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NODULES
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Abstract: 50 strains of peanut rhizobia [Bradvrhizobium sp. (Arachis)], which were isolated from root nodules
of over 20 peanut culuvars in 16 types of soil in 11 provinces of China, were compared with 4 strains of peanut
rhizobia from Zimbabwe and 7 strains known species of Bradvrhizobiym (B, linoningense, B jfaponicum, B
elkanii) by performing a numerical analysis of 128 phenotypic features. The result showed that all of the strains
were clustered at the similarity Jevel of 75%, and groupl and groupll were gathered at the level of 76% and
77%, respectively. Each group further was respectively separated into 6 subgroups at the level of 85% and 87%.
The result suggested that peamnn rhizobia from china could not be differentiated from the 1hree known species of
Bradyrhizobium, bur there probably existed new species or subspecies in the subgroups and those strains not
belonging to apy subgroup, and existed significant genetic diversity,
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