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Fig. 3 CsCl gradient sedimentation of HBsAg partizles from yeast extracts ¢ <) and the serum

of hepatitis B virus carrier («)
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EXPRESSION OF HBsAg GENE IN YEAST

Ao Shizhou
Chu Meijin Dai

Zhou Yizhong
Pejhua Li

Gan Renbao
Zaiping

(Shanghai Institute of Biochemistry, Academia Sinica)

Using a high efficiency promoter from yeast chromosomal DNA, we have

studjed the expression of HBsAg gene in yeast, The HBsAg gene under the

control of this yeast promoter was introduced into a shuttle plasmid capable

of autonomous replication and selection in both the yeast Saccharomyces cere-

visae and Escherichia coli , Yeast cells containing this plasmid produce and

assemble the HBsAg particles which could be detected by radicimmunoassay,

This material is similar in size, density and shape to 22 nm particle, isolated

from the plasma of human hepatitis catriers,
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