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Advances in regulation of Clostridioides difficile sporulation and
germination
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Abstract: Clostridioides difficile is a Gram-positive, toxin-producing obligate anaerobic bacterium, which
is the main pathogen causing antibiotic-associated diarrhea. Spore is an important factor causing spread of
C. difficile and infection recurrence. Sporulation and germination of C. difficile play an important role in
the development of infection. In recent years, more and more specific mechanisms of C. difficile spore
formation and germination have been elucidated. In this article, we reviewed the recent research progress
on the molecular regulation mechanisms of C. difficile sporulation and germination to provide ideas for the
development of effective treatments targeting spores.
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of Prokaryotes) /i iIExCH 4402, 2018 4F, E[H]
CLSI (Clinical and Laboratory Standards Institute)’
HR R T B 4 AR A HR T

SR OME 25 2 B & Y (Clostridioides  difficile
Infection, CDI)iT 4R 7E VY ER 2 K il 151 i
TR BEOGTE s CDI S T 8 B R MESSAR A 10 1 2
FEFE LS5 | Bl TR A AR R T G |, AR R
TR R R BIESE, EE ST L hIEYE
R, hEEES . BRI SE, R
T2 by T XR 2K A R HI 2 T A o T L) 3 25
FERHEARGEMTM:, RIS AL L%,
s PR A X A P S 1) T SR T Y
R XA T 2 R AE AR S PRI B, LA R A i 2 PRk
T BUEE MUARBR AR T AT FEARSMERE 5 4 2 I jksz 21 8
KA (Germinants) W RN THIR . 858 T-56 11
IS, PSR sl Rt 72 , S ZIE U E TR A0
X—if B AE CDI MEU L b 2 ocEE:, HIH5)
FHL S AIEC, HRTE %S CDI M—4ihyT2h
Y, woribh iR ARRE R F N HE R A
(Vegetative Cell), XFZEMIFBAVER, P i BHIR
MESAR B 28 MIE RN 4 049 43§ BL I 30 & 0
ARG B R e m U IR R
T ORI A 3t AT 0 T A 25 OB i, 5 oA 2
FELTE BT G R 2 AT TR . WA 2 AT B S A LG
LG R Y 38 B PR AR A5 F o TP S LA BAR
JHAE R 58 4 B BT S SOR7 B IR A bR 1 25
FRLTE BRI 1 2ok 7 A9 R DG 23 - BIL I A 98 i A T
ZEFIRIA

1 IRMERRE M BOS R R A R0 F
Pl
11 REEREFREIFRIEE

AR XERAR B 25 Mt £ 2 25 AR R, Pl P9 B S04
S kA% 0 (Core) . AFE (Inner Membrane) . B A2 fifd
BE(Germ Cell Wall), JzJiJZ(Cortex). #ME(Outer
Membrane) . ¥ 4% )= (Spore Coat) 13- L6 71 51| B A7 Ay
HMEE 2 (Exosporium)(® 24 AR w2 42 7 75 32 B A

IRBEANE IR = PR SE RIS |, 200 2F M
TV B8R 5 38 B 5 SRR T 2 M i R T e sk
B ST R I, S TR A AAS X R 43 24 1)
T 200 B M3/ I 28 i (Forespore, FS) AT K1)
BE4A I (Mother Cell, MC)PIHR4); BHH BE4A i
ST N, BRI R R R ZE I AT R
2 MR RN S EE 2 (HELL Y 1) LIE BUSAY
RN AR TR AN LR, K A 2R T B A1
bz h (A 1),
12 WMEREFREAIRBES FEREATD
Ll
121 ZFRAFEEEREF Spo0A R EMEIRIE R4

B S5 [ 1 SpoOA (Stage O Sporulation
Protein A)7E 2 Al i B el i Hh a2 28 21 2 R R
FETE G HETE R Spo0A-P 3 & ¥ 4 23 m ™
SPO0A (15K 1 ] S AR ME ISR B 2 2o T8 2 L 1)
AEJT, (ARG R ZEMAF AR H, IRMESR R If R
RIRFAL I Bl TR T Bty PNl PR e i R 8, TR AFAE
5 F i 2 1Y 2 2 BRI CD1352,.CD1492 .CD1579 .
CD1949 Fil CD2492; W5 & CD2492 f4iE Al
P XRE AR TR M e A O B FRAIE 72% 5 1T 55
— Ml CD1579 NI R FERS H4%1d SpoOA iR
PRI 57— TR 5 e BRLLH 44 R BTG CD1492 (1 Rtk
PRI T 55 1) 2R Y iBE /1, JEH SpoOA
FHOCHE A i 2 SR B R TG R, iX R W] CD1492 7E 3y
SPOOA T iR {52 i 23 i T o Aok i v ke 391) 471 i) 9 42
Ve,

Spo0A i 11 45 S RNA B4 o HF Sz 3%t
R XERAR B 25 T il AR A PR 2, Horp SigE L SigF .
SigG Al SigK Ji b E %, SigF 1 SigG ¥ ZAEF 4
AR b & $EAE R T SIgE F SigK A7 7E TRk 41 i
el et AR R, SigF 1 SigE FE RN
L WS S 2 R R 2R A, b SigF =
55 SpolIR. SpollQ. SpolVB %545 [ i ikt
T, LIRS 5 BRI IR A 25 i A B 2R ) 3 2
¥R SigE ERIZEMNG . KZMgREN
G A%, R SigK A DL R ZE I e B v 5
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Figure 1 Schematic diagram of the sporulation and germination process of C. difficile spore

TE: BEFK: FNBNGERE; aafik: FRLERE, FIRERGIRS, T A2, BRI 4028
O EON A ML(MC)FIFTZEML(FS); T AR Y], MC ¥ FS INTR ;s TIDA R SRR B IV MR IZTE i B, 2R A e
R VOB R R B, G MR A R b . ZEMBE R A, A R 2 A2 3 A1 SR K RS B
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Note: Black arrow: Process of sporulation; Red arrow: Process of spore germination. In the process of spore formation, [ is the
asymmetric division stage, and the vegetative cells divide into mother cell (MC) and forespore (FS) in the form of asymmetric two
divisions; 1II is the engulfment stage, where MC engulf FS; III is the formation of cortex layer stage; IV is the stage of spore coat
formation, where the spores mature; V is the stage of mother cell lysis, which releases mature spores into the external environment.
During the germination process of spores, A means that the spore is stimulated by external germinants to activate the process of
germination; B is the cortex hydrolysis process, the core is hydrated and restored to activity, and vegetative cells are formed again

AR RE A A TS L e S8 B 2
JL U] 3= A7 SigG A SigK BYTETE, Sige FE T
S P OV N R L A /INER S 2 LA 11 (Small
Acid Soluble Spore Protein, SASP). MHIE 212
(Dipicolinic Acid, DPA)RHRILL K 17 J2 B1E M 5
SigK 7E 2 MRk A S SIMEE J2 1) A= 1 S 3 2 I R ik
B SPEREI R AT (18 2).
1.2.2 RR-1586

FH 2H 24 2 % Wi A S N T F- (Response
Regulator, RR)ZH A LH /081 RG IE MFE 55
B EETFE, RR @56 B IR
) RR FES PSS GO0 45 ARSI s . A bk
5 18 3 5 108 R ik & P RR-1586 Yo X X242 14 24 i
TR F R l® . Hebdon 23 i 41 B 2438 Al
EYERE TR MER KR E R20291 )
RR-1586 145 G s HEA 1404, %5 14 A JER
& H P ZEMUE BUAHOCHE . CDR20291_0523
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Figure 2 Schematic diagram of the main pathways of
C. difficile spore formation
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Note: Vegetative cell stage in blue, stage of pre-engulfment of
forespore by mother cell in green, stage of post-engulfment of
forespore by mother cell in yellow
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(CotJC1). CDR20291 3401 (SpollR)FZf il #f %k
XKL CDR20291 0477 (SleB); [KRith=zabh, #Ek:
WIS SR M IR 2 TR is B . RS R/
() A W) & % FD % i2 3 1% . ABC (ATP Binding
Cassettee)¥% iz 2 4t (1 84 B 08 5 2F TR B FITE &
M) B S SER P,
1.2.3 famEiE#ERE-F CodY #1 CcpA

B B 2 R i 2 M ) — A E
HI & R %, CodY (GTP-Sensing Transcriptional
Pleiotropic Repressor)fil CcpA (Catabolite Control
Protein A)YE 8 3518717 88 1 E 28 MO TE B i v i
FETE, EA T B IR B ) B SR Y Bk R s R
(k18 BF5E 3 W] CodY FI CopA 7E 4 MiJE it
Rt A 2 i PR A4 P, CodY 78 CDO012
1 CD027 iX 2 PRI IR B & i 19 28 e
JRYRE ST s CodY B mBRR R B i 27 M TE i RE T 1Y
T, Hd opp A sinR X 2 A7 L bR B A G 3E
RN R 323 T CodY [WYE, CodY A 4436 Fk e ik
DAL 4 72 1 98115 1 U 22800 9 CepA B T4
WA A PACEAE, I B ZE MR B ) oG
IR R T SpoOA FiI SigF, iE 5] f71 i) 545 2 M TE A
AP PO 2 3 = TR M2 2 T 2 T TR A 11
ULHRE A, BRI AHDCHE PRI T IR XEAR 1 2
LI B A 70 o) 95V P AR B AL T At
1.2.4 RstA

WS E KB T — A~ 5 HA ZF TR B TR AR B
(R 2E I TE AR SEJE K CD3668, 1% 3k R 5 B fiv 44
A rstA (Regulator of Sporulation and Toxins), HZ&
K RstA B 1R AR R ME 2R T 25 MO TR A i) ]
Af, IR T] LI i R sigD Al SR I IR MESS AR
H s sh AR A P, 78 C. difficile 7 bk
CD RT027 #IF1 R20291 I rh il i — 457 & B,
£ R20291 ARMEAAR A, WBR rstA X T M ™
BEAFDCHE DR (4 520 51K, {HI R e X 8 ) AR DG KR
PRI RSN, TER] T RStA X 2EHOE i
7R I 5 AR A,

125 CamA

DNA H AL 2058 e R A B Ut A4 45 HL
il Z—, DNA HIZLALTATE (U DNA Zifil FiEi |
YRR Ge R s BRI R 2 AR 2R
T, {H DNA HILAXDRMERR A YIPLEE . 8%
S 4505 2 7 TR A RGP,

X 36 BARMESS AR T 1) DNA H LAk 73 B iff 52
RIR, FrA ARMEIAR B AATE — A e B RS 18 Y 2
54 (C. difficile Adenine Methyltransferase A)J: A
camA, ¥ CD630 BHFEI camA flbk i HZE HUIE A%
/D2 500%, SR ShYRIRIZE M T 2 itk
Wb BT CamA {UAFETE TXRMESAR B Al /4K
WEBME T, I H camA XF TR MES R A 1Y & 4
TGRSR, R HAE R MEE AR R e P24
B 7 LR T 2 1 JLR IR, AT DLk H A CDIRYT
Ao R R AL 7 AR B L S R A P,
1.2.6 sinfii&

B ZEUATF R, sin (Sporulation Inhibitor){y
FUGRAS Y sinR F sind i R 0 28 BE s VR
SinR 5 [ F VA2 B AL . AR WIEIE BOF A
Sinl J& SinR WIRLBE 1, PFAHILAEHRE SinR
BETS R MR LE W2 i s RE ),

ARXESS R B A JE R ZH A 2 A sinR Y [R] Y 2
sinR il sinR'. SINRR'E [ 1A I 15 45 28 i
AN ] I R I 8 IR S VB g o 3
ZAh e BRI, SinRRFEM IR TC L TE L2
JitL, T L spoOA Ko I i Ik R 75 5 5% FN 2K 1 328K
S RIE T IE, SinRR'BY R SR AR R 5200 T R ME
FRW I ZF ML AL, SRR SinR 7Y sinR" SRR
PRAG ML, 778 R Fliz shfe S X E i e 3wy s SR
FRRTEM sinR X T 77 Ml | 778 = F1 50 7 5558 i 2
W S LE IR T, sinRYBLAT i 1] R 200,
=P BN, SInRE 2T MD 4565k
(Multimerization Domain, MD)j SinR %5 1454 5K
BLXF SinR A Bk T

SIMFH 2, WRMERRE P SinR 7ERE Rk |
ZF MUY BURNEZ BI 68 77 45 i ke 1 e AR L
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SinR'F#id@ 5 MD 45585 SinR 454, A&
P FIRAEY) A IIRERIVE T . K sinR #l sinR'E
BCUE X XRMERAR B P ik 2 AW D g AAT S
S, H AR AL 5 S i — 2 B AR R .
127 HREREMZFHHKERXER

AR ME 2R T B S5 J2 DA 25 LR e P A A ) S BB
JIREREZEAL , KRR LR ARTIRERE | BT 185
Ve h 2 OCE S SR B R, ISR OL B
200 Y A W T 2 M T e 2T TR ELAT TS A 1 o SR AR
SRRz JZ P UDP-N- 2 it 2 2245 15 74 I P 2 5 g
(UDP-N-Acetylglucosaminel-Carboxyvinyltransferase,
MurA)Fl UDP-N-Z, bt 24 5 FH R TR L- TN 24 IR %
(UDP-N-Acetylmuramate-L-Alanine Ligase, MurC)
Je R X 2SR T 25 I TR i e A A JER SROBE iR 5 i
55 1 2DRNES 3 2D rR R SCHERE s M murA, murC %
ikJ5, CD630 Tk 4 25 M L 247 1 Bl oL, 3R
MurA Fl MurC [a]FE AR RESAR 147 27 MU it it
F) X 4 S PP R -3 P TBE B (Muramic-
§-Lactams) & A2 X 2 2 1 B B 2 v oA HEAE
AL R o> (2915 24%), N-E LTt PdaAl Al
PdaA2 J& il BE-5- Nt & UUT T I s 72 PdaAl i
Brbkrh, KAz 1™ Y BE -5 PN TR g A8 T P
I Bk 14 25 B AR BRAIG . X #h i BR TP R
6 . RN A R R AR P R AR
TR T ) S B il XS IR X SR AR T 7 AR A ) A
FZF M AT R SR, AT B A B B 25 M Y
Ly

FHHA 2 S PR 2 R S 32 Wl AL B
A TR R S 1) HE A, TENROES AR T 2 M il AR 2
H I+, CotA. CotE Al CotL HA HZAEH. CotA
ZRNBER M, dERR 2R MR R A5 R e 1 5
TEXT cotA MEATRBRIG , ZF MU A L
g 2 BT, IRl B RBMES LB cotA
i R AR A 25 AR 2 /D T EUE Y R OMZ L R
Bt Z CotA TEXRMESSAR I 2 M A= T A2 2R I
T B E AR, JF HA5 M B A E R R (75 2R
TRy RESZ 3 BRI, CotE 7 T 2R i K it

PIALIREE T, N 3l C sl HA i Ak
JEEFIL T BRGAEf s 7EMRSM TR, CotE il
it SR U B E 2R I S R A S R Rk
TR IR TEShIRiTrh, CotE [l = 15 R
MEFSHR TR 07 15 FUE T B ) B R A TR, IR 2F
A i S ARG B AT, 30 P RE B2 5 I
ety ke AR JRBY ) Cotl & 2 A< 2 BE e i b
T A, cotl MYFRIKZF Sige Fl Sigk IR
PAE 5 cotl 1% REC IS ful 2 b o A 2 AR AMEE 22 v i 2R
F R I H R Az S AR, (A5 2R MR S5 1 &
A B G, BRAK T 2RI XA TR R PR S )
I, 7E cotL ZEABtRH ZAHH A AHDCHE U E TR
R T 2 M & iR B2 . 2Rk )2 & 1
)RR 0T 2 L RV 45 F RN B RE 7 A 1 2250 ), LI
FEA L2 M i i
2 WMERBREFRELEBREEMRS T
Bkl
2.1 WRUEEKREFHEAYEAIE

ZF L % A2 CDI Bupad F sy B — 2,
N 21 TR 3 A 28 PR AR e A AR I8, 8 & A
SEFARE IRl R BB SRS , T 5 R E R
HESEOETERY 5 A 2R M SR S, 2
RIBZ BN G55, 238l kA5 5K
FAAL YNV BN BN XD A ] N e
Ca-DPA (Calcium Dipicolonic Acid) . 2Ly /KAEFERT
AR S i 55 £ 19 SASPs R AL Iz vy (151 3)B4 %61,

W & 52 A TR Wi R ) O 2 I e e R
55 1 B0 IR AR T 2 I KA S A CspC
(Clostridial Serine Protease C)XI#g 44PN 1 JH 7R
(B4R IR EL | JHER S H— R AT A=) ™
W, BIERR(H AR . NER) M Ca™ i 3t
R E R BRI R R Sl Aot B, = R R
FHRT AR R RRAR 25 R % i 4 e e ok FE 5K 5 2
LA & 8 S A pH (EARDG, YRR pH {H AL
7F 6.5-8.5 Z I, W ABCRAT AT T, 1
JO5E AT R 5 ) 2 IR X SIS A2 TR 28 IR T i A A T
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Figure 3  Schematic diagram of C. difficile spore
germination pathway

PRI, L5 2R 45 G 68 L A TR
K Ae ST B A AR IR ER £, (1 bR B[R AT ARG
T R B RS SR, ek
He R R Z K A# L A% 01 Ca-DPA 54N EREE Hr it 7K
oy KA BTG HUKAL, IRE AR I E R A K
B SR AR (] 1)
22 MEEXKREFRAZND FEIFENGH
221 YEEREFMEARMIERE

TERZ ZF MUY BB (UG R 2R AT 1R 77 R
JER T AE) T, RN R G5 1 EEZKE Ger
(Spore Germination Protein) Bl sz {4, (HXRMESSH A
IFBA gerA Gty [RIIESZ 1A, TS A A AT |
EEMFE N 224 R E A MHEE CspA. CspB #
CspC, H:H CspA Fll CspC k= 52 % i A Ak = BEfA,
PRI g S 1 ) %) CspC Y 2B 1 91 F
A7 B Je MR XESS AR TR 2R B R 25 1 i R T g FLXT
KPR FE R A T s CopA JIIAE 2F U A

AR EE CspC MY &k, MIMTZEMR XEZSAR I 25 i
MR K R EAEH ; CspA FikMER T8
AR R RCRAUA B AR 1%, 1 H. CspC 1Y
FkEAIE TR, Csp BAME %P E——A
HLA S i =Bk Ry CspB, & %38 1d =Bk
pro-SleC il 14 A4 44 Ik DL 3G SleC M T 7E 8 &
TR P R A R A L

i B ZE AT TR ) 2 K A A R R R
Jit DPA fish & R JEi K it it SleB F Cwld 436 B it )2
KA, TATAR X2 TR ) 238 2f CspB A 1 BEHAG F2
J K e it SleC Sl e 2 AR TERRMEE MR T o
B K i DL YabG AR %) Jr =X 25 B AT B A= B
pro-SleC fiff i, 322 AWk T )5, MREIEd &
YR s S T DA KR R BRI SR RTAK,
A A T PR R K gl SleC, SleC 3 R U Kz
V2 R SR I L B - - DAY T e S 3 XS Bz Jo )2 1) R Sk
K AR

Ca-DPA J&—MpZiifufe Stk or+, Hf it b %)
ZEMLT ) 5%—15% , X 4EFF I A ER RS A &
AR Y R RIZ KT, MBS B R R A
74k, HUEBURE 9 SpoVAC (Stage V Sporulation
Protein AC)¥% Ca-DPA MAZ.LyBRi ok, I 5315
WK & A B ARG KA, 2R AT D RE
F MR 52 2 1 S A R s 5
222 gerG 5 gerS XRMEFEARE SF AT L AR
1ER

GerG (CDO311) & —Fi R kS 1 T 4 S 1)
T, mibk gerG Ja 2 B & S HoxT AR
PR R () B O BB ) B, X AT B 55 RBR gerG I
CspC. CspB Fll CspA i 3 2F iy bif & A= b A
SBU. GerS (CD3464) & 1l fbBEER R SPE AN
I, gerS BYREBRPR ] &A™ 5 I & RS IF R
TR K2 MBI, (EARSR AT U SleC [URE T ;
GerS 5 CwiID . PdaA [RIAFF ™ Ak B RE-5- N Tk 1Y)
WAL, gerS BURBRT R T B2 )2 A I RE-5- 14
MERichEns, 20 SleC Joik iR B [z )2 M EE, fix
L PR A W & RGP T GerG il GerS
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HBELAT e = B R RSk, AR T RE 2 R B
CDI FE PRI T A
3 BE5R#®

—HLCK, fAETEWEERE . XSRS
(A ZE S R ) b RS AR AT R YL SR 11
FEAG YA, T 2 TR P TR B R
1 — ELAR A 25 R B A R A 58 R R MER AR T
VE R —Fih B e DA , X HLlbA T 3 R0 o 7 AE 2
WEFER R RIME , B A5 oA 25 TR A L, AR A
R B AH AL I BIFTE I IS o PR, Gnfar £ 2
At 2 LT o5 AT P T 9 T B R T P R efE I 4 A 25
P AR S ATL ) 2 2 5 T 5 R AR R g ]

7E CDI v, BARFERIET B B 80N
I, (RPN & 2 IR A & 5 | i A T 1L 1%
G 2 RN AT AE . Ak 2 19 4 F AL
Tl 22 TR A I, LI A ) % b g B
PURI R4S 43 F Z M A AR DR R 2 e, e
AVFZ BRI EEAR5T, . HECE TR
R ZM, 2 52EM0E O 1 Spo0A R
TR 2 A0 1 R LA, 2R g R i IR R &k 32 4
CspC ‘5 NIl BRAIAHE AR, DL ILH &4 Ca®*
AH 2R F )2 K% . i, TR
TIF 5 E — 25 X AR M2 T 2 LT B R i 1 43 F
PURIEA TR ST, FRTF R BT XX S ML A SR Y7
FB, LASZELN CDI B 576 o
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