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Biosynthesis of poly (y-glutamic acid), its related genes
and application prospects
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Abstract: Poly (y-glutamic acid) is a promising environmental friendly material with outstanding water
solubility, biocompatibility and degradability. This review introduces the basal properties of y-PGA,
microbial production of y-PGA, and the key factors affecting the yield of y-PGA. Furthermore, the
v-PGA biosynthesis genes, y-PGA synthetase complex, as well as the application prospects of y-PGA in
hydrogel and drug delivery, are also discussed.
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D/L-#A %2 (y-D/L-PGA) 3 Fhl, - IR A 34 -
G RBIFE R, v kA, A, s
JE, BASRKENE . AR L YRR R
BEE AT RN E S5, y- B RAE Al 2k
Yyl it e oy TR &R 2 G . AU T IRk
V- RIR LA . A BT TS AT

COOH (0]
| Il
{NH-CH -CH, -CH, -C}

1 y-REaiREgmx
Fig. 1 The structure of poly (y-glutamic acid)

1 y-REDRW B ED G B

y-RA AR " FEA S G M S
A KBS 3 Bl TR 732 A B y-RA =
R F A% . B 2 H OB & 4 0k SE i Tl 4k
N o A A G L v- R AR R T 1913 4E i
Sawamura 7F H AMESGE MmN G h 2, 1937 4F,
Ivanovics 25 M\ —Ff S0 1) 5 2 [ BH P 4H T8 ¢ IH 2 1
¥F W (Bacillus anthracis) i I b 4355 3] y- R85
f2. H 1942 4F Bovarnick 55 & B y-BA A RAE N —
Tl 2 WE W ie A R Mo i B SR B R S, AT R B
ZM R RETEA MR B y- AR . k4t 90
SEARLLE, TRRE v-SRA 2R AE PRI B 1) e
B, ERIRRT y- TR AR 1 T A vk 5 o
TGBR, 32 AR i e U Ak = 7 B A DR AR R R A T TR el
i, DU TolkAb /e oK o
1.1 y-BASEBREKRE

B y-RA R A ) 3 B ST TR R Y
A i A SRJH 2 AT TR Y 38R (Capsule) i & 81
M) y-RAAR, J&THMRA, feygws ), st
B 2 (Exotoxins) MM il 75 3= 1) 7 W A FH 0 26 3k v 2L, 5
VI e BE B R e o I A Tl A A 7™ 10 T ik 32 %L
AR ZF AT (B. licheniforms) IR 5 2 1A 14 (B.
subtilis), HAWK y-REARIE T /0 WAL, @it 5
i B AL AN, AR — DR 4 P R 25 R B
oY 20 B LR IS %) 78 F2 0 o b A1, Niemetz 5 Hezayen
43 ) K& BREL Bl BR 1 (Natronococcus  occultus) R 21
W (Natrialba aegyptiaca)RE TE % St 5% B 28 =5 £h 21 5%

TEM y-RBAER, Wi y-RA@RIRES 5 KiE
TR AAE R S K,

WRAE SRR B HERMSEAR, ¥ v-BH
SR 77 T A R A B R MY (O BB ) AR &
i AE MO T (A Sk B BOM . JTE S CE y-
BRBRAETH PR ZE, W8 ZFRTE
(chungkookjang)*! | # # ZE il kT B RKY3P!, Hi
KF I ATCC945A7 | #hy & 2 #1 #F B
NCIM23248%; J5 & o0, HUk BUM: 5 2E 7 FT
W TAM-4Y) | i RZERIFTF R C1U . MR ZE AT B
A3 RIER ZERIAT B (B, amyloliquefaciens)LL3!
Gk, A, Jefha B R 2B —Fh 4 i 0 AR
PR HLA A 2 RO AL A AR A g2 H AR %
AR A H0E o FRATIA A TR AT B B AL
FEA B y-REE R KT ER 257 —F R
W E A R A &R A R EE S, REfE Bl
F B = R IR G 0 i 158 RN 5 20 B0 S0l VR & i A2
YA IR AR, Gl y-BERR B RS O - R R
W2 T —PR B - RE ARG N RS EA L
W EE A M LEE S, REE A AH A & A K
MR RAE IR R AR EER . BB AR
LR R G R y- R E R Ak, (HEH T A
P 4 7 S E T IR A &R, 0T DL K K AR R A
[k SE
1.2 EEEEHRET

AR B RSB R . A TR . &R
BT IR TR AR E T R
ZE5to 22 1 I T LR SR MO 78 AN FE AR 20 B
PRIIGIRIEIC Ty . R IEFIIR y- R E R - i .
& D/L-43 SR L9 B oy F- it K/ o DAAT R R 6 78
LA ZE AT ATCC9945A FIAEAR A I (14 b A 2
FUAF B A35 S ] a7 A8 55 55 45 A X y-SR AR 2R 7 1 1Y
S,

1963 4, Leonard & €37 T y-RA ARG b #
FHE E Bi 3k o Troy S5 i il 4% 21 M 514 2 ok A1k
AR D-RAMR, NI ZEHFTFH ATCC9945A
A ATP, Mg™ . K 1 T e Wl -5 A i 3=
Yoon %5 F s il g Ba Al L-25 S R AN B L85 3%,
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Table 1 Some y-PGA-producing strains and their cultivation conditions

ik g B F S REEAM DIL-BARILE y-RAEARS TR y-REER 5 SRR T
Strains Medium composition  Cultivation Ratio of Molecular weight of Concentration of References
(g/L) time (h) D/L-glutamate v-PGA (M, kD) v-PGA (g/L)
AAMMAHIAE  Glutamic acid dependent type
B. subtilis IFO3335 Glutamic acid30 96 83/17 1500 10.0-20.0 Goto, Kunioka
Glycerol 20 (1992)!"3
Citric acid 20
(NH4),S0; 10
B. subtilis Glutamic acid 20 120 (50-60)/(50—40) >1 000 13.5 Ashiuchi et al.
: Sucrose 50 (2001)
hungkook
(chungkookjang) (NH,),50, 20
NaCl 0.5-5
B. subtilis ZJU-7 L-glutamic acid 81 24 (50-70)/(30-50) 1240 54.4 Shi et al.
Sucrose 60 (2006)"4
Trypone 60
NaCl 10
B. subtilis RKY3 Glycerol 17.6 24 ND 62 48.7 Jeong et al.
Yeast extract 2.7 (2010)"!
Glutamic acid 59.6
B. licheniformis Glutamic acid 30 95 2/98 1360 10.5 Cao et al.
NK-03 Glucose 40 (2010)"
Biotin 250
ALK Glutamic acid independent type
B. licheniformis A35  Glucose 75 96 (50—80)/(50—20) 300 8.0 Cheng et al.
NH,CI 18 (1989)1
KNO; 3
B. subtilis TAM-4 Fructose75 72 78/22 200 10.0-14.0 Ito et al.
NH,CI1 18 (1996)[9]
B. subtilis C1 Citric acid 22 144 97/3 10 200 21.4 Shil et al.
Glycerol 170 (2005)""!
NH,C1 7.0
B. licheniformis Sodium citrate 40 50 ND 20-275 11.0 Shu et al.
PGA-N-Cyg Urea 16 (2009)[‘6]
Tryptone 12
B. amyloliquefaciens ~ Sucrose 50 44 1.5/98.5 470 4.4 Cao et al.
LL3 (NH,),S0, 2 2011

7 ND: KA.
Note: ND: Not determined.

WS pH o 6.5, HIEA R, L-A&MNHE  FTH ATCC9945A HifLl,

Hafn, A ZERIAFE ATCC9945A Xof Fy A6 R Al H i
(4 ) AR g, (H 37 AR A 0 431 42 JC I ARk,
AL T y-RBAER G T2, MACERFT R A35 1]
DATERS BRER PR 25 B A 0 - RV E IR . g 42
AR, PREER B R TP IS 5(0.03 atm), £
FIT y-REARKEA B LR A0 |
bl FIRER G I y- R AR, TESE AL
FRISEAREA B & A NHLCL, #ZBEAI NOs iy B 37
HAT AR y-RAEMR . Mg™ . Mn> 25200 y-3R
WA F ol D- 2R & i, IR A 24

http://journals.im.ac.cn/wswxtbcn

y- SR E IR & BEWT T H ATAE b T anfe] i 2 5
7 A . BE T OE O U RO bR, TR
Plackett-Burman design 11 (PB)5% J7 kX K5 37 3 it
rietk, VLA R EAERD L . Soliman %5 %A & RR Al
RO TR R ok M A 2E AT B SAB-26 1 £E 15 A5 itk
17 PB 404, & K,HPO,. KH,PO4. (NH4),SO,4
I B UK A 5 A y- SR A AR d B 2 Y IR AE
FH, RTFUHrkal k48 335 oL 1 y-BAEMR;
Jeong PR PB. CCD ¥ iH45 3K A5l 5 28 04T 1
RKY3 fefER g3y, BHh 17.6 /L. BEMR
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59.6 g/L. FEBERY 2.7 g/L. KoHPO42.3 g/L, y-RAH
=ik 5 48.5 ¢/l LiRGEit2¢Jrnl IR KR
JE R4 y-RE AR5, MAEPIRE N y-RAER
P & B LA 3 T B2 R0 Al 28 2 R I AR Y
A Z R B =Ko 76, o Pt Ak
WA V2 N F AR SE R T b | milR, sk Rk
KT N AIEST . Su SEUSIE YO 40 B I 1 8 P 3
(vgb) ) 5 5 20 J7 B 5 A B 28 AT 11 e (g
AR B A R ZE AT R S18-3-vgh BB IE B K ik
VHb, Y4k T HEARE T, B R T & AR B b
IE R AR, HRAREIEE 1.26 £, v-RH
ARSI T 60.5 g/L; Yeh 25N —FhEn s A i3
JE ¥ il 7 31 (Synthetic expression control sequence,
SECS) .85 DL & AR v-TRA &R A R Al 7
ZERUAT R DB430 ywsC LR 1, )45 541 A
KT PGA6-2, AL INA S 4% & e F s 4k
B i) Medium A W77 28 g/L HY y-RAAERR, 1 H
AT DME RS s i e FE bk . 26 B, il bR b
FER SR TTIE G A y- TR R TR AR 1 i A 4
AT DU AR BRI BE | AR RE T s TR G e ik K
R, BN y-RA AR

2 -RAEZREVE WA REN

V- E R A A I W fir 45, BORTA AL
[ y-SRAT SR 2 45 F TR (1 S S B A 43 ) i 2 3 7Y
(I ZEMAN) . B IR 45 K cap (Capsule), J5#
FH iy 44 A pgs (Polyglutamate synthase).
2.1 REFEFEZERER capBCA

BAHZFHUFF R AE SN v-2 D-B AR, /i 1E3%
B, O R R 2 — o FERX A R
LA 2 AN JBKL pXO1 (108 kb)Fl pXO2 (951 kb).
1989 4F, Makino %P i 3 [ B AME A, 7E Ok
pXO2 %5 SRS (B 2)8y 3 i+, If
e HHESIF : capB. capC Fl capA. iX 3 ~HA
XTTHBE T R pXO2 1Y A JH 28 F0 AT 1R 58 A8 14 11 JE B
WE B EE , Be—An], IHERT y-R D-B AR
B R RE—ZEE AR, X v- B D-BER AN
RN BB RARE . TR CapBCA 3 N8 IR

FEBR Gy M o o 6 B Xk Bk A B ) R A 0 x4
J& T IEAZ B . Urushibata 252 capBCA £ M TEkE
B K % ¥ B (Escherichia coli) P 1T R ik, KM
capB E—NMHEREN, fgmid 2 1~ EH CapB Fl
CapB’, CapBCA ML G HE VLT, Ji5h,
£ capBCA FERE T K LT it v-2R D-45 Z MRt
KRG HEH dep.o

I i e

capB capC capA dep

e S a Ve

pgsBwsC) pgsCywtd) pgsAowtB) ywtC  pgdS

2 REFMTFEEEEE capBCA SHEFHRITHE v-
RESBR S REERE pgsBCA

Fig. 2 Capsule synthase genes capBCA of B. anthracis and
poly (y-glutamic acid) synthesis genes pgsBCA of B. subtilis

20 MEFHAE BAERARBER
pgsBCA

TEVFZ G I y-TRAT &R B A, B 2 FL T T rh R AL
A /NI BR W FURL . Hara 45 P2 Ry Al R 2F 6 FF B
(Natto)Z 5 A &M & MUY 5& AL T BORL |-, H 4
R y- 4 & Bk % BK B (y-glutamyl-transpeptidase,
GGT) 55 MAK#2F FLAT T S OB B 2 A0 GGT
YT FFIAR I . Nagai 251230 % 30 B Bk % 45 i
V-RARARBA W, KR A y- R AR
A AT R 168, AL MEES .
U, AR AT b BOR IR A G y- R ARG
WA B4, GGT EHE& v-RAEAmR A it )
W ? Urushibata 252 3 T gor F R i A B AR AR 5 25
JFF B (Natto), H y-RA ZIR A W AE T IR FF A
A 25 FL A 1 (Natto) 5 3 4K 2 #6411 35 37 W b 20
A8 RN GGT RELASMIKEEIE X Rt v-RA =
M2, HHIGEMES v-RAEER A AT, Fik GGT
Bz ge— M A v-RA IR S Mk R .

Ashiuchi 2P WU B 2E AT R TFO3336 JE R4
S, TRk g y-RAA @R R AR T
B, HARETEMIANG HUE S 7 Ty y-RA AR, 1
FRBEMET 3 ANHRE: pgsB. pgsC Ml pgsd, S5RIA
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ZEAUFF IR capBCA FER [FIIEE 5T 3R 66% . 77%
1 50%. & 2 i, pgs SERHES %, T iiF yweC 5
BRI REAR I, RIRESMAY v- 2R A% 2R M R i (PgdS) Y
/N EH . M S A pgsB. pgsC. pgsd.
pgsBC. pgsBA. pgsCA M pgsBCA S5 AN[a] 3L K 9 ot
R A K IAAT B R, RS8R pgsBCA &
HABEE I y- R EIR . AR 2 AT R i A7
TEHAD y- R E IR A 22?2 Achiuchi 25200 i 3t
R B R AL BT ZE 1 AT T (chungkookjang) 1)
pgsBCA FEMH, kR IMEBRAHE K v-REAR, 1
W PegsBCA FRETEME—M v-RAEMRE IR .
Uruchibata 2527 )UK 55 25 74 1 IFO 16449 3154
B ANTFIL B EHERY 4.2 kb Fr Bt Northern 2252 7R
EATHR — DU T, Hh ywsC (pgsB) . ywid
(pgsC)Fl ywtB (pgsA)h y-RA AR A M E LN,
Western 2238 &3 YwsC & 44 kD B9 YwsC Hl
33 kD 1 YwsC'PIFE /2l nl, H [ EE 1 ywsC
FEDK gty SR EE L BAR DI RE M ANTE RE

BT IE RN, A BN pgsBCA FEDH Y W%
PSR BB, T AR B ZE AT WS L v- KA A
fREE, JEH pgsB (ywsC)Fl pgsC (ywsA) & Whia Y, 1
pgsdA (ywsB)ZAETFHY . Ashiuchil®H FH Ak & 2 1
FTHT ISW1214 ¥ 8 pesBCA JEIH Btk MA4L, &
MA41 5 AHEN pgsBCA 45K5 K 1 JFORL M o 20 1,
AR SRR Rk, Z5RRY, HAH AR
pgsBCA FEH I MA4L A e & W y-RA AR, sk
pgsA SERBTTCIL A 1 pgsB. pgsC. pgsd Xf y-R4F
ARG AR Y, XA B T 047 i A R y-
BAEIRE W Z PegsBCA WIEN SVEM ., HARM
HZEFLFT 7 Marburg168 NAES W y-RA AR, HE
HA pgsBCA FEP, W spac 7 315k v] DA
Marburg168 E.£ & WEE J1, X Ui y-RAER G M,
Tl BRI\ T~ 32 A TRl A 3l 745, B sk 1Y 28 1 1
T A AT

ENICT - ARG U P Ao 24
(1) AR NORE B ZE AT R ZTU-7 SE R 4L i 4
| pgsBCA, it pTre99A HAARH: Ak KA FF 1 IM109,
FAHE A KA FT B IM109 T F2 B REWES IE 7 & L y-R 4

http://journals.im.ac.cn/wswxtbcn

B (2) DEEECIVNA GAREES B y-RAERT
i B ZE AT TR 168 JE K41 rh 3Rk45 yws C . ywed Fl ywiB,
B3 MNEEHERA pTreHisA, AL KT E TOP10
FKKRIHFFH BL21 (DE3)iE AT 55, 4550 Mm E R A
#T v-EBAEREMEES . 3) iP5
BRI bk - R AR A B A ZE T R NK-03,
HA B y-BAE MR L&A R PR S K 98%, 1E
CL e 3E 1Y [P A Pk v v Ja e 9] A AT 13438 3 PCR 4R
PR Hb A ZFHIAT 7 NK-03 ) pgsBCA B[N, H4H % A
KW HE - A MREIE E. coli-Corynebacterium
glutamicum ZFEAREAR pXMI19 i, WAL KT
W IM109 A Z R AT ATCC13032 #4 B 41 1A,
TIT y-REDRM TS, 4) & 255
i 18 3] — iR A Z R AR TR - SR 2R 5 B A A UE
K ZF AT LL3, IR e S pgsBCA KA i it
554 SRR M RS B ZE T I IFO3336 I3 41 LX) &
P, pgsB. pgsC Fl pgsd 3 AIER AGFIE S350
81.39%. 83.33%7l1 73.80%, H HiiX} 7+ & MR AE K1 7Y
V-5 R A MU 43 AR 2 5 T B S8 4G T 8R
B EHEERH ST o mbs F B, HEE
BRI L-A AR AT LL3 AR pgsBCA HIFRiR
KK y-RA R 1, AR y- R AR A
Y& UL 2558 KLl

3 v-REFRE SR

L A K 2 g — R AR OB R AR 5 7
(BRA AR BL ) HEAT 22 KA A A, 38 X 22 6 R iy
HA SRR BT, & B RRBUE/DN, i H kA
H R IR HES AR B A% o X TREIRK Y v-RA A
MRk ut, oA U A A AR LS, R A& —Fh
ST R e P M 3 1 kg 7 X

2004 4F, Ashiuchi &5P2E5— R s T 43 25 B A A
ZEFRFT B (chungkookjang) A9 40 L i % 43, #E ATP HlI
D-B AR FIRINE T yv-RAEERR, 1R
LA R 3 #E TR B v- R AR, U] PgsBCA
RYE N TH MR L, JIF B3 A A 2 R TH e i 1% P
sCH Al AL DI RE, SR SR T — . [HE,
D-45 MR M A Y 9 ATP i 75 1 52 LU -4 I M A 7
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() ATP Ffgi6 P, X RP R T & Bl 3= 0 s )
TRt PE, i y-REER D D-7F 20 A H B
Bio AN, ATP Kf#r= S ADP 1fi RJ& AMP, y-
RG @M A REHE R B L A T Bl R, E
P i 32 4 T 2 T v EL A R 2 TN D) B I A R

y-SB A R A I R VAR AN RS L, A )
BAiAbA Rk TIRME . HIRAWFGE A R A L 1
YEF, Ashiuchi %P4 o (A SN - BIR R G A
fiti Z 1Y PgsB . PgsC. PgsA 3 A& A M EH A S,
FE X 2 R R e v . ATP BTG MEEAT I 9T, &5
A PgsB Fl PesC 456G 10 8%, 1 PgsBC
PgsA WSS G AIXTAAEL . 457 v- R AR A U 3L A
J¥ 51 R84 R 7 SR AE, R 45 AN B4 2547 T
PgsB #1255 — ol IR I BE I 4 1 g, HA 4%
SR ) ATP 7K R B RAE; PgsC 1Y & (B P57 T
G R sk sy, A y-RAE ARG A i ek
B, WTRES PgsB K 4L R AW B G M A
PgsA K FIRERR R il 52 R R A C fE AR -, LAk
VBN ia ARG y-TR A 2R = 30 AT M v O A7 A
FETF, E ISR (4 S

y-BE IR G B A F 52 24 11 A BRI 25
R 45 A Sk A S PR 7 0 . SR R 5 AR Ak
ST A ROV L AR, e B . R
AYfE B2ETF B, TR i G AR R, f AT
H =Yk ok, -3 MO 5, JF 1 5 4 T
fift BEA il 2R XTI AR A L y- R R i K D
S s AL A PR VR, ORI y- R AR 1Y
5k sy, DUSERE G EA ERE X,

4 T-REDBRNAKEE

WAE - R RO R BRI E YR, A
MIASBEIE R A KBRS . PRI BT | SR )
SRR R RS SRR AR A AR
RN b S olEET e N (A 1 4 I i AN P
I i< K7/ L O 1A U= TR [ Bl T SPAVAGE 8

V- R RN O A 1) 2 R BB R K
PR KA B K B it A T Tl ) R il T 2040 H
AHIFE R Zoad -G LR ST P ) v-R A AR AR

JE AR 5 R A A AN (PAC) B h ol B e I, iF
177 M KR LR EESL 00 K B, X 4 52 I o 7R AR
W (45 10 mg/L)B ] 35 3] B4 2LEERUR, A MY
FEAR TRl - SR E R 0 A, T Hs T AR
BRI G . - R E IR UK S 5 Y 45 14
FsE BUKBEIE, S /KT 2052 5, XTI
PR A5 ELAG AR 5 14 A DA B S 3 %) L N R ) R
FrP,

- SR A R A% 1) B 5 TR BE T &5 B 1E L
25, SCEPE R VR o B S R K R A 22
W49 25 ) 22 A2 85 (Paclitaxel, TXL)FI y- S84 2 iR b
FRRESS, BAREE A, B M b 2]
AL ZUE B 25 S AZ B, gt EPR AN (MR
AN BB MR ORI ) K #EVEH o Hela
4 2R 17 & PR, TXL F PGA-TXL X 4 g 2545 4101 Hi
YERL, (B& PGA-TXL RCRAHXTF, FEH T y-K
BHEMPE T TXL WiEfE, A, v-REdmS
BH 5 7 2 1 0 A 790 - DU o 3 — FH LR AL 8% (MTAB)
/o 3k = H LR AL £ (STAB), i i # A FH A i
Wi SEVER B & A %) PGA-MTAB Fl PGA-STAB, &7
A TXL, WA AR F RN, P H A
MR L (MTT)I 2 T AR A I 802, S5 4 TH
WRER) TXL ORI, (2 vt T M,
Gk B AR BT I, T 3 A A N R R
B, ARE T 2R R RS

y-RARR) TR WY & T 5 AE K &
U BE Y, T AR T R A R AN el R AR AR 7 AR
gzl 7= M S5 K (L-/D- AR e i) . o F i 1EH
MG E AR AR, AR y-RAZ IR 587 1]
B FEE R TR m: — 5 w4k s 3R H A B
OBk R T O R AR, AR R A R AR
G, JEX AR BT, RIS A AR A
FER IR A R, B R A E R AT R L
T A E R T B - RARR A R
Ko H—IrEE TR y-REEMA AR R XA
PBURI R E, @t e Eka G . SRR &
REMEMG . B IR E R B FAEYF 5015
SEOTHRARGE, G54 3HME A B E . A
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DL AT RGEA5, KEAURE R SRk F g 2 fE L, B -
A AR ARG AR, S RO LR 5™ 1 i
PITEEAE M. FAT, ASWFFEIE LR BEAT i 0B 25 1
FFA LL3 LRI Fe AR, 456 y-RAa dm s
D J 1 5 DR R 19 7 87 8 A A 4 SRR (A B0 15

2 % X W
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