ac.cn
http://journals.im.ac.cn/wswxtbcn



464 s aHR

2011, Vol.38, No.4

x4 4 MFER TaqMan IR EFE 3 435 75 4 mn it il 45

Table 4 Results of the pure culture sample detection by the four methods and TagMan probe

R TR GIRaR Tk ik J5 i 10 Fik IV TaqMan %}
Sample Microscopic Method I Method II Method III Method IV TaqMan probe
counting PC $ Il % T e 2 K T3 v 2 W AN % T e 2 5
(x10° cells/mL) PC copies Microcystis Microcystis Cyanobacteria Microcystis
(x10° cells/mL) (x10° cells/mL) (x10° cells/mL) (x10° cells/mL) (x10° cells/mL)
1 12.1 18.9£0.16 13.8+0.09 12.0+0.04 9.79+0.60 11.5+0.12
2 12.7 17.3+£0.14 13.540.12 13.4+0.06 9.72+0.58 11.4£0.12
3 4.03 5.57+0.16 3.51£0.15 3.76+0.48 2.39+0.16 2.62+0.16

Jrk 1L WL, IV A 45 R ai g, M.
aeruginosa FACHB-469 5 M. aeruginosa FACHB-905
IAERT5 i IV KD 5 5 A e T 4506 7 b 2k 2
F(P<0.05). 7k 10, TIT A2 S0 5 0 e T4 sh
AN TagMan FREF I 45 S AH— 2, BaBH 7% 10, T
SXoF ol S ARG ) ) o P A A
2.4 IMEHEREVIEN

PRI N1, N2, N4, S2 P 5 R4 A K EE 23 51
FALL L 4 Fho7 ke A v, R 45 5 23 Fr an F ikt .

Jrik TR A 2 A T RE 3 PC R 95 DUEICH
R TR 300 A e T A M BB R (1B 1), AR
PERLI, WAE 0.05 ZKF g AROC, HA AN
FFEN: y=—1.09+1.12x (R*=0.40, n=15, P<0.05;
t, R y FORAYE RT-qPCR AN 45 S B LU
10 RIERYXTEL, x FompyJe T BUL TS 1Y 45
RIA 10 R pyxd g, B IRl B 1IN 45
R(PC H:H P NIHORES A — R b S IR ik
PEPEECE, (AP A AR, 5B 2 A S
B M LA IE

10° 1
- -
[]
~ 10% T i
2
8 107 - -
g /f .
171
~ L) 'y
- 108 | - = B
*
L)
10 L L L |
10° 10° 10’ 108 10°

Microscope count (cells/L)

1 AZEIERNEREBEHBITHERMBEXE
Fig. 1 Relativity between the result of method I and mi-
croscope counting
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W R0 VI VI B 2 Rl EREE S e i O P R
T T ERTT A5 P A A 2 AT (18] 2) . 2 by
PRGN 45 F 5 A R SR AE 0.01 K EAR
OGS T T BRI 45 3R 5 Sl AR T s R Ze
W72 K y=—1.58+1.23x (R*=0.73, n=15, P<0.01),
Jrik T BRI 25 5 5 W foss 1 E 2 SR i 2t nl )5
A y=—1.09+1.09x (R*=0.62, n=15, P<0.01), %I
25N Wilcoxon £55 BLFIk: B, 25K Won, ik
1 R[S R € R i S W T R =
(=-0.909, P=0.363), MMiJyik I MRINEE R 8%
B R B (=—2.613, P<0.01), [FIt, MK}
WERE R RN S5 Rk R, ik 1 MEE RS Wi
R EE K

10" ' e Method II vs Microscope
o Method III vs Microscope

100 .
~ Chd
0
E 10
2 10 |
=4

10° |

10°

10° 10° 10’ 10° 107 10"

Microscope count (cells/L)

B2 AZEIO NMENERSEHBITHERMEXYE
Fig. 2 Relativity between the results of method II, method
IIT and the result of microscope counting respectively

T TV: KRG I 25 5 5 5 40 L 28 0 A i
B 3 1 R S N AR (B 3), A O A 0,
PIETE 0.01 KV ERFEMIC, HAMERIHI 2 Hh:
¥=2.20+0.82x (R*=0.74, n=15, P<0.01), X%k 55
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Wilcoxon £ 5 B AR I, Z5H B, Jrik IV X Fif
TR DU 25 R T W IO O B 45 R (1=-3.408,
P<0.01), Ut 7E X AL S AT R I sE, J7 7k TV 1Y
SR 5 BB RS R ER .

1010 r

10° /
3 e @
2 :
é 1n8 z = .
= / [
7]
[~

w r *

10¢

10° 10 10° 107

Microscope count (cells/L)

3 AAEIVENERSEHRITHERMEXRMN
Fig. 3 Relativity between the result of method IV detection
and microscope counting

3 it

ARSI E X RS . WL T 4 Fl SYBR
Green 1 SZH} 56 % 2 B PCRAG I 792, o7 i ik 26 5
X2l 3% R RN E A S AT TR, IR A5 IR SRS
() S U RSO B AT T L

SEIT O i PCR FiRSEH T 48 PCR Y
FE PR AG T 3 B A Y R ER, IR B R
L REEREE L R v . MRS AL
B TE P I A i ARk 2, Ot e
AJ DL PG B 2 A T B R 2 e R N AT E
Rt =130 A2 P AR K AR T 8 ARSI TT LA A K A
WA WD R 5 K 4R e A ) R Bt D i PR 1 A
IR g e

AWFFELL SYBR Green 1 4E A 1) 756 S ekl
HAVELE, JrIL R, AR . AR 7 i 6 e
AT R A0 A R S Ay i T T ) S B A T
BN RS, 2R B AR R SR R, SOt
Jukl 53R 0EE DNA 454G, e TIES,
AR w22, A SEge B 3 X514 8 PCR 7
Wb o A 0 S BBl P 0 i it 3 S R — U, HYT

MR BRKES B BRN—-3 FREEL. R
AN, AE S R I IS o R AR
JE FRRE St 075 At 1 R R W AT B 23 7R T 80 °C B i 3R,
I X T TOR AR A B 1 o B A 2 P B SRR R
e, FfE DB 3 ZEE T PCR R SRR 50t o AR i B
THAERE SR B, (R TR S R B AR TC I R,
JIT LAASI 285 ST SR 2 W AR 1

WEFE SR T PRI bR S A S R AR o & o 7
RS B R EA TR, HA 3RO
i FH A0 2 3 R 2 DNA L DL SR 20 S0k AR S G T b o 5
BT BOh o F iU, RRKE—, ##47 PCR i
BB, 18 AR R S DU R, R
Tk I 10 MbRHERT S, & IR T A A Y H 5L,
FH TR AROR A A, B o 2R 2R S A, R B b v
T T 2 APV B ) O 22 200, oA X I ok B R
(5 s TR, (HNES BRI SORE, U
DR A AN A B 42 . DL M. aeruginosa
PCC 7806 %:[K 41 DNA 1F R Fr a2 LUAH A B0 F G
FE IR B8 DL ROk R R 25 5, FR T RE S O [
Tofr A~ 240 e e 5 R PR 9 48 DUECRT BB 2 R TR), T DA
W 235 5175 31 1) 4 MU B SRR 12 AH 2 T M. aeruginosa
PCC 7806 41 HI%k, & — N AHXTHI{E

M4 P bR 2k o b, KT EAR AR
HEZR, PSRN 1, 5 R R332,
SR AR BERHORAE 0.9-1.05 RIAT LAy 2
b 2w 2 R AL R ARAEIL 2] 0.99 L) I, BiAbRE
MZe ity 2R EE S, M2 T, ik 1
s L, TV AR I H 4] DNA /E FFRiE s, H
Tk 1L, TV A 2 9 59 B BRI — 28 S
[H, ATRES PC JEPI I 16S rRNA F DX 7E 4 i P i 4%
DUBCAH O, [RIRE AR o it v JIT 25 0 ol 56 R ) 4 DL
SEARIRIY, PC DRI v i 40 L v 2 AR 9% DL A O
SERIE LI P ) M. aeruginosa NIES-843 14k %)
PC IR HAT 2485 D), i 16S rRNA J& £ 45 D1 IE A,
JIT LA SE K 20 DNA AR 8 s bn o i, 7 B 21 LU ARAIR
(¥ 5 B PC PR A G I 2R A3 AN 2 16S rRNA i
R o B ARSI BR A 18, L 16S rRNA AR g 460 H (1)
S, HAA PCR WA IR (G 13 B AR AT 38
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F| 4.9 LR /WL T PC 3L PR AR AR B (5 3 Bl
FARATINE] 100 4> PC FEH /L 507 49 P 4Hff/ul).,
1M SZ PRIV FH R, FHZER 240 DNA fHobs e i, R4
AL LR T8, DA 40 0 s A i 45 2R R S Al L R
WG, AS/DAFIEERR I TRy U s,
PR S AR AL A B8 T TR I Y DNA, b5 2ot
DNA $REUGX — YR, R A bs e i, A 45
J e B 2 B AR B B DNA 3 A &, 5 RARE
dn R L TR 5 i 2 A — MR B R 22 550 W0
SRV M AR b, A 5 bR o 2 [R] Z 40 [F] Y
DNA $#BCEEE, WS bnl LI — & B B/
SCH Bk DNA $REUE B Z5 R s m . 5 4h— A&
B R R RGO 25 T ) B, R 5 R R A
DNA TE4rF K/ EAFTER R 225, BT LU BORiAEAR
HEA X EE K 24 DNA #1728 i, ATRES ™ 2B T9 1
BORAFM G R R G RZE, XM RZEREZ T
FIN SN L

N SRIIELE S & B B AP RTE T €8 R €2t S Sh
WE, XFAiR SRR, ik 1L I 5 B
RIEWG, 7 IV X T i n A D 5 b 1 e 14K
SRR —E 225, M T IREERE S AR, B
Tk 10 DNAS Y ol i A M 5K S B R T R s SR
s MIITEE T 505 15 TV 43 5900045 (4 ok 0 3 200 i
BRI S A RS B BRI A R — e
5o AT HZERAWER, —JrmalaeEh 05
ARSI JE P B, PR e L, TV 2 DGl e
168 tRNA FEHAVE M bR, 255 2R 1 S i b
3] ) B J AR XS T M. aeruginosa PCC 7806 FJ4H i
B, T I AN [ R Y W i S T Y
16S rRNA $£ DU 22 S rl BRACK, 5 A M =z [A] 1 O
RIEARHE; 53— 07 BB T A e — STk
P, XF T Ak B 1 oK PEA, KUR Hede ok,
TR PR IURL S B, — SR AN Y T e
IR PR, SEOTEEE R AT, 7 LIS
PC FE K $5 DK S B fes Tkt SR A7 — R A 1,
Jr LA PCSEPRHE DL gt T DIAE S — AR bk
J I B g ) B, (R AT SR M 2 ) S
LS E
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4 &g

ASOW JLFR SYBR Green I )72 & PCR Kl
B IEIAT T O eE, 45 RBRMHEE R A
FERAE KN B i EE A, UL M. aeruginosa PCC 7806
FEKZH DNA AR s il i DU 28 7 125 R A 0 2 XK
HETE BRI B BESR, hKAR E A B 1 A U,
XP 7K A8 A7 IR 6r AR IS 4 it T BRI RN B R
Z%,

2 % X Wk
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