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5§ ZE: #7%(Gelsemium elegans)h B4k A4 Bk Atidn, BAHRAEFHA A, 2L
KBV HKBRATNYrh, BRIZBRKEEERANANARTHAERELZEL, LhmaR
F (ethylene responsive factor, ERF)/& T AP2/ERF £ % B F A Kk M R, AL % M8 1 Z R L F
RABRABAER . AR I T 405 IR B AT IR D) 69 of BLAKR A 18 69 GEERF 49 unigene /5, #1
) 1% 5% S A~ Bl it XKML (reverse transcription-polymerase chain reaction, RT-PCR)4Z K4 ==t i %,
%354 GeERF4B-1 # % A T4) cDNA &K A7, AM15 &3 54 AW, GeERFAB-1 A R 7K i ik
AERE A 759 bp, %A 252 NRAERR, ZAAR ST E A4 27 kDa, TR AH AL &Y st F K&
8. RZABMMKOHTLERL T, GeERF4B-1 & T ERF RK#4k6) B-4 LM R . LmMi s e R
%80, GeERF4B-1 #AxfeémfA%. 528F % X% % PCR (real time quantitative PCR, RT-qPCR) 5 #7 &
9, GeERFAB-1 A E ik, Z. »t ¥ HRH KA, ARTHREAETRG. ZK4°CRE. XART
B (methyl jasmonate, MeJA)#= . % B& (abscisic acid, ABA)Z ¥ )5, A8tk T8, GeERF4B-1 A H ¥
WEF LA, 25 E 24 h R 48 h BB, K UZ A B AMm LR MeJA F= ABA il
7 A4 (sodium chloride, NaCl)A=F F 432 /5, GeERF4AB-1 A R #)#i5F T AR, s,
GeERF4B-1 A H 9 Rz kX HAK, HFRF RN 52 kDa #98ke-F 8. FHMARIEL R I T,
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Identification and functional analysis of the transcriptional
factor GeERF4B-1 in Gelsemium elegans

YOU Chuihuai', CHEN Ruigqi', SUN Xinlu?, LI Yingying®, SU Yachun®"

1 College of Life Sciences, Fujian Agriculture and Forestry University, Fuzhou 350002, Fujian, China
2 Key Laboratory of Sugarcane Biology and Genetic Breeding, Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs, Fujian
Agriculture and Forestry University, Fuzhou 350002, Fujian, China

Abstract: Gelsemium elegans, a vine plant of Loganiaceae, has both medicinal and forage
values. However, it is susceptible to low temperatures during growth. Exploring low
temperature response genes is of great significance for cold resistance breeding of G. elegans.
Ethylene response factors (ERFs) are the transcription factors of the AP2/ERF superfamily and
play a crucial role in plant stress response. In this study, based on the unigene GeERF involved
in the response to low temperature stress in the transcriptome of G. elegans, a full-length cDNA
sequence of the transcription factor GeERF4B-1 was cloned from the leaves of G. elegans by
reverse transcription-polymerase chain reaction (RT-PCR). Bioinformatics analysis showed that
GeERF4B-1 had an open reading frame of 759 bp, encoding a protein composed of 252 amino
acid residues and with a relative molecular weight of 27 kDa. The deduced protein was
predicted to be an unstable, alkaline, and hydrophilic protein. The phylogenetic tree showed that
GeERF4B-1 was in the same clade as the B-4 subfamily of the ERF family. The results of the
subcellular localization experiment revealed that GeERF4B-1 was located in the nucleus. Real
time quantitative PCR (RT-qPCR) analysis indicated that GEERF4B-1 was expressed in the
root, stem, and leaf of G. elegans, with the highest expression level in the root. Compared with
the control, the treatments with a low temperature (4 °C), methyl jasmonate (MeJA), and
abscisic acid (ABA) up-regulated the expression level of GEERF4B-1, which reached the peak
at 24—48 h. This result revealed that GEERF4B-1 actively responded to low temperature, MeJA,
and ABA stresses. However, both sodium chloride (NaCl) and drought treatments
down-regulated the expression of GEERF4B-1. In addition, a prokaryotic expression vector of
GeERF4B-1 was constructed, and a fusion protein of approximately 52 kDa was yielded after
induced expression. The results of the plate stress assay showed that compared with the control,
the prokaryotic strain expressing GeERF4B-1 demonstrated enhanced tolerance to low
temperatures and sensitivity to salt and mannitol stresses. This study provides theoretical
references and potential genetic resources for breeding G. elegans varieties with stress resistance.

Keywords: Gelsmium elegans;, ERF transcription factor; biological function; adverse stress;
expression analysis

EW)(Gelsemium elegans) i Bl AL HaefRER T ALy, ERELSEWAHHEY, R
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Wi o IS K BRAE W BB A SR I RE
HAPMRER . srRD . sm™. bifEq> . m
BRI AR TS TR, TEFREEA T, B
T LME e E AR, IREE & YUREE ™,
BV REVE A AEP IR A TR L R HGREE, XA
R D M G E AR R S B IR
o FlE AT g 245 A A A TR 0 AS i 2%
A, X HER AR BRI A o B R ) R O i ™
Fl U AN, BV AR TR AR A AR IR
WA 32 PR 22, MR EEREALT 5 °Cht,
gt 7AE , KIFE AR TR P N FE ARG IR
wWARML H, SRV FEARTEIENE T 0 4
AL X 8 W 9% U5 A O A AT R A1 B
Z ¥ Wi Jvj [K] f- (ethylene-responsive factor,
ERF)A AP2/ERF §% 5 [+ B , ZEAEY)
Iz 4534 . ERF JBZ IR, KA Loy
& DREB #% 5 [ ¥ (dehydration responsive
element binding protein, DREB) (A-1-A-6)Y5
ERF (B-1-B-6)!" AN 2H . #5845 R 8K,
ERF % K12 5P RO . &k
FH R E B A A U 2R
YiliE 5, ERF st 4 5 AR A Yy s haa A ¢
SER IR, HEITR TR 3 55 sl
TEARIEIA 44T, #64€(Chimonanthus praecox)
PmMERF109 FlI PmMERF109-like 3 [K % ik iE I
T8 Fiti(Solanum lycopersicum) ERF15 i 1t
B A CBFL, WRKY6 fll SAG21-like R Ay
Ja s DA g LR IE , T3R5 Fah oA I 1) g
J1, MiEs ERF15 JEN & M AE R X IE ft 52 P
TN 15T i 2 (Mandragora caulescens)?”! |
Iyl >~ (Phalaenopsis Aphrodite)?!! | 3¢ (Apium
graveolens)* 145 Z i 4 . F 56 T ERF 4 5%
PR 1) 45 0 S HLAE AR P38 T Y 2R3540t Utk
4b, ERF ¥ 1110 2 51875 /KA IR (salicylate,
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SA). Z A2 (jasmonic acid, JA), Z /i (ethylene,
ET)FIJIi 7% iR (abscisic acid, ABA)Z5 15518 I,
A RE A XK . T 5 . SR S5 e PR
0 HE 3 I g R R

HAl, XT84V ERF SRR 8. R
TIRF V) GeERF JEH B E Y- Mifig, A58
FE T UR B2 5 s 2H B50H v S 30 1 o 24 A1 Uk
B Y] GeERF 5% 511741, Wit frh
se PR GeERF4B-1 J:[H (194K cDNA 741,
IEXPZEE R AT AU kAR L IR R
JPiE T RIS . WAIMEE AL . A% R Pl
JoiaE Bk, USRSy AP vk o 5 A it
S5 L R BRI

1 MRETE

1.1 EYHR

S BT RS WA R R B B AR A e
KER, SmERMRKERE LBREE RS
BB 8 H SRR TUREAS W) o SR AR B A W)
AFHLAAR , 2 HE, B T-80 °CIHRIF. #
o SR SR (R B W &)y 1 T S0 s A — B
e, BWEKHE B, 2Rl#T 4 CIRR
Jilp 36 40 FE . 100 umol/L ZE #ij R H ik (methyl
jasmonate, MeJA)FI 100 pmol/L ABA M Jifii £ )
41 - A FRLL K2 400 mmol/L NaCl I+ 5 (+
585 K AR PR R ) R K 1 1 (5545)% , R
17:00-18:00 s FH - 587K 4300 o A I 2 7% - 3%
oK, FFRME TR R IE) Bhaa b B AE AR AL
FE 0. 6. 12, 24 h I4EN |, MeJA 1 ABA
AEEEF 0. 6. 12, 24, 48 h W4ENtF, NaCl
MTRAHT 0. 3. 5. 7dEMFH, MEET
—80 °CIR-AF . TAALFRIEE 3 NMEYETEL
1.2 2 RNA f2EUK ¢DNA &%

K Trizol 5 X1 i A #WIAE fh E47 5L RNA
FLHL, RNA ¥ E M cDNA & 5% ki
E R
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1.3 $31) GeERF4B-1 £ E 5= & X 751534

R IR 2 T B R A ) A SR 2 B A
£ W S ARG I B 38 ) GeERF4B-1 3 [H J¢ 41
(GenBank &3¢ 5. PQ274242), it NCBI ¥
ST RES 1 PI(FR 1), AW i cDNA A
M, #E47T PCR U3 . Bl . i&#edeib . M)y
Bt {fi [l ProParam. SignalP 4.1 Serve.
TMHMM-2.0, NCBI Blast, DNAMAN7 #{4:%f
FW) GeERFAB-1 Jit [K 4 it 85 (1 1 FRALPE IR L {55
SRR B REAE AL SORN [ SR T b . SR
MEGA7 1 ¥ ) 4B $ 1 (neighbor-joining)
(bootstrap=1 000), ¥ GeERF4B-1 5 NCBI ;&
#| iy [6) I8 ¥ 51 K % 4£ (Catharanthus roseus)
CrERF (GenBank #3¢'5: KAI5674761.1), %
A MO B (Nicotiana syl vestris) NsERF (GenBank
S, XP_009770784.1)F10HE(Coffea arabica)
CaERF (GenBank #3%%5: XP_027063176.1),
D) % © 4R 38 1Y 7K 75 (Oryza sativa) . &5 % (Sorghum
bicolor) il % Kk (Zea mays) DREB (A-1-A-6)5
ERF (B-1-B-6)& [1 /741"y i R g b b .
1.4 THRBaENRL

SHEFWAN TP, HH GeERF4B-1 3L
B IV 41 it 7€ 7 2 4&  pFAST-R05-GeERF4B-1-GFP
(35S::GeERF4B-1::GFP). i BH Ik B 4 Jihr il s
# JT k. pFAST-R05-GFP (35S::GFP)43 il A4

*®1 FWMRFAASIY

FI GV3101 S8 A5 40 i ( i MEs A= M1 H R A
BRAFD), 4 PCR BUF)S, 75 MEULEE R A
PR LB WA SR b i 8 MR K
ODggo N 0.6-0.8 5}, 5 000 r/min B5.[> 5 min J5
£ B, WA 10 mmol/L H JLRE R £, g |
10 mmol/L S fbBE A1 200 mmol/L 2,k T 7 i Y
{RUSH, PR B A 2 ODgo=0.8, HEAL#HE
3h, BEJ5, 540008% marker J£[K NoH2B (417
1 H2B) A f= G4 v 55 LU TR AT, IR S 4 A T
TESPA IRt f, WE355% 10 hJ5, 7E28 °CT
IR 16 h/BARE 8 h K537 2 d. BYHC: S i il 45 2%
B, FHOEIL R A BT (Leica) T WALV 41 i
FENIE DL
1.5 RT-qPCR 731k

MR E Tl GeERFAB-1 JLIK 241, i
Beacon Designer 8 #{ i it e sl 5] 4 (&
1) DLk 4 00 cDNA FESVE iR, i
17928 6 % & PCR (real time quantitative
PCR, RT-qPCR)JZ i, 434t GeERF4B-1 KL 75
WA FZHEL . 4 °CLiE . ABA. MeJA B
TR RE K O E 3N FEL
A3 W AR T, HH DL IC B K AR A BH Xt
M, RT-qPCR W F2J¥: 50 °C 2 min; 95 °C
10 min; 95°C 15s, 60 °C 1 min, 45 Mg,
FJF ABI PRISM7500 Real-time PCR System 17

Table 1  Primers used in this study

Primer name Primer sequence (5'—3") Usage
GeERF4B-1-F ATTCCCTCACCCAAACTCAC Gene cloning
GeERF4B-1-R GGACTAATAGCAGACCGACCAA

GeERF4B-1-G-F
AGCAGC
GeERF4B-1-G-R
CAGT
GACGGAGATTGCGACATAGC
TTCATCCATCCATCCATCAGAGA
CAAATTGGGCAGAGGCCACC
TCTGGGGCTGGCTGTAGAAT

GeERF4B-1-Q2F
GeERF4B-1-Q2R
GeCUL-F
GeCUL-R

GGGGACAAGTTTGTACAAAAAAGCAGGCTTCATGCGGAGAGGCAG Construction of

gateway entry vector

GGGGACCACTTTGTACAAGAAAGCTGGGTCGAGACATAGAGCTGTG

RT-qPCR

&: 010-64807509

X: cjb@im.ac.cn
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JNE, ffi 2 2aC R AR Rk .
IBM SPSS Statistics 24 44 #r 4 3 1k
-, R Graphpad Prism 9.5.0 {4 VE K . 5256
PR 45 KU E R 2 (X s)Fon, R
B[R K JF 2% 43 BT (One-way  ANOVA)iE47 4 1]
H#
1.6 BEEFRIESH

L GEERF4B-1 (1) BH 4k 7 [ oA R B, )
I Gateway Al 1#i{A51% GeERF4B-1-G-F/R
(F DFFAT PCR 15 . B W e v UK [Tl
afifk,, 318 1 BP v [Gateway™ BP Clonase™ II
Enzyme Mix (Invitrogen)] i # A ] # 1K
pDONR-207 Fffb KIAFF A DHSo J&52 2524
M. B FE R IE R pDONR-207-GeERF4AB-1 f5i
B2 LR 2 I [Gateway® LR Clonase™ II
Enzyme Mix (Invitrogen)]f4 3t 21| J5U82 & ik 2 {4
pEZYHb, Z3tHW PCR FIEHIES , #FH
PR H 20 [Tk pEZY Hb-207-GeERF4B-1 1725 2 Jif
#i pEZYHb % ARG RS2 B4 Rossetta
(DE3), ZE G A ZA N ER RPN LB AR5
HR B = B ODgoo=0.6, A 100 pL 0.8 mmol/L
5t N HE -B-D- it 18 2 FL W 1T (Isopropyl-beta-D-
thiogalactopyranoside, IPTG), F 37 °CH#kizk:
o EBAWHHFHEST 0. 4. 10, 20 h Bk,
25 AR PEXT BEZE 55 0 h A 20 h BURE . T
FEAL T 10 000 r/min 5.0 10 min A FA,
BN 100 puL 1xprotein loading buffer, /K
7 min /5, 12 000 r/min .0> 5 min, B 10 uL |
ST SDS-PAGE #EfcH b4 1H vk, IFH
2 T G A R G B AR R
1.7 FARBMBIEIE

FRHL Rossetta+pEZYHb-207-GeERF4B-1 i
RossettatpEZYHb WKV EE TA N ERH AR
PUHER LB AR RS 37 3L 5 35 2 W ODigoo=0.6,
A IPTG 3l 5, A1 LB AR 57 5 1A
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TR 2 ODgoo=1.0, FHEAT 107 A1 107 Fi e .
BO10 pL WS TR A N E R RPN LB F
M b, #E4°CTHFR 0. 3. 7. 14d )5, 37°CH:
3% 14 hJEHAM . ¥ 10 pL B ASRET S 150,
300, 450 mmol/L NaCl fIE N H&E =Pl LB
SEARE, 37 °CRE3% 16 h J54AME. 585 10 uL Hik
JRETE 100, 200, 300 mmol/L H &R KT
FRPUE LB b, 37 °CHiF 16 h J54AME,

2 BER54

2.1 $4M) GeERF4B-1 EEK = ESFFI 0

FEFHTATZ 48 2B AE 4 °CAIRIEME 24 h B
B KA (log2 FC = 4.39)11 GeERF4B-1 J [l
A9 unigene 341 (unigene ID: c23872.graph _cl),
BT sa BESI W . FIFH 30 5% S B 6 il i X S
(reverse transcription-polymerase chain reaction,
RT-PCRFEA, WEIW M F o r gk 1 555
GeERF4B-1 3L [ (GenBank & 5% 5. PQ274242)
P A5 K/ 239 bp)W& 9% S e B (A
1) HEWMERF T4 REY], GeERF4B-1 X
DR A FF 2 HE R B2 R 759 bp, 4 252 R
HPR, HEAMXSrFREA 27 kDa, FH AN
8.31, AFasE RBN 60.33, FH B KIEH-0.62
(<0), #EM GeERF4B-1 A ANFa g W B I 25 K 1
M. NCBI i R4 R E /R, GeERF4B-1 5k
F1£ CrERF (GenBank % 535 : KAIS674761.1),
Bf /4 AR M 5L NSERF (GenBank % 5% 5 .
XP_009770784.1)F1MiHE CaERF (GenBank & 5%
S XP_027063176.1) 2 FE R 17 51 A LA 43 5]
9 81.75%.66.93%F 66.22% (/4] 2). GEERF4B-1
N EASH 1A AP2 {RST 45 Hy b (&
2), JLESMEIRGELEF G S AR . RGN
Wres B8R, GeERF4B-1 J& T ERF K1Y B-4
VIR L 5L (B 3)
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2.2 GeERF4B-1 EFFIEER
RT-qPCR Fa il 45K /R, GeERF4B-1 J:[X

TEWIRE . 25 A RE, HAEMR PR
bp M 1 2 3 4 bp
2 000
1000 1239

B 1 431 GeERF4B-1 £ [E ) RT-PCR ¥ 1% =4
M: 2 000 bp DNA marker. Lane 1-4: RT-PCR §”
7y

Figure 1 RT-PCR amplification products of
Gelsemium elegans GeERF4B-1 gene. M: 2 000 bp
DNA marker. Lane 1-4: RT-PCR amplification
products.

GeERF4B-1
CrERF
NsERF
CaERF
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GeERF4B-1
CrERF
NsERF
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GRFAAEIRDPWKKTRVWLG'
AEIRDPWK
AETRDPWKKT

GeERF4B-1 [

CrERF ENENN. . . ..
NsERF

CaERF

Consensus  p

GeERF4B-1
CrERF
NsERF
CaERF
Consensus

XP 009770784.1); CaERF:

lpfdln p

2 %M GeERF4B-1 ZEE5HMY# ERF EAMSEIR S F LT
CrERF: K #4£ ERF (GenBank & 5% 5 : KAIS674761.1); NsERF: HfA4:#MHE ERF (GenBank & 5% 5

S, AT 131 6%, AR ERE
mESAEEE 4A), FE 4 °CLEPE 6-12 h B,
GeERF4B-1 ()& ik/KF- SR ERARE, H
TE 24 h W55 WE R, X A 4.00 %5 (&
4B), 1E MeJA AbFH 6 h 1 24 h B}, GeERF4B-1
FEFMFRE R EE LA, 25085 1.64 F
3.69 5 (K1 4C) , FLAYHT ] 2 5 %) BA S . 242 ABA
QbR 6-24 h i}, GeERFAB-1 :[H () K ik i i %
TR, {H7E 48 h B 3 b+ HakB0E(E, Xt
HERY 1.45 5K 4D), 5 0d MHEL, T5A0HE 3,
5. 7dJ5, GeERF4B-1 H:NAF KRBT ET
K 4E). 2% NaCl a5, SXTEAHE, bl
A PRINHE] B ZE K, GeERFAB-1 KE[H i £ ik &
163 d F 5 d ¥ 02T (& 4F), FIREE R R,
GeERF4B-1 J: R 7E # W 2H 2 2 i R 3R 3K

A RLREAIRTE . MeJA Al ABA 55 FiA#EK, H
P RGN SR 7 N v

R2OTT . . . . VTTVIRSSTIRR
EPRQ LQTAVIES. .

CDLHCTALC 251
DDLHCTALC 235
218

290

N 232

d d ddlhctalc

I HE R AP2 45 H4 IR

IiHE ERF (GenBank & 5¢%5: XP_027063176.1)

Figure 2 Amino acid multi sequence alignment of Gelsemium elegans GeERF4B-1 protein and ERF
proteins from other species. AP2 domain was marked by the red boxs. CrERF: Catharanthus roseus ERF

(GenBank accession number:

KAI5674761.1); NsSERF: Nicotiana sylvestris ERF (GenBank accession

number: XP_009770784.1); CaERF: Coffea arabica ERF (GenBank accession number: XP_027063176.1).
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Figure 3 Phylogenetic tree of Gelsemium elegans GeERF4B-1 protein and ERF proteins from other species.

2.3 GeERF4B-1 By 4R A E {iL

473 GEERFAB-1 JL K 1 VA1 it 3 2R AR I
MR R B TR Bk, O IR A BT
SELERL R, XA 35S::GFP 7EAS A 1 T %

A=
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A ok, {2 35S::GeERF4B-1::GFP
FEAS BRI B 2 K2 200 6 1 200 i A2z vpon] Dl 2 £
PG Sy, X5 Psort BT A 25 R —5L,

R %, W] GeERFAB-1 & [ E A T4 iA% .
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PR I N I T O R Y R R R
Root Stem Leaf 0 6 12 24 0 6 12 24 48
Time (h) Time (h)

d Z 0. Z 0.5
0.5 ﬁ
0.0 H el Bl Tl 1 0.0 L . s : 0.0 L s s -
0 6 12 24 48

0 3 5 7 0 3 5 7
Time (h) Time (d) Time (d)

El4 W) GeERF4B-1 EEMFTIXERX S A: AFEAYAL. B: 4 °CIRRALHL. C: MeJA AP D
ABA AbFE. E: TRALHE F: NaCl AbBE. ARG FRECE AN R R 25 5 B 3 1 (P<0.05)
Figure 4 Expression pattern analysis of Gelsemium elegans GeERF4B-1 gene. A: Different G. elegans

tissues. B: Low temperature treatment at 4 °C. C: MeJA treatment. D: ABA treatment. E: Drought treatment.
F: NaCl treatment. Different lowercase letters represented significant differences between treatments

(P<0.05).

Bright field GFP RFP Merged

35S:GFP

35S5::GeERF4B-1::GFP

5 GeERF4B-1 ZEEWTMAEENM  HBIR =50 pm. 20 EAF LI/ 41 A%

Figure 5 Subcellular localization of GeERF4B-1 protein. Bar=50 pm. Red arrows indicated the nucleus.
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2.4 GeERF4B-1 ZF W R#%FIEDH

FIH IPTG i FHILE 37 °)C&MF T s S
A% GeERF4B-1 Wi Rk E (& 6). SDS-
PAGE il 25 R B/x, 55 4 h if, GeERF4B-1
AAEAC AR, I HHRREE S S
] A 38 4 2 T 3G . R T R R 3R S R
pEZYHb %A His 734, it GeERF4B-1 fil &
WA LIS E T FROK, 292 52 kDa,

2.5 GeERF4B-1 £ X gYF B iaiE
DI pEZYHD %5 8% Rosetta (DE3) B #4

JXFHE, WS pEZYHb-207-GeERF4B-1 1 J5
WAk A HRTE 4 °ClE F A KB . &
X R 2 TR AR ) A K R AT IR 2 ] ) SEE

kDa M1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
00— e R B
EER
70— - . 4
-

i

GeERF4B-1 H)R#%%i& M: Blue plus

6
protein marker (14—100 kDa); Lane 1: %5 # Rosetta
(DE3); Lane2: 5% 20h f9% 1 ; Lane 3: Kifs
2584k pEZYHb; Lane 4: %S 20 h A2 kA
pEZYHb; Lane 5-8: %S 0h., 4h, 10h, 20 h
AT pEZYHDb-207-GeERF4B-1. 1 (f 7k
RUFFHWEHEN

Figure 6 Prokaryotic expression of GeERF4B-1.
M: Blue plus protein marker (14—100 kDa); Lane 1:
Blank Rosetta (DE3) cells; Lane 2: Blank cells
induction for 20 h; Lane 3: Control (Rosetta
contained prokaryotic expression vector pEZYHb)
without induction; Lane 4: Control induction for 20 h;
Lane 5-8: pEZYHDb-207-GeERF4B-1 recombinant

strains induction for 0, 4, 10, 20 h. The induced
protein was showed by a red arrow.
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Figure 7 Growth of prokaryotic expression
recombinant strains of GEERF4B-1 under 4 °C low
temperature, mannitol, and NaCl stresses. A:

Low-temperature stress at 4 °C. B: Mannitol stress.
C: NaCl stress.
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