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Abstract: Bovine chymosin is an essential food enzyme widely used in cheese production in the
dairy industry. This study used a codon-optimized prochymosin gene to construct an expression
cassette for extracellular expression of bovine chymosin in Kluyveromyces lactis. After
integration of the prochymosin gene into the host cell genome, the single-copy integration strain
KLUcym showed the clotting activity of 40 U/mL in a shake flask. The CRISPR/Cas9 system was
employed to delete amdS and construct the double-copy integration strain and triple-copy
integration strain, which achieved the clotting activities of 70 U/mL and 78 U/mL in shake flasks,
separately. Subsequently, multiple rounds of UV mutagenesis were performed on the double-copy
strain KLUcym", and a recombinant K. lactis strain with a high yield of bovine chymosin was
obtained. This strain achieved the clotting activity of 270 U/mL in a shake flask and 600 U/mL in
a 5 L bioreactor after 76 h. In summary, we construct a strain KLUcym"-M2 for high production
of bovine chymosin, which lays a foundation of industrial fermentation.

Keywords: bovine chymosin; Kluyveromyces lactis; synthetic biology; multi-copy integration; UV
mutagenesis
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FFBHmE AR A Fas R,

AT SR ] N AP T LR o 6 A T BE 3R A /)N
A R LYY A R AT AR . R U OV R Rk
ik pKLAC1 WUIITEFLIR ro G dEfE i Rk T
AN TREEERLEE, 15 J13AF] T 83 SU/mL, A
L R AR X EE LA T O, IR SR AR IR
(A TR T T 40T o TR RS T AR
VB YR RE E A R TR, ISR T e i TR A
6T IR BT PR BESRE, 78 5 L b kB
66 h i /135%] 7 700 SU/mL. Candioti Z£"1%} 3],
il it 2B 77 R AN ] S L A T B 1 T LI AR
FAVEAFT T M58 o Steensels ZER0%F ZFf Tl
IO BRI MR T T A CEOR I B S5 5], 42
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AR TR AL G 0] 52 5788 AT R
MT 2 LIEEAE . FEIMNAE A
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RHEFARNICT . A i Rt e 7 ik A
PRPRTT G, BRSO PRI A 2L L Rl
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BREEFLEGNE IEIN, FF R T M IBRIAAE,
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A AE R AE PR TSI A AR SR =
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1.1 R
1.1.1  EPRFABRAL

ARSI A B AR S BRE AN 1 iR, /VE
JHEEEFLILN GenBank %5355 NM_180994.2,

Table 1  Strains and plasmids used in this work

Name Description Sources

Strains
Escherichia coli IM109 For plasmids’ construction Lab stock
KLUcym Kluyveromyces lactis GG799 derivate, Prgri::cym (integrated site ura3) This study
KLUcym" KLUcym derivate, double-copy numbers This study
KLUcym" KLUcym® derivate, triple-copy numbers This study
KLUcymP-M1 KLUcymP derivate, UV mutant strain This study
KLUcymP-M2 KLUcymP derivate, UV mutant strain This study

Plasmids
LHZ515 CRISPR/Cas9 plasmid used in Kluyveromyces marxianus™ Prof. Lii Hong
pETKL Plasmid contains Cym expression cassette This study
pETKL-URA3 Plasmid contains cym expression cassette with ura3 homologous arms This study
pKCAS CRISPR/Cas9 plasmid This study
pKLACI1-cym Plasmids contain prochymosin gene cym This study
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112 EFRE

LB {557 & (Luria-Bertani medium) (g/L): %
BRI 5.0, &K 10.0. H ALK 10.0,

M RF B W) 2R 1 A A B B IR Ak (yeast
extract peptone dextrose medium) (g/L): Fij %5
30.0. FE [ 30.0. BEEHZEUY 10.0,

1% B Bk P I itk 5% 77 3 (yeast carbon base
medium) (g/L): YCB 11.700. Z [ 0.295,

L b 555 35 B E 1) B BT AR 15 SR B 8 2%
(Bt AT BO B #

KBS IR A (g/L) . WEME 450, EA K
25.0. BEEHEEY 15.0. B AHF 3.0, BER
A 2.00

FrFRESR ] 121 °C 20 min BIF#T KR L
L AR A BCH, RA 115 °C 15 min
FEFPHEAT K AL B, s FH AN AHH R B R 3k

iR . FIRFE & (kanamycin) 50 ng/L. 44
K H % & (ampicillin) 100 pg/L K 7 % &
(hygromycin) 300 mg/L.

113 FERF KRS

ABIF 5 T A FH A Ak 27350 (an Sk Al 4 ) 1
g A 258 A R BR A R DR LR
KOD-Plus-Neo W [ - i 6t % A= W) Bl 504 FR A
Al RARER . &N H &R Lok B &
B A Bt Y TRA A A — b
R G B R A ME R AR BB A AT BR 2
Al BRE R BRI A Oxoid 24
Al SRR A B L IR TR A BRA ]
BRI 1 PN DD i S5 2 T A 52 H B AR R (B YD)
BT, 5196 8 & DNA I3 i KRR
B (A PR A 52

ARG TR F 2R . PCR 35U
TR NN BE IR AZ TR R VKA I B 7 2R 2R i B e
an(RIEDARA A HEXEKRY A EigmiE
AR s AR OB A8 11
B ARTEC ) E PR 5 A R A A B iR
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KU BRI LR SR AR SR A IR A ]

1.2 &
1.2.1 FRAE

3 o — 25 T B T ) AN I 5 T R TR
B RSk 2 Fis

(1) 7INA R i 2L i I 2 SR A A

PLBTRL LHZ515 YRR, 43l 514
TEFP-EXP-F #1 TEFP-EXP-R 9" 4 ! 3 31 7 Prery
£ 51 } Kozak 551 GGAAAA I T-H455 55 11 B i
Fik; 514 CYCT-EXP-F fl CYCT-EXP-R
PHAZAETF Tovero VUKL pKLACT-cym At
{3 F5 14 BOC-EXP-F Il BOC-EXP-R 4 14 Hiai A
5T IR/ N REE L )5 cym BEDR; (IS 1)
AMDS-EXP-F I AMDS-EXP-R ¥ # i fikhric
amdS KN, DIFK: pET28a Myt #5149
pET28a-REVF Fll pET28a-REVR ¥4 i F F7E K
1T B (Escherichia coli) IM109 Hrifif 7144 K i 1
TRk, PR auim s, %
PCR 4 ¥4 i BodbA TR E 4z, 3815 A /M-
e 7L I Tt i 22 TR AE Y Bk pETKL .

DL IR 72 & 4k % £ (Kluyveromyces lactis)
GG799 HFRENZH DNA Mt , 4 348
URA3-PET-F #1 URA3-PETRER, URA3-PETREF
Fl URA3-PET-R 1ER51Y), P38t 2 BeRKELE
1 000 bp ZEAT IR A Bt o LA pETKL SRt ,
{8/l BOCHY-URA3-PET-F #{l BOCHY-URA3-PET-
R 1B 5147 38 /N2 J v L e it it 22 TR HE
B, i ES4EH PCR (gene splicing by overlap
extension PCR, SOE-PCR)¥15 2| 49 [w] J5 /- Bt Al
FIRHEZER:, 1RFHE Sk ural JLHEAL S ML
FEBR T AL, DL pETKL AR 514
pET28a-REVF 1 pET28a-REVR /" 14 ! FkiE 248,
Z: M — 2P e BN G iE AT IR B2, 15 3 ks
pETKL-URA3,

(2) CRISPR/Cas9 JFi A4

PLBURL LHZ515 A y#iti, f#f] PKCAS-F
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x2 AWRFAEABSIHY
Table 2 Primers used in this study

Primer name Primer sequences (5'—3") Size (bp)
pET28a-REVF CTGAAAGGAGGAACTATATCCGGA 24
pET28a-REVR CCGCACTTATGACTGTCTTCTTTA 24
TEFP-EXP-F AGAAGACAGTCATAAGTGCGGATAGCTTCAAAATGTTTCTAC 42
TEFP-EXP-R TAATATAGTAGAGAATTTCATTTTTCCCGTTCTAGAAAACTT 42
BOC-EXP-F AAGTTTTCTAGAACGGGAAAAATGAAATTCTCTACTATATTA 42
BOC-EXP-R ATTACATGACTCGAGAAGAGATTAAGCGGCCGCAGGCGCGCC 42
CYCT-EXP-F GGCGCGCCTGCGGCCGCTTAATCTCTTCTCGAGTCATGTAAT 42
CYCT-EXP-R ACCCGGAAACAACAAAAGGATGCAAATTAAAGCCTTCGAGCG 42
AMDS-EXP-F CGCTCGAAGGCTTTAATTTGCATCCTTTTGTTGTTTCCGGGT 42
AMDS-EXP-R GGATATAGTTCCTCCTTTCAGAACACACAATATGCATGTAAT 42
URA3-PET-F AGAAGACAGTCATAAGTGCGGTGTCTCTTCCCCTTAATGATC 42
URA3-PETRER TCAGCAAGCATCAATAATCCC 21
BOCHY-URA3-PET-F TCGTTAAAAGGTTTAAAGAAGATAGCTTCAAAATGTTTCTAC 42
BOCHY-URA3-PET-R CCGCACTTATGACTGTCTTCTAACACACAATATGCATGTAAT 42
URA3-PETREF ATTGTCTTCCAAGGGTTCTCT 21
URA3-PET-R GTAGAAACATTTTGAAGCTATCTTCTTTAAACCTTTTAACGA 42
PKCAS-F CGCTCGAAGGCTTTAATTTGCGTTAATTAAGCACTGGCCGTC 42
CYCT-R GACGGCCAGTGCTTAATTAACGCAAATTAAAGCCTTCGAGCG 42
AMDS-F TATTTCTAGCTCTAAAACCTGTGATCTTCAGTTCGGCCGATCATTTATCTTTCA 56
AMDS-R AGTGAAAGATAAATGATCGGCCGAACTGAAGATCACAGGTTTTAGAGCTAGA 56

M CYCT-RAE K514, fii 4k PCR 474
WA sgRNA A CRISPR/Cas9 JFifr, fHif
AMDS-F FI AMDS-R fE R 5%, 85k
pKCAS F T/l amdS i vE 3 A
122 BRESMAESH & REEWL

E. coli IM109 83z &4l Ak 2% 1 i 47 il
B, BUPRTECTE UKAE 0 HM B FE LB PR Rk,
37 °Cifift 12 h, FRHUATETEIERI % 4 mL LB 3557
e, 37 °CHEFE 12 he 12 1% R B 2A
40 mL LB $5353E09 250 mL B, 37 °CHRZH:
Z ODgo H 03-05. WHEEIKE, #H
MgCL/CaCl, J5 ¥k il & Kkt sz 8 di i . 4
BRI T RORL AL, BUSRSZ S 4R M A = PR
JEIRAT, 42 °C# 90 s Jar ZIBUH B ok
b, VKI5 min 58 T 37 °)CREIR, JERiFR1-1.5h,
R B FRaE s, W 100 pL BRI B A

&: 010-64807509

FEREBE AR 2R 1 07 126 A o

K. lactis GG799 &z A 1L B mL A 7
il . BUHMERLE YPD FHe, 30 °Cififk
2-3 d, BUAKETELFIE 4 mL YPD #ER &,
30 °CHEF% 24 h, 2 2%3EFh 51 248 40 mL
YPD }igRALAg 250 mL FEHP, 30 CHERR
ODgoo 4 0.8-1.0, WEERASS, fiFJCHE/KEH B
4, 3300 r/min &5.0> 10 min SEELRML, B 21K,
2 1 mol/L IIAYFEA IR EERIA)T, 3 300 v/min
250 10 min WCEEANIL, A7 A TRV IR 100 pL
REHHERE 1.5 mLEP &,

LR 7 65 2k e J 52 25 8 R bk o ik 14 1 7
FRi ek St B B Al . BOo e AT 1R IR 2 S
JCE T 58 B AR L, #F AnA 20 uL
Rt RS BARE DNA, 20 pL 2lifk )5 rgkr: i Beak
ok, TRATEMIH 1.5 KV, 5 ms S0 1R,
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BT mL 1 mol/L INBUFES IR~ G, BT
30 CCAR SR 1.5-2 he FRIGFRGE G,
B 100 pL B4 AR 25 Y CB i 106 V- A sl i 25 % 0
BEFAR
123 ZEIEKRNWESE

DLEAE DL E A1 R AR A o R PR, A
CRISPR/Cas9 il bR b, o FH i 5 28 4k 5 o ki
LA, B S Je 25 amdS i [ 1) 3 20 PR bk 2 2k 2=
£ YCB Ak B KBS, K B A B E
BRI, A RAE YCB A A PR T
RGBT RIAHE . R 48 FLARTRE R H
IR TE T R e, PRECIEZY 200 #RFHME
BRI P& EA TR e, I 2o DL ER A R R e TR 1Y)
EEFLIE T
124 HIMNFETEM

W JL R 2 2 5 R ME I T A 7L R ve 8 4
R AR ZE T YPD SR TG4k, 30 °CHs 5%
2-3 d SRAFHT T . BT IR T34 40 mL
YPD #5537 5609 250 mL B, 30 °CH;3%20-24 h
Jo, BUEHPEW 10 mL T 50 mL .08,
WK E Ve 3 WR B OIERR, I
FAAH MR AR JE B K A7 B e . fE O R R
O AT B T IR B, (R B A ) %
FIHLA 75 o/min WEHIEITHRE . # LiddeE
BT 24MT (30 W, UV-C) 20-30 cm F R
EE R4 B BRST 100-150 s, DIRIEITEHMES
B R R o B, AR AT R S AN [ B 1] ) 1
WA LA o 43 S F G P 7R o) A R 52 5
YRR 10°-10* %, AR - R A K
I FEE, HRERIRWIR A ST YPD
R, 30 °CHiFR 3-4 do HPMRK HPARETE S
PEFT TR TR, 153 BIBOERAE 80% A5 47 B 1155
AR, PRBCRE IS AT IR LR R e, T
Ui 1 1R B 38 /N2 P U L G 11 BT R

AN AR AR AR 4R 5 e e B
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40 mL YPD 535309 250 mL #2H, 4P 24 h
A R ARFR B VR 2 25 it 40 mL YPD 35 5%
FE 250 mL SR PR, RN 2 A
100 mL & FEREFEILNY 500 mL R EAT & B
HESEAEAR 10 YR, 43300 5 AH N & R /N
e LR 7
125 FLIR R IERR A& B2

25 SRR 0 20 110 B TRk TR i, o LA &
PRI 2 AE N BEFLIEG T o A FRTVR AR 22— 2 48 1L
B, 30°C. 200 r/min JR3% 5555 24 h 15 5| Fh 1
W, FH 10% MM R E LA 1 mL
YPD RiFRHEA %% 48 fLbrrh, HAEWRMEH
30% (SRR BUA B0 H M RAEZ kAR .
Jo B %% 48 FLARFEAR 30 °C. 200 r/min 2544
kiR, KEE 72 h 4% R84 000 r/min, 20 min
Sy, WUER VSOOI BEFLTE T .

et FHFLAR T 1275 31 ) o 38 TR A — 2 48 £L
W EUE, RIZT YPD EHE{L, 30 °CHigf
2-3d, BRBUAREEA E24 40 mL YPD 55
Hef) 250 mL I, 30 °CHRi% 3557 24 ho 2R
2% IR R R A 100 mL R ERTFRIEN
500 mL¥EM, 30 °CIRZIEFR, K96 h i i
8 000 r/min, 10 min £%fFE50, WEE BIHRIF
I 2L T
1.2.6 NAFREFLERIE 2NE

A AL i 1) B 2 LR v AR 1 B D Ak
JIF 2R /N I L X8 S LA R s, Kk
P 5¢ W Ja X & TR W 2E 4T B8 .0 (8 000 r/min,
10 min), WA & A /NEEEZLEG 0 IR T
TG TN o T 2 FLIR v Ak I R T R A 1Y
AN R EE FLI S B T 2, T S BN
PEATHOE . SRJIG XA 16 1 /N IR 7L il 1 7
TG IR .

(1) /N e L T e D il v

BCEEWTECE S, [ 1 mol/L HCL
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WHEA TR AL, WL W pH & 2.0 2247, =il
WCE 2 h 5, i 1.5 mol/L Y Tris V&R [P
T pH 2 5.5 247, MRt B R 8 HoA it
FLEG I 7009/ NA J e L 1

(2) /N F e L i 7 I

AN R EE S TS I 2 5% Arima
LB 10% (5 AR A 500 6 JBE A LR v i
T 10 mmol/L MWLM, =il & IifFa1g
PEFE 1 h 5 A A LI R eT B LTS 7105
BS mL il 4 e AL il o, iE T
37 °CKISER A 10 min, A 500 pL B E0S e
P _ ORI TR, Sn Ak AR e fel P A R
AWTERE, U N EE b B IR
A R B8 R B 28, RS kTR i e 5
I 58 I G BB A)(T) . RN 3 A PATIT
PR T2 56 o LR [ B R A 22 /N F 5 s, il
(UL AR

Activity=T xU xn/t
Horp T ACFRARHEGEZLEAE 51 3135 S0 28 i BT
THEWEE], BN s; U ACERPRAEREZLBEEE A0 05
71, Bk U/mL; n ARR & ISR B4,
t AL T 13 W 3 3k L oy 2% o5 Tt B[R],
iR so
127 5L %XEEEELE

5 L KBEmER IR (g/L) . HZBE 45.00, &
PR 25.00, BEEEEEECY) 15.00, Wi — &4
3.00, BEERE A 2.00, FILES 5.00. FiERMHT
0.75,

IR A VAR T A Hm R 2T YPD
B, 30 °Cififk.2-3 d, PREUHARE VR 234 40 mL
YPD #5572 250 mL #EfH, 30 °CHEIRIRY
FEFR 20-24 ho BUKTERHE I 2% % 4R 2
%A 125 mL YPD }iFHEEH 500 mL #f,
30 °CHLRIRG 9% 2024 hAERFh P, Fh 7
WA R S% M B 20 2.5 L KRR

&: 010-64807509

)5 L RIERES, ZERRFRIREE 30 °C N kAT 404t
HOREE B

OIHANRE RSSO . AEN 1.5 vvm,
VIR AP 45 o/L, i S0%RZ /K
10% AR RAEFF 55 R 3 pHAE 6.5 Fi A o 24 Kk It
B FR I rp R REE 1 g/L B, #2BR 6 g/(L+h)
F14) 4L PS8 I A A A A R

2 BER54

21 IAMEEHEEEARMNNE
2.1.1 BEEFEIIEHKRAEE

R T A B RE S TR E Fe /N I EE L N i
W) FLIR vo e AE e BE SR AL B MR, BEIGER S 3 T
Prer P Kozak ¥4 GGAAAA H4 7 K HE,
el 1.2.1 TRk, MWER RIS AN
JIk Rk 7. it T it 2 SAAE 1Y BURL pETKL FH T 5L
WAL RIK

FEAT FH R T TE A 7 1o 88 P R R, 5 A8
FrAEEH R I b AR R S R R AR R M R
R AR A I BE T, DN R UE i 25 ook 1%
R34, MR LA BN R RS A H R
PEAFBBBEA " P iE Rk, BT EE
N, TERES RN RGN R RS SR, A
PFRERE T ura3 (i TS, A RE L
) 5 326 57 A T3 I FH A TR T T 5 A% 0 T
o, X FAMIRIA RS N, HERR 1.2.1
W A3 okl pETKL-URA3 (& 1), FIFHERS
BA¥E DU E AP KLUcym,
2.1.2 HEINEHRIDE

A5 R EH R R E AR KA &
¥ DE ARG, AR TR DL
B 2H B DA s S TR B R IR K. LB S
DIE AR KLUcym by A BIPE, 83 m bR i
PEEL amdS, fiff i & TR bR 2K 2 & ke R g
J1, MMiEAT 24 D kRt EE . #c i 1.2.3 fr
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WL, BREALEAR TR, KRR DAABRITE S amdS B E AL B RELE R TR
R 23 0 0 26 T 12 P-4l YCB LA & YPD -4, PR, $%08 1.2.3 Fral i 7 ki T 3N HESE IR 4 4%
K25 amdSIE H I BRI RERI AR P ME— A&, DTS 2008 DS 4 Bk KLUcym” DA =
RIRCIEME, £ YCB P B ERAERE 2). 5 DI A F Pk KLUcym' .

Down Expression cassette ~ Up

pETKL-URA3

1 NAREABEREEEARBEESREIENMERIEIE A: pETKL-URA3 FRify /R &
B: pETKL-URA3 Jioh 3t A M A% P v e FEL ik 26 i (4]

Figure 1 Construction of bovine chymosin homologous expression cassette. A: Construction of plasmid
pETKL-URA3. B: Identification of plasmid pETKL-URA3 by agarose gel electrophoresis. M: DNA Ladder

DL2503; 1: Upstream homologous arm, 1 000 bp; 2: Promoter Prer, 400 bp; 3: Prochymosin gene cym, 1 460 bp;
4: Terminator Tcycy, 250 bp; 5: Screening gene amdS, 3 000 bp; 6: Downstream homologous arm, 1 000 bp.

A Down EXpression cassette B

bang

Genome recombination l

[
RS Downsiream ~Gl—— m‘wé
(RiSPR/CaS‘)l Ny '—J[

IIII:I:III:;EI:E]J!I

D Downstream W

Complete | Complete |
i...urad locus i ura3 locus ;

2 CRISPR/Cas9 Hi AR MREHFEHFERE R ZENEKWEN REE

Figure 2 Construction of multi-copy recombinant strain. A: Deletion of recombinant strain screening gene
amdSby CRISPR/Cas9. B: Construction of multi-copy recombinant strain using YCB plates.

http://journals.im.ac.cn/cjben
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2.1.3 EREREIIEZHR A B2IGE

MEESE A B A F bk KLUcym . KLUcym®
1 KLUcym" $#% 88 1.2.5 (75 Bk A4 b & i .
BLOWELRER FEE, R 1.2.6 Fridny Ty
DA TIE J10E o B DUTR PR KLUcym FlXHE
D Hi#k KLUcym® 23t 96 h #EML A, 5/
SRR E] T 40 U/mL A1 70 U/mL, XUF% D14 B
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Figure 3 Clotting activity and growth curves of recombinant strain KLUcym, KLUcym" and KLUcym" for 96 h
in 500 mL shake flask fermentation. A: Clotting activity of different recombinant strains after 96 h
fermentation. B: Growth curves of different recombinant strains.
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Figure 4 Effects of medium components on bovine
chymosin production of recombinant strain KLUcym'.
A: Effect of different glucose concentration on bovine
chymosin production. B: Effect of different nitrogen
sources on bovine chymosin production.
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Figure 5 UV-mutagenesis of strain KLUcym®. A: Lethality rate curve of recombinant strain KLUcym". B: 96
well-plate screening of UV mutants (9A—9G: KLUcym”, 9H: Blank control).
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Figure 6 Fermentation of recombinant strain KLUcymP-M1 and KLUcymP-M2 in 500 mL shake flasks after
96 h. A: Clotting activity of different recombinant strains. B: Clotting activity of different recombinant strains
using glucose, sucrose and glycerin as carbon sources.
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Figure 7 Genetic stability test of KLUcym"-M2.
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Figure 8  Fermentation of recombinant strain
KLUcymP-M2 in a 5 L bioreactor.
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Table 3 Comparison of studies on bovine chymosin production by Kluyveromyces lactis

Method Activity References
Expression cassette integration 83 SU/mL in shake flask [16]
Expression cassette integration and point mutation 99.67 SU/mL in shake flask [17]
Fermentation condition optimization 700 SU/mL in 5 L bioreactor [18]
Multi-copy integration and UV mutagenesis 600 U/mL (860 SU/mL) in 5 L bioreactor This study
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