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Isolation, Preservation, and Species Identification of
a Toxigenic Strain of Microcystis from Chaohu Lake
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Hefei, Anhui 230039, China)

Abstract: We isolated and purified a Microcystis strain, Chaohu-1, from Chaohu Lake by the method of
plate streaking and liquid culture. After the successive steps of methanol extraction and solid-phase ex-
traction, it was confirmed that the algae strain produces MC-LR as analyzed by HPLC. The algae cells
were green and spherical, while the population displayed a random reticulate form. The phycocyanin
intergenic spacer region (PC-IGS) was amplified by whole-cell PCR, cloned and sequenced. The
PC-IGS sequence showed a degree of similarity of 99% with those of Microcystic aeruginosa strains
downloaded from GenBank. A combination of the analysis results both at morphological and molecular
levels indicated that for the first time we have isolated a Microcystis aeruginosa strain in Chaohu Lake,
and we named it Chaohu-1. Moreover, we established an effective method for its cryopreservation and

cell resuscitation, which laid foundation for the long-term preservation and the future research.
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THAERE (Microcystis) & Wi 1] (Cyanophyta) . (2.ER
49 (Chroococcophyceae) O k¥ H (Chroococcales) .
{6, EBR 3B (Chrococcaceae) B — &, &2 R 437 /Y
B, T EHFRMK T 58 Sk, o k™ E
(7K AR AR PRBE IR) R, G v ) 77 B Ak ™ A Y Tl 0 o B3
F(MCs) B XK A 2R ) % 28 N 2 Mt B ) v 76 Jak
fpt, 3890 BT AR A B AR R S
L R e ik P 5 7E 9 ) ST 5 17 AR 5 2

H iR E O A 178 2 Hh Il i i e o 28 0 s sl Ak 15
P T AR, AR K R, R e
AT 03809 745 M 0 T R, 0 R L 4 S Ak B )
THREBE RS . 7 S 00 22 BRI T 4 25 75 30 4l e
chaohu-1, HPLC Al 7 H ™ 8k, JFAI 18
#H [ %L A 8] B% /7 %1 (Phycocyanin intergenic spacer,
PC-IGS)EA [F) il Jag 18] 7775 22 S P 9 45 i, PCR 373
ZITAN, %o T HAE R e, BIR I TR
BAFE NI, NS #pLl X LA B THRA
WFFEHRAL T PR B

1 MRS

1.1 MERS S

1.1.1  EHCRIRERIEF KM 2009 4F 4 A M ELHIR
FE, K IAlJ5 8000 r/min &.0> 5 min, HUFE)Z TG
FKEE, REJURE EP 45K HF A JCIR B4,
TUIE . BURIZ WL E BG-11 1 i F 5 35 21
T SR, 1595 A 2500 Tux, JGREAN 12 h:12 h,
IR 25°C + 1°C, #EEFE 7-10d,

1.1.2 RSB BIZURG s RO R
W, FE5 1.5%B IR BEAY BG-11 - b A e Fp 2R 2
2, FEEFE, 7-10 d JEPREUR EEYE 28 EE BG-11
WARKESR . Bt bR L, EEIJLR. BT
L Z% 355 1 LT A R A

1.2 MCs #eBUR A

1.2.1 MCs REHI &: WAoBARNFNERY
250 mL, 8000 r/min &5.0> 10 min, 1% 4°C {715,
UUTEZREI R, A 20 mL 5% B A aERE, TAE
A 400 W, WEHE 3 s, (B 3 so 8000 r/min #f.0
10 min, & If L. 8 20 mL 40%H BEdh £2
20 min, HE 1K, G LG, 70°C gk 7% %, Wi
Wit 0.45 pm JEME, SRR C g AR B 4l fb (H
fR5EH 10 mL. 100%H EEFE Ak, RS T 40% H B
WRVEZ T, SRIE LA 80% FH AT 0.02% TFA TRA WL

Il MCs). HEBUR 70°C Jighk 78 kW4 & 2 mL,
1.2.2 MCs H) HPLC #: #2401 MCs {fH
Agilent HPLC 1100 1%, JghAH V we:V x = 60 : 40, it
0.7 mL/min, #1: 40°C, EHMEGMPH K 238 nm,
FEHE 10 uls
1.3 EEZETE

WRZ B YA [ A AR b Hh P B 3R, e sk
Bt . KNSR, PR e U 28 R R B 77 3
G, ZWERARIEERE, BRI,
14 HFEYFETE
1.4.1 RIBBEALTE: 425 Al FE 00 B 2 BRI
WGEHHAMMEL N 1 x 10°4/mL, P E.L 5 L
WK B, BARRES 4°C fRAFR T, SR JCHIK
HEJF-20°C HiAfr, Sk xRk, E5
K, YV
1.4.2  SI¥i&it: PCR ¥ 343 ik 8 1 64 (] m) R 7
HI(PC-IGS) LAY & Pr alifb etk iy M B e e v o DA
CRIEE | B (Oscillatoria) . IR TE(Nostoc) . i
IR ¥ (Anabaena) %5 2 T 5 S 2K 85, Wil I
51, EIm5149 Pep (5-TGATCGTTGCTTAAATGG
TCT-3)AZ M54 Pca (5'-GGTGGTGTAGGGGTA
YTTKT-3") b 5 = e 5 A Y H AR A 7 A .
1.43 PCR RE{KFEKIERF: PCR [} Biometra
Tgradient, MWK Z20 pL, 1710 x Buffer 2.0 pL,
MgCl, (25 mmol) 1.2 pL, 5% (10 pmol/L)%%
1.0 uL, dNTPs (10 mmol) 1.0 pL, Tag B§0.5 puL, ik
2.0 pL, HAYHS/ R KAMNE . BTN 94°C
5 min; 94°C 30 s, 49°C/55°C 1 min, 72°C 1 min, 34>
PEER; 72°C 10 min. 3734 7= ¥ FH 1%350 5 A FlL K,
Bio-Rad B¢ 1% R ge kil
1.4.4 PC-IGS 52 F: PCR =¥ ] Axygen JiZ[1]
oG & alifh, Kralifk =95 pMD18-T (TaKaRa)#,
g, BEAL KBTI BL21 A2 540, % PCR
e F5 3% i < 30 i A U RE R 2 W
1.5 MEERERER

HEAb TR S A 2l R B VKA e, G B
B EP B, A AIINA 5%, 10%F01 15%Z 9 FE 1)
K, 25 FH-70°C — 4 0RAFM-20°C [ 1 h
JG=70°C HRAE 2 R R URAFAL BRBERE o S I3 I B
EP &L Z)'E T UK . 25°C. 30°C, 35°C £l 40°C 5
PRI AG . R S8 2Rl 4k 5 8000 r/min 5.0
2 min ZERHH, BrifE IR E R, RO 1R,
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JE R, REILK, fefsRlRR Rl 20
BT SRR AR S A — 3, BEIRIRSR (@, 20 fek
TS IEIE, 4005 i 45 AW s oA a5 i
B TR b 345, 37 WG el o 6 2 kA R L
ZeUA, VLR ESAR 3 T BEERE, B 1 PR
2.2 MCs #a4ER

PRy MCs 4 HPLC K, Hi s ) a] &
5.303 min, FRFE MC-LR Hilg)E 5.304 min, 40 2
Ji7R o Cig [EAHZE U I ANBE 56 42 Bk 22 24, HPLC
AE W LAY 0, EURE i R W RBR AR 1) U B[]
FAR 2, ULz A i ek B, HoOb RN
BRI LR,

-02
-03

1 RMEES
Fig.1 Morphological characteristic of the algae cells

2.3 PC-IGS ¥TE4 R

T, P i (R 3A) I A2 o il (1%
3B) P 5 0 b B AN 34 e D 1 /N F 500 bp
B H B4, 5 H A 469 bp AT, S BERE T,
{E>h 55°C, RmiabHE T, {H N 49°C. FRpmhih P 440
Jifl PCR AU S F A2 1A - s 0 A b A, 3R
A I R DNA SE 8 MR R KO R e Il H 19 2%
P, 148 pMDI1S-T 21K, PRI 7T S T PCR K
T, it T e 4 B B AR )RR A R WY

mAU

0 1 2

3 4 5 6

2 MCs &i%E
Fig.2 Chromatogram of MCs

TE: A: FEAL; Br MC-LR ARifE .
Note: A: Sample; B: Standard MC-LR.
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bp

500

3 PC-IGS PCR ¥ # & i

Fig. 3 Electrophoretic profile of PC-IGS amplified by PCR
A B AR B: WAL 1: PCR F=#; M: 100 bp marker.

Note: A: Ultrasonication; B: Freeze-thaw cycles. 1: PCR products;
M: 100 bp marker.

P iZEAR AT 4 4 Chaohu-1, FF3#E%8 GenBank,
o5 GU220882, MIF 455 BLAST R, ¥4
EEF 515 GenBank T A A 224 S i 2 T
SRR F] 99%, H PC-IGS ¥4 5 £ 4 1
W W W AR TS £ E R4S R g e — 8,

Microcystis aeruginosa FACHB-936
Microcystis aeruginosa FACHB-908
Microcystis aeruginosa FACHB-907
Microcystis aeruginosa chaohu-1
Microcystis aeruginosa PCC7806
Microcystis aeruginosa NPLJ-4
Microcystis aeruginosa UAM-AR3G

4 chaohu-1 F0&${F ™

GGGCTAGTCTCAATTAAACCG TAGGAAACTTATTGCAAGATTATTG
CCCTGGGGCTAGTCTCAATTAAACCG TAGGAAACTTATTGCAAGATTATTGGGAGATACCAAACA

=i

E

UAM-AR3G (Spain). NPLJ-4 (Brazil). FACHB-907/
908/936 (China), 5 PCC7806 (France){{ A2 1 4™
H, WK 4 FiR.

EALZ () LU0 2 8 v A B X 3 Tl 174 e ]
KFR, FIH PC-IGS J¥ 41 By 51 g 7 i i IX 431k
PWMIE R, WIEEN cpeB M cped FEH 0] FE P
G ETETER A2 X, 75 A JE B 2 A AR 9 0 R <71k,
A DL LS A R AS [l [ 1 22 5 U0, e 2 Y
O FUETT R E A EIAN, ENSMARE! T,
RO R E W S 0 B R SR 12 R - e
BWBPIRG R AWML, METMEERARRER
Ln B] G % 22 3 (Planktothrix agardhii) . ¢ A B
(Oscillatoria limosa) . 7K*E W 22 3 (Aphanizomenon
flos-aquae) . 1AKAE#E (Anabaena bergii), MG
Bk#E (Nostoc linckia), WHE 5, ZRIEE% 54074
YIrE o e R, FRATIA R i bk mT 5 258 A 4 4 ik

£ S8

CCCTGGGGCTAGTCTCAATTAAACCG TAGGAAACTTATTGCAAGATTATTGGGAGATACCAAACA
CCCTGGGGCTAGTCTCAATTAAACCG TAGGAAACTTATTGCAAGATTATTGGGAGATACCAAACA
CCCTGGGGCTAGTCTCAATTAAACCG TAGGAAACTTATTGCAAGATTATTGGGAGATACCAAACA
CCCTGGGGCTAGTCTCAATTAAACCG TAGGAAACTTATTGCAAGATTATTGGGAGATACCAAACA

CCCTGGGGCTAGTCTCAATTAAACCG TAGGAAACTTATTGCAAGATTATTGGGAGATACCA A ARYA

GAGATACCAAACA

¥ PC-IGS BYF %! b3

Fig. 4 The alignment between PC-IGS of Chaohu-1 and M. aeruginosa

Microcystis aeruginosa FACHB-936 (AY568703.1)
Microcystis aeruginosa FACHB-908 (AY568704.1)
Microcystis aeruginosa PCC7806 (AF195177.1)

[ Microcystis aeruginosa chaohu-1 (GU220882.1)

Microcystis aeruginosa FACHB-907 (AY568706.1)
Microcystis aeruginosa NPLJ-4 (FJ801046.1)
Microcystis aeruginosa UAM-AR3G (EU643826.1)

Planktothrix agardhii SC11 (EF680774.1)

Oscillatoria limosa SC7 (EF680775.1)

Aphanizomenon flosaquae AFA-4 (EU822493.1)

Anabaena bergii ANA360D (F1234880.1)

0.01

& 5

Nostoc linckia PACC5085 (AY466120.1)

chaohu-1 YR G 4 & Bt

Fig. 5 Phylogenetic tree of strain chaohu-1
TE: 2B 0.01 SR SZMIFFI 25, 55 )T 5 GenBank 1K %5

Note: Bar 0.01 represents sequence divergence, the GenBank accession number are showed in parentheses after each strain name.
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38 3 /R R AE e B 95 O 1 38 U e B A
SULHREH I . —70°C EIEAA 1 AH, RAKSE
ZBFHREF 30°C /K 28 FHR AR 05 B A0,
PR ARAT B B VKA TRV R4 e A ) R R
PO EA R E R, IR R IR E] 93%, R
B A BRI DR A T 5
3 itk

WAy B ARG TR B B — Y AR, R H AR
FEEEBZM R, O TS S I HER I . T
PR EERRE A BEEAR KW MCs, 7K AR sl
Y EEE XTI LS P E AR R 0 A Y, B R
S TENY . 20054E KB MCs RYS2 N8 B 2
TCHHES Y A PE R, 25T TR T ER AR i )
BRI G, O BE AR TR A ST 2 H AT AR
M. T NOAA/AVHRR V%8R S K #E 15 i
AT B R BEE N E RN Z K, AA B8
T AR B A 19%F139%L 01, AR Yk SR 45 986 il 0k 7 4
H BERRDKAER kR EZE B, S
KRV ZREVERE BUBAR, AR AN R s . 2% .
Boo. BE. BRSANTIZE, Shit2efhs, JHvh bl ap i e e
JEAE XRS5 B 1 FE chaohu-1
TEARHES CRERKEZ ) PP, B baF%
SE A LRy ] S R0 i, 3 R o ol e T SRLTB 1Y
BRI AR TR R o GG BB B A5 5
B MR BRI SRR MEE R, B HE LIS B TR
TEME, SR FH AR ST i 40 42 FB AR 15 SR AR 45 G 1 5 ik
EIE S AT, GRS Yy 4a B 2E Bk .

Brge gy Ak P o s A, W SR AR B
XFT BG-11 ¥ 325 b MC-LR 7= T s mi ), 4
22 SCHRYE S MCs Aol 5 12 2220 AR il | 4
P o3 walll NI K ek o3 iwalll I E WL A2 oL/ o3 a1 B d i BN I (B
R EHERPEAR G, ELISA e i I ) o5 52—y
oAk B A% B3 SN TR o SO SE B R Ak 22 43
Bk B i 1) e 280 € 3% (HPLC) R I, 125 ik
. R, AT LT 4 T I B R L 4R
YBUHH 45 B0 2 S AR 7 A2 ) MICs 81 C g [T AHZE BiURE 40
1k, HPLC il F 4K v A7 e Zu 0, (HAIARAE LR BHA
FEAHH IR A 1 WA BsF (i), 3K tho e i i e Ak 2 2 7 A
LR, LR Efb2r85twiin Ra il MCs, HZH
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FRAME T BERE SRR ] RE R A28 4k, IO 1A
P2 T Ben] DU B — MR, A SR S A 2 0 B
BRI R R 8, 2 E S X
AAE AT IR AT B BB RO AR S e e, it
— UL T PC-IGS 1 7r FARiC iy al ATk

BARAE I AR Cad A b A7 A Qe i UL, 5 Bl A
BEAR I AR S, e B O AR B P A
W 7 R A I P mey MO B B A5 2878
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T B I 2 95 AT LAAR G 1) fife R 2 A5 37 1) b o
AMEHBNETE . ALERE W 4°C B R IMAL
B ALV R Tl R A, 2RI 52 REHE w25 bk 1 A2 3% 1l
DA AR B 1) H i, i i b 2 95 07 5K
SRR, —70°C — L REIR REIA BN HIRICR
TEBAE A U I I B A, 7 BRSO BT S 85 5%
LUk T, AR IR AR R A b S B R
DLYE, dEMTBEARILT

Lf bR, AR SIER o B A0 U5 ik AT I A0 AR,
S IE A E R T A Y S R A 2R I B, HPLC
I 5 S TR, JREESL T A AT B UR AR S O R
Fo GERXT BRI I3 T L WA BT 58 MR B2
BT BA S50
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