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Microbial production of chondroitin sulfate: a review
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Abstract: Chondroitin sulfate (CS) is the typical sulfation glycosaminoglycan and widely applied in the industries of
pharmaceutical, health products and cosmetic for its peculiar properties. CS is the main component of cartilage
proteoglycans in animal and capsular polysaccharide in a few bacteria. CS can be extracted from animal sources and

produced via microbial fermentation. In this article, development of chondroitin sulfate by fermentation, biosynthesis and
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regulating mechanisms of CS in bacteria are described. Furthermore, prospect and tendency of chondroitin sulfate from

bacterial fermentation are addressed.

Keywords: chondroitin sulfate, fermentation, synthesis pathway, metabolic regulation

FIRECE E (Chondroitin sulfate, CS) 7EN
WERERER S FIRIEZHE , |12 A4 T AR ER
B URE . MENBEAELE AR LT, 5B YTR
WMRARE R OCEARGIEARE (32
BT AR 2R), W T FRE BE A R R
RS, WM AR B aT U KT
FEMBEZME, 2010 4F (A N RILFIE 278 )
V8B TR K 229 A 7 ¥ 4 I A6 9 AR O T s 1Y)
ALY o [FIRTBRRR S0 R AR AR S A ST R
W, T TR S AL AR m Rk
B R HAREE N 4-GleA-B-1,3-GalNAc-p-1
(Gl A WETERR , GalNAc: ZBEEALBEND, T
BRI & 7 s AN, TS SRR 4K 2 220y
1 CS-0, A, B, C, D, E, F %285 (K 1), Hrr,
YRR TR IR R kL2l cS-A, C,

BRIRACE 2 0 Tolk Ak AR 7= ok TR |« ik
SGRRICT A, WRAE . Bl X9 e ik
B YRR SR R R R R, AR
MRicE Rl EEENTFRE, 20542k ht
1) 80% , SRR IR R KA EML A E, L

CS-0:GleA-GalNAc

CS-A:GlcA-GalNAc(4S)

CS-B:1doA(2S)-GalNAc(4S)

CS-C:GlcA-GalNACc(6S)

CS-D:GlcA(2S)-GalNAc(6S)

CS-E:GlcA-GalNAc(4,65)
B 1 WmERRERMNEHY

Fig. 1  Structure of chondroitin sulfate™.
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1 FBEEFRBRETEREIEOY ML, & HATRBRKE B A BT 0 R 2
k. {H E. coli K4 & /=#)°h K4CPS, RPS-pEEK

HZ (4-B-GlcA(Fru)-1,3-p-D-N-GalNAc-1) 7, 75
RAGHE & OB 3 *{u%wo A% Hﬁ%%m@&mﬁﬁf%* AR

R Jii 9 v -
Tl P B 1) J\z% oy dl AR R U |2 AR

BEU B R 3) AR KR k@gﬂﬁﬁiﬂ; FEINAE 7 A, 2 AR B il ) B 84558
4) SBIEAF R 5) Hbﬁinm nEkcE L B2 Pomultocida ah/aﬁm%%% LI, m

9

11 WMEBEREZRNEFERRENE
FAR S PV 22 EL TR T A0 TR 45 A B 2 e

HEM S I HA R g b g SOVRERAEORETL PULT Aok 2R
i Pasteurella multocida. KJ#FFE Escherichia HRIET P. multocida type FRYHE 2 A A
coli FlA B ZE kT 1% Bacillus subtilis 25 3 FhisiA: pmCS HATIRINIEE AL G B R 2 sE, (Hp

L NE BB A RNAK R, WJo=EH6E. 7F 2010 4, 3
e, KIBFFHEAE N AR Yy, Hak = Amano Enzyme 2 R F| 9N S 2EHOFT 1 Bacillus

Skt | R LR 20 A S 2 L natto EL4EA A BRIRACE R, (H7 RN

F1 EYEKEEFRERRERIEMUY
Table 1 Progress in biotechnological production of chondroitin and chondroitin sulfate

Microorganism/enzyme Product Process Yield (g/L) Reference

Fermentation

B. subtilis BN Chondroitin sulfate Batch fermentation 4.20 [13]
B. natto Chondroitin sulfate Shake flask 0.24 [6]
E. coli O5:K4:H4 K4CPS Batch fermentation 0.08-0.09 [7]
E. coli O5:K4:H4 K4CPS Batch fermentation 0.30 [14]
E. coli O5:K4:H4 CS-A,C,E Defructosilation and selective sulfation NR [15]
E. coli O5:K4:H4 K4CPS Fed-batch fermentation 1.40 [16]
E. coli 05:K4:H4 K4CPS liign eelll dndlyy euivedlon oo 473 [17]
microfiltration bioreactor

E. coli O10:K5:H4 Chondroitin E}iﬁf}?ﬂ??ﬂgﬁe %‘;ﬁ fpLIRRlE Mo 0.05 [18]
Enzyme

P. multocida pmCS Desulfated chondroitin Chemoenzymatic synthesis NR [9]
P. multocida pmCS Chondroitin ecég;lfgagﬁc gg tivﬁ’t’;‘ifsayznd 10 Wi NR [19]
P. multocida pmCS Chondroitin gr)i)rz;/(zlisiigr;halig ﬂsglcs o e, NR [20]
E. coli K4 KfoC Chondroitin fractions I 0 clongiion of chemdiolis NR [21]

exasaccharides with K4CPS

NR: not reported.
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80% NG RE VZ15, i — LM Hos = i R 3
B, R B E 2 A Ul KfoC 12 313 %
7 R A5 U RA (Arg—Glu), ffif5 KfoC Xf
UDP-GalNAc FJ %A1 1 858 [lif, Cimini
£ E. coli K4 it 3Rk kfoC, ¥ K4CPS /"5
BE T 2455, FaRgEREN, WA
SRR R SRR 2R e K6 U DBl o 38 Ao A A 3
N MGG BGEAR, & IRAMERT IR Z 0 R A
R, Ho i T R R R R R R
BB N R . ik, Roman £ KT
i i 3R35 UDP-#i 2B =% (UDPGDH), ¥
UDP-GIcA i 3 /%, MUKA &ML
W=, RS T 3 5240, X—iFse s
SRR, AUE IR F AR BT & Xt 2 S
JEE LA Se e bR Y TR RS R
FERR LG S S B M . ABLNY |
B 175 O DA K A A B P AP R AR
FRERE R 7 i, W] N SRR IR SR 2 b
BN ZER, Wit &Rk region 2 &k
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Pe; 2) 5 IR BRI (14 SR SRR Ry 204
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TE TR AT iR pK4ECOS H:t:, NIk, Cimini 45
TESEN, pKAECOS Iy i) Jhilt b & B RE A 4 A
AMEFEIA Ll pK4EC0S MaiiRrE e e
FRHMEIE , FEXTE A B R T AT T OO kS
F%, % K4CPS =itk ®] 9.2 g/L, N HAETH
18 B B A
12 REBFHEMECSERGUIZHMRER

JRUGE A B2 M R Tk AR P R R A R
VTR P ok, (i TRFE e, A TRk
M, mit7E 1988 4Eil & I E. coli O10:K4:H4
JENEZWE S5 T R AR R 2, 1996 4FFIH K4 1§
FRIEAT A BT ST , SR Rodriguez 9 & BEE: 57 3
TE 14 L RBERE DR 24 h s, BRERIECE E W7~
HH 300 mg/L!Y, X—BFRSIR T KBRS
TRIRERH R AR . AHOCHT 5T 24 b 7E
I T 25 A TR A TR AR A B2 i DR AR B | i
FR AR R R PR B
121 KEZ&MH

1) IR SRR S AR KA E SR
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2, Cimini 55 L T #I &G BE A1 H I X E. coli K4
FEIERR R AE R W RE I, O TR 3G 34 R
PR ER R i, (HH A b &
MEUEAN R, A B B RS 0 23 (R ik R R
T CIRAERI =R A, B E R 2 M 1
77 2 MAC 36 45 AT 114 ok e AP e e 2 42 P AR
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2) AR TR W L AN B I
g1, HERUE M T Y e RS . A R
BESEIMAE N RE R LN, fEIE 2 A . B
FERM, 24 DO KT 10% 0, FREE RS
B R 2R TR, T H R, [RIE A
KR AR K R DL S R

3) KRBT 2 FEMEZHE AR T,
5 W T FE B0 I S T IR A R R
., ERENE AR A ME . Cimini 76 &
£ L S 1B U N1 R 1 =W 1 R g e
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RS 545 UL HRFRISUHEER, F
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A TR =8, LAFRBRAN I A o 2 B s e
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R FHIX — SR, (BRI B it ot &
(295 mg/L) FIAME T HEERE (1.4 g/L) 435
T 16 A1 3.3 £,
122 WMBRRERPERTZ

R TR 4R . KACPS B 52wt , |
W 25 R A v BRSO [ IS A3 B BT 9 KACPS, 46
NEEIE B/ N P2, CFEEUTIETS R 20

IR ARG ff EE A BT, d5c e 280 i p sl Bl
SERI RS H KACPS!'), alifk fiig KACPS iR
21k 0 SR RIS I A A A5 25 R i) Bl At 1 2k i
o %4, I pH % 2.8~3.0, 100 C
fRIRZE/D 1 h, RIRTE 250, SRR 1o 4K
HRALIRIE SR &0t 2 6 22 nyfbazkt
H, RA8F] CS-A, C, EP, (R Ay Bk A T
H e 83— iR 3 E R, RRefER—2
BEEE AN R SRR RR AL o o4 iR iX — 5]/, Bedini
SRR T ORISR, B0 GleA 1Y 2,3 fif
WS 2 AR S A 3R 28 AT PR OR Y GalUAC 19
4,6 NifEHE, PAEARRISAE TIRRRTIF, 51
TR BN RSB LR BR R R R R AL
RIAT75- 2 4 17 F01 6 57 BEALAR R AL 1Y A 1 — B iR 4k
R WA A=, B, w52
9 CS-A, CAEF ML, BA TR N,
2 RRBELEEHEE

21 EREREK
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WEERIBI . Feis e (ShaEZk 2P, L
WHEEA UG , region 1 HAY KpsS il KpsC X Hik
JEPEA SR HE1T Kdo M, Hirh Kdo i CMP-Kdo
fit25, 1fii CMP-Kdo NI H region 1 H1f#% KpsF Al
KpsU 25 & . A}, KdsD fil KdsB B B &
i, CMP-Kdo HYIIfER ", fese misiifs,
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Region 1

Region 2 Region 3

<
<

> < | >
> >

kpsF kpsE kpsD kpsU kpsC  kpsS kfoG kfoF  kfoE  kfoD 1S2  kfoC kfoB kfoA kpsT kpsM
B2 K4FEBEZESHERE
Fig.2 The gene cluster for K4CPS biosynthesis 7).
#2 5 KACPS HHHEXMER
Table 2 Proteins involved in the biosynthesis of K4CPS:3
Protein Homolog Location Function
KpsF KdsD s A.rabmose-.S-phosphate epimerase; involved in CMP-Kdo
biosynthesis
KpsE Periplasm Exports nascent polymer across periplasmic space
KpsD Outer membrane Exports nascent polymer across outer membrane
KpsU KdsB Cytoplasmic CMP-Kdo synthetase; involved in CMP-Kdo biosynthesis
Adding phosphatidyl-Kdo to the reducing terminus of the
LG TSI finished capsular polysaccharide immediately before export
Adding phosphatidyl-Kdo to the reducing terminus of the
LS Linaes I finished capsular polysaccharide immediately before export
Inner membrane Transmembrane domain component of the ABC transporter;
KpsT .
(Integral) exports nascent polymer across the inner membrane
Nucleotide-binding domain component of the ABC
Inner membrane .
KpsM c transporter; exports nascent polymer across the inner
(Peripheral)
membrane
. UDP-glucose 4-epimerase; convert UDP-GIcNAc to
KfoA GalE Cytoplasmic UDP-GalNAc
KfoB DcbE Cytoplasmic Involved in bacterial capsule production
KfoC pmCS Cytoplasmic Chondroitin synthase
KfoD BcebD Outer membrane Involved in bacterial capsule production
KfoE BebG Syt Responﬁlble for the addition fructose residues to the linear
condroitin back-bone
KfoF KfiD Cytoplasmic UDP-glucose dehydrogenases
KfoG DcbB Outer membrane Has glycosyltransferase activity

18 RTINS TRR 2 o o KpsM A iR
BEA, A8 6 NS i KpsT W& A
—A~ ATP 2545 K IOF AT ATP /K figt 2,
TEfZ A RE T, KpsT lad Ul M HEE 5 R
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Ui phosphatidyl-Kdo, 52 BE8EAH HAEH .
Region 2 F 211 57 i 2 W5 S ILHT AR5 BUAH

KRG, ZHEE 5 ILHAIG X, E. coli K4

region 2 13K 14 kb (K 2), 145 kfoA~G &5 7 1>
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BN 1 AME AR 15227, Hirh KfoA F1 KfoF
325 T HIAY R UDP-GalNAc 5 UDP-GlcA
(6 o kfOC St AT XU BEMH I 5% 7% lfg 16
M R A R IE I, 1% N s C s A
BL 567 W 15 VE A7 2040 B S HT K UDP-GleA FiI
UDP-GalNAc HZ5&Y, I e BB sl £ %
BREBE AR R A, AT SE A R 2 p4EDY
SECH LR, KACPS A 1 skt HiR
PHL 5 S T RST80T B el A
A B L AL WG PE A S KfoG B, A
Krahulec i 13 [7] 5 55 21 5 A Bt kfoG FE N R bR f=
KA4CPS S5t IF A KA U A el A4S, AT 45 28
T xR, ] 2012 4F, Trilli 4" % B KfoE
EHN RN, JERPR kfoE 3R 15 3 A4 =
A E I E. coli (AkfoE) KLY, %341, 7E kfoC
Fl kfoD PISEIH Z 145 1 KA 1 331 bp )
AT 182, &— %1z DNA Joff, 54
B[R IR PE 96% , R WIHR A LA Hy FLAh 7 5% 7%
AT,
22 HYERER

KA4CPS 7EAHME T H & 1L, I B — R I iz
HE PR G 3% 28 20 G THT , S5 A 40 ] PR
R )Z . HABGE RNk 1) HbEE
B 2) ZRRE S ST .
221 HMERIARE R

DLV AR, FTAY) BT UDP-GleA
UDP-GalNAc B & a2 & 3 s . K i %pk
RN 32 30 40 A P TGS B SR — 2, i
it PEP-PST #i2 2245 . ABC f%ia T HIi T4 5%
J5 58 PEP-PST RGiAEH E. coli WU % 4
(=272, 7R 58 MU AR iz 1 R s S0 T A

EWER BRI . BEJS LR EE-6-W5 R (Gle-6-P)
DR, JE I AR R AR 5 ) UDP-GleA Fil
UDP-GalNAc,

1) UDP-GlcA BYG 8 : Gle-6-P i i A8 1 iy
(Phosphoglucomutase) % 1k A #j % #i -1- B 12
(Gle-1-P), - FH PR T Bt — s 12 i 2 W AR 1R F L
(UTP-glucose-1-phophate uridylyltransferase) 4k
Glc-1-P 5 UTP 4 1% UDP-Glc.,UDP-Glc 7F UDP-
I L S8 (UDP-glucose dehydrogenase) /i
T AL ZIE B UDP-GleA.

2) UDP-GalNAc Y& : 5, Gle-6-P i
HIPEEIR S A9 EE  (Phosphogluco isomerase) 544
A Fru-6-P, iS4 % (Glutamine-fructose-
6-phophate transaminase) M2 BERETS ]2 JE,
B SN GIeN-6-P, i 5 1] [R5 4k 22 7 il
A GIeN-1-P o 4K J5 il oF & P 5 5% %8 i
(Glucosamine-1-phosphate N-acetyltransferase) M
L BEH B A (Acetyl-CoA) # %% 2 it 3 5
GlcN-1-P & %, GleNAc-1-P,GlecNAc-1-P #£ UDP-
LTk B B IR (UDP-N-acetylglucosamine
diphosphorylase) b~ & WiA% Hb% UDP-GlcNAc.
B 5 i 25 W S M) B (UDP-glucose-4-epimerase)
S MR UDP-GalNAc, i kA fbii 72 /i
BT B, TESRRERTIRG it e, A8 (67 Fg RN 2
il 2 6 JE 22 W B IR AR 5 W I R A2 03 TR Y 56
— AN, HEEE B E S 20 A AR
WHE /N, R S 20 S R
KRG, BN AR (KfoF) F1ISA4HE (KfoA)
SO BRI R e — A, ORI AT S
B SCHEABR o i 3RAK A AR A4 1Y

R,
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ABC
transporter

[

EC:5.3.1.9

Fru-6-P

3 KAEBEZHERREMIRE

EC:5.4.2.2
Glc-6-P<—>Glc-1-P UDP-Glc———— UDP-GIcA
C Glc ﬁ c ifoF c

EC:2.6.1.16
GlcN-6-P<—>GlcN-1-P

gln-L glu-L

EC:2.7.7.9 EC:1.1.1.22

0.
UTP PPi

EC:5.4.2.10 EC:2.3.1.157

GIcNAc-1-P

Acetyl-CoA (oA
EC:2.7.7.23
EC:5.1.3.2 PPi

UDP-GalNAc «<—— UDP-GIcNAc
kfoA

Fig. 3 Biosynthesis pathway for precursor of K4CPS in E. coli K4.

222 ZHHRESHE
ZHRRE S R, BT AR
WA RAE GBS, XFEGE5A R TR
BIERL 300 kDa LA 1 1) 224 4 I 1k 2 o 20 B I
A S i 2 AR xBTS A~D 4
(E 4y, A: M ECE R G (KfoC)
UDP-GlcA #l UDP-GalNAc SE M B £ %
Wl B AR I D R S, A 22 0 O R I
UDP?L, [fliif UDP IRAESHCH R A A5
M UDP W25 & REsg & U TE M, 252
B B TR PS  ZoREEETE S P v SR R
(KfoE) 7£ GlcA 1) C3 prds sk, ¥ e
B K4CPS 65RO B 78 0% R A 1 [A]
KpsF fifk S-BERAZME (RuSP) Sk S-Whma kT
PIAARE (ASP)P), Fify KpsU & (14 K Kdo AT
& CMP-Kdo*"', Kdo g2 Wik Hr H 4 o st )
Jit, M KpsS F1 KpsC 53 7EHT & B2 M6 1340
JFEPE AR w%EHE I phosphatidyl-Kdo, iR ZHEHY
BT, Co A B SRR s i R R TR
HoR SRR S5 M e 2 B TR, Tl
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PR R AR SR BEAE A T Kdo 52
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H 52 E A PEER T 52800 . i s RIA
ANEE FIME LU R E I 2 MR PR L, W Bliss I
Silver i & # 3k KpsD &, FEAIIESMEIE Mk
WL, TAL T A0MI B B -1, e T3
FAET U [N IR S A U R R A DA ik
WEFE 2 iy e i
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e AR K AR, Y IRBEIR AR
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BERIREhT (o B3 T) ByEE (& 5).Region 1
Jash¥ (PR1) FlRegion 3 JGahT (PR3), 435l
T Region 1 L3 225 bp Fl Region 3 -3 741 bp.
PRI #% 5kp=H:— 252970 8 kb W2 f -, B J A+
AT 57 11— 4529 1.3 kb 1 kpsS %% 5% 74178 PR3
R region 3 JEfHZE region 2 i FEH, THE
RfaH #1Z 5, RfaH 4 region 3 [Jf# 30 bp &b
1) ops JFAN4S G, TEfG IR 5 RNA RE
EEWMEAER, T region 2 F55E A9 IEH T,
ops FEAI BB rfaH Jk K 58748 YR BE 77 A 2
B2

R Z WA R R ) e sk 2 B 2R R M
PR, FZA H-NS 5 SlyA. Hr, H-NS1E
J— PRI E A, B RREER . e
FEHEE , ATA 10° A5 F/FE N 4L, GER I E. coli

PN
B[4

il

<p

S

......................40

ML 5% HYIEFRT, T SlyA Rk —F R
W7, WIS H-NS [H454T DNA FEHmH]
H-NS 44, (AHERRZ R i,
I, A3 G Y H-NS/SIyA () % i3 3h 1
HEA AR 1 B = iR S . Rl s R, EARR
ZUET, M H-NS/SIyA HfE s, We AR
SlyA Joik4mifil H-NS 55 PR1., PR3 454, MifiBH
IR %, RZ, fEEREAET, ME
SIlyA A%, 5 PRI, PR3 45480,
Bk H-NS 15 DNA AYZ5 A IF 06 3t R A0 i

o
He

o AN, TR SIyA H K S H-NS I A%
EHE WSS THNE L, #—P ik H s
6. A, PR1, PR3 %G %TE % SIlyA HIAR

RiKP Rk, IREHLIAHR AE HNS
B 51,

|

o ..

«

Kp

Outer membrane

Periplasmic space

e
(P CCC )

Inner membrane

;Q ]oooouoo
.' . ATP

ADP!

C

4 KAEBEZEHERSHEE

Fig. 4 Biosynthesis and transportation of the K4 capsular polysaccharide*'’. (A) Synthesis of K4CPS occurs in the
cytoplasmic. (B) KpsF and KpsU convert ribulose 5-phosphate (RuSp) to CMP-Kdo, which is transferred to the
reducing terminus of the finished polysaccharide by KpsS and KpsC. (C) Transport across the cytoplasmic membrane is
achieved by KpsM and KpsT. (D) Transport to the cell surface requires KpsE and KpsD.
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