A LR AR
journals.im.ac.cn
cjb@im.ac.cn

Chin J Biotech 2010, April 25; 26(4): 431-438
Chinese Journal of Biotechnology ISSN 1000-3061
©2010 CJB, All rights reserved.

LRI 5% 0 B AR RAL R v B4 B L A

A iR
ot RN, B
FEREFREREMAEDRATRE R WIRBEY EY L SRR E AR, L 100071
W E: LA EREESEE (Hepatitis B virus core protein, HBc) T VA s =+ @ikt AR ey Bttt s My, i FTEN
3. C#A £ & %% MK (Major immunodominant region, MIR) A — A2 B 98 X Fnsl RGN, F HALB -
RAFFNEL A S EERBFEEFEG AT, FHLRNGINRF T 47 69k Ae im0 78RR, M % 80 SR F Hisk
Frae iR B T AATE G AR . AT ZEMFoh HBe HE A A5 A B BB £, €45 HBe KA. SMRIBALL Skl
-3 64 MR 5 RN 48 HBc 1 4 R AL & SRk eg 2 A .

Hepatitis B virus core protein as an epitope vaccine carrier:
a review

Ying Yin, Junjie Xu, and Wei Chen
State Key Laboratory of Pathogen and Biosecurity, Institute of Microbiology and Epidemiology, Beijing 100071, China

Abstract: Hepatitis B virus core (HBc) proteins have been used as carrier for foreign epitopes since the 1980s. They could
self-assemble into icosahedral particles. Foreign epitopes could be inserted into HBc protein in various protein regions, including the
N- or C-terminal and the major immunodominant region (MIR). The factors relevant in the design of HBc particles for vaccine

purpose are summarized in this review.
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HBc H 4RI K5 (Hepatitis B virus, HBv)
C HEAIASS 2 A B I % i1 4h B, 2
PR (Hepatitis B core antigen, HBcAg) %5
oy o BUARR) HBe TR o83 0E & J& 4544 41 A
(B DO, 2 ARG T AR T RIRGE, TR H 2
A o BRIE A e A Y DR BE PR (8] 2), A2 vk
HUBE T TSR B A SC R 28 (Spike)!, Hill %
() 10 o % 1% T+ HBG 4319 78~82 (i Z 2R, & riE
J8 Y HBe-VLP R EZ 1 B A U AL, o 3=
RS E BME X 4 (Major immunodominant region,
MIR) (F 1. 2), A, 2005 4, Roseman Z5PHR
I, HBc PURIIRSE R I MG 2 Fife %, B—1
TRARY R 2 ORI R SR BRLAAAR 1

HBc-VLPs {25 # h LZAFAE 3 FiAH HLAEHIY,
HGREKIER, FEADRYE R AR R I & R
R IR E M YGRS, FEEIEN R
& (B 2) 192 DHARP, FRNT Cys-48 5 Cys-61

MIR
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Fig. 1 Structure of the HBV capsid monomer. The structure

data is obtained from Protein Data Bank (www.rcsb.org), the
PDB ID is lIqgt. The MIR is shown in red, the a-helical hairpin
is shown in purple, Cys is shown in jacinth. The a5 helical
hairpin and C terminal arm which involved in capsid assembly
are shown in yellow and green.
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Fig. 2 Structure of the HBV capsid dimer. The structure data
is obtained from Protein Data Bank (www.rcsb.org), the PDB
ID is 1qgt. The MIR is shown in red, the two HBc monomers
which constitute a dimer are shown in dark blue and light blue.
Cys is shown in jacinth, and Cys-61 in each molecular forms a
disulfide bridge between the two monomers.
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B, OJE AR R IA R Gk 1S B AR KB 2
HBc-VLPs, 7EXAS e af DL i %) HBe IR
HMIEF S AR AL L AMEF SR AR (i
)RR 25 DA, SR A R, HRAS
B R AL ERERAT) DL R E HBeAg F B i Rk i
TR LR (1 Bk 45 BB SO ATIE R i DR AN R
Fe 51 i 7K B 4IME RN /s T 40 B A9 S 8 S
2.1.1 HBc H9KE

HBc 1K 5 0 25 0k (1 S5 B RE ) . S0k ) —
B SERIEE AR e 2,

1) FIURLAY2E IE 5 — 25

KIRM HBcAg L&A 183 o 185 MEILM,
Borisova 25l Gallina £5 4 ¥ HBc & C Wik & ik
B X3 150~ 183 o7 4 o i X s (14 12 B T A
T RNGH AN AR AEL TR, Mok,
Zlotnick %5 P ik {5 FH by 40 1 22 0K 19— R AR R K
A 5EHE H (1~149aa, 1~147aa, 1~142aa,
1~140aa, 1~138aa, 3~144aa) 7EIRAMIFGE T K 5THY
MR . SREW, RTESET 140 DEIER I
GERIA T AP RAR e, T H2S T ) T=3 5l T=4 1Y
URE TR B o 3K T R ASURE R LS oL AR R S 2 T
I H B R A RN AE 0 2608 F A S B4k
TEWERE BE ST R385 . o3 Ml B 0 I VR H B 1) 4
SUEWT T=3 RUBORLY LU 23 B C i 2 HE R B 5K
H A3 hnmisE fin o e Ah Gl XF T=4 8 (1~149aa) i
LR AR 25 ) 1) P2 BE LR A R B, T 3RA 1Y 149
PRI Z KT, Cuih) 6 1~ IR (144~149aa)
BA R MBI TR, XN s LU IR
TR BT T B 22 R A SR /MK BE R A 1) 1431°)/144 1)
ANEHER . R, WA SCERIEEDY, YIBRT C
% HBc 2 11, MIRFERIAE DAMRKNIEE, P
B S RAKPRZRAK, (B, KBRT C i
45K HBe 3 IR E , A DR E e J5 Y
BefErh, BT EAMSEWRERRRRE, 7€ C Wi
n—A2f e R,

2) RERR IS G B AR RN

HBc &MY 150~157aa Fl 157~177aa 2305 HA
RNA fil DNA 25474 —J7 1 HBe o] LR R
FEY B 20 M3 505k 7843 I 2h B 4H {22 ik AL

AR BT S A A s o5 — 5 THX R C Ik R4S
BIPFNREARRE T 25 A/ & U SR % RNA, JE
MyD88 i 1 A AR K M M 5 5 1% Sl 42, W
NF-kB Fl MAPK, 7| %& =264 i K 7 i) g e S 36 43
LAY T L, I R AT R S R S
1M FALZEAE HBcAg FIURL ) RNA A7) 85007 2 U B
RNA (1 1000 5", AL HFFEL LI, HRIH
FFRAR PR (PA) S HBC BRI A 28 A 7R %/ i
B, AR SR R FH R ER AR 2 B R UK R AR
Wbt PA PLiA, i HLiX 2L 7E 3 & Bt PA BLIRRYfE
N EEAREEES.

3) HBcAg ZM K B 5% 5 Uk S i g 25 7
Th1/Th2

Zlotnick ZEPVE B4 K () HBc 1 5Ei# % HBcAg
Thl B R, 12875 K HBc-149 o¥ 144 FRALJe
& Th2 Y. Thil T f 12 5 4 i 75 R sy 48 6E
A ORI G N, U B AR B B S g R AR e R R
PRI &L, TEDLRST IR I [ R e rh R 6
HEEWAER; Th2 B 29 &% B 4 4 14 58 LA
FBitR 4, SRR C, X R T DL
o B A B[R] 63 (O 5 L P s SR ) SR FHAS [ 1Y)
HBc HHKJE,
2.1.2 SR FEATIGA AN A

Xt FAMEIR AN ESE, 24 LE HBe 1Y)
N Uil C ¥, DA 58 T A 5 2 G e b 1k DX 3
(MIR), B R BT S 5 S 431 N A 507 8] 14 A
HAEA,
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Ui A O 2N S o R A A . A SCikRE R, N
Ui 4l A AMIR A R BE A — s B RR T, KT 50 4
FHERR MK W] BE 2 UKL A 2H 26, iKY N Ui
J 30 1A 1 g 23 76 25 ] 52 W) G 9% 200 40 M 5 1 1Y)
o gs 1 HBC il 28 i Hz ik, DT 5% 1) 6328 4l B A
(& FENS R R R 2 3T HBe N i A 1Y
LA L 92 1

C Uit AR H MG ATTE GR 1DHEC
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W FPSIA I REAN RERC R R AE A FE R T . HBe UKL 1Y
R FLIAAAE, ALEREAE C dmh) & A T LaE
X L6 LR S B G S A0 M S T Sz AR B, SR T
ISR B 20 f 2 J il AR

#1 Nih. Ci#fl MIR iENBE DR

Table 1 Capacity of the HBc carrier!"™”

Insertion site  Exposure Antigenicity/Immunog-enicity

The inserted

sequences  Foreign epitopes inserted at the

arenoteasy N- or C-termini can induce
—6,—4,—1,1, tobe epitope specific antibodies, but
2,4,5 exposed on  the chimeras maintain strong

the surface  intrinsic HBcantigenicity/

of the immunogenicity
particle
144,146,
149,154,
C 155,156, Partially to
157, be exposed
144-145,
179-180
73-82,
;g:%’ Deletions of proper aa residues
’ within this region can abrogate
7881, the intrinsic HBc antigenicity/
78-82, Fulltobe . e senieity
MIR immunogenicity, and it is also
78-86, exposed .
78-89. Posmble to §nhance the‘
78-94, immunogenicity of inserted
81-82. sequences
82-83

2) MIR [X 15,

MIR XJEHEiF 5 %, W HE) Zh
AR (£ 1), XFEZREKN HBe 73F 78~82 fif
IR I X I A XA (MIR), AV T 4K 58 26 1 o0 2 1Y)
TS, 2 32 B e Sk X, 3 A B A XY
AN I AL RE B 2% 85 7EA S 3R THT , T HLid REH
P KT A R S PR 1 B AR T 40 B 1 S BT
B, ASCEE K U, R R B AR R
(PA) 45438 2 Y 2B,—2Psloop (24aa) i AF| HBc (1)
MIR 1 78~79 i 2 FEMRZ 0], AUATLUE T
A UL URLAR G54, 3 S BORL A /) BRI K BB A |
W AT LSS i 3 B BT PA BRI ARSI, IRk
PRI WK BT ACI 3 ) ZE MLy i o b, B
SRIXA XA T HBe 43 [ K, (EARXT T N 3 #l
C uiili s, BEHABRMMmALR, filin, st
JCHE Y 238 AN Z IR I o 4 A XA Dl R SR b
JE/RTE T A K1Y HBe FTJE B ok, i A AR
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IR THOEREE T, [T IL TE X KSR GFP
(A 3 AR S, Nassal 25 2O0Kg i PG B2 {4
IR HNREIAEE T A (OspA) IFMNIIREIX Y 255
MNEILFR A OspC(OspC(a), OspC(b)) K —RIKkAY
189 M BEM A 5K 5 54 A ] HBe [ MIR
X, LAWFSE HBc 81 & WM T R 55 8 LR Y
ERHIARE T, B OER ST OspC RARK
(A il 25 0T DA SR BH B VLPs, 5 OspA 1)
filtG HA R REEHC MU ALY VLPs, {H 2 2L &
A AR TT LI A RO TR RO, A4 Tg [F R AL
EEXHER R “LA-2” MFES YUK, JEEshM
Bl Bl b R AN BROG 1 CC MR 4 1 T8 o

J34h, MIR XER TR KLISL, HMETF S04
A, RHZ K I TR R A T e U e i A — s
W RN, TR HBe A B b/ )R
PE, DL RS SR AR 91 S 0 fe g8 I A 2 Al
T, AR E KM, BIHATE PA Z5MEL 2 1Y
2B,—2Bsloop (24aa) 1E HBc78~79 v 2 H:fR 2 [l
A 3O 79~81 o U HE R 40 24 RT3 bl B AR T
HBc HLIRM =5, 4l A A 41 #0% (3T HBe 41
PRFAN LA AL 10 fi5 . Zhang P UFENE 11 B
Ji#E (FMDV) EAifl4 2 HBc PUBAHFZE o451
M THE HBe MIR IXGRE 3 B[R B 2 R Y
§1): 75~78aa (3 MR IHEMR), 75~80aa (5 ML)
75~82aa (7 TMEIERR) )& /RE A& (pHBcl, pHBc2,
pHBc3), FF7EX 3 PR ERAL 5 A T FMDV 2
LA S, BT[VP1(141~160)—VP4(21~40)] 41
BTB[VP1(141~160)—-VP49(21~40)—~VP1(141~160)] ,
TR T 6 FhAS[R] Y B 2H Bk 45 51 3R], pHBc3-BTB
Rk T aEEE R, IR T BB T ] WA e R
) VLP RiF. F4LA VLP Af DLk 40 i 750 f HAE
RN FIRSM I RERON SR, HEE N, LB
TORE L oA 5 A~ 20 25 1 F GST-BTB fig 5 & 25 i
e A Y R BRSO BE R SR R BUIR L S
IFN-y Al IL-4 {53 KF, JUHIZ AL 1 bk 2 40 i
G TERE ) o
2.1.3 XS FHEASFIY H G HIZK

SO A FEBEBE 1) I R BR TR 46 AL
ARKBERBR BN, X5 T4 AP 51 09 20 Bt 2 A %5
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K. #2519 HBeAg H FRAEHC Y BE ) Al REAOHS T4
AT B0 2 FE R 5 5 i W) BRI 2% F . Karpenko
PR IAE MIR X174 AR ZRALT 51 an 5 s 8L
PITF 3 APl o0 252 i OB A9 e . 3R 50 BE I s 7K
P (High epitope hydrophobicity). id K 1347751
(Large epitope volume) F1E B4E+E4L (High B-strand
index). X 3 NS MR, HBcAg MREEGHE
Y BUBORE I FT BEPE SRR /N . A B 9T 3R IE 2 R sk K
P | %) 2B T 5] R AT LA o FE — 1 3 o [ 3R
KRR EY HBcAg 1Y P FI Rl & A 40T 51 1Y
HBcAg 15 TITIE BCHR & MORLAS B A e, 1 H
B HETE B0 K B %L L )l DL i) 2B HBcAg ) B
Pr & 450 B 7RG AT FI Y C i 5 HBeAg B8R AHIE
I 5| ARIFEFS (Spacer) JRfip . (HASERN
S, IRBCLE N I (9 4 A A X 25 AR DG, af
REXT THE UK AR AU A5 M T, 76 N s Al C i Y
HABA I Aw 2 S5 R,

Ak, Billaud 45176 X 4% BUIT 29 B A% 0o Bt
J& (Woodchuck hepatitis virus core antigen, WHcAg)
PSS R B, 4 AT 51 A4 AT FL AT 100 A0 52 i i S
KWL . A IERA IS AJE S (5 pD) FIREAHI T
TIRRIIE R/ BUBORL P B BCAE R B ES N B
R R A E B - A RPN, AT DA 5
AN RERE T R 5 ORLAZ S AT DL E . R PR
LR T LA A IE B TR AT SR, AR RE
T AR A ORI BETICRE 7 o IR, FERIFER EERY
oMb ARV B S IR R AL, R B AL E 2
HE 5 1) AR 1) B 282 J5 M T AN B 5 7 A e 1S 11 i s
T, A7 AN die A ] B IR i S A A UKL 26 T
(1 22 5% AR AN/ 5 MIR IR B R ILAL,
P Al —R A di A B C st B WHeAg 1Y [F]—
PR R, C i XY 2544 v BE Ao 52 e
LR RS S AR A 52 Wi OB 1) S 82 I
22 {LEFEEK

38 A2 AR S IR IR B 2455 B HBe %
TR 2K AN 51 B B2 7 HBe Fe1i 1 59 —Fh =0, %
T2 i LR Rl AL A Y 2R TR S5 B B ] REAEAE L
BHAN, 4 A VLPs BYSMIE KB 1 K/ NR il 3 AKX 5
MIREHE, B RS 2 N sl C 3T 5 A e AR

U R, S S R, B R G H VLPs
RN AEESE, Jegerlehner 5T T F K AMA
PEIKZC I 2] HBeAg JUR 2% i i RE WP =, 2002
RN TRA TR RBESEASTAE - A Hm
Cys, ffi HBcAg £ MIR X & —A4> Lys, iboral&
A 2 AR 2 IR I SRR SRR .
XA 73 ] AT BR A 5e 8 FL i i 25 (2 BH, - DT 75
FHRZU B ML N o HUE R RO R A 4
RWFH: ANATEE . A= wxE . A . i
JEAEAR R T LUR S R S . RS
T M2e [P0 IERBE B — WG PR T 52, A i it
HBc/K77-M2e! "Vl J2& 3 o 35 b 7 i Ay 11
23 ImAREKLE

H R4 S 0 35 T HBe ikl 45 iy 20 1
BOZ RO ACAM-FLU-A™ Rl JE 2 R 1
ICC-1132,
2.3.1 ACAM-FLU-A™

ACAM-FLU-A™ 2 3£ [ Acambis?12\ & il
M XHBR R T A A BURRIPE T, ‘B VL HBe &3
Ui 163 MR FERR N FAR, i 1 RN R T
iHIE 8 M2 PSS 3K M2e,2008 4 1 H Acambis
NEIBEAACATER T T WK, 78 79 &8 EH
B b BT AT I X 1428 A R A AR g I g
T 45 R FK W], ACAM-FLU-A™A 1R 4 Ay it 52
FRE e, I R AL AR RE B & S E I N
ACAM-FLU-A™+ QS-21 4 [ 55 [ o7 S fie s 21
X —2H 909% MY 32T G AR K A T I is AL A 46
2.3.2 ICC-1132

ICC-1132 szt 38 [E M A S e BB, &
FZEAE HBe 1Y MIR [X [ 78 3 Fl 79 {3 Z FE TR 2 [H]
I AT R R B B 4R [(NANP)3] Al
—~> HLA Bl CD4 £fii (NANPNVDPNANP),
JF#E HBc 1Y 149 {3 IR )5 Al G — A8 FH R T 4
P (T*) (326~345aa, NF54 isolate)®®, ICC-1132
T 2008 AE5E AL T HAEEE M T Bk KIESE , 72X
ZHT, ICC-1132 B B4 7E— SRR [ K58 L T 4
I R PRAIFFE 2720 8 51 44 18~45 % i fet B A b I
Z5 FRFTIF RN ICC-1132+A1(0H); FY 241, %
P S MR AT A I R TR 45 R R WY, X A a (1)
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JEPRPRE T ICC-1132 FE BT T A Rl i /K R
A0y, T E ARG AT 320, E ] g A 0] i g
R IR, AR T 5 A AR A L
v A g O

3 Hith

HBc VLPs T4k gk H TR AEMMFSY, Zhang
BRI HBe VLPs J&/R TP 40M (HCC) Ay
2R, 4 HCC (IFR AL MAGE-1 (278~286aa)
MAGE-3 (271~279aa) . AFP1 (158~166aa). AFP2
(542~550aa) 435Il 8% fil A S AR IBE 2 AJE ) HBV A0
R N S, BSRNIR BT A 2 SR AR BE R A
AEA, HRIBLRERRAMEN, Rk
I, WRBIE B SE ) “ i /) VLPs, H E. coli
LKA HBe (1~144aa) RlGEHW AT LLHIR
BEFC AL VLPs, (ETE 452 F ) B2 v I b 4 5  Af Y
FEARL, T H X 28 VLPs B2 7E 6 mol/L JR % 1Y 5514
T T AR LA, TR B0 20t B M S AR SR
PREEE W26 . Song 250 BR8240 i 75 1 £
B4 CpG Y HBc VLPs 1 I35 CD8+i5 S T
20 B s o R R RN, PTAAE AHARE EE T T
MET RS . bR T Bakixse, #EY HBe i 8
FAAA I T M TR 1L-4 AR T7 PERE 1 0,
RN IL-4 FEH G T /N BV IRGE Y S0 SO, I
A 255 1 ol FH B S e R s T 9 4 2 A R B W ot
A2 1R PR TP 240 B R 1) T R T A L . e
Huleatt %53 % B, TLRS f) Be (4 B 85 115 1 2% M2e
FEAR 4 ¥ U RIS Rl & s 200 & A e Ak
FVFN LA B8 o3 P AR 0 R S ie /NER, AT LA B
M2e RSP, I X R AR S 76 5 f
FiiE TS 5RO, £ 0.3 mg/ H/NER
A7) e s ] AR B/ BROGE Pk A AL 7 1Y BOsE
Wi, R, KR rE TLR AYHD AR B — 50
A 2 HBc W] RE S 12 5 HBc 1E Ry S e a8 A 7E A 1A 571
g H At 4l B ) G 8 S B A I AFHE R, PR PR
RS RN R T o
4 HiE

p

Xt HBc 1 o A0 o A Y L IS B 28T i
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TR 30 5, AFRETES BRI TIRE, B2
WA LD HBe NEERIHOR V- B8 R AR Z Bt
Moo Ry BR&, Hobh s EENR S KA
(Assembly)” Fll “TifEfs% (Preexisting immunity)”
) 2234 ST AR OA, DL HBe AT 6
g, RATANE] 509% 1Y Fir e AN 51 AT LAgE AK
DiHidd A F) HBc, 3% 28 MORBA N & T4
JE 3 B3 AT 5 00 2 e R 2 25 R Tk T
X T e i Ia) 8, PR HBe S22k H T AR 5
i, REHURY T HBV MAMA, AERIR P
A =R BI4T HBe BT, X AT B2 MR 1 19 A
PEJRPERY BT HBe M3 N R Pt HBe itk
Al RE SIS ARt HBe Puidh EE 58 hr 12 Wi
HBV BGL (i Wk e v i 2002, 4 HBV
PR MA TR TEAERS T AN S gt 222, 4%
M4 A24A5 142 De Filette Z2P47E /N S50 e ,
FifE ) HBe $F S PEBUAREA 25521 M2e-HBce kL
PP I 75 M2e e S HEPUIR I 728, WA 252 ma i
TR 1) 2 SN Jl e R I DR AP TS, X s, Bl
JETEPT HBe FHPERYMAH, 5T HBe [ fl-& Bk ]
REWRERS 1 S AMBEUT 91 e S 9 R PP PE TR, DK
BLASPRAPVE RS, 28K, AH G R DN 30 A 157 i PR 55 26
25 RBEATHAIE . BARTR B ny LR %, B
EAAMANET HBe WEERSEM T T Iim IR oF
5%, X TCEEL FLAL AT R AR Kl .
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