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Butanol pathway construction and promoter optimization in
Escherichia coli
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Abstract: Promoter optimization is a useful tool in synthetic biology. Fusing promoters of various strengths to genes is a good
method to get the best gene overexpression level. Butanol can be used as an intermediate in chemical synthesis and as a solvent
for a wide variety of chemical and textile industry applications. At present, multiple metabolic engineering strategies have been
attempted for butanol production in non-native host Escherichia coli. But there were little work on promoter optimization. We
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fused thlA (thiolase) with strong promoter Alper PLTetO1 or weak promoter Alper BB, operon with strong promoter Braatsch 20

or weak promoter Braatsch 10 by fast assemble method DNA assembler in Escherichia coli. The experimental results showed

thlA with strong promoter Alper PLTetO1, operon with weak promoter Braatsch 10 got best butanol concentration 28mg/L, which

increased at least 3~5 fold compared with other combination.

Keywords: DNA assembler, promoter optimization, butanol
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SR aA s £, B AT A S 5 S PCR 4ik1%
TSR RS ST TR iAe, Alper Al
Braatsch 45 A HE T — RGN [ 5 B2 A 4 i A
g, Hrh Alper RIIEHER G 31T Alper
PLTetO1 1555 55T Alper BB %, Alper PLTetO1
1S 3 T3 5 2 Alper BB M55, Braatsch %
Y4558 )5 8011 Braatsch 20 #1555 /1§ Braatsch
10 4%, Braatsch 20 )3 ) F5# & /& Braatsch 10
A, AT AR FH X e A [l 58 2 1) 7 30 T S5 ik
PR [R) B R A T2 T S A P M AR
AL TR

58 Tl LA PRI T Rsbi i b = T,
AT AR R 3 o KM T S T T S R A R
AT A AR AR R S A G R T T )
thIA JE[A | bes-operon DA M 5 /B b &0 il 35 (A

adhE1 Fil adhE2, H:HfY bes-operon H %A crt.
bed. etfAB. hbd 41k, 4rildmid G, T
W A i, TR TEBNEREN
B, BRR- T IRAEEE A BEERE . A SCERRE T ter
LR G i) S 20 e G A 05U (trans-2-
enoyl-CoA reductase), A L 8 AN AT 38 19 s o7 Ay
R AEaRzh 7y, AN T PR ok I bed
Fil etfAB AT K AT I T B ki, At
FEHH ter SEHREET bed F etfAB HHE T ALY
bcs-operon (G4 crt, ter Fl hbd FEH, &K
operon). HI TR Pl A IR 1 T ot Sl E A% H T
TR AR ™, AW RS 8 T Alper
PLTetO1 {53 J 31 1 Alper BB, %3 3 1
Braatsch 20 8555 )8 3/ Braatsch 10 4355 thlA,
operon #1204, JH} DNA assembler J7 ek
HEET G BGERAR, PRI FAERR
AR T AR P R AR . X MUE B O ]
DATEHAB B A A A A5 2T 1 i H

1 MBE5FE
1.1 HERRFARRRL

KIGFFH Topl0, FERFERE BY4742 Fljfik:
pYES2 ¥ AR SLG AR, pLY 15 Bk AR 5L 56
IR, pMD18-T simple Il H TaKaRa 72y
dl, JashF 5 H GeneScript 23 F)E .
1.2 EFLXF

R IR v ) I s 3 R B =2 SR /A =i I 1
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Fermentas; [k DNA /M5 £ . PCR 4fifkik
F G FN DNA B ISR & A Axygen, BT
R OGRSl B R E AW A A BUEW A
AR A W AR BR A ) 5 HoAl iR 4 o [ 7
sk F A4l . PCR SN T £ DNA K&
fi} & Taq (MBI Fermentas) ¥ KOD (Toyobo).

1.3 EFE

KIGFFFE R A LB (Luria-Bertani) 1533
FE: FRAEEE PR 10 g BEREAREY 5 ¢ NaCl 10 g
VT 1L 2K, 121 CE R 2R KA 20 min,

B HE 5 201 YPD (Yeast extract peptone
dextrose) FiFRdk: 1% BRI, 2% BRALEE
J0R 2 % FT DR , A0 SR IC B ELA PN 29 1 B
121 ‘C5 R 787K K i 20 min, Az 2
KR

I B 5 b i 3k il R A Eh B R
(SC-ura3): 1) FEEBEIEA A I (Yeast nitrogen
base, YNB, JLRALMREMAREL): 034 g, BilR
Bi: 1g, YNBHRRELZA T 50 mL ddH,O Hr, B
WOKR . 2) H4bE: 4g @ T 100 mL ddH,0
LR 409% W, BRACKRER . 3) ZElR 4 g (BT
48 mL [ ddH,O H UMUK TR, 4) 7 Zamr
FERRBCAL 100x A BEVE, 1 UEBREE: 12 mg 41 4R
(His), 18 mg #i% 2 (Lys), 60 mg =& R (Leu),
T 6 mL B ddH,O H, i uEBRI . 75 FiRY)A
KEG, MR E—T, ¥ YNB. BilReFH
EPREE A AARBRE T, FINA 2 mL A3t JERR
PR IR B, B

TB ARG FR%E (500 mL): 1) ¥ R4 /0%
fi#7E 300 mL ddH,0 H: SR 6 g, FERREHY)
12 g, Hih 2 mL, &AM E R EKE, B
F] 60 C. 2) ¥ 1.155 g () KH,PO, 1 8.215 ¢
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K,HPO, ¥ 75 /2 i ddH,O *f, fili &KL
100 mL, &5 5K T# . 3) K 10 g Bz BHA T 100 mL
ddH,0 "7, K 3 FAERIR G341

1.4 FiE

141 WRERHFMEHEBITEER RBS (B
REEMR) FF

A R 2 ™ol
software/forward) &AL RBS 751,

142 BIHFEET Y

FIHI pLY 15 (%A T A BGRAREER thiA L
J operon) BRI T4 IS s iR, &
THETERE, 519k 1 iR,

143 #FZBE3HFHBEMTESBEEN B

JH5 1% WA-BB-U 1 WA-BB-TLA-D 4" 455
Ja ¥ F Bt Alper BB-RBS, 514 SA-PLTetO1-U
1 SA-PLTetO1-TLA-D ¥ 3458 3 51 17 A BE Alper
PLTetO1-RBS, 5[4 WB-10-U 1 WB-10-CRT-D
P14 55 3 3 7 B BX Braatsch 10-RBS, 5|4
SB20-U fll SB20-CRT-D ¥ 5 3 zh T A Bt
Braatsch 20-RBS,

H 514 TLA-SA-U Fll TLA-SB-D ¥ #7154 it
A 5 E s FAA M RTERE R thiIA B
(S-thlA-S), F|4¥) TLA-SA-U il TLA-WB-D ¥/ 1
WA G T35 8 s AL A W RITEE Y thiA Fr
Bt (S-thlIA-W), 5% TLA-WA-U Hil TLA-SB-D
P¥G A A 8905 30 TR A B 1A A R IR E Y
thIA H B (W-thlA-S), 5% TLA-WA-U Al
TLA-WB-D ¥ ¥4 A 5 H s F 58 a s 7446
1y [\ I8 B thIA F Br (W-thlA-W) , 519
CRT-SB-U Hl HBD-pYES2-D " ¥4 o i3 55 1
[@] ¥ B B9 operon F BX  (S-operon) , 5l ¥y
CRT-WB10-U F1 HBD-pYES2-D ¥ 47 55 3 55 1

(https://salis.psu.edu/
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Table 1 Primers used in the study

Primer name

Primer sequence (5'—3")

WA-BB-U
WA-BB-TLA-D
TLA-WA--U
TLA-WB-D
WB-10-U
WB-10-CRT-D
CRT-WB10-U
SA-PLTetO1-U

CGAGCGGCCGCCAGTGTGATGGATATCTGCAGAATTCCAATTCCGACGTCTAAGAGACCA
TTCTCTACCTCCTTAATATCCCCGATCTTGGACCGGTCAGTGCGTCCTGCTGATGTG
GTCCAAGATCGGGGATATTAAGGAGGTAGAGAATGAAAGAAGTTGTAATAGCTAGTG
TTATAGCATTTTAGCCTTTAATTGTCAATAGGTTTAGCCTCATAATCTTTCAAATGACTG
CAGTCATTTGAAAGATTATGAGGCTAAACCTATTGACAATTAAAGGCTAAAATGCTATAA
ATAATTTAACCTCCCTACTGTGTTATTTGGTGACAGATTTGTGGAATTATAGCATTTTAG
TCACCAAATAACACAGTAGGGAGGTTAAATTATGGAACTAAACAATGTCATCCTTG
CGAGCGGCCGCCAGTGTGATGGATATCTGCAGAATTCCAATTCCGACGTCTAAGAAACCA

SA-PLTetO1-TLA-D ATGACCGACCTCCTTATATCCCCTATCTTAAGATAGGGTCAGTGCGTCCTGCTGATGTGC

TLA-SA-U
TLA-SB-D
SB20-U
SB20-CRT-D
CRT-SB-U
HBD-pYES2-D

CTTAAGATAGGGGATATAAGGAGGTCGGTCATGAAAGAAGTTGTAATAGCTAGTGCAGT
TTATATGTGAATCACAGTGATATGTCAAGTATTTTAGCCTCATAATCTTTCAAATGACTG
CAGTCATTTGAAAGATTATGAGGCTAAAATACTTGACATATCACTGTGATTCACATATAA
CATTTTTTACCTCCTTCTTGTTGTTTGTCGCCTACCGATTTCGCATATTATATGTGAATC
GCGACAAACAACAAGAAGGAGGTAAAAAATGGAACTAAACAATGTCATCCTTG
GATCCACTAGTAACGGCCGCCAGTGTGCTGGAATTCATCCTTCTTTTCTTCTATCATATC

[F] Y5 1) operon A Bt (W-operon), KOD Jifff) 1,
PCR Z&fF: 95 ‘CHIAEME: 5 min; 94 ‘CAEPE 30's,
55 ‘CiR:k 45 s, 68 ‘C4E 2 min, 35 PMEH; 68 C
FEAH 10 min, 16 CHRH 10 min,
144 HEAFBERITHTEGRER

Fl EcoR T g ) ¢ B - K o #F T8 28 12 1A
pYES2 (Z W itE), MMM AL, B Alper
PLTetO1-RBS . AlperBB-RBS. Braatsch 20-RBS,
Braatsch 10-RBS . S-thlA-S, S-thlA-W ., W-thlA-S .
W-thIA-W ., S-operon, W-operon b B, #1474 [A]

SR RY IR SRR B A, At 4 PO [R] 5 BE

HEWBTRL, 3R 2 PR,
145 S{bBEH BY4742

FHEE 4 B BORLI R 1Y RO BOs A TR &

MR e mAGHATE B, Bk R Be2y 500 ng,
fFr Bl 300 ng, HIEZSWRAGIOERARS] 4 uL,
FEALRERF I BR BY47421°) B 6 F U 1.5 kV,
HLZ% 25 uF, HFH 200 Q, FIEATE SC-ura3
HFi R b, BT 30 CIEFRAATPIE SR 2~4 d 2
PR B B T
1.4.6 JKL PCR Rk

P o B RE TR R, TR RE R o i R
Bk, #E47B0RL PCR Bk thlA L) & operon A B .
147 BEERFEMAKGITE Toplo DR FA
RS HE

I b 27 e A 1 2 A v i %) Jo o 1) K i A
W Topl0 Hr, FHBRL$E ) S b Bk 5 H
Hind LA 7/ V)56 IE .
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Table 2 Combination of different promoters and fragments

Plasmid Genotype

Fragments

pTYO02 AlperPLTetO1-thlA-Braatsch20-operon

pTYO03 AlperPLTetO1-thlA-Braatsch10-operon

pTY04 AlperBB-thlA-Braatsch20-operon

pTYO05 AlperBB-thlA-Braatsch10-operon

pYES2 linear vector
AlperPLTetO1-RBS
S-thlA-S
Braatsch20-RBS
S-operon

pYES2 linear vector
Alper PLTetO1-RBS
S-thlA-W
Braatsch10-RBS
W-operon

pYES2 linear vector
AlperBB-RBS
W-thlA-S

Braatsch 20-RBS
S-operon

pYES2 linear vector
AlperBB-RBS
W-thlA-W

Braatsch 10-RBS
W-operon

148 THEEENE

KW 96 FUMURSFLARE, Hi3-5h TB &
BEERFRIE, TR, 30 CRIZIE R &% 100 h,

TEE S R E A B E R 0.2 mL
5 0.8 mL WARRIRS), ABCE A Grace 23 &l 7= i
ECTM-WAX B4 itk i B AR 7890
RIS TE G TN . JFFEE 1 ul, Mtk
25 ¢ 1o A& : AR 85 °C, AR 34.5 kPa.,
5.5 min J5, JHEZ 150 'C; %A 206.85 kPa, {4
¥ 3 min, &S 30 mL/min, %X 400 mL/min,
FEMX 25 mL/min; #FFEREE 250 °C, A KA
I X R 300 °C

2 BRE5AM

2.1 ®it&1t RBS [F5I
IR sh 7 2L H &3 A RBS
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FPa, Z5RANER 3 FiR.
22 HIEREMEMHEL A

P85 8 F AlperPLTetO1-RBS . AlperBB-
RBS. Braatsch 20-RBS. Braatsch 10-RBS F1] i
A AR A I BE S-thlA-S . S-thIA-W |
W-thlA-S, W-thIA-W . S-operon, W-operon,
EcoR | FUIZRMA pYES2, FRASHY - Bralifh )
TRIETEINE 1 iR o
2.3 AEBEHFIEERREE

Keatide i BOR & ai b e metk BY4742, H
DNA assembler J7 k4B IR]58 55 )5 3 T4 &1
JkL pTY02., pTYO03. pTY04 Fl pTY05, $EHfE:
BEFOREAT OB PCR, i 8 B IE B . &l
2 M 3 iz, IEB thIA il operon F BE[RIFHAEAE
TR BRI
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% 3 Alper &%#0 Braatsch 258 B3I FF 5 R &L RBS 573
Table 3 Sequence of promoter and RBS

Promoter

Promoter sequence (5'—3")

RBS sequence (5'-3")

AlperPLTetO1

Alper BB

Braatsch 20

Braatsch 10

CACAATTCCGACGTCTAAGAAACCATTATTATCATGA
CATTAACCTATAAAAATAGGCGTATCACGAGGCCCTT
TCGTCTTCACCTCGAGTCCCTATCAGTGATAGAGATT
GACATCCCTATCAGTGATAGAGATACTGAGCACATC
AGCAGGACGCACTGACCATTCCGACGTCTAAGAAA
CCATTATTATCATGACATTAACCTATAAAAATAGGCGT
ATCACGAGGCCCTTTCGTCTTCACCTCGAGTCCCTAT
CAGTGATAGAGATTGACATCCCTATCAGTGATAGAG
ATACTGAGCACATCAGCAGGACGCACTGACC

CAATTCCGACGTCTAAGAGACCATTATTATCGTGACA
TTAACCTATAAGAACAGGCGTGTCACGAGGCCCTTT
CGTCTTCACCTCGAGTCCCTATCAGTGACAGAGATT
GACACCCCTATCAGTGATAGAGATACTGAGCACATC
AGCAGGACGCACTGACC

AATACTTGACATATCACTGTGATTCACATATAATATGC
GAAATC

ACCTATTGACAATTAAAGGCTAAAATGCTATAATTCC
ACAAATC

CTATCTTAAGATAGGGGATATAAGG
AGGTCGGTC

GGTCCAAGATCGGGGATATTAAGG
AGGTAGAGA

GGTAGGCGACAAACAACAAGAAG
GAGGTAAAAA

TGTCACCAAATAACACAGTAGGGA
GGTTAAATT

B1 FARTHEERIEENSIY PCRYEEMNFMTESHEZER

Fig. 1

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 M

11 M bp

3000

1 000
— 500

Amplification of promoter and butanol biosynthesis genes with the design of the containing homologous arm

primer. 1: Alper PLTetO1-RBS; 2: AlperBB-RBS; 3: S-thlA-S; 4: S-thlA-W; 5: W-thlA-S; 6: W-thlA-W; 7: Braatsch
20-RBS; 8: Braatsch 10-RBS; 9: S-operon; 10: W-operon; 11: linear vector pYES2; M: DNA marker.

24 REXKBWHERRA Hind IIEYIEIE

K W RS FORL S e KT R Top 10 Ji5, il R 1

R BRI Hind TIAEATREVISGIE . 4558 WIEl
4, UEW]JBORF TR A o

w5, IAE] 28 mg/L, JEHAWR S THAH 3~5 1%,

2 3 4 NCM bp

3000
1000

25 AEBTEFENE

PO AR B KA R, R 96 Lk
% 100 h, FHAH GG E T B e, 25840
5 iR, UER pTY03 24 i ks e T sk i B

Bl 2 [k PCR IELA%EAT 4 FEALRY thIA R ER
Fig. 2 Identification of thlA fragment by PCR. 1:
pTY02; 2: pTYO03; 3: pTY04; 4: pTYOS; NC: negative
control; M: DNA marker.
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NCM 3 4 bp

3000

Bl 3 JRfi PCR IIELAZERY 4 FhRHLAY operon H E&
Fig. 3 Identification of operon fragment by PCR. 1:
pTYO02; 2: pTYO03; 3: pTYO04; 4: pTYO0S; NC: negative
control; M: DNA marker.

4 Hind IEGYIIEIE T B2 ik 12 4H % Bkl
Fig. 4 Identification of butanol way assembly plasmid
by enzyme digestion.

45
40 +
3357
& 30
E 25+
20
15

10—’-1-‘
0 i

pTY02 pTY03 pTY04 pTY05 NC

Butanol (m

5 28 4 MAESHRAMABRITE Toplo XE
100 h [FHY T B2 1E R

Fig. 5 Four different combination plasmids fermentation
results by Escherichia coli Top 100 after 100 h. NC:
negative control.

3 Wi
AR AR — R P, K20
R i AN R R RO, LA TR
X T BT A (I LA R A R DR RS0 S 1o
B B0 T4 T S KB R — R AR A R A

http://journals.im.ac.cn/cjben

PRI, H R E ER AR, s
AN [F] 5 B2 JE B0 BN A 8 45 7T DL S B -1 22
MIER M EAEH, AR ER . AR
JH DNA assembler J7 7 PR 2024 T A [m] 58 5 ) 5
THEW TS W&, DNA assembler 2 —Ff
R A %) s T 0 2 Ak R PO T 4 A B
— RPETEBERAR N AT 7 vk, FERT A, 3K
R, R ARG EEE BRI R R D) i 45
A RIS T 7 5 R A PR AR

HANAE & A A o7 B a6 & R (Rt
A e BORBE I I AR TR P51, DAk
AR, IR B AUFSRTER I R IR
TEER RS AT EGE , A KBRS )
T, At RBS J¥41, ¥ thIA BLP LR AR 2 Y
AL operon &K 5 [R] 58 B 1) ) 8 T #4720
&, MR RGO R SR AT LI ) pTY03 kL
TS s, A% 28 mg/L, SHABMIEShT
HEM TR E5E R T 3~5 £ X TR H N
thIA BBV — 2, thIA By SRR
TR FEAL , T B A LS 0 1 FE ok
R, EEpmmE AR, SR FixE
ST R PR R S o A, 3
AR . 535, BT [E—A4> operon LY 3
AN BE R R IR IR A —E — B, FATAT LA R
operon [ fFERIHEATEHE, 803 BN T 1P
XA I A — P aifb ks . BREsh ik
Hb, A — L TR A R A ) T
PV ) REERRDE YR N SE R AR IR

B AR AT RES 1) B AR =95 2) R SR
FIRM R Z A A EAE ], 8 B Y R ARk
RERE A=A B e 3) fifegik, xt
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FIRFENHA T TIUML, 21 SD F#31F1 RBS
(575 4y B AUR TR T I EGE P, A4
A BB E B 5) KT AR T
&, BURKBERIERRYAE, $Eem g,
st — 2B AR R i S DA T B, Il n]
%R S I S RIRAL G | SCiRAe
PR R L R REA MR AR TR T B
Siait— i TR
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