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De novo construction of mammalian synthetic inhibitory
transcription factor and promoter pairs

Zijie Yang, Yijie Pan, Yiming Cai, Tong Fu, Ao Feng, Yan Liu, Yiheng Wang, Xinxuan Xiong,
and Liang Cai

School of Life Sciences, Fudan University, Shanghai 200438, China

Abstract: Transcriptional regulation is crucial for regulated gene expression. Due to the complexity, it has been difficult to
engineer eukaryotic transcription factor (TF) and promoter pairs. The few availabilities of eukaryotic TF and promotor pairs
limit their practical use for clinical or industrial applications. Here, we report a de novo construction of synthetic inhibitory
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transcription factor and promoter pairs for mammalian transcriptional regulation. The design of synthetic TF was based on the
fusion of DNA binding domain and Kruppel associated box transcription regulating domain (KRAB). The synthetic promoter
was constructed by inserting the corresponding TF response element after SV40 promoter. We constructed and tested five
synthetic inhibitory transcription factor and promoter pairs in cultured mammalian cells. The inhibition capability and
orthogonality were verified by flow cytometry. In summary, we demonstrate the feasibility of constructing mammalian
inhibitory TF and promoter pairs, which could be standardized for advanced gene-circuit design and various applications in the
mammalian synthetic biology.

Keywords. eukaryatic transcription regulation, synthetic transcription factor, synthetic promoter, synthetic biology, Bio-Brick

FARHG Sk A F SR 872 HAZ AR B A
FERERDTEZ —; TES)ZRTRE S, s
KB EmEN L RIS B T2
4 HASE DNA A A BE P 8 746k
B SRS BT 05, AT SE R Rk g 8] T
SRR, R 5 e 25 s i s Sy 2

B SR R S 8l 7 6 Ik TR 3k 1) R 4 3
SOy RWIR T 1) RIS RNA REG
e 5 i SRV QT A S 5 2) B RNA
WA DNA 254 LUBH RS % s A= i 4 ) 75
VYA o AHEC T IO B SRR a0 B SRR 4
TESZEUZ B PN 42 2% 0 FE TR ] i vp HLA TN B B
Mo EEAE ) S RUAEYEEE R B R, SEEE TR
A0 754 Bt S 4 O e A A 97 R T B AT
JIBE EREBPNE BNl N 1] B = PO i B LN 3
o7 e R R 4] 8 (17 DK e R [P S
W iR ALE RO SR AR R L
R R A AN b LA A T LR AR L 3 2 i
rh RE A% 4 AT FH 4 ) AL A S T o A R .

TEAEE N TR M B, 2% 8 a £
P55 X iy g g R [0 B P 0 5 Sl 5 FH s )
s sh a8 AN LA E s+, 15t
B [l B A5 5 578 L K AE 5 e sg, R4k
ARG ERmErcm™ ) it RN T 8
FEF, T EEOCTEA R s R KA B[R] # 1E 28
P, DABRER I o] 15 s AN S A B T

i1 255 FE 5 DNA RS EE T, Hingr s &
F1 (Zincfinger, ZF)™, a4 005 T RE00

&: 010-64807509

¥ (Transcription activator-like effector, TALE)™
DL A el B i ] SC A (Clustered regularly
interspaced short palindromic repeats, CRISPR)™
FAR R REGAL AR I FEAS DNA (LS55
SRR SCE M TR, BRI TR
S I g7t o B A e A B 2L S0 4 4 i
M AN R R/NER BRI, /INRSTH) ZF B2 1E
A7 BR A B 14 ] i v S B AT R PR N 4%, R
ARV E L. AR N = EE N ZF 7
it i ZREE IR S 42 S ARFFES 0 DNA 454
45 F5, (DNA binding domain, DBD), ##&fit 7 #%
I AT REPER T B RGER IEsS

ARFFIET N LA ZF FFa G T sm
Hilfibe KRAB, FA7E SV40 3 8 15 il A RERS
PN T WA ZF Frfs s vE4i 45/ DNA FPal, #y
T RE A% 7E IR FL S W 4 i mb R A RN TR
R T RGeS TxE . SRS T N TS TS
TR, IR T T AR FL Y 240 i
Z N AR BE ) LA EAS 1 o X REAY N T 5%
S R T Bl R AR g S B AT 2% 1) P AR B i
W28 PRt T AR BT AL
1 #RE 7%
11 ®Fk. AERSHIE

KT DH50 R A A0 F RARA A T 5
Hela & 293T 4fijfl th 52562 fRA7 s pSB1C3 HfAHL [
2017 iGEM digtribution kit (plate 4 4B, BBa J04450) ;
PML2-EGFP-P2A #il pML2-mCherry-N1 #% {4 1 52
5= RAE
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1.2 RFIRFEM

DNA PRI NI EcoRT . Spel . Xbal .
PstI .Mfel . Hind III. Age | il T4 DNA &3 |
DNA marker 1§ H NEB /A Al ; Phanta = &£ B PCR
Mt F Vazyme 2\ vl 5 4 ffu f% 441057 Lipofectamine
2000 It H Thermo 23wl 5 JiokL /N it 70] & Fi fie [
WO G A Axygen A HE] s =B DMEM K355
4 H Gibco 24 H]; NaCl 9§ BBI A+l ; & ik
fEEEE Il [ OXOID 23 F] o

1.3 #FIEEEF (SynPro) &

N LEBRMH A S 37 (SynPro) B SV40
A B F 5 A R 2RO Sk I 45 R
(REs) #1a%, HFstngk 1 iR, 76587 & REs
Hi s b BT 287 % (GAATTCGCGGCCGCTTCT
AG), U F I EIE LI EcoR 1 | Xbal MEYINL
M fEfR N E)E 275 (TACTAGTAGCGGCC
GCTGCAG), W&yl K Spel | Pst 1 i
YIS . % REs 4rimify: — i EcoR 1T |
Spe I PG 37 CREYI 1 h i IS 753) §i & A B s
—{FH Xba I . Pst I WYIEE 37 CHEYI 1 h FFie
[l fScfe 20 5 8 B s # pSC1C3 #ifAFI ] EcoR T
Pst T 9YIMG 37 ‘CREY) 1 h I mIcAs 32 vk k2
A KRB R BES 5 B R B DL R 2tk pSCLC3 3
AFI ] T4 DNA JEHERGTE 16 Ci%E#E 10h DL |

T+ Spel 5 Xba I &6 R, i LLRE K i
BT O 5P S AR BUR P IR Y

%1 DBD FIIURMMNEFEREFLEESHMS (RE) F5I

Tablel DBDsand their corresponding REs

LSRR 45005 (2%Es), I H. 2xREs [R5 4%
HOR IR B o FIUHETSE 519 5 5 25 1 #5177 PCR 15
#| 2xREs J7 41, B iR R AT S BT
1533 N WERE L FREF455175) (NXRES) . KHHiT &
JPHEA R SVA0 Ja sh T, JEE TS NxREs, fE
A3 RIS 37 pSV40-NXREs, 7EAHISEH,
FIF FR T T 2xRES, 4xREs, 8xREs H X,
Hrp, SV40 J53+H PCR ¥ 34 H pQM6.2
JERL (ARLEEARAF), 4xUAS i PCR i H
LRO41 Jitki (iGEM 2017 Tsinghua-A PAfTL34L),
H4x REs FrBerh IDT AwILL gBlock JE & % .
R F) DH5a B2 SR T
SRAEBEERMNEA LB B, 37 CFE
7% 14 h, H A E T Sanger M7 58 GE 1E 4

14 AILERHFIZEEREF (Syn-TFs) i

£ KRAB JPAIHTIRINZEN S S (PKKKRKV)
SRVEEBERK GiS (GGGGS), M (G4S)-NLS-
KRAB HBt. #5:HF DNA 254 45H)38 (DNA
binding domain, DBD) ) DNA 4 1 fis,
it PCR¥% DBD 45 (G49)-NLS-KRAB J1 Bt &,
Fag A T Y 5% S [T 4 B /¥ 51) DBD-(G4S)-NLS-
KRAB, H', KRAB (RTLVT FKDVF VDFTR

EEWKL LDTAQ QIVYR NVMLE NYKNL
VSLGY QLTKP DVILR LEKGE EPWLV) A EfH

PCR §1# H LR041 (iGEM 2017 Tsinghua-A FA{H
$21it),DBD F By IDT 28 A] LA gBlock FE 204

DBD GI/PMID RE RE sequence (5'-3')
Gal4 1145799716 UAS GGAGCACTGTCCTCCGAACG
PIP 11062442 PIR GAAATAGCGCTGTACAGCGTATGGGAATCTCTTGTACG
GTGTACGAGTATCTTCCCGTACACCGTAC
ZFHD1 1063691901 ZFHDI1RE TAATGATGGGCG
ZF21-16 22323524 ZF21-16RE ATTAGAAGTGA
ZF42-10 22323524 ZF42-10RE AGACGCTGCTC
ZF43-8 22323524 ZF43-8RE AGAGTGAGGAC
ZF54-8 22323524 ZF54-8RE ATGGGTGGCAT
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15 FRixFHAKHE

T PCR 7E#D ] BY J5 5l F pSV40-NxREs 5’
v b Age T B 5 LA AR B3 s A EcoR T
Age [ WY 37 “CHRgY) 1 h I B A s 8 7 B
Bt; M EcoR1 . Agel WYIHE 37 CH§YI 1 h H i
[ 15 2] pML2-mCherry-N1 ZVEALRYEAAR; ] T4
DNA M H2ilf7E 16 ‘Ci%4z 10 h L b, £55] dy #p i) A
Ja 395l mCherry ik pML2-pSV40-NxREs
HRRIREM Bk B; Bl 2A).

i PCR 7EA i 74 5 [+ DBD-(G4S)-NLS-
KRAB 3 fill | Mfe I BEUI7 s 2 R4 o8 dk , 75 5'
s fin b Hind TEGEYIL S DL R AR P B8 s F Mfe T |
Hind TP VI 37 “CEEYI 1 h o1 [0 i & mi i s A
T H Bt A Mfel | Hind TN VI 37 CREY) 1 h
I e [ AR e Pk 2 ik pML2-EGFP-P2A; ] T4
DNA & # i 75 16 ‘Ci%E 4% 10 h LU, 1535 EGFP-P2A
5 DBD-(G4S)-NLS-KRAB % fith 7 5 il & 1 ELAZ 3
ik 2 1A& pML2-EGFP-P2A- DBD-(G,S)-NLS-KRAB
Bk A; E 2A).

16 #paiEsT

293T #fiJfi 1 HeL a 2 I &7 J& 75 % A 10% FBS
f) DMEM (Gibco) #3535, Bigrderik inhnsy ¢
WP Ry B 22 FH 100 HL0 5 FE 3R . 100 pg 5k 2R
2 mmol/L B4R . Kige444k 37 C . 5% CO,.
17 mEMED

HelL a 4 ifi sk 293T 4l ifd £ %5 £ ik 70%75 47 Y
et HodE 4 T pML2-pSV40-NXREs 5 pML2-EGFP-
P2A-DBD-(G,S)-NLS-KRAB i 7 it ¥ 19 Jic %of
eye TERGYL 24 h J5 A5 L mCherry 8 60k &
H1 R =AML (FASCJazz, BD) X 4L (5,56 G0 i
W (REFR 235 45 14 2 /0 5% 20 000 1~ X €5, 41 fifd
MR EE) o i X i Flowdo 10 #fF 4 7
S3Hr . UFEEE YL T CMV-EGFP 1 pSV40-mCherry
AR AR EGFP -39 65:E (MFI, Mean
fluorescence intensity) 1EANZ, #EINTTF AR

&: 010-64807509

X4 2H 1) mCherry MFI #4745 1E AL B .

MFI ecrp, psv4o

MFImCherry, Normalized — MIFmCherry MEI
EGFP

2 HERSAW

2.1 SynTF-SynPro Xf&Yi&it

AWETESE T — o Hl L sh PN LEE s A
¥ (Synthetic transcription factor, SynTF) & A T.
Ja8F (Synthetic promoter, SynPro) I J7 .
SynTF HAPRIEILAIAEH, I N 358 C i, 34>
B S AR CE . DNA 45 5 454 58 (DNA
binding domain, DBD). # & i )J¥ %1 (Nuclear
location sequence, NLS) Fi§% % i 1545+ 35 . DBD
RERS I I 45 & 45 DNA JF41, B R oo
(Response element, RE). & T 3. oo 0] 1
FIEE, GuS FHEREKIFH (Linker) i A5
DBD il SV40 NLS™ 22 fil il 3:f 1 4526 S e 15 45
MERAL, BRSO TN BSOS B SynTF
(Silencing-form SynTF, SynTF(S); Activating-form
SynTF, SynTF(A); [& 1A). didf#i i KRABY
A 2 100 B 5 S) VR 5 M e, B 9 Ay i o) Y
SynTF. 5l B SynTF et i 2 il AL T
gl -+ SynPro (Silencing-form SynPro, #%i’5 N
SynPro(S); &l 1A). X ¥ RE 4 A 24k Al
BT B, kR ROR G RE HAFE ST
pSV40 (1 T i F T 451 SynPro(S) HA 4N K )
fE: 1) KRAB #EZ55E sEHI WIRe 4 il 5 3h 1%
B 2) T RE TN ST T, 24
SynTF(S) 454 %] RE LR, f8fS 5as 7B,
AT HIH] RNA SRS Y IE 0] 32 B 10 1 55 5% S5 41
il B RE 1 o TR SynPro(S) TE X L Y
SYynTF(S) NFETERYIE AL T KL ; MAE SynTH(S)
FEAERITE LT, JE 3 T it 1 25 5] 3R 508 e 10 ol
( 1A).

=R o A N = 3 S e @ = ) e |
SynTF-SynPro X i JC B A0 TR S T HR A Sl L 46
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A Silencing-form SynTF Silencing-form SynPro
SynTF(S) SynPro(S)
KRAB

Gal4 \ . G
[
e
e
- \ in T¥ M-
- / Ry fISTTTT T TR \
/V (GSNLS “Bg | \
otz ® =ml

VP64
Activating-form SynTF  Activating-form SynPro
SynTF(A) SynPro(A)
B
) 1 1

SynZF binding site i i i

ST - - ([

ZF21-16 a T T A G A A G T G a

7/F43-8 a G A G T G A G G A c

ZF42-10 [GlHEGRRAR = R N =T

7ZF54-8 @1 6 616 T GG € At

1 SynTF-SynPro Byi%it

Fig. 1 Design SynTF-SynPro. (A) Wiring silencing- and activating-form SynTF-SynPro. G,4S, a flexible protein linker.
NLS, SV40 nuclear localization signal. NxXRE, responding elementsin N repeat. (B) Synthetic DBD based on synthetic
ZF. Three ZF motifs were illustrated. The 4 oligo DNA sequences outlined are the RE sequences corresponding to
ZF21-16, ZFA43-8, ZF42-10 and ZF54-8.

& 15817 DBD. b T R LM AL S dn il a9 & M ZF (Synthetic ZF) . i i 8 = G
FH) DBD, ¥ 7E AR P RS B %% 5 Cysy-His, ZFPUWE R EHS B IR AL, B zF? |
A6 5 s FH 210 0 2L 30 42 40 B 2 AR 4 1) 3R 1 DNA M EAE A KR SRS Mg T2
W L IX RS T 3AAFEKRIER DBD R ZF DMESE— I (K 1B).

JP51 Gald PIP* ZFHDIPHI FHIEE SynTR. 55 synTF-SynPro #4> F 32 B 0 i 3 &8 70
WAL, EL Uk BLIFEGER) DBD SO R RE RIS it

Al SynTF-SynPro XJ #9753k , B Al H s g X+ 3 4~ 2 250 T A 58 Y SynTF-SynPro X . i
AH AR Bk 3L AT R SR B BEFE BE 1 (Zine 5 EHEE, UL pSV40-NxRE AL X fir 44 SynPro(S),
finger, ZF) [P iEROR LN 2R 2 He, N 53 A RE MEEH, RE MAKH
DNA fi7 i A TR 12 W T e FLEh ). DBD-KRAB M4 FRERAT,
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% 2 SERRY SynTF-SynPro Xt
Table2 Completed SynTF-SynPros

SynTF (S) SynPro (S)
SynTF(S)-Gal4-KRAB pSV40-4xGal4
SynTF(S)-PIP-KRAB pSV40-2xPI P

pSV40-4xPIP
pSV40-8xPIP

SynTF(S)-ZFHD1-KRAB
SynTF(S)-ZF21-16-KRAB
SynTF(S)-ZF42-10-KRAB
SYnTF(S)-ZF43-8-KRAB

pSV40-4xZFHD1
pSV40-8xZF21-16
pSV40-8xZF42-10
pSV40-2xZF43-8
pSV40-4xZF43-8
pSV40-8xZF43-8

SynTF(S)-ZF54-8-KRAB pSV40-8xZF54-8

W RUFR W OB R G (B 2A) BEMS G
M SynTF-SynPro X}J& & TAE. Hb, ki A #
ARG B+ CMV sy EGFP 1 SynTF, fif
5 SynTF ik 7843, P2A ¥ EGFP 5 SynTF #Hi%,
{115 SynTF A% REH EGFP AT, hit, @it
Wit EGFP (Y iA BB RALE SynTF YL . it
L B #53H SynPro frf%k i) mCherry, i il
mCherry )35 5 BES R AE SynPro fEAN RIS F 1Y
FEIRTREE . EGFP F1 mCherry f5¢GHR 2 thim =40

mCherry
LT ]

B 2 BRI K MR R 487w B B LA R i &5
Fig. 2

JASC L RS H ST, AT LG
R it TR PR 9 S B Al F AR L PR Rk i Y 25 5

TER R 7 1> SynTH(S)-SynPro(S) X, £
6 XL TRUTTRL A A I RE i (B 2B).
REMS TAEM SynPro(S)TEJLFE Xt 1 SynTR(S)HY
THOLT (B 2B R mARIE), AT ARG e xt
NI SynTR(S) WIELLT (& 2B R @R IA)
mCherry [ 57K 1 R W] SynTH(S) 1)
FEAEREAR T SynProS(S) Firft sy mCherry By
R, BIE TR AS SynPro(S) BIFESE. A
A SynPro(S) Y 1K 5 B A R A0 ] () 2E A 22
& 15-106 %5 (5XUAS: 106 fi5; 4xPIP; 151%;
AxZFHD1: 22 1 ; 8xZF21-16: 57 5 ; 8xZF42-10:
98 ff; 8xZF43-8: 44 %), Fr 1 ZF42-10, H4
SynPro(S) HhiliF A ACEAIRXT T pSV40 #iA FrFEAIR
2.3 SynTF-SynPro X IE 32 143

TE A RHE FHZ 4~ SynTF-SynPro X i34 ¢
[ BRI, SR T REAE 7E e S /K S 52 3R [m] % [ 1) BR
T4, SynTF-SynPro X 75 % B AHIEAS . i A8 X
i Xof 4 TR XSGR, B4 1) HeLa 41 it
ILFE YL SRR X SynTR(S) 5 SynPro(S),

200

W -TF
>
£ 150 M TF
E
=
=
E 50 I I
= 10t [ ] .
g
5 37
L L LLLLL
0 1 L L 1 L L
S & Aq ~ © S %
w AN N N ;
S
g

2-plasmid 2-fluorescence test for SynTF-SynPro. (A) The 2-plasmid 2-fluorescence test for SynTF-SynPro

transcriptional inhibition capability. (B) Basal and silenced expression of SynPro(S) by cognated SynTF. The mCherry
fluorescent intensity was normalized (n=3, data presented are X = s).
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P N AN M A RS mCherry B¢ 650 B 318
HAMHIRCR, % 5 XHEER TA/ER SynTF—SynPro
XFHEAT TIEAS IR . FEIEsCHEA B, B—A>
& - 1Y B TR R BB A R T e H%
SynTF J& i) —1k SynPro #ik /K, Hir, EL
4 TR AL MRS ERRE, ART WAL
YLl x; SynTF IF, SynPro it 615K S defik, BPAE
e X SynTF B4 AR S L ECXT SynTF (4 41 il
ROR 2% ik, X 54 SynTF-SynPro X #B & H.Af]
EACH (Kl 3). Hi# HiY 3% DBD (Gal4. PIP,
ZFHD1) [EXXRIMRIF. SIRET ZF i
SynTF(S)-SynPro(S) X4 Lt , #2k T K4k DBD it
IV RE HJ SynPro(S) FIZRIEAKFAHXS AR (EAFTE
HEE, AT AKEHRENE pSV40-8xZF21-16
Hl pSV40-8xZF43-8 TERLXT Y SynTF {77E (1) &
T, Fkpgeaamdl, AAEMASEX R SynTF
BF, hdERrA s i AR R . BRI A O A%
FULHIEE TG ZF itayJLR SynPro(S) 7EdE
BCXT Y SynTF AETEM IGO0 T A 88 ) RIE K, B

SETEAFAERCAT Y ZF B AEREE BRI RIRK . 25
L T ZF T SynPro(S) LA HElEXTY DBD
AMEAER, HA R A R SRR il 5 2%

ZF42-107F B A 02 Yo Xof g 2 s DR R
HFRR Kl 23 /T pSV40 Ji3 35 T i 2Rl % 1k
K, LB (F 2B). ZF42-10 LAt &k K
i, A AT RE A R N N R AR BB S N ZF42-10
MEAER, BB SEBOE R ROR .

3 Zp5i#

P RIRFE T /) DBD s A T. ZF L)z H:
XA RE, SCH$EE T —EFrEL N T 5 %A
T RASNFHEIT L. FIAX—ETE, 1Y)
FA) T 5 T A B A N A R s R R s B
- IH AT SEI , HAT 5XF SynTF-SynPro
%t (Gal4. PIP, ZFHD1, ZF21-16, ZF43-8) H
AT AN TIRCR H B B IE S o AT 78 B
Bk N A s X078 1 W 2L 3l 4 4 it Be 6% |
FE A A 2 o014 % o IRl B, 3% 4 SynTF-SynPro

SynTF-SynPro orthogonality
(Arbitrary fold unit)

pSV40-4xUAS

pSV40-4xPIP

pSV40-4xZFHDI1

pSV40-8xZF21-16

pSV40-8xZF43-8

3 SynTF-SynPro *FBYIEZ 1K 4E R

— 28

421

0

@‘»@‘”

Qq\ 13&5

Normalized
expression fold

Fig. 3 SynTF-SynPro orthogonality testing. Each grids stand for the expression fold of mCherry after normalized (n=3,
dataare X +s). Dataarerecorded by FACS at 24 h after co-transfecting the corresponding SynTF and SynPro. Grids with

dark grey background show atight inhibition, while light grey grids show a high expression level and low interaction.
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Xt HA ARl s g, ml AR vk et
W2 R K SynTD-SynPro %}, FF#iHE
2% 1) e 7L 20 4 5k DR [l

FEMCEERE 1, U FHS R 5% SR T 25 R R
1 v Pea™ | BEfEHIEE I 22 343% B SynTF-SynPro
Xt (B 1A); AHES e B RE bR S 2 AL
T 1 S T S DT RO B T AR IR
B T AL S T DBD R EEEIE L, IR
RN T35 5 R F K sh 7 18 81 1 I 2L 3h P 4 i
HIRIE TR, R T AN TS R
g ) 1 I

AW FE 9 TAEA R BR A X 4% 3% DR 1 9 il
AT, e Z 5 sl Sy 2E e pg s, A5
RSt — A 5E 3, kA, RE MIEEHUR
RE |7 30 19 55 X0 e S 98k B 79 52 i) 2 R 1>
PSR R, AR A B R AR B R B
TS5 YHER IR RS, SEEURHm G R AL 5% K i
TRCR AR, R (A IR T

Wi ZF @l T & AR OPENP 2
CoDA Py s 9 LA K B4 85 150 (Zine finger
database) P T, A JE AMTTRERS B U s R ZF
L R, YRR DBD Ml RE
YL, FE s RCR ek HAEREOL S R FL3h P A
TS T BB s xE, AT FE N FL s 40 i
F A B2 T Bese AR 2L Thik, izl sh
W TR . AN K B AR . BB BE Y
JERZ A Y TT A EERH T R A A
JUA RTINS e, R S Bl
THAHE G At St L A B i s 1, F
FH SynTF-SynPro X 14 %% 5 1 1 I 1E 38 Pk, ASHiF 5%
HR BRI . AT IR Y A S SR T RO sh Tk
W%, AR 2% ] B A 4T T SL
S B FLAZ A PN 5 4 1B R AR
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