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Improvement of fatty acid ethyl ester production by
optimizing thioesterase expression
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Abstract: Biosynthesis of fatty acid ethyl ester (FAEE) by genetically engineered Escherichia coli has attracted extensive
attentions from scientific community. In this study, we evaluated the effects of thioesterase with different origins on FAEE
production and the results show that Cc FatB1 from Cinnamomum camphorum is better than tesA’ from E. coli for FAEE
production. Then, the optimized FAEE-producing strain KC4, with 21.4 mg/(L-ODgo) FAEE production under flask
condition and 31.16 mg/(L-ODgyy) under 5 L fermentation condition, was constructed by co-expression of Cc FatB1l and
tesA’. Compared with the reported FAEE-producing strain KC3, KC4 possesses the higher FAEE productivity.
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AR 5 SR A RR S DL -5 BE R A % 1 AS T
ZT1, VLA A RE IR R o R T S B R TS
5 S M7 b B ) R A5 Je T B AR AR R R A
JEREN 1. Sy T s X A 9 R A A LA R AR
SEARBRHERL , % TR DA A W I 0 R R Ok SR Ak ) 5%
Al A A P A R AR T 7R e — N WS
(R A 5y

IR RE A B R, HoAA 5 R VR S AR TR
AP B AU A= PRk, AR IETR 2 TR AN
SRS, AR D) LG A Y s
A SRR VR B T I AR TR A B R IR
AR IR, Anfg R FF BRI IR 18 . SR
MG e A 7= 22 2 G FORMILR A AL | H- ]
FEPIARAR LA S AL 255 A i P (0 R B T RE IR
TSR R A2 Tk, IR TR MG A
WA NI R L BRA AR, )5 SC80 T A
HIRE LR 2 R RN H IR S TRk DR 2 A i R 2R
(FAEE) mAwEeAk, s TERNIMERFR) 2%
VEES, 2011 4E, SEEDMIAATERME Tay D.
Keasling it 41 53 [H LS9 Awl &4, it fEEA K
JART B ek WA G AR DA G A e I 5
Tl A I ML RE M (WS/DGAT) A RSB
| FAEE TERIAFF RPN, ¢ FAEE 7 it
153 674 mg/LP', AR d bR T REM MK A RUIR
TR R R T Rk KC3, 78 5 L R EE E 2458
AL T B A P A4 0 A % FAEE (0 R e A2, (i
FAEE (7 k3] 922 mg/L", xEemfisy e, it
It BRI RR CTE AR ARG , ZERUA AR PN
A B FAEE J2 58 201 11 .

I 0 2 2 i T PR 2 T A 0 5 LA A 1A, 4R
JIg W 12 2. TG ) A5 B0 A 200 1 G 3 2ok i I i £ i
T A% el 4 v B W I AR D R A I RE . Davis
GOV R A P T VR G TR i 7 19 -ACP K i
g lifR (Free fatty acids, FFA), RERS R R NG I
Pk-ACP XiF I I A8 R 45 s 128 1 s i il VB 1
T b 3iE 2 e A 2R WiBE-ACP A . i
3 3 B R KA R REE C BEREE A R4k
fitg, TR AF R A D R SR i AR 2L IR fadD, KA AT
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PRI 25 A T R 5 A5 2 K 4R T

AN TR SR R B T T, 4 A [ i ) i T
ACP Ji£Y), HAARRMRY RS I A AR
Umbellularia californica f il (Uc FatB1 & [K
i) i T 12 ASEREER R AR Y,
Cuphea hookeriana (Ch FatB2 %k [H 4 fih ) i) 7 1k 7l
it ) T REFE 10 BRI 8 BikEE A IR i lBE-ACP Ay )L
NN, Sk H &R Cinnamomum camphora i
Bif (Cc FatBl JEHZitd) 2 k£ 14 BkbEAR s
ME-ACP S S, i sk A K BT R A B 4 B
T T UL s 27 T ) 16 B 18 BRI IR,

AL Z R e i EL A R iR T v 806 i
RETTHI TR KC3 S3EmET), FIFSEN TRFEL,
g S 3R R A () ke U5 T 6 114 A AT AT R 2 AT AR
i 8 AR A5 RE AL 2 B 7 R 2. T v=s 306 s %) 6 i 5
If ik — 20 ) B SRR Ak, B AR B H b A ik
TRARAT T NS B 107 R U TR 1) 8 7 TR PR o

1 HHE5T®

1.1 iRkF

Taq DNA R4 . Pfu DNA RARM T4
DNA %3288 H Fermentas /A ®| (Burlington, il
ZK), HAtb Tag DNA F1BR il ¥ P U il g A
TaKaRa /A 7 (Kyoto, Japan), 4T FEBE )i
il R g iR & W B Omega 22w (Norcross,
% [H).DNA 5|#7E Sangon A #] (P FiEF)YE .
+JUkEmR % H Sigma-Aldrich 23w (3€ ).
1.2 FRAARTEKIEE

TR D LK 1. F4 Bk pBAD33 ] Hind Il
T (510 J5 PR Sal 1 B [mTi 5.3 kb 19K
FB, 5 XhoI/Smal f§V) pSai328 ik (L
SRR N N7 2707 S8 s ) [l iy /s e Be(H
(Bt Uc FatBL)i% 42, 4 @45 2 5k pAL123.
5|#) chTE-up Fll chTE-down MJFk: pSai329 (32 [
FISFEIRM ST REFXHT 5 5ok tre J5 21/
Ch FatB2 #:[H H Bti%#: & pMD18-T, Pst I/Hind T A&
YIE/ N BES T Pst I/Hind AGYI AR FE S pBAD33
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K Bk , F A5 2] BB pAL124, JFORL pXL49tH
2t Xba I 1 Spe I BFUI3£454H) 1.2 kb Cc FatB1 2
K A BL 5 5ok pBAD33 225 Xba I BV 20 P i
PR A FR I (IS 3] 5.4 kb A BOE M L pKC7,

ik pET21b-accBCDA A accBCDA J&[H JE ¥
accB, accC, accD #1 accA F|f] PCR L Eh&+:
AR MR, F Xba I /Spe T XY G HA5H A
Bt A pMSD15 119 Xba 1 Bz s /551 ki pKC3.

LR B Co FatBL il BRI DI Xba 1 /Spe T M
Fki pXL49 fEYIIFor e e, A ABURL pKC3 11
Xba I %, 13205k pKC4; JEM—1F Ppap S 3l
FUR3) Cc FatBl. tesA’fil accBCDA J& K (1) 2 )i 2
F4Ef, A Sal T/Sph 1 KR 1.5 kb 9
Poap 817 & Cc FatB1 KK F B Fk: pKCO 1]

x1 APARPANEK. REF514

Table 1 Strains, plasmids and primers used in this study

T, AR TR pKC3 1) Sal T /Sph 1 752208, 15
F|FR pKC6., LAFHRL pKC7 AEAR, FIFHZI49
pKC9-up il pKC9-down W 5elE R B A, A
pMD18-T #fk F1k1% pKCI.
1.3 HEHRHIESR
1.3.1 EBFEE

LB ARG IR TG , AR T S AAH
WERPAER (25 mg/L A RE XK, 25 mg/L R4
%, 17 mg/L AE%R). EAHFE QuEARK
(W), 1%BERHEES) (W) Fl 1% 465 (W/V))
Fb 24 55 32 N AGE 4 P A AR R R e 373 .
Horp B FH k27 85 57 L5 434 Na,SO4 0.2 g,
(NH4),S0,4 0.268 g, NH,CI 0.05 g, K,HPO, 1.46 g,

Na,HPO,4 12H,O 0.802 g, (NH,4),H-Citrate 0.1 g,
MgSO,-7H,0 0.05 g, VB1 0.001 g, Hil 2 mL A f

Strain/plasmid

Genotype®

Source/reference

Mutant strains
Escherichia coli DH5a

E. coli BL21 (DE3)

F~ endAl thi-1 recAl relAl gyrA96 deoR phoA supE44 ®80d/lacZAM15 A
(laczYA-argF) U169 hsdR17 (r¢” mg), A
F ompT hsdSg (rz” mg”) gal (A c | 857 indl Sam7 nin5 lacUV5-T7 genel) dcm

This laboratory

[11]

(DE3)
KC2 E. coli BL21 (DE3) (AfadE) 7]
KC3 E. coli BL21 (DE3) (AfadE) (pMSDS8 pMSD15 pXT11) 7]
YL3 E. coli BL21 (DE3) (AfadE) (pMSDS8 pAL123 pXT11) This work
YL4 E. coli BL21 (DE3) (AfadE) (pMSD8 pAL124 pXT11) This work
KC4 E. coli BL21 (DE3) (AfadE) (pKC4 pXT11) This work
KC6 E. coli BL21 (DE3) (AfadE) (pMSDS8 pKC6 pXT11) This work
KC7 E. coli BL21 (DE3) (AfadE) (pMSDS8 pKC7 pXT11) This work
Plasmids
pMSD8 pSC101P 1;-accBCDA Carb' [11]
pMSDI5 P15A Pyap-tesA’ Cm’" [11]
pXTl11 ColE1 Pr;-atfA-fadD-pdc-adh Kan" [7]
pSai328 p15A Py.-ucfatbl Amp" Dr. Xinyao Liu
pSai329 p15A Py.-chfath2 Amp" Dr. Xinyao Liu

pAL96 ColE1 Py Cm"

This laboratory

pAL123 ColE1 Py.-ucfatbl Cm" This laboratory
pALI124 ColE1 Py.-chfath2 Cm" This laboratory
pKC3 p15A Pgap-accBCDA-tesA’ Cm' This work
pKC4 pl5A Pgap-Cc FatBl -accBCDA-tesA’ Cm" This work
pKC6 p15A Ppap-Cc FatB1- Pgap -acCBCDA-tesA” Cm' This work
pKC7 p15A Pgap- Cc FatBl Cm" This work
pXL49 ColE1 Pgap- Cc FatB1 Kan" This work
pKC9 ColE1 Pgap- Cc FatB1 Amp" This work
Primers Primer sequence (5'-3")
chTE-up AACTGGAGAATTTCGTCGAGTCCC This work
chTE-down CCAAGCTTAAGTCCCCCAGTATTGG This work
pKC9-down GCATGCTTAAACGCTGGACTCAGCCGGAATT This work
pKC9-up GTCGACCCGCTTATTAAAAGCATTCTGTAAC This work

*Ppap , Pue and P 17 represent s the araBAD, trc and T7 promoter, respectively; ColEl, p15A and pSC101 represent the replicons of ColEl,
p15A and pSC10, respectively; Amp": Ampicillin resistance; Cm": Chloromycetin resistance; Kan": Kanamycin resistance.
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0% 3 mL (CaCl, 0.05 g/L, ZnSO47H,0 0.018 g/L,
MnSO,H,0 0.01 g/L, Na,-EDTA 1 g/L, FeCl; 0.8
g/L, CuSO,-5H,0 0.016 g/L, CoCly6H,0 0.018 g/L).

2R IR TP VR R NRE , A AMAS I 7% H il L 0.2%
MgSO,7H,O 1 0.1% (NH,),SO04. &I HAE R
RIS R AN 7% BRI
1.3.2 BRI R KB TR &M

ANEEH KA AP R LB AR 57
e FRIZE,30 CHIFRER FRHCHR & T 10 mL LB
WG FE I | T4 R LA 200 r/min 78 30 °C 5444
FEEFE 12 h, FH TR 75595 .5 000 t/min 2.0 1 min,
WEREARELT 150 mL KK LB ke,
200 r/min. 30 ‘CH:3E 12 h, %58 250 mL =AML,
% 50 mL Wik LB 15350, L5 g/ H A mE—Bri,
TAFHRLE BEHTAE 2 o R K 2 ODgoo 75 1.5~2 I
IMALIRE 0.4%RI B FIAARHE S Peap Ji sl T, KSE
K% 1 h 5 INALHE 0.5 mmol/L #5775 %E-B-D-#ii
Rtk 2LBEH (IPTG)ES T7 A8+
1.3.3 REERFZEMG

5L K (Biostat Bplus, Sartorius)$:ik & 3 Lo
3 @ 34NN 2 mol/L HCI 5 5 mol/L NaOH 4 pH {&
YEWITE 7.5 iAo LT HEHSEE (200~600 r/min)
TRIFA AR TE 20% A4, 1B EN 2 L/min, P
5% (V). E A 2 ODgoo N 5~6, L) 0.3 g/(L°h)
MIFMEE R, &R, FHEKZE ODgy 1E 8~
10 BF, ALK UEE 0.4% 11 BT 7 A1 88 75 S B okL
pMSDI15, pKC3 % pKC4, #4k&iE3: 1 h J5in A%
W 0.5 mmol/L ) IPTG S Fiki pMSD8 il
pXT11 A[EEFESHAE (~20 mL)PRAF7E-80 CH,
MF RS e iR e I B IR R A

1.4 RERAEE. BRANER CHs K CEzRYE EHa
WEWTTR . TG TR £ T f £ T ) 7 G 2 R
L il i s

1.5 S BERIIZ BNARHE N

BS mL A FFEBMEBE T 50 mL 2048
H, A 1T mL BERR, JRGIRSTE A 20 pg 1L
R LR INAR, FUIRGZIRST. A 20 mL &
fi: FEE (1:1) F84R21,3 000 r/min #.L> 5 min,
BUR )2 A WA 2B T, AR T A 2 mL
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Y 0.4 mol/L KOH-CH;OH, 60 C/K¥FALEE 1 h,
RBHBHIE A 4 mL HC:CH;OH=1:9 (V/V), 60 C
KIEAEH 20 min, B HEFERRLE T IMA 1~2 mL
IECbE, 3 mL A NaCl, Rk IR FE LY
BRREPIAH 43 85 5 B B2 A AL SO 5% %
AN H R A SORE L RS R A FR i D R
ARG I A ]

2 ERSAM

21 FTIEARREEEXKBTRE LEEKRBNE
B FiE %

W 85 7 A [R) Bk 16 il 5L R 1 SR pMISDIS |
pAL123., pAL124 Fl pKC7 il LE#E BL21
(DE3) (AfadE) (pMSDS8 pXT11), #Kf5 T H#k
KC3. YL3. YL4 fil KC7 (& 1), FHERMAMUT
KB R . HIRWITR CERA R L 1 FiR,
AR KC7 M KC3 #H KENgIIR L. lg =4,
KC7 A& WHR .15 =i Hoad ik ok 3 KM 1 Y
TRERBF O B bR KC3 3 T 17%, H C14 8K g 5
fR TR T 1A%, 1A AN AR YL3 fil YL4
AIHER y WS/DGAT [l 1 i sk 56 53 Ak B ol
HBA IR IR LR = == .

1 FIk tesA TR bE KC3 Rl it 1 e NimR b ig
Witk g, HA BRI TRIREE R —M A 16 F1 18
e, J& WS/DGAT B AMERAER N RY), A BT
NEWIFR BRI A . Ttk Ce FatBl HH#E KC7
BIR C BRI P~ A S T 93 mg/L. N T E—H4R
PR E M DA R AE TR R B AR T
FF 38 o 3G 0B TR 3 R A S DL B D 4R R A T

120

—_
=3
=]

80
60
40
20

Yield of fatty acid
ethyl esters (mg/L)

Fatty acid ethyl esters

1 I #E# KC3. YL3. YL4, KC7 Bl 4 E2 5/
Bz R

Fig. 1 Production of FAEEs with the mutant strains KC3,
YL3, YL4 and KC7.
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FLRFE A, MWEET Cc FatBl. tesA’fl accBCDA
FEIRIR TR pKC4 Fll pKC6., 5Tk pKC4 H 3 N
I R —A> Peap Ja s FIRSHIANIR], JEokE pKC6 H,
—™ Pgap /BTSN Cc FatBl &K, %5—1 Pap
S BFUK 5 tesA’ il accBCDA LA ik,

pKC4. pKC6 ¥4k itk BL21 (DE3) (AfadE)
(pXT11), #4533 L Ce FatB1 JEK I tesA’ LA
AR KC4 Fl KC6. X A~ B AR 5 51 77 Mg i
R 11 i 15 R 2 TG P4 T Pk KC3 R0 KC7 FEAH R ML 4%
PFTF R 45 kit #35 Ce FatBl (%1 #& KC7
E R IR tesA” T AR 5 77 B R KC3 B g 7~ it AH
FEmSAT I35 AR KC4 I #R KC3 AN R iR S Mg
U B2 £, T A 7= RE S AR Hu A B S A 4t v, A R
Pk KC4 S lE & it (LAERERE . W 23 B8 iR SO
Tl RE 7 R o B ) 53] 898 mg/L, | KC3 A ¥
1 R4 . AR KC4 A KC6 AL, KC4 i fig
Mg L R BRCRE T, HERS RIS T 43%,
Ui 125 B 105 1 F1 J 7 R  TR A 5 JE D A — /2 1Y
P (B 2)o MAE RAH A o — ik U548 & I8 1
T, Wk KC4 HALE U R 1R 1 g
Yeaerop 5 21.4 mg/ (L-ODggo), C14 1 H HIE iR
FIG W R <. Te P B 3% 22, 8 Wi R S0 & Aok 3]
29.4 mg/ (L-ODgo) ( 2). BHIL, HFRILFHRIE N
2 K e RR W R TR B A TR Rk

2.2 T EE¥ KC4 BERHER & RAERRER 2 B & X
BEN O R

TE 5 L RBERE L im & Besc gk — 2 50 0F 7
Hitk KC4 kK4 i FAEE BIRE S, IFLARE#E KC3
AR R B SRR R B R SR, R
WIGH LA 20 g/L H I ME—BRVE , YRR IEAER,
PL 0.3 g/(L-h)sl RN A 7% H Il i 7 3
A KW AR A H AL 130 g5 KC3 M L&
T2 AN 3 s, KC4 B A 4 s 1] i A ble
KWE 35 h A AR RE; S EPAER
CFER R R, WA R R s, i
s 2.37 g/L; KC4 KEEHIFEF 4/ FAEE &
HIURE T KC3, K 76 h 5555 & 433 mg/L,
PR T 13 4% A KA I P T Rk (0 T A B AR R
TE 14 Fo47, KC4 TRk DA SR AR ik il

FAEE MJREJ] (Yragrop)FHI b KC3 85 T 1.4 £%,

i5%) 31.16 mg/(L-ODggo)o 81 5 A At 2 H A [F]
ODgoo E F# VR T XTI B B AR T8 (DCW), 1551
ODgoo 5 DCW #B /A : DCW=0.495x0Dggo- TMM1KF
AL Yeaerop B8R BT AT E AR IR 216 &
it (Yeaeepew), BJET KC3 BFEY Yeapenew 155

26.23 mg/g, KC4 WL Yrapenew N 62.94 mg/g.

35

= 30 FAEE

€ 25{a FA

FA
)
_— N

S L O W O

Yield of FAEE and
(mg/(L-ODy,

C;O C\V 0\5{'\ (}‘OG\B"\ C\% Q\%ZO&Q/

FAEE / FA from mutant strain KC4
2 IIREMH KC4 EIMABEHEE (FA) 5B
B8 Z B (FAEE) /&
Fig. 2 Production of free fatty acids and fatty ethyl
esters from mutant strains KC4 in flask fermentation.
A 20 B 30

—0-KC4 l ~s —1-KC4
15) 2R iz B o o Ke
g e =~ / \
10 # g1s] ¢4 A
S 4 g A
N L2 1.0 P .
A
| ff 051, F B )
e 0.0 —————
C 500 KC4 D ¥ KC4
= — ~ —— 000
2400 -A-KC3 7o A ;2 -AKC3
p
5300- <20
m | Z 15
<200 [N ™ " Ay
1001 5
0 0

0 20 40 60 80 100 0 20 40 60 80 100
t (h) t (h)

B3 Ti#EE# KC45 KC3f#EAEB SR MLk

Fig. 3 Time-courses of cell growth (A), ethanol
accumulation (B), FAEE production (C), and yield
coefficient of FAEE production on biomass (D) under
glycerol feeding fed-batch of mutant strains KC4 and KC3.

3 Hie

VEBBRIE T 4 AN [ A 1 AL P T i 17 PR
CWRE N, BT R IRY tesA” &[N
FIF LR SR IR Ce FatB1 i P Bl n] A7 A4 2 o IR W R
SRR Wi — SRR N TR E S,
AT H) T IR W R £ TR A R D TR T AR
KC4. FEAH R A BE AT (LA H ok ME— R I8
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%), HA R KC3 F1 KC4 JENITR e, &
Pk KC4 W B8 iR <™ fe ik 5] 433 mg/L, IRl
T REERE AR KC3 MIRG TR SR r- 4 & 1
1.3 f%. KC4 H{KRHAA K FAEE HRE T35 5
31.16 mg/(L-ODgoo) , # 55 4 Yrapemew 15 F
62.94 mg/g. HAHIFEEEERMF T K KC3 WRK
B AR N FAEE FOBE 4R S T 1.4 1%,

PATERE KC3 MXT IR, TRER bk KC4 gE—4R
B T KIGFF RSB AR 77 B W R 2 168 1Y) fig
J3, SEBLT R E AT A S L @ H R R
FE A 7 (] 1) A S T ) BT AR . X D K R
A DA R IR T s K AT R DA Sk 6 UK I 7
HAMBERE L,
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