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Effects of knockout of 2,3-butanediol synthesis key enzyme
genes on 1,3-propandediol production in Klebsiella
pneumoniae

Xinkun Guo'?, Huiying Fangl’z, Bin Zhugel’z, Hong Zongl’z, Jian Songs, and Jian Zhugel’2

1 Key Laboratory of Industrial Biotechnology, Ministry of Education, Jiangnan University, Wuxi 214122, Jiangsu, China
2 Laboratory of Industrial Microorganisms, School of Biotechnology, Jiangnan University, Wuxi 214122, Jiangsu, China
3 School of Chemical and Material Engineering, Jiangnan University, Wuxi 214122, Jiangsu, China

Abstract:  2,3-butanediol (2,3-BD) is a major byproduct of 1,3-propandediol (1,3-PDO) fermentation by Klebsiella
pneumoniae. To decrease the formation of 2,3-BD, the budC and budA gene, coding two key enzymes of 2,3-BD synthetic
pathway in K. pneumoniae, were knocked out using Red recombination technology. The growth of the two mutants were
suppressed in different level. The budC deficient strain fermentation results showed that 1,3-PDO concentration increased
to 110% and 2,3-butanediol concentration dropped to 70% of the parent strain. However, the budA deficient strain did not
produce 1,3-PDO and 2,3-BD, and the final titer of lactic acid, succinic acid, ethanol and acetic acid increased remarkably
compared with the parent strain. Further analysis of budC deficient strain fermentation inferred that K. pneumoniae
possessed the 2,3-BD cycle as a replenishment pathway. The consequence provided a new evidence for reforming

low-byproduct K. pneumoniae.

Keywords: 1,3-propandediol, 2,3-butanediol, gene knockout, Klebsiella pneumoniae, Red recombination technology

L3-N e —M = et e, 28 m
XPR RN el . RO NR . SRME . SR
05 R ER A 2R [ R A B LU
WO AE 7 1,3-I0 R T 324 v i 0 IR A
Klebsialla, #f FKFFE R Citrobacter . FLAT
Lactobacilli. % Clostridia ™4, H i yn &A%
PR A 2R 7 i R AL R A I B 2 —,
IR AR 7 Ak R A IR B RisE
A 13- AR AE M A K BT RR Y
AETR (ATP). ¥t ibJ245 (NADH), JHE
B 2,3- T ZRE. FLRR . BRHIR . L. ZTEAERI
7/

23- T WS 13- EEER A AR AL,
A =i UM SR B IR, TR RO 18 4
B R B 2,3- T RELE WA RS B ARG,

HAEVRAR P (Y BE IR 43 2Rk B/, 5 R AT R
(113 A RE AT B Bl 1,3-5 W, DA 38 A4
BIOAIE BeAh, 2,3-T TEEAYA AT B
FERRBRUEFNIA S NADHY!, #fliff#i NADH
A 1,3-N B S RO, BT LAREAIR
KRR 2,3 T R o A — T B
fi 1] R0

R 5 DR Rl B B AR T ok A e 2o AR v I 7
7 e — R A B A R g O
23- T G s 3 Fill: o- ARG
Al (0-acetolactate synthetase, ALS). a-Z [t
R i & B  (o-acetolactate decarboxylase ,
o-ALDC) Ml 23- T — BB A B (2,3-BD
dehydrogenase, BDH) "1 i =Nl 5L K {37
T budABC #:9\ ¥ |, Ht budB % o- L HFL

cjb@im.ac.cn



1292 ISSN 1000-3061 CN 11-1998/Q Chin J Biotech September 25,2013 Vol.29 No.9

BRA B, budA Zih5 o-Z FEFLER I F2 1, budC
St 2,3- T ZFERL AN . 7E 2,3- T ZFRgGE
W, o- LR FLER A R T LA AL N i R TE B o
LTRFLIR , o-LTEFLIRTE o- £ Tk FLR i ¥R Mg 1E
TR 3-F23-2-TH, 2,3- T il S AL

3-FRJE-2- TRIE IR 2,3-T W (& 1) ARFFEA
Fi Red [AUGE A H AR5 38T budC Hi
budA S DI BREE R, Fm 1 A B S 0% 44X P
DR B ke R 0 0 7 (T TR A E P 1,3-19 Y

=
R

CH,
CH,
| C=0
2C=—0—" | ——
| E, CH,—C E,
COOH
COOH
Pyruvate a-acetolactate

1 2,3-T ZER9RigHR 12 K& 48 A

CH, CH,
|c=0 H—|C—OH
CH—C—o0H E H—C—OH

IL o,
Acetoin 2,3-butanediol

Fig. 1 Metabolism pathway of 2,3-butanediol and related enzymes“s]. E;: a-acetolactate synthase; E,: a-acetolactate

decarboxylase; E;: 2,3-butanediol dehydrogenase.

1 AR5 %
1.1 EHk5SRKN

5o B A G Klebsiella pneumoniae ZG25 i
AHIFFE L 0 BT ORI o FH 1 BE DR B3k B o S 110
T H Bk pKD13, pKD46 il pCP20 ¥ [ 3 [
HRE R 22 R A R o ABESE P T 514
W 1.
1.2 T EEgRIRH

Foki/NEEERIBOAGR & . A ALK Z4H DNA Hif
FRIR & . DNA BEE [ fion & 3 B Jb 5t
K% AP RE R HOARAT IRITAE A 7] 5 Tag DNA
4§ . PrimeSTAR HS DNA F 4l {4 524: 4 T
e (Ki%E) AMRAA; ZRNHFRR (Amp). RIB
HE (Kan), MEZX (Cm) WH B4
RARAF, 2-LPHEEE-2-F B- LB 42 TR
i F Sigma 23w 5 L-Buf H{f1## . monohydrate 2-(N-
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kA ZKeififiR—oK | Brij-35 BHA M A
BRI A A4 TAEY TR (i) AR Hilh
R A = At

1.3 EFESEFRAE

35 FR 8L (g/L): BERREIY) 5, BEA
[l 10, NaCl 10, HiZHEE AR TR (g/L):
JEEE R 5, #i%akE 5, KoHPO, 2. KR FEIL
(g/L): Hith 40, #i%5H% 5, BELEE S, KH,PO, 7.5,
MgSO, 2, (NH4),S04 2, FeSO47H,0 0.005, VB,
0.015, iR LR 10 mL/L, KOH ¥ pH %
85. ML EW MW (gL): ZnClL, 0.07,
MnCl,-4H,0 0.1, H3BO;0.06, CoCly6H,0 0.2,
CuCl, 0.02, NiCl;'6H,0 0.025, Na,MoO42H,0
0.035, Wi ZEB M A Amp (100 pg/mL). Kan
(50 pg/mL). Cm (34 pg/mL).

FhF153% 1 %8R0 (VIV). 37 “C . 180 t/min
Big% 6~7 he RIEERGFE: 250 mL =i, 50 mL
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x1 AMREAEY
Table 1 Primers used in this study

Primers Sequences (5—3")

cl ACACTTACAAACCAAAAAAGCCCCTGCGCGAAAGCAGGGGCAAGCCATGTCAGAGCTTGTAGGCT
GGAGCTGCTTCG

2 CAGCTGCATCTGAGTCAGATTCTGTAAGTCATCACAATAAGGAAAGGAAAATTCCGGGGATCCGT
CGACC

Al GTCAACATTTATTTAACCTTTCTTATATTTGTTGAACGAGGAAGTGGTATATTCCGGGGATCCGTCG
ACC

A2 GCGCCGTGCGCCCACTGGCGTACCGGATACTGTTITGTCCATGTGAACCCCTGTAGGCTGGAGCTGC
TTCG

K1 ATTCCGGGGATCCGTCGAC

K2 TGTAGGCTGGAGCTGCTTCG

Cl1 TTCGTTTCCCCGGGATGCTT

Cl2 ATCGCGATAACCCGCTGCTGA
AJl GGCGTACCGGATACTGTT

AJ2 CCTGTCCGGTGCCCTGAAT

KZ1 ATTCAGGGCACCGGACAGG
K71’ CCTGTCCGGTGCCCTGAAT

K72 TTTCTCGGCAGGAGCAAGGTGAG
Kz2’ CTCACCTTGCTCCTGCCGAGAAA

The underlines indicate about 50 bp homology extensions of a target knockout gene.

BEW, 4% FERIE (VIV), 37 'C. 100 t/min JiE
R IRG R, LA 3k, BOPHE;
S LREEEE (% E BIOTRO /A H], . BIOG-M),
R 2.5 L, 37 °C, WA H MK 20 g/L, #%
T 200~250 r/min, S & 0.5 L/min, M 8 h i
B AR TR 20 o/ 47, HZE 22 h, [
10 mol/L i) KOH #5#l pH fRFFTE 7.5

1.4 budC #0 budA EE BB
FEHL K. pneumoniae ZG25 4L, HE

Klebsiella pneumoniae 342 (GenBank Accession
No. NC011283) 435|111 budC 1l budA J: K 514

CJ1. CI2 #1 AJ1. AJ2, ¥"1 budC Al budA J:[A
% pMDIS-T P . HPEM 45 %1519
Cl. C2 I AL, A2 (F 1), HfFFRZLHE2 ME

PrREER R EZY 50 bp By [RIEE 741, L1 pKD13
) DNA gt , 4359 34 B bR LR 475 DNA
F Bt geneP’-Kan-gene™’ . 4 pKD46 JFikiHL &5 A
K. pneumoniae ZG25, # f & &% A Amp
(1.4 mg/mL)[ LB WARIGFRES, 37 CHEFHFRE
8~10 h, X5 2 %A Amp (2.0 mg/mL) Y LB
A L 12~15 h, GfivE &4 pKD46 JFUkLi
WK, K BAREE AT DNA F B3 A
K. pneumoniae ZG25 (pKD46), 7E /Il A Kan (¥ LB
[ ASF-H e+, FHEE 42 CHiFR 12 h
PLERR pKD46 kL, 4 pCP20 ks HLf% 5 AT
R4, 30 CH5F% 2h, FIF pCP20 VHBRFL L+
o Kan JUHESEH, ARG THR 2 42 ‘CHESE 12~16 h
% Bk pCP20 TR,
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1.5 F{LFRIIE
BFTHE DNA F B #E S5 76 Kan T

KRS ES 1Y KL, K25 ATl Al2;
CJ1. CJ2; KZ1, KZI’fl KZ2, KZ2’#41 PCR
ik, K1 Fl K2 40502 Kan HUPERER LS|
YRR WS4, CI1. CI2 Al AJ1, AJ2 4352
bud C 1 bud A BEPH EJEFI M E A Br. KZ1,
KZ1'H KZ2, KZ2°53 552 Kan Hud i B b a) 5t
B 81 M R 1 HAMNT A
1.6 MEAHZE
1.6.1 YR RABE=Y0E

J TR PP A0 T A R DA 0 BE TR A
ODgso /o 4l T EAR £ 55 /45L 1 OD=
0.25 g/L. KEEM P HM . 1,3-8 8. 2,3-T

TR LR, ZBE. FLER . BRI E S %
CHR[10]4
1.6.2 EHENE

o- £ T 2L TR 0 R Tt 11 7 275 SCHR[15], g
WG HALE R 37 CT R8N o- CEEFLER IR
B AR o- CTEFLIR =4 1 umol 3-F85E-2- T i f)
it it

2,31 R U I 0 275 SCHR[20], G
1 XA 37 C T A58 46 1 pmol NADH H{H
NAD i i .
1.6.3 FEHEFENE

R 85 11 5 25 5% ] Bradford 3£ 5%
LA BSA WHRUEE I

2 &R

2.1 budC #0 budA B EF LR KRIIKE
VIR pKD13 NDA S#bisi, §744 s H AR
T4 DNA A Bf budCP’-Kan-budCP #n
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budAP-Kan-budAP*’, %4k % & pKD46 JFkiny
K. pneumoniae ZG25 &3z 21, Al B 41 /5 7E Kan
SRR budC AT budA FE PR B AR

¥ & Kan HidESEH 1) budC SR B AR IET T
F7% PCR KE, Z5RuE 2 FiR. a5 4
X519 K1, K2; CJ1, CJ2; CJ1, KZ2'HI KZ2,
CJ2 X} budC SR EHITHTE PCR %, budC
FER GRS AR AT LA E] 1 303 bp. 1 394 bp.
627 bp 1 790 bp K/NF B, i K H R CI1. CI2
ST A3 E] 862 bp H Bt & Kan HitEIERH
() budA Bk BRI TR Y5 PCR B iE QN 3 Fios .
YBIFIE 4 X514 K1, K2; AJL, AJ2; AJl,
KZ1'Ml AJ2, KZ1 #7875 PCR %7€, budA I
DR e 2 R AR AT LA 2 1303 bp., 1600 bp., 752 bp
742 bp KN B, HRRMRIL AJ1. AJ2 AT 1%
F 1 077 bp FrBt. DNA B LK B 45 1 5 B
WEAFS, 5B budC H1 budA JEDR B AL , K
JERE pCP20 554K % budC A1 budA JE [ B2 B
1 Kan HUHE LRI BR, 4R1509 budC LR B2k 147
44 K. pneumoniae ZG38 (budCA), 3RTFHY
budA ZE K 2k B 44~ K. pneumoniae ZG38
(budAA).

2 budC EEERKEAIEE PCR £E

Fig. 2 Identification of the budC knockout by colony
PCR. M: DL2 000 DNA marker; 1, 3, 5, 7: mutant
(budCA) containing Kan resistance gene; 2, 4, 6, 8:
parent strain.
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2000
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750
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El 3 budA EFRRKEMEE PCR £3E
Fig. 3 Identification of the budA knockout by colony
PCR. M: DL2 000 DNA marker; 1, 3, 5, 7: mutant

(budAA) containing Kan resistance gene; 2, 4, 6, 8:
parent strain.

PARRIE R 2 AR R Y 2,3- T it S i .5 4
Kl AA BN, R TRIARTERE A R R B A
% . K. pneumoniae ZG38 (budCA)BE A K&l i 2,3-
T R EEEEG , Ui K. pneumoniae ZG38
(budCA)¥ budC & [K O 9 LI kB, [RIAs A 30
R 3-8 5-2-THI R =R EdhE AR5
), TERME 5~15 h W R 3-F80k-2-T fidvk
JE 240 R ARG 120% , ifE— 236 Kl budC
FER AR, 1 T 3-8 0E-2- T Wi R BE b oK
H 2, K. pneumoniae ZG3 (budAA) 154 Kl
H2,3- T B EREEE, Jy budA BED A B
S T ARAIE

WARRIE DR 28 AR ARG o- £ T L R O 8 Il g 7.5
WA 4B fs, R EHRIERE A W R P AR a-
LMot LR I 42 ity 1) 15 7% . K. pneumoniae ZG38
(budCA) ) budC FE[A BRI 1 A 3-F23E-2- T Fil R
FIIEIIS, o- THE LR 50 It 1) 335 1 A LG T
FRIRE T4 20% (6~24 h), K. pneumoniae ZG38
(budAA) BEA K Y o- £ T FLIR I R RS 4, Ut
B K. pneumoniae ZG38 (budAA) ) budA A

—=— 7G25
2t ——7G38 2budCA)
5 —e— ZG38 (budAA)
£
2
2
m 1r
G
o
2
=
8
<
0 t ? I i 3
6 12 18 24 30 36
t(h)
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Q
a
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G
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=
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0 3 . i . — S
6 12 18 24 30 36
t(h)

4 K. pneumoniae ZG25. K. pneumoniae ZG38
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M E

Fig. 4 Time course of specific activity of BDH (A) and
a-ALDC (B) in K. pneumoniae ZG25, K. pneumoniae
ZG38 (budC A) and K. pneumoniae ZG38 (budAA).

22 RETHBID M AEERE

R T A 2 5 5 DR 8 % AR AR R R AR
FERIRZ I, ARWFIEXT R B K. pneumoniae
ZG25 By i BE R B2 T K. pneumoniae ZG38
(budCA) Fi K. pneumoniae ZG38 (budAA)#4T T
PRI A WESLSG, 45 % ], K. pneumoniae ZG38
(budCA) F1 K. pneumoniae ZG38 (budAA)fY-F-1
FeA K (2.07/h, 0.583/h)F1A K& (8 5) 1
T &R (2.22/h), $iW] budC Fi budA H:[A
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BRI T AR A, MHELZTR, budA
DR 4 g 2R X BT AR P9 5 T B o™ 6, AN R I Aot
Firf, K. pneumoniae ZG38 (budAA) YA 2
A AR 25%~35% . K. pneumoniae ZG38
(budAA) R BELE R IR, A A 13-
PSRN 2,3- T W, T At I 4 iy 7 ek B S 3
FLIR . BRHIMR . LSRN LRI 1 43 5 R Hh R TR
iy 6.6, 2.7, 2.1 F1 1.8 fix,

Hm e 25 & (K 6), K. pneumoniae
ZG38 (budCA) I HIH il i BE J1 A4 55 Tt & T
B, HORTERR 12 h B E & FESTR A, T
K. pneumoniae ZG38 (budCA) #| 24 h A JHFE KR
Sy H, ERREAS R B i S A TR bR
5% B M AR OR R AR R A K F (0.5~1 /L),
1M K. pneumoniae ZG38 (budAA) BRI H i
HIRETIRRAR, B ERBEA R, R 18R 5%
B2 30 g/L B H .

207 —— 7G25
—e— ZG38 (budCA)
—+— ZG38 (budAA)
15+

Biomass (g/L)
5

o
n

0 6 12 18 24 30 36
t(h)

5 K. pneumoniae ZG25. K. pneumoniae ZG38
(budCA) #1 K. pneumoniae ZG38 (budAA) B4 44 |
%

Fig. 5 Time course of cell growth of K. pneumoniae
ZG25, K. pneumoniae ZG38 (budCA) and K. pneumoniae
ZG38 (budAA).
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RBERARH T IR r e a5 R 6 B,
K. pneumoniae ZG38 (budCA) Ky 1,3-1N _FEHI

A K. pneumoniae ZG25 140
20
—— 1,3-PDO
215 ¢ -~ Agéggamd 3 )
K = %%:cmllc acid )
@ ano =
g 10 —o— Lactic 24 g
2 —— Glycerol S
£ 51| 105
0 0
6 12 18 24 30 36
t (h)
B K. pneumoniae ZG38 (budCA) 40
20 1
2is) T {0g
) —— Acetlc acid =)
= —o— Succinic acid | 20 =
B 10 | —— Ethanol e
2 —— Lactic 51
3 —— Glycerol =
A5 1100
0 0

6 12 18 24 30 36
¢ (h)

C 10 ; K pneumoniae ZG38 (budAA)

M 40

— —e— Acetic acid 30 ~

% —— Succinic acid %

2 —— II%that.nol )
I —— Lactic =

‘§ —— Glycerol 20 g

3 5

~ 100

0 0

6 12 18 24 30 36
t(h)
6 K. pneumoniae ZG25 (A)~ K. pneumoniae ZG38
(budCA) (B ) K. pneumoniae ZG38 (budAA) (C) &Y
R A B
Fig. 6 Shake-flask fermentations of K. pneumoniae
ZG25 (A), K. pneumoniae ZG38 (budCA) (B) and K.

pneumoniae  ZG38  (budAA)  (O). 1,3-PDO:
1,3-propanediol; 2,3-BD: 2,3-butanediol.
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2,3- T Rk F) 21.7 g/L f1 3.4 g/, A
R HRRIN 111% 80 65.3% . 5H KM,

2,3- T - T, t4h, K. pneumoniae
ZG38 (budCA) FAIRRAY 1,3-T0 /=5, B
IREAL %53 0.603 g/(L-h)F1 0.682 mol/mol, 4}
A H R AR 109% F 112% . F L AT, budC
FE DN R B B 2,3- T P A O BRI T

23- T i, JF4em T 13- i i
23 RTERBI O LR A B2

TE VB K T S5 56 1 Sk Al b UE— 2 5
K. pneumoniae ZG38 (budCA) & E#/Er" 1,3-IN
BEMRET), 7€ 5 L REEREPX R K.
pneumoniae ZG38 (budCA) #EAT T Zr kbl & %
Sy, REEEERAE 2 PR,

% 2 K. pneumoniae ZG25 1 K. pneumoniae ZG38 (budCA) K% st} & B4 R
Table 2 Fermentation results of fed-batch fermentation of K. pneumoniae ZG25 and K. pneumoniae ZG38

(budCA)
Strains K. pneumoniae K. pneumoniae Ratio of K. pneumoniqe ZG38 (budCA)
7ZG25 7G38 (budCA) to K. pneumoniae ZG25

Fermentation time (h) 40.0 40.0 -

1,3-PDO (g/L) 61.00 66.90 110.00

2,3-BD (g/L) 8.81 6.18 70.00

Acetic acid (g/L) 5.95 7.86 132.00

Ethanol (g/L) 3.32 0.80 24.10

Lactic acid (g/L) 1.61 1.39 86.00

Succinic acid (g/L) 2.16 2.70 125.00
Productivity of 1,3-PDO (g/(L-h)) 1.53 1.67 110.00
Conversion rate of 1,3-PDO (mol/mol) 0.630 0.701 111.000

2 2 ATLLEH, K. pneumoniae ZG38
(budCA) ) 1,3-IN R JEH 66.9 g/L, AHHLT
MR RIS T 10%, 1,3-18 =4 %
(B JRFE AL R W B B . IR Ay, 2,3-
TEER AR IR R T 2,3- T R R
FIREARS , 23 BIFEAR T 30.0% F1 75.9% . 9X1fi budC
SRR EE R TEZN O . BEHIR, R
budC R Bk AT LU S ) 2,3- T iR te
(R 7 1) £ TR RN FATR IR A o

3 itk

TR R AT 55 I iR A2 L DR A BR A A 2 1 —

R PR AR, X2 X TrRE K
B i R BRI 9 20 A e s O A g o
X} budC & F T bud A 5 PR ) e B A5 380 1 AH ] 1
5. WUREEE MYk, budC SRR B B AR
2,3- T Rl U e R TR RRFRAR T 30%,
FEWAT 58 A FPNTE R 2,3- T By a:, 3R
B e A IR AT REAF TR D — 4% 2,3- T B iRAz,
B 2,3-T ZREPR, XAk O A TEA B 2 AT
T L IR ZEMOFT A AR R R P R
HH 2,3-T ZFEEIR A BENLHEA A M, =
A ICKT K. pneumoniae 2,3- 7 [l kb iR 4R
BT
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AR HE R @B AR X K. pneumoniae
2,3- T ZEERIAMERIAT THRE, WE 7 s,
22, 3-T T EERAR A budC LA Bl 2k i 4 BELIKT T
W 2,37 ZEER AR IR A 3 AE-2-
TR 2,3-T R BAME AR A L 2,3-T
B, XA, SRR R BIRME R R E AR
W K EIE AL, FRE 1 mol 2,3-T —FE
AR 25T 8, 2 mol 2R, TE /b #RE & %
T, ZRRN R R 2,3- T R R 1.88
(% 2), SERTIEAYS, WA 10
HESE T SO B AN R T REAEAE 2,3- T REI #hig
1, IF H 24 25 R 9l BT S 23 3 1 g (BT A b
WG 2,3- T W

budA  Ji P F) e 2K Xof BT 1A 14 A= J A 3™ A

THREm, 2,3-T AR EERAEY RN
AEEEMNAHRRE, BAEEEHNRA
NAD'/NADH VA, 3-3-2- T Wi 2,3- T %
A — NPT R A A RN, ik 2,3- T ZEEAR
WA R AR — R, ERAER LA
SIE T LN E AR JEOFA, 1T budA DR fik
FNEHAER TixX—IhRe, 48 SR E K b
SZEE], AEEEL, Hh A R AR
AL R NADH T4 FETERIE A% 2] = 1R
RRAG PR A 07 W8 e A b, DT 3 35 A ek
FEHRLIR | BRHIIR . LN IR 1 7= B A4
X 5 Zhang 228 9 7 R 5 B A FC T budA St
PRl e 2 TR AR 2 BESS RAHMLL, Zhang 5544 budA S
IR i B Je B AR R AR AR s B, RE$ e T

«—— 2,3-butanediol
i formation route

a-acetolactat

__________________
' 1

Acetoin :
NAD

Diacetyl

2,3-butanediol

'A'cé'téféq """" ’
cycle
Acetylbutanediol ¥ Hydroxyethyl-TPP
NAD® Diacetyl
NADP” AACRase AACSase
Acetylacetoin TPP

NAD

NADPH
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